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Michel Bussi
Never Forget

Clare Chambers
Small Pleasures

Revenge is worth waiting for...
Jamal loves to run. But one morning – as he is training on a path winding
up a steep cliff – he stumbles across a woman in distress. It’s a matter
of seconds: suddenly she is falling through the air, crashing on the beach
below. Jamal is only an unlucky bystander – or is he? His version of events
doesn’t seem to fit with what other eyewitnesses claim to have seen.
And how to explain the red scarf carefully arranged around the dead
woman’s neck? Perhaps this was no accident after all. Or perhaps there
is something more sinister afoot – a devilish plan decades in the making,
masterminded by someone hell-bent on revenge.

London, 1957. Jean Swinney is a feature writer on a local paper,
disappointed in love and living a limited existence with her truculent
mother. When a young woman, Gretchen Tilbury, contacts the paper
to claim that her daughter is the result of a virgin birth, it is down to
Jean to discover whether she is a miracle or a fraud. But the more Jean
investigates, the more her life becomes strangely intertwined with that
of the Tilburys: Gretchen is now a friend, and her Margaret a sort of
surrogate child. And Jean doesn’t mean to fall in love with Gretchen’s
husband. The story that Jean is researching for the newspaper seems to
be causing dark ripples across all their lives.

Read by Chase Emery-Davis
with John Telfer

Read by Karen Cass
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Karen Dionne
The Wicked Sister

Suzannah Dunn
The Testimony of Alys Twist

You have been cut off from society for 15 years, shut away in a mental
hospital in self-imposed exile as punishment for the terrible thing you
did when you were a child. But what if nothing about your past is as it
seems? And if you didn’t accidentally shoot and kill your mother, then
whoever did is still out there. Waiting for you. When Rachel Cunningham
learns new details about her parents’ murders, Rachel returns to the
place where she once felt safest: her family’s cabin in the remote forests
of Michigan. As Rachel begins to uncover what really happened on that
fateful day, she learns that home can be a place of unspeakable evil.

1553. Deeply-divided England rejoices as the rightful heir, Mary Tudor,
sweeps to power on a tide of populist goodwill. Within weeks there
is widespread rebellion in favour of her heir, her half-sister, princess
Elizabeth, who is everything that Mary isn’t. From now on, Elizabeth will
have to use her considerable guile just to stay alive. Orphan Alys Twist
has come a long way to work as a laundress at the royal Wardrobe. There
she meets Bel, daughter of the Queen’s tailor, and seems to have arrived
at her own happy ending. A laundress is in a unique position to see the
truth of people’s lives, and Alys is pressed into service as a spy in the
errant princess’s household.

Read by Kristen Sieh & Andi Arndt

Read by Lucy Scott
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Robert Galbraith
Troubled Blood

Conn Iggulden
The Gates of Athens

Private Detective Cormoran Strike is visiting his family in Cornwall when
he is approached by a woman asking for help finding her mother, Margot
Bamborough – who went missing in mysterious circumstances in 1974.
Despite the slim chance of success, he is intrigued and takes it on; adding
to the long list of cases that he and his partner in the agency, Robin
Ellacott, are currently working on. And Robin herself is also juggling
a messy divorce and unwanted male attention, as well as battling her
own feelings about Strike. As Strike and Robin investigate Margot’s
disappearance, they come up against a fiendishly complex case with leads
that include tarot cards, a psychopathic serial killer and witnesses who
cannot all be trusted.

Under Darius the Great, the mighty Persian army – swollen by
10,000 Immortal warriors – have come to subjugate the Greeks. In
their path stands an army of freeborn Athenians, and among them is
fearsome and cunning soldier-statesman, Xanthippus. Ten years later,
Xanthippus watches helplessly as Athens succumbs to the bitter politics
of factionalism, when the Persians cross the Hellespont in ever greater
numbers to raze Athens to the ground. Facing overwhelming forces by
land and sea, the Athenians call on their Spartan allies for assistance – to
delay the Persians at the treacherous pass of Thermopylae...

Read by Robert Glenister

Reader to be confirmed
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Michael J. Malone
A Song of Isolation

Captain Sir Tom Moore
Tomorrow Will Be a Good Day

Film star Amelie Hart is the darling of the silver screen, appearing on the
front pages of every newspaper. But at the peak of her fame she throws
it all away for a regular guy with an ordinary job. The gossip columns are
aghast. Any hope the furore will die down are crushed when Amelie’s
boyfriend Dave is arrested on charges of child sexual abuse. Dave strongly
asserts his innocence, and when Amelie refuses to denounce him, the
press witch hunt quickly turns into physical violence, and she has to flee
the country. Damaris, the victim at the centre of the story, is isolated –
a child trying to make sense of an adult world.

At the height of the Covid-19 pandemic in early April Captain Tom Moore,
99-year-old Second World War veteran, came up with a big idea: he’d walk
laps of his garden to raise money for the NHS. By the time the telegram
from the Queen arrived, he’d raised over 30 million pounds. In his official
autobiography, published in support of the creation of the Captain Tom
Foundation, he tells us of his long and dramatic life. A modest, decent,
charming man with a can-do attitude, Captain Tom’s story is that of a
man whose insatiable curiosity and appetite for life have led him around
so many unexpected corners – finding both adventure and joy.

NF

Read by David Monteath

Read by Derek Jacobi
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Thomas Mullen
Midnight Atlanta

Jo Nesbø
The Kingdom

Atlanta, 1956. When Arthur Bishop, editor of Atlanta’s leading black
newspaper, is killed in his office, cop-turned-journalist Tommy Smith finds
himself in the crosshairs of the racist cops he’s been trying to avoid. To
clear his name, he needs to learn more about the dangerous story Bishop
had been working on. Meanwhile, Smith’s ex-partner Lucius Boggs and
white sergeant Joe McInnis find themselves caught between meddling
federal agents, racist detectives, and Communist activists. With a young
Rev. Martin Luther King Jnr making headlines of his own, and tensions in
the city growing, Boggs and Smith find themselves back on the same side
in a hunt for the truth that will put them both at risk.

When Roy and Carl’s parents die suddenly, 16-year-old Roy is left as
protector to his impulsive younger brother. But when Carl decides to
travel the world in search of his fortune, Roy stays behind in their sleepy
village. Some years later, Carl returns with his charismatic new wife,
Shannon – an architect. They are full of exciting plans to build a spa hotel
on their family land. Carl wants not only to make the brothers rich but
the rest of the village, too. It’s only a matter of time before what begins
as a jubilant homecoming sparks off a series of events that threaten to
derail everything Roy holds dear, as long-buried family secrets begin to
rise to the surface...

Read by Damian Lynch

Read by Seán Barrett
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Agnes Ravatn
The Seven Doors

Kate Riordan
The Heatwave

University professor Nina is at a turning point. Her work seems
increasingly irrelevant, her doctor husband is never home, relations with
her difficult daughter are strained, and their beautiful house is scheduled
for demolition. When her daughter decides to move into another house
they own, things take a very dark turn. The young woman living there
disappears, leaving her son behind, the day after Nina and her daughter
pay her a visit. With few clues, the police enquiry soon grinds to a
halt, but Nina has an inexplicable sense of guilt. She begins her own
investigation, but as she pulls on the threads of the case, it seems her
discoveries may have very grave consequences for her and her family.

Sylvie hasn’t been back to her crumbling French family home in years.
Not since the death of her eldest daughter Elodie. Every corner of the
old house feels haunted by memories of her – memories she has tried to
forget. But as temperatures rise, and forest fires rage through the French
countryside, a long-buried family secret is about to come to light. Because
there’s something Sylvie’s been hiding about what really happened to
Elodie that summer. And it could change everything.

Read by Charlotte Strevens

Read by Miranda Raison
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Ilaria Tuti
Painted in Blood

Wendy Walker
Don’t Look For Me

‘The Sleeping Nymph’: a work of art of magnetic beauty, painted by a
young partisan fighter during the last days of the Second World War.
A painting carrying a shocking secret hidden in the red pigment on the
canvas, made with the blood of a human heart. But whose heart? There
is no body, no confession. Only that faint trace of blood. And that’s what
leads commissioner Teresa Battaglia to the Resia Valley, in the north
eastern part of Italy: a perfect genetic enclave protected for centuries.
The valley and the portrait are the only clues to a murder that occurred
more than 70 years before. A thread leading to someone hell-bent on
protecting a sacred secret.

One night, Molly Clarke walked away from her life. She doesn’t want
to be found. Or at least, that’s the story. The car abandoned miles
from home. The note found at a nearby hotel. The shattered family that
couldn’t be put back together. They called it a ‘walk away’. It happens all
the time. Women disappear, desperate to leave their lives behind and start
over. But is that what really happened to Molly Clarke?

Read by Anna Bentinck

Read by Therese Plummer
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Alison Bruce
The Moment Before Impact

Julie Cohen
Spirited

An evening out for five students ends in tragedy, with two dead and
one critically injured. Nicci Waldock survives, but her life is left in tatters.
Years later, a sighting of Jack Bailey, the brother of her dead friend,
leaves her with a shocking realisation about the night of the accident.
Helped by former journalist Celia Henry, Nicci sets out to learn the truth,
and discovers a series of lies and dangerous secrets that have distorted
everything she thinks she knows. In uncovering the tangled truth of what
happened, Nicci must decide who she can trust, and who is about to
kill again. And she realises that everything can be saved or lost in the
moment before impact.

In Victorian England, Viola is an amateur photographer struggling with
the grief of her father’s death and the sterile atmosphere of her marriage
to her childhood friend, Jonah. When she discovers a talent for capturing
ghostly images on camera, Viola comes to the attention of a spirit
medium, and a powerful attraction between the two women is sparked...
As each woman puts herself at risk, unspeakable truths are brought to
light that will change their lives forever.

Read by Thomas Judd

Read by Gemma Whelan
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Jenny Colgan
Christmas at the Island Hotel

Angus Donald
Robin Hood and the Caliph’s Gold

Flora Mackenzie is worried about her brother. Fintan hasn’t got over the
death of his partner, Coltan, and Flora thinks he needs a project. The
Rock – the rambling, disused hotel on the tip of the island – was Coltan’s
passion project before he died. With Flora’s help, Fintan is going to get
the hotel up and running in time for Christmas. But running a hotel is not
that easy. Especially when their motley staff includes a temperamental
French chef, a spoilt Norwegian kitchen boy who can’t peel a potato
without mutilating his own hand and a painfully shy kitchen assistant
who blushes when anyone speaks to her. Can they pull it together in time
for the big opening?

Autumn 1191 and Robert, Earl of Locksley, also known as the notorious
outlaw Robin Hood, and his loyal lieutenant Alan Dale, are returning
home fresh from victory in the Third Crusade. They decide to travel via the
Mediterranean sea-route, despite the dangers of the imminent stormy
season. Disaster strikes and Robin and his men are shipwrecked on the
rocky coast of Crete. They must persuade despotic local tyrants to help
them, outwit brutal pirate chieftains, and outfight an entire Moorish
army to gain a fabulous glittering prize, wealth beyond the dreams of
moneylenders, and carry it safely home to England – the Caliph’s Gold.

Read by Eilidh Beaton

Read by Mike Rogers
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Roddy Doyle
Love

Emily Hourican
The Glorious Guinness Girls

One summer’s evening, two men meet up in a Dublin restaurant. Old
friends, now married and with grown-up children, their lives have taken
seemingly similar paths. But Joe has a secret he has to tell Davy, and Davy,
a grief he wants to keep from Joe. Neither Davy nor Joe know what the
night has in store, but as two pints turns to three, then five, and the men
set out to revisit the haunts of their youth, the ghosts of Dublin entwine
around them. Their first buoyant forays into adulthood, the pubs, the
parties, broken hearts and bungled affairs, as well as the memories of
what eventually drove them apart.

Aileen. Maureen. Oonagh. The private lives of the Glorious Guinness Girls
fascinated a nation. Granddaughters of the first Earl of Iveagh, the three
daughters of Ernest Guinness are glamorous society girls, skipping from
party to party, the toast of Dublin and London. Darlings of the press, with
not a care in the world. But what beautiful ruins lie behind the glass of
their privileged worlds? The love affairs, the scandals, the tragedies, the
secrets...Inspired by fascinating real events and a remarkable true story,
from the brittle glamour of 1920s London to the turmoil of Ireland’s War
of Independence, this dramatic, richly textured reading group novel takes
us into the heart of a beautiful but often painful hidden world.

Read by the Author

Read by Roisin Rankin
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Milly Johnson
I Wish it Could be Christmas
Every Day
It’s nearly Christmas and it’s snowing, hard. Six people have an
unexpected stay in the tiny hamlet of Figgy Hollow. Stuck inside a
beautiful old Inn, how long will it take before the joy of Christmas seeps
into their souls and offers them all a new beginning?

Dorothy Koomson
All My Lies are True
Verity is telling lies...And that’s why she’s about to be arrested
for attempted murder. Serena has been lying for years…And that
may have driven her daughter, Verity, to do something unthinkable.
Poppy’s lies have come back to haunt her…So will her quest for the
truth hurt everyone she loves? Everyone lies. But whose lies are going to
end in tragedy?

Read by Colleen Prendergast

Read by Maria Gbeleyi,
Adjoa Andoh, Julie Maisey with
Nicky Diss and Luke Thompson
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Danuta Kot
Someone Who Isn’t Me

Karen Rose
Say No More

When the body of a young man is found on Sunk Island, a quiet stretch
of land in Yorkshire, two facts stand out. The killer wanted the body to be
found; and the dead man was an undercover police officer. Meanwhile,
Becca has multiple jobs to keep her head above water. At night, in the
local pub, she serves punters and tries to work out what she wants to do.
One thing that keeps her going is Andy, a regular she always has a laugh
with. And then Andy vanishes. Becca is convinced that the shady manager
of her pub has something to do with his disappearance. But in order to
discover the truth, she’ll have to put herself in danger.

When Mercy Callahan arrives in Sacramento to make peace with her
brother Gideon, and to help find the brutal cult that took away her
childhood, she is finally ready to talk about her past. But when Ephraim
Burton follows her there, she realises she might never be safe. Rafe
Sokolov would do anything to have Mercy back in his life. But when it
becomes apparent that Ephraim is more determined than ever to get
Mercy back, even Rafe might not be able to stop the trail of destruction
he leaves in his wake. As Ephraim draws near, it’s clear it’s not just Mercy
who is in danger; those closest to her are firmly in his sights.

Reader to be confirmed

Read by Robert G. Slade
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Lilja Sigurdardottir
Betrayal

Nicholas Sparks
The Return

Burned out and traumatised by her horrifying experiences around the
world, aid worker Úrsula has returned to Iceland. Unable to settle, she
accepts a high-profile government role. But on her first day in the post,
Úrsula promises to help a mother seeking justice for her daughter, who
had been raped by a policeman. A homeless man is stalking her – but
is he hounding her, or warning her of some danger? And why has the
death of her father in police custody so many years earlier reared its head
again? As Úrsula is drawn into dirty politics, facing increasingly deadly
threats, the lives of her stalker, her bodyguard and even a witch-like
cleaning lady intertwine.

Trevor Benson never intended to move back to New Bern, North Carolina.
But when a mortar blast outside the hospital where he worked sent him
home from Afghanistan with devastating injuries, the dilapidated cabin
he’d inherited from his grandfather seemed as good a place to regroup as
any. From their very first encounter, Trevor feels a connection with deputy
sheriff Natalie Masterson that he can’t ignore. But even as she seems
to reciprocate his feelings, she remains frustratingly distant. Further
complicating his stay in New Bern is the presence of a sullen teenage
girl, Callie, who lives in the trailer park down the road. Trevor hopes
Callie can shed light on the mysterious circumstances of his grandfather’s
death, but she offers few clues. Trevor will learn the true meaning of love
and forgiveness...

Read by Karen Cass

Read by Kyf Brewer
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David Stafford
Skelton’s Guide to Domestic Poisons

Heidi Swain
The Winter Garden

Mary Dutton is accused of killing her husband by poison. The police see it
as an open-and-shut case, and even those protesting for her believe she
committed the act, but is innocent of wrongdoing after suffering years of
domestic abuse. Since his recent success in the high-profile Dryden case
catapulted him to the front pages of the national press, Arthur Skelton is
now one of the most recognisable barristers. Despite the odds, he agrees
to represent Mary Dutton. With a general election on the horizon and
both sides of the political divide keen to turn the Dutton case to their
advantage, as well as long-held secrets within the Dutton family itself,
can Skelton ever really expose the truth?

Freya Fuller is living her dream, working as a live-in gardener on a
beautiful Suffolk estate. But when the owner dies, Freya finds herself
forced out of her job and her home. With luck on her side, she’s soon
moving to Nightingale Square and helping to create a beautiful winter
garden that will be open to the public in time for Christmas. There’s a
warm welcome from all in Nightingale Square, except from local artist
Finn. No matter how hard the pair try, they just can’t get along. Will Freya
and Finn be able to put their differences aside in time for Christmas? Or
will the arrival of a face from Freya’s past send them all spiralling?

Read by the Author

Read by Karen Cass

8 hours 30 minutes

11 hours 55 minutes
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Isabel Ashdown
33 Women

Richard Askwith
Feet in the Clouds

When sisters Celine and Pip get a call telling them their reclusive mother
has died, the women are reunited at her riverside home in Arundel to
pick up the pieces. But someone is missing – their middle sister, Vanessa,
brutally murdered years ago and the victim of an unsolved case. As the
sisters confront ghosts from the past, the discovery of another body
in similar circumstances throws new light on Vanessa’s death. Could
there be more to her case than the police first thought? And what do
the mysterious residents of Two Cross Farm, the neighbouring women’s
commune, have to do with it? What secrets are lurking behind their
locked gates? And what is the significance of the number 33?

The Classic Tale of Fell-Running and Obsession

Reader to be confirmed

Read by the Author
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An inspiring insight into one of the oldest extreme sports, this is the
definitive story of fell-running. This is a complete portrait of one of the
few sports to have remained utterly true to its roots. Richard Askwith’s
journey takes him into a world of forbidding rockscapes, horizontal rain,
fear, exhaustion and stunning natural beauty, as well as his own attempt
at one of the toughest challenges imaginable: the Bob Graham Round,
the sport’s traditional test of 42 Lake District peaks in 24 hours. Gripping,
funny and moving, this is a story that any aspiring runner, endurance
athlete or mountain lover will understand well: of extremity, heroism and
the experience of a lifetime.
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Lisa Ballantyne
Once Upon a Lie

Clive Cussler and Robin Burcell
Wrath of Poseidon

Clare and Lorraine have been friends since college and trust each other
with their lives. So when Lorraine, a single mother, needs a much-needed
night away without her children, she calls on Clare and her husband
Sam to look after them. They’re godparents – what could go wrong?
While Clare and Sam believe the children to be asleep, the unimaginable
happens and Clare finds baby Theo lifeless in his room. The police are
called. Statements are taken. But the biggest nightmare for any parent is
about to spiral out of control. Because a lie has been told. An enormous
and terrible one. Out of Clare, Sam and Lorraine, one of them isn’t telling
the truth...

The legend of Croesus’s riches has echoed across millennia. Stolen and
hidden by pirates after the Persian King’s defeat in 546 BC, his staggering
wealth was thought to be lost to history...Treasure-hunters Sam and Remi
Fargo know it’s out there somewhere. A decade after their search for
the King’s gold first brought them together, the husband and wife team
return to Greece to uncover the hoard that has always eluded them.
But they’re not the only ones looking. The reappearance of a vengeful
and ruthless rival forces them into a deadly race against time to find the
treasure. And until it’s found no one is safe. Least of all Sam and Remi...

Read by Sarah Barron

Read by Jeff Harding
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Lisa Dickenson
The Twelve Dates of Christmas

Bella Ellis
The Diabolical Bones

At 30, Claudia’s life is stale and the romance with long-term boyfriend,
Seth, has disappeared. Determined to inject some festive spark back
into their love life, Claudia and Seth go on their first date in a very long
time. But when the night ends in disaster, Claudia suddenly finds herself
facing life – and Christmas – alone. Life alone is exciting, scary and full
of soon-forgotten exercise regimes and ill-advised attempts at crafting
sexy underwear. With best friends Penny and Nick at her side, a surplus
of festive markets, mulled wine and Christmas tunes, Claudia attempts
to face all this change with gusto. One thing’s for certain: this year,
Christmas is going to be very different...

Christmas, 1846 and Haworth is in the grip of a freezing winter. Charlotte,
Emily and Anne Brontë are rather losing interest in detecting until they
hear of a shocking discovery: the bones of a child have been found
interred within the walls of Top Withens Hall, home to the scandalous
Bradshaw family. When the sisters set off to find out more, they are
confronted with an increasingly complex and sinister case, which leads
them into the dark world of orphanages, and onto the trail of other lost
children. After another local boy goes missing, Charlotte, Emily and Anne
vow to find him before it’s too late. But in order to do so, they must face
their most despicable and wicked adversary yet...

Reader to be confirmed

Read by Kristin Atherton
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Sarah Franklin
How to Belong

Jackie Fraser
The Bookshop of Second Chances

Jo grew up in the Forest of Dean, but she was always the one destined
to leave for a bigger future. When her parents retire from their butcher’s
shop, she returns to her beloved community to save the family legacy and
herself. Tessa is a farrier, shoeing horses two miles and half a generation
away from Jo, further into the forest. Tessa’s experience of the community
couldn’t be more different. Now she too has returned, in flight from a
life she could have led, nursing a secret and a past filled with guilt and
shame. Compelled through circumstance to live together, these two
women will be forced to confront their sense of identity, and reconsider
the meaning of home.

Thea’s having a bad month. Not only has she been made redundant, she’s
also discovered her husband of nearly 20 years is sleeping with one of her
friends. Thea doesn’t know what to do. When she learns the great-uncle
she barely knew has died and left her his huge collection of second-hand
books and a house in the Scottish Lowlands, she seems to have been
offered a second chance. Running away to a little town where no one
knows her seems like exactly what Thea needs. But when she meets the
aristocratic Maltravers brothers – grumpy bookshop owner Edward and
his estranged brother Charles, Lord Hollinshaw – her new life quickly
becomes just as complicated as the life she was running from...

Read by Lissa Berry

Reader to be confirmed
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Anne Holt
A Necessary Death

Roberta Kray
Betrayed

Trapped in a burning cabin on a freezing snow-covered mountain, Selma
Falck has no idea where she is or how she got there. She barely makes
it out in time as the flames engulf the cabin. With no signs of human
habitation nearby, the temperature rapidly dropping, and a blizzard
approaching, how will she survive? As Selma fights the cold, the hunger
and her own wounds, she eventually forms a frightening picture of the
past six months. Not only does she have to find a way to stay alive, she
needs to make it back to civilization. Murder has been committed, and
a great injustice must be stopped. The very future of the nation itself is
at stake…

After losing her mum in a tragic accident when she was young, Chrissy
Moss had to find out the hard way how to survive on one of the East
End’s most notorious estates. When a 15-year-old girl disappears, hours
after delivering a message for a local lowlife, the residents take the law
into their own hands, forcing old secrets to resurface. With rumours flying,
Chrissy begins to suspect what happened to her mother was no accident.
But people on the estate are scared to talk, and to find answers Chrissy
must unravel an age-old web of deceit that runs right into the heart of
London’s East End. Could it be that Chrissy, like her mother, put her trust
in the wrong person?

Read by Charlotte Strevens

Read by Annie Aldington
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Charline Malaval
The Sailor from Casablanca

Carole Matthews
Christmas for Beginners

Eighteen-year-old sailor Guillaume has the world at his feet when he
steps onto the shores of Casablanca in April 1940. But his dreams of
travelling the world are cut short when he dies in a warship explosion in
the harbour of Casablanca. Sixty-five years later in 2005, as Loubna fights
to open a cinema in the bustling harbourside city, the young woman
discovers a suitcase full of her grandfather Guillaume’s love letters. But
could it be that the boy everyone has supposed dead for over half a
century is still alive? As Loubna searches for answers, she finds herself
swept up in an epic story of love, passion, intrigue and betrayal, set in the
enchantingly glamorous heart of Golden Age Casablanca.

Christmas is fast approaching at the new Hope Farm and Bev has
convinced a reluctant Molly to organise an open day to raise some muchneeded funds ahead of the New Year. Their nativity tableau has everything
they need…Molly is looking forward to her first Christmas with Shelby
and Lucas, but with father and son continuing to clash and the arrival of
Lucas’s new girlfriend, the tension is increasing. Molly is being pulled in
too many directions. The animals, the open day, Lucas’s teenage angst
and Shelby’s restlessness are all pushing her to her limit. And that’s
without the distraction of a shockingly handsome mayor…

Read by Lucy Scott
& David Thorpe

Reader to be confirmed
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Nora Roberts
The Awakening

Ruth Ware
One by One

Breen Kelly had always been a rule follower. So, when her father left when
she was twelve years old, promising to return, she waited. Now, more
than a decade later, she’s working at a job she hates and is tired of the
life that playing by the rules has dealt her. It’s time to make a change.
Breen makes a leap into the unknown with a summer trip to Ireland – her
father’s homeland. Little does she know how much of a leap until a walk
in the woods leads her through a portal into another world – Talamh –
where Breen will find magic, family and a destiny she could never have
dreamed of.

Snow is falling in the exclusive alpine ski resort of Saint Antoine, as the
shareholders and directors of Snoop, the hottest new music app, gather
for a make or break corporate retreat to decide the future of the company.
At stake is a billion-dollar dot com buyout that could make them all
millionaires or leave some of them out in the cold. The clock is ticking on
the offer, and with the group irrevocably split, tensions are running high.
When an avalanche cuts the chalet off from help, and one board member
goes missing in the snow, the group is forced to ask – would someone
resort to murder, to get what they want?

Reader to be confirmed

Read by Imogen Church
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Introducing Michael J. Malone…
Michael Malone is a prize-winning poet and author who was born and brought up in the heart of Burns’
country. He has published over 200 poems in literary magazines throughout the UK and A Song of Isolation
is his eleventh novel. A former Regional Sales Manager for Faber & Faber he has also worked as an IFA and
a bookseller. Michael now lives in Ayr.

What inspired the story behind A Song of Isolation?
That’s a tricky one to answer without giving too much away. Essentially, a friend of a friend told me about
someone they knew that used to be in the public eye who went through a similar experience as detailed
in the synopsis – and I must have stored that away in my brain somewhere. It was only when I was about halfway through and pondering this very
question that I realised my sub-conscious had pulled out that particular story.

© Donna-Lisa Healy

What are the key ingredients for a good psychological thriller?
I wish I knew! If you do, will you tell me? I can tell you what works for me as a reader – voice, a central
dilemma for the main character that pulls you in, emotional engagement in that dilemma – I think the
biggie is a common humanity – empathy – it’s about something that is happening to an ‘ordinary’ person
that easily puts you in their position and you can’t help but think: what would I do in their shoes?

Was it difficult to explore the brutal and topical themes in the book?
Always. For me the key is to try and demonstrate the impact of these disturbing events on the lives of the victims – with respect and without
being exploitative.
Why did you choose a psychological thriller as the genre to explore these themes?
It’s the perfect vehicle. The genre allows you to examine the themes within the framework of a mystery/thriller without lecturing the reader about
the themes. If I’ve done my job properly the experience of the novel will take you on an emotional journey and give you an insight without hitting
you over the head with a ‘message’.

‘It’s always fascinating to hear what the voice actor does to my text.
It adds another level to the experience for the reader.’
How important is it that your books are available in audio as well as traditional formats?
It’s become clear to me over the last few years that audio is a growing field in book publishing, and it’s important to reach the reader where they
are. If that’s ebook, paper, or audio that’s just tickityboo with me. As long as people are reading/listening it doesn’t matter what form the delivery
vehicle takes.
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Lyn Andrews
The White Empress

Libby Ashworth
A Lancashire Lass

Cat Cleary is a 16-year-old Irish ‘slummy’ arriving in Liverpool to seek
her fortune. Joe Calligan thinks she’s the loveliest girl he’s ever seen. Cat
sees the White Empress, a huge luxury liner. In that moment her ambition
is born – to be chief stewardess. In spite of her poverty and lack of
education, Cat Cleary sets about realising
her dream. While doing so she discovers
that having a good man by her side will
bring her even more happiness.

Lancashire, 1832. Maids Hannah and Mary find themselves with no jobs
and no home when their employer, Henry Sudell, loses all his money. They
return to Blackburn where Hannah is lucky to be taken in by her sister
Jennet, but Mary must seek lodgings in the infamous Star beer house.
With no other choice she is forced to risk
her reputation and even her life. Can Mary
ever find a way to recover all she’s lost?

Read by Julie Maisey

Read by Katy Sobey
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Mary Collins
Victory on Ten Bells Street

Rosemary Goodacre
Until the War is Over

1950, London. With the war finally behind them, the Ten Bells Street girls
are building new lives. Becky is the only one to remain in the East End,
working as a nurse. Rose has escaped the troubles of the city and lives
with her husband and son in Essex. And Bernie has travelled to Israel to
join her long-term lover and continue her
work as a photographer. But despite their
separation, the girls’ friendship continues
to stand strong.

Summer 1918. After their experiences on the front line of battle, young
couple Amy and Edmond Derwent have now settled back in England.
The Great War rages on, and Edmond, still struggling with the effects
of the injury he sustained at Ypres, feels the guilt of remaining at
home. But life at Larchbury is not without
its own problems – as food becomes
scarce, and the Spanish Influenza causes
deaths throughout England. Can Amy and
Edmond keep their love strong?

Read by Annie Aldington

Read by Julia Franklin
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Elizabeth Murphy
The Land is Bright

Janet Tanner
The Penrose Treasure

Life changes for the Palin children when Mam dies, and it’s up to twelveyear-old Sally to take her place. Sally is determined that her baby sister
Emily has a better life. When Emily is sent to live with rich relatives, it
seems like her wish has come true. Sally and her family may face poverty
in Liverpool, but love shared will help them
overcome their hardships. Emily, however,
wanting for nothing, might find out that
happiness is harder to find...

When Tamsin Hardy returns home from her post as a lady’s maid to
attend her mother’s sickbed, her childhood playmate Isobel Penrose offers
her a post as her companion at Trevarrah House. Tamsin accepts, but
she feels uneasy about Trevarrah House despite her growing attraction
to Isobel’s brother Adam. There is a bitter
rivalry between Adam and his brother
Nicholas, and Tamsin increasingly fears
for her growing involvement with the
Penrose family…

Read by Julie Maisey

Read by Katherine Press
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Annie Clarke
Christmas on the Home Front

Jenny Holmes
Christmas with the Spitfire Girls

October 1942. Viola loves her new job away from the factory, and hopes
that her romance with the handsome Ralph might have a happy ending.
Meanwhile, married life is proving tough for Fran and Davey. Following
her husband’s shock confession, Beth finally feels as though she’s
regaining control of her life. Christmas is a
time for family and friends, and the factory
girls will do everything they can to ensure
this year’s celebration is one to remember.

Yorkshire, 1944. The end of the war feels close, but Air Transport Auxiliary
girls Bobbie, Viv and Mary have plenty more flights in their beloved
Spitfires yet. A stern and mysterious new flyer in the form of Peggy arrives.
Mary has a wedding to plan before her fiancé is sent away, but then
makes a discovery so shameful she can’t
tell the other girls. Bobbie’s beau issues an
ultimatum, and Viv is wondering whether
she wants a man at all...

Read by Patricia Gallimore

Read by Colleen Prendergast
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Maggie Mason
A Blackpool Christmas

Rosie Meddon
Her Patriotic Duty

The war is over, but peace hasn’t quite settled between newly reunited
sisters Babs and Beth. Tilly and her daughters have encountered enough
pain to last several lifetimes, but their struggles are far from over.
Will they be able to put their past behind them and look forward to a
happy future?

Esme Colborne is about to marry Richard Trevannion. When she finds
out she is adopted – from a working class family – she cannot allow
Richard to marry so far beneath his station. Fleeing the life she knew, she
starts working as a ‘decoy woman’, testing British undercover operatives
who may otherwise reveal secrets in a
moment of weakness. However, she still
has feelings for Richard. Will she be brave
enough to risk having her heart broken all
over again?

Read by Anne Dover

Read by Penelope Freeman
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Nancy Revell
A Christmas Wish for the
Shipyard Girls
Sunderland, 1943. Helen would love to find the courage to tell the dashing
Dr Parker of her true feelings for him. More than a year has passed since
Bel’s wedding to Joe. She knows she has much to feel thankful for and
yet there is still one burning desire which
she cannot ignore. And as Polly grows with
child, she hopes that her husband Tommy
can soon return from the front line to meet
their new arrival.
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It’s Christmas 1880 in London’s East End and a dying Irish girl leaves
her baby in the care of the Sisters of Clemency. The nuns raise little
Ettie O’Reilly as their own. But the lives of the nuns and orphans are
soon crushed by an unexpected turn of events. Ettie is at her lowest ebb
when she is betrayed by the boy who has
promised his undying love and loyalty.
She is faced with the revelation of a heartwrenching secret.

Read by Annie Aldington
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Carol Rivers
Christmas Child

Read by Janine Birkett
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Lyn Andrews
The Sisters O’Donnell

Rachel Brimble
A Shop Girl’s Christmas

Throughout County Tipperary the three sisters were known as the
Sisters O’Donnell. Together they move to Liverpool in the 1920s to
make a new life for themselves. Gina wants to be a star of the theatre,
Mary-Kate wants to find a husband, and Bridget just wants to escape
the troubles. When they get to Liverpool
they realise that fame and fortune are
thin on the ground as is work. Will the
bonds of sisterhood be enough to hold
them together?

Christmas should be the happiest time, but at Pennington’s dramas are
seething beneath the surface. For Cornelia Culford, a divorce hearing
looms, where she could lose custody of her sons to her unfaithful
husband. For Stephen Gower, being head of security at Pennington’s
is the perfect refuge from a tragic past
at Scotland Yard. But soon Joseph Carter
and Elizabeth Pennington beg him to help
solve the murder of Joseph’s first wife, now
that the killer has struck again.

Read by Julie Maisey

Read by Willow Nash
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Rosie Clarke
Christmas is for Children

Fiona Ford
A Christmas Wedding

December 1930. With the Depression biting deeper, it looks like many
children in the East End will wake up to nothing on Christmas morning.
Widower Robbie Graham earns just enough to put food on the table
for his children, Ben and Ruthie. Local cake shop owner Flo Hawkins
can’t bear the thought of any child having
nothing for Christmas. Along with her
sister Honour, she hatches a plan to bring
some festive cheer to the community.

London, 1943. Dot Hanson has never forgotten the thrill of seeing the
beautiful Christmas displays at Liberty’s department store as a young girl.
She never expected she would one day work there, or that she would fall
in love with the store’s manager, Edwin Button. But in spite of the life
Dot has built for herself, she lives in the
shadow of a terrible secret. As the bombs
continue to fall across Britain there is more
heartache still to come.

Read by Annie Aldington
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Nicola Pryce
A Cornish Betrothal

Elaine Roberts
Christmas at the Foyles Bookshop

Cornwall, 1798. Eighteen months have passed since Midshipman Edmund
Melville was declared missing, presumed dead, and Amelia Carew has
fallen in love with a young physician, Luke Bohenna. But, on her birthday,
Amelia suddenly receives a letter from Edmund announcing his imminent
return. When he returns, it is clear that his
time away has changed him. Amelia,
however, is determined to nurse him back
to health and honour his heroic actions in
the Navy by renouncing Luke.

London, 1917. After the death of their parents, Victoria did everything she
could to keep her siblings safe. Working at the Foyles Bookshop with her
best friends is a dream come true – but now the war has put everything
she holds dear in danger. With her brother fighting on the frontline,
Victoria wants to do her part. Little does
she know that volunteering to spend
time with injured soldiers at Endell Street
Military Hospital will reward her in ways
she could never have imagined.

Read by Penelope Freeman

Read by Helen Keeley
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Rosalie Ham
There Should Be More Dancing

Carmen Radtke
Murder At The Races

Margery Blandon was always a principled woman. She lived quietly in
Brunswick, until events drove her to the Tropic Hotel, where she
contemplates what went wrong. Her best friend kept an astonishing
secret from her, and she can’t trust the home help. It’s possible her
firstborn son has betrayed her, that her
second son might have committed a crime,
and her only daughter is trying to kill her.

The Jack and Frances Mystery Series

Read by Brigid Lohrey

Read by Taryn Ryan
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1931. Frances Palmer is overjoyed when her brother Rob returns
to Adelaide as a racecourse veterinarian. But all is not well on the
turf, and when a man is murdered, there
is only one suspect – Rob. Frances and
her boyfriend, along with ex-vaudevillian
Uncle Sal and their friends, have only one
chance to unmask the real murderer... With
time running out for Rob, the race is on.
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Michael Robotham
If I Tell You I’ll Have To Kill You

Laura Southgate
The Boyfriend

Crime fiction is the single most popular genre in international publishing
and Australia has some of the finest practitioners when it comes to walking
the mean streets and nailing the bad guys. Australia’s best crime writers
– Michael Robotham, Kerry Greenwood, Shane Maloney, Peter Corris,
Tara Moss and more – share the secrets to
NF
their success, their best-ever writing tips
and their favourite ‘must reads’. An ideal
guide for aspiring writers and crime
fiction fans alike.
Read by Shaun Morton
& Taryn Ryan

Erica, 17, is in her last year of high school. Donny, 42, is everywhere: in
her yoga class, at German Club, in her parents’ spare room. He’s intense
and passionate, but also violent and emotionally unstable. This is the story
of a young woman who finds herself subject to the gravitational field
of a charismatic man – and a cautionary
tale about blindly accepting the traditional
narratives of love.
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Colin Falconer
Angels Weep

Jenn J. McLeod
Simmering Season

Two women are snatched off the streets of London in one weekend.
DI Charlie George and his team get to work. When they catch a lucky
break, Charlie is sure they have their man. And that’s when he gets
his first surprise. Because nothing about this case is simple and not
everyone is what they seem. Charlie’s job
is to find the missing women and get to
the truth. But some people would rather
the truth stays hidden...

Dan Ireland has ample justifications for not going home to Calingarry
Crossing for the school reunion, but one very good reason why he should...
Maggie Lindeman. Maggie is back in town trying to sell the family pub,
while also dealing with a restless teenage son, a father with dementia,
a fame-obsessed musician husband, and a
dwindling bank account. Then, Maggie’s
unexpected houseguest Fiona Bailey-Blair
whips up a maelstrom of gossip when she
arrives in search of answers...

Read by Matt Addis

Read by Lisa Armytage & Nicholas Osmond
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Dave Warner
Over My Dead Body

S.R. White
Hermit

Winter in New York City and there’s a killer on the loose, slaying strangers
who seem to have nothing in common. Is it simple good fortune that Dr
Georgette Watson, who freelances for the NYPD, suddenly finds herself
in the company of the greatest detective of all time? And will Sherlock
Holmes be able to save Dr Watson in
a world that has changed drastically in
200 years, even if human nature has not?

After the puzzling death of a shopkeeper in rural Australia, troubled
detective Dana Russo has just 12 hours to interrogate the prime suspect
– a silent, inscrutable man found at the scene of the crime, who simply
vanished 15 years earlier. Where has he
been? And just how dangerous is he?

Read by Katherine Fenton

Read by Helen Walsh
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Luke Horton
The Fogging

Fergus Hume
The Mystery Of A Hansom Cab

Tom and Clara are two struggling academics, who decide to take their
first holiday in ten years. At the resort, they meet Madeleine, a charismatic
French woman, her Australian partner, Jeremy, and the two couples
strike up an easy friendship. But when Clara and Madeleine become
trapped in the maze-like grounds of the
hotel during ‘the fogging’ – the dynamics
suddenly shift between Tom and Clara,
and the atmosphere of the holiday darkens.

Mr. Royston is driving his hansom when he is hailed by a man supporting
a slumped, intoxicated figure, and requesting that the cabman take the
unfortunate fellow home. Bundling the drunken man onto the seat,
the cabman is startled when the good Samaritan jumps out before the
end of the journey. And when Royston,
receiving no response to his inquiries
about directions, peers into the cab, he
finds that his passenger is now a corpse...

Read by Todd Boyce

Read by Toby Webster
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Annie Seaton
Undara

L.J.M. Owen
The Great Divide

When entomologist Emlyn Rees arrives at Hidden Valley she wants
nothing more than to escape her marriage breakdown by burying herself
in the research team’s hunt for new species of insects. Travis Carlyle is
initially resistant, though the researchers’ findings bring opportunities to
turn around his struggling farm. But when
things start going wrong, Emlyn and Travis
are caught in a race against time to save
the station...and their lives.

In the rural Tasmanian town of Dunton, the body of a former headmistress
of a children’s home is discovered, revealing a tortured life and death.
Detective Jake Hunter, newly arrived, searches for her killer among past
residents of the home. Pushing aside memories of his own past, Jake
focuses all his energy on the investigation.
The identity of her murderer seems hidden
from Jake by Dunton’s fog of prejudice and
lies, until he is forced to confront not only
the town’s history but his own nature...

Read by Olivia Beardsley
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Maggie Campbell
Nurse Kitty’s Secret War

Jennie Felton
A Mother’s Sacrifice

It’s May 1945 and at 3p.m., Nurse Kitty Longthorne listens, together
with the other surgical staff at South Manchester’s Park Hospital, to
Winston Churchill’s broadcast on the radio. Germany has signed a
declaration of complete surrender. The war is over in Europe and that day
is to be celebrated as VE Day. The mood in Park Hospital is jubilant and
hopeful, though Kitty is anything but. Her clandestine squeeze and the
man she hopes to marry, Dr James Williams has been giving her the cold
shoulder for the last week, and she can’t work out why. Furthermore, her
twin brother, Ned, is still missing in action – his last known whereabouts
point to him being in a Japanese prisoner of war camp.

Martha Packer is much loved by everyone in the village of Hillsbridge.
As the landlady of the Three Feathers, she runs a respectable establishment
and is known for her generosity and care for her family and others around
her. So when Martha announces that she has killed her son, Garth, the
community is shocked. Garth was undoubtedly a bad seed, but they knew
how much Martha adored her first-born. What could have driven Martha
to such extreme actions? Martha refuses to give a reason but her other
children cannot believe their mother is capable of murder and they begin
to believe that she is protecting someone – maybe even one of them…

Read by Melissa Vaughan

Read by Patience Tomlinson
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Lynn Florkiewicz
Lord James Harrington and the
Michaelmas Fair Mystery
It’s a busy time of the year for Lord James Harrington and his wife
Beth – there’s the Michaelmas Fair in the village to enjoy. But matters
take a sinister turn when the body of the founder of the Jolly Madrigals
singing group is discovered after the Fair. James’ friend DCI George Lane
is in charge of the investigation, but as further murders occur, he grows
increasingly baffled. James and George are convinced that a single killer
is responsible for these deaths. But what could possibly connect the
victims? With dogged determination, James delves into his own past for
clues – and is shocked at what he learns.
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Liverpool, 1940. When war comes to Britain, Jessica Wilson and her
friend Ruby seize the opportunity to leave behind the orphanage they
grew up in and start new lives in the NAAFI. With only forged papers as
identification the girls expect to be turned away but are delighted with
an offer of work. When Jessica meets the handsome Tom, she feels as
though her life is complete, but after a chance encounter with a friend,
she soon learns that not everything is as it seems. As Jessica begins to
uncover the truth, she unravels a web of lies, starting with the night of
her birth...

Read by Anne Dover
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Katie Flynn
Under the Mistletoe

Read by David Thorpe
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Mike Hollow
The Blitz Detective

Jack Sheffield
Back to School

September 1940. The sun is shining, and in the midst of the good weather
Londoners could be mistaken for forgetting their country was at war
– until the familiar wail of the air-raid sirens heralds an enemy attack.
The Blitz has started, and normal life has abruptly ended – but crime
has not. That night a man’s body is discovered in an unmarked van in
the back streets of West Ham. When Detective Inspector John Jago is
called to the scene, he recognises the victim: local Justice of the Peace,
Charles Villiers. The death looks suspicious, but then a German bomb
obliterates all evidence. War or no war, murder is still murder, and it’s
Jago’s job to find the truth.

The year is 1969 and Jack Sheffield is a young teacher in need of a job.
In a room full of 29 other newly qualified teachers, he’s overjoyed when
he’s appointed to Heather View Primary. Jack is excited to start his first
year there and to begin shaping young minds in a beautiful new location
on the edge of the Yorkshire Dales. But Heather View isn’t as idyllic as
it first sounds. In fact, it looks more like a prison than a primary school.
With less than adequate funding and a head teacher who doesn’t seem
to care, it’s no easy task to give the kids the education they deserve. But
Jack’s determined to do just that.

Read by Simon Mattacks

Read by the Author
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Tracy Baines
Christmas with the Variety Girls

Anna Jacobs
Marrying Simone

Will Christmas bring an unexpected reunion? Frances O’Leary has
always dreamed of being a dancer. But after war is declared and the
theatres begin to close, Frances and the variety girls must search for work
elsewhere. However, Frances is hiding a secret. As far as her best friend
Jessie knows, Frances is a young aunt who adores her niece, Imogen – but
what she doesn’t know is that their relationship runs much deeper. Now,
with the sweetheart who cruelly abandoned her returning to England, will
her secret finally be revealed?

In Australia Simone has been widowed for four years and is ready to make
a more interesting life. Her friends are driving her mad introducing her
to eligible men; her busy daughters are just the opposite, wanting her
available for babysitting. When she is offered a house swap with a couple
in the UK she takes it, not without some trepidation. In the UK, Russ has
just taken possession of his new house and wants only peace and quiet
after a few months of rehab following a serious injury. Can these two help
one another avoid meddling friends and relatives, and build new lives?

Read by Penelope Freeman

Read by Karen Cass
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Ben Macintyre
Agent Sonya

Anne Perry
Death with a Double Edge

Lover, Mother, Soldier, Spy

May 1911. Daniel Pitt is summoned to a murder scene in the slums
of London’s East End. He identifies the dead man as Jonah Drake, a
distinguished senior barrister who has been killed with a double-edged
sword. With the police holding out little hope of finding Drake’s killer,
Daniel and his friend Toby Kitteridge rise to the challenge. They have leads
that take them from the underbelly of the East End to the very highest
echelons of society. Then Daniel’s father, Thomas Pitt, receives a warning
from Special Branch to cease the investigation. But Daniel and his father
will not be deterred – despite the risks involved in the pursuit of justice...

In the quiet Cotswolds village of Great Rollright in 1944, a thin, and
unusually elegant, housewife emerged from her cottage to go on her
usual bike ride. A devoted mother-of-three, attentive wife and friendly
neighbour, Sonya Burton seemed to epitomise rural British domesticity.
However, rather than pedalling towards the shops with her ration book,
Ursula Kuczynski – codename Sonya – was heading for the Oxfordshire
countryside to gather scientific secrets from a nuclear physicist.
Secrets that would enable the Soviet Union to build the atomic bomb.
In Agent Sonya, Ben Macintyre reveals the astonishing story behind the
most important woman spy in history and the huge emotional cost that
came with being a mother, a wife,
NF
and a secret agent at once.
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Maisie Thomas
Secrets of the Railway Girls

Rebecca Tope
A Cotswold Christmas Mystery

Manchester, 1940. As the war continues and secrets threaten the railway
girls, they will discover the true meaning of friendship. For Dot, her job
on the railways is everything. Transporting parcels around the country
gives her pride, but a growing friendship causes problems when home
and work collide. Joan loves her boyfriend Bob dearly, but when tragedy
strikes, her heart is torn apart, and she is forced to make a decision that
could hurt those she loves most. Meanwhile Mabel has finally found a
place to call home and her relationship seems to be going from strength
to strength. However, the relentless bombing in the Christmas blitz is
about to destroy everything she holds dear.

It’s Christmas, and things are looking good at the Slocombe house. Thea’s
daughter Jessica has come to stay, much to her stepdaughter Stephanie’s
delight. But then things take a turn for the worse. A local family, the
Frowses, find themselves increasingly harassed by an aggressive landlord.
When Beverley Frowse goes missing, Thea and Stephanie both feel they
should do their best to help her husband and son to solve the mystery.
Christmas Day arrives. There are presents, a turkey, and general goodwill,
despite Thea’s suppressed hankering to be involved in events at the
Frowses’ house, where a dead man has been discovered...

Read by Julia Franklin

Read by Caroline Lennon
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Johanna Bell
Christmas with the Bobby Girls

Frances Brody
Death and the Brewery Queen

1915. Patrolling is the last thing on the minds of Women Police Service
recruits Annie, Maggie and Poppy right now, because Annie and Richard
are getting married. She’s been waiting for this day her whole life,
but when it finally comes it brings only heartache. Annie and the girls
are posted to the bustling heart of the city and she hopes the job will
distract her. Soon the biggest bombing raid of the war causes chaos on
their patch. Annie suspects that a group of men are forcing European
refugees into prostitution and resolves to stop them by Christmas. But
by the time she realises just how high up the scandal goes, she might
be in too deep...

Yorkshire, 1930. Kate Shackleton arrives at the garden party with her
niece Harriet to celebrate the success of newly crowned Yorkshire Brewery
Queen, Ruth Parnaby. As companion to Ruth, Harriet explores the
brewery but it’s Kate who opens the wrong door, finds herself staring
at the body of a brewery worker, and in danger of asphyxiation. With
the discovery of financial discrepancies, family secrets, and the lure of
national success for Ruth, motives for murder and abduction abound.
Sometimes a threat comes from the most unexpected quarter and it’s up
to Kate to fathom the mystery.

Read by Helen Keeley

Read by Anne Dover
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Helen Cox
Death Awaits in Durham

Kate Ellis
The House of the Hanged Woman

When librarian and budding private investigator Kitt Hartley visits her
ex-assistant Grace Edwards in Durham, she soon learns of an unsolved
murder. A year ago Jodie Perkins, a Mechanics student, disappeared after
her student-radio broadcast was cut short with a deafening scream.
The police suspect Jodie was murdered although her body was never
found. Keen to be on the front line of one of Kitt’s investigations, Grace
convinces Kitt to use her recent private investigator training to solve the
mystery. Can Kitt and Grace uncover the truth?

Derbyshire, 1921. When an MP goes missing Scotland Yard detective
Albert Lincoln is sent to investigate. A grim discovery has been made
in a cave next to an ancient stone circle: the naked body of a middleaged man mutilated beyond recognition. The local police assume it is
the missing politician but when Albert arrives in Wenfield he begins to
have doubts. Two years earlier he conducted another traumatic murder
investigation in the same village and he finds reminders of a particularly
personal tragedy as he tries to help a vicar’s widow who claims her
husband was murdered. Then there is another murder in Wenfield.
Could there be a link between all of Albert’s cases?

Read by Colleen Prendergast

Read by Peter Noble
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Anna Jacobs
A Woman’s Promise

Edward Marston
Slaughter in the Sapperton Tunnel

As the only female cabinet maker in the valley in 1935, Frankie Redfern
is unusual. But she’s content working for her father. When her husband
falls gravely ill, Frankie’s mother takes over, causing serious trouble for her
daughter. Jericho Harte has never met a woman he wanted to marry until
he bumps into Frankie on the moors. When she comes to him the next
day, it seems a marriage of convenience might suit them both. Or could
their relationship become more than that? But Frankie’s problems worsen
as her father goes missing from hospital. Is there more to his illness than
meets the eye? Can Frankie and Jericho help uncover the truth and put
an end to the danger she’s in before it’s too late?

1862. A goods train is speeding through the Sapperton Tunnel when
it hits a makeshift pen of sheep inexplicably set up near the exit. The
animals are slaughtered by the impact whilst the train hits a pile of
rocks and is derailed, seriously injuring the occupants. Inspector Colbeck
discovers that the shepherd and his dog are missing. Stephen Rydall who
owned the sheep is shocked by the occurrence which further affects him
as he is a major shareholder in the Great Western Railway. Does someone
have an axe to grind against Rydall? Or is it the missing shepherd
who had made some dangerous enemies? With family grievances,
embarrassing secrets and village feuds, it is not going to be an easy case
for the Railway Detective.

Read by Julia Franklin

Read by Gordon Griffin MBE
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Introducing Mike Hollow...
Mike Hollow was born in West Ham, on the eastern edge of London, and grew up in Romford, Essex.
He studied Russian and French at the University of Cambridge and then worked for the BBC and later
Tearfund. In 2002 he went freelance as a copywriter, journalist, editor and translator, but now gives all his
time to writing the Blitz Detective books.
Tell us about the inspiration behind the series.
In 2012 I went to the London Olympics...it was thought-provoking to sit in the glittering new stadium just a
mile from where I was born and to realise the road where my father used to work was now buried beneath
the Olympic site…At the end of the day’s events we...walked through the shiny new shopping centre, and
emerged onto Stratford Broadway. And there, suddenly, was the old town hall in all its Victorian splendour.
I remembered my dad saying that as a teenager during the Blitz he’d spent nights on duty on the town hall
roof as a volunteer fire-watcher...I began to think what the streets around me must have seen back then,
and the idea of a detective having to track down a murderer in those conditions began to take shape in
my mind.
Introduce us to Inspector John Jago.
In 1940, John Jago is a detective inspector in London’s Metropolitan Police. He’s 42 and a bachelor: he didn’t set out not to marry, he’s just not found
the right person. Like many men of his generation he was conscripted into the Army in the First World War, an experience that’s left its mark on
him. At war’s end he joined the police: he says that after two years at the front, seeing what men are capable of doing when someone tells them
they’re allowed to kill, he wanted to be the person who could protect the weak from the strong, make sure there was peace on the streets, and see
to it that thieves and murderers got their comeuppance.

‘For me, my side of the contract with my reader requires that the mystery is solved,
justice is done, and order is restored.’
What’s your favourite quality about him?
I think it’s his sense of fairness. He’s dedicated his life to upholding the rule of law, but he’s also mindful of the Victorian judge Lord Penzance’s
judgement that ‘the law is, or ought to be, but the handmaid of justice’ – and knows that sometimes in the pursuit of justice there’s also a place
for compassion.
What makes the Blitz an interesting setting for a crime series?
For me, it was the perfect setting. The wartime blackout meant crime could flourish under cover of darkness, police resources were stretched
to breaking point, and people were living under incredible stress…Mix all that together, and you get a heady cocktail of uniquely challenging
circumstances in which to solve crimes.
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Marie Laval
Bluebell’s Christmas Magic

John Dickson Carr
It Walks by Night

It’s almost Christmas and cleaner Cassie Bell has a messier situation to
deal with than she’s used to. She’s been hired to help Stefan Lambert,
an injured army helicopter pilot. Stefan resents Cassie’s interference and
is definitely not looking for Christmas cheer. But Cassie prides herself on
sparkling surfaces – can she bring some
festive sparkle to Stefan’s life too?

A would-be murderer, imprisoned for his attempt to kill his wife, has
escaped in Paris and is known to have visited a plastic surgeon. With
his former wife poised to marry another, Detective Bencolin predicts his
return. Sure enough, the beheaded body of the new suitor is discovered
in a locked room of the salon, with no
apparent exit...

Read by Charlotte Strevens

Read by John Telfer
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Kirsty Ferry
Christmas on the Isle of Skye
The Isle of Skye is a magical place, especially at Christmas, and there’s no
place Zac Fallon would rather be. But now it’s almost Christmas and Zac
realises that the Ivy McFarlane shaped hole in his life is too big to bear.
So starts his festive mission to the mainland – but will he be back in time
to spend Christmas on Skye? And, more
importantly, will Ivy be with him?
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& Death Knows No Calendar
Two of John Bude’s finest Golden Age mysteries. In Death in White
Pyjamas a theatre owner, a producer, a burgeoning playwright and a cast
of actors have gathered at a country home to read through a script. But
one of their number is found murdered
in the grounds. And in Death Knows No
Calendar, a detective fiction enthusiast is
investigating a deadly shooting in a locked
artist’s studio.
Read by Saul Reichlin
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John Bude
Death in White Pyjamas

Read by Karen Cass
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Angela Britnell
Christmas in Little Penhaven

Carol Carnac
Crossed Skis

Wannabe author Jane Solomon is expecting an uneventful Christmas
in her Cornish village of Little Penhaven. But then super fit American
gym owner Hal Muir comes to town, and suddenly the holiday season
looks set to be far more interesting. Hal is keen on embracing every
British tradition on offer, from mince pies
to Christmas pub quizzes – and perhaps
some festive romance too...

In London, the victim of a ruthless murder lies burnt beyond recognition,
his possessions and papers destroyed by fire. But there is one strange
lead which suggests the involvement of a skier. Meanwhile, in the
Austrian Alps, a group of holidaymakers are heading towards Lech am
Arlberg. But the ski party are soon to
become suspects.

Read by Charlotte Strevens

Read by David Thorpe
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Neil Broadfoot
No Place to Die

M.W. Craven
The Curator

Once a controversial venture capitalist, Blair Charlston reinvented himself
as a personal and business development guru. So when he decides to
host a weekend retreat on the outskirts of Stirling for more than 300
people, Connor Fraser is drafted in to cover the security. For Connor, it’s
an unwelcome assignment. He’s never had much time for salvation by
soundbite, and Charlston’s notoriety is attracting the attention of reporter
Donna Blake, who’s asking more questions than Connor has answers
for. But when an old colleague of Donna’s is found brutally bludgeoned
to death, and the start of Charleston’s weekend of salvation becomes a
literal trial by fire, Connor must race to unmask a killer.

It’s Christmas and a serial killer is leaving displayed body parts all over
Cumbria. A strange message is left at each scene: #BSC6. The National
Crime Agency’s Washington Poe and Tilly Bradshaw are faced with a case
that makes no sense. Why were some victims anaesthetised, while others
died in agony? Why is their only suspect denying what they can prove but
admitting to things they weren’t even aware of? And why did the victims
all take the same two weeks off work three years earlier? A disgraced FBI
agent doesn’t think Poe is dealing with a serial killer at all; she thinks he’s
dealing with someone far worse – a man who calls himself the Curator.

Read by Angus King

Read by John Banks
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Natalie Meg Evans
The Paris Girl

Isla Gordon
A Season in the Snow

1920s Paris. Tatiana Vytenis has worked hard to leave her past behind.
Once a ruined Russian princess in hiding, she is now a sought-after model
and engaged to Gérard de Sainte-Vierge. But fate still has a final hand
to play. Hidden beneath their genteel exteriors, Gérard and his brother
have a secret darker side, and her darling fiancé will gladly ruin Tatiana’s
life to save his own reputation. As Tatiana’s situation becomes ever
more desperate, she crosses paths with an unlikely guardian angel.
Regan Dortmeyer is an American in Paris. As the consequences of her
disastrous engagement threaten to swallow Tatiana up, he might be the
only one who can save her...

Alice Bright loves her life. She has a job she adores, a devoted family, and
friends she’d lay down her life for. So when tragedy strikes, bringing with
it Bear – a rapidly-growing puppy in need of a home – it turns Alice’s
whole world upside down. She retreats inside her flat, and inside herself,
with only her new companion for company. But one-bedroom London
flats aren’t made for mountain dogs, and so Alice lets Bear push her
out of her comfort zone to his homeland: the mountains of Switzerland.
Could a change of scene in snowy serenity be just the thing to help Alice
fall in love with life again?

Read by Anna Bentinck

Read by Anna Acton
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Peter James
Faith

Lesley Kelly
Murder at the Music Factory

Ross Ransome is at the top of his profession; one of the most successful
plastic surgeons in the business. Such a man would expect his wife to be
perfect – and why not? After all, he has spent enough hours in surgery
to get her that way. But when his wife falls ill she turns her back on
conventional medicine, and her arid marriage, and seeks help from the
world of alternative medicine and a charismatic therapist who promises
not just medical salvation. For Ransome, this is the ultimate betrayal.
It defies logic, and Ross is a profoundly logical man. Logically, he can
see no reason why any man should have his wife when he can’t. It’s all
completely rational...

The body of Paul Shore toppled onto him, a stream of blood pooling
around them on the concrete. Bernard lay back and waited to see if he
too was going to die. An undercover agent gone rogue is threatening
to shoot a civil servant a day. As panic reigns, the Health Enforcement
Team race against time to track him down – before someone turns the
gun on them.

Read by Katie Scarfe

Read by Angela Ness
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Rebecca Ley
For When I’m Gone
On the surface Sylvia and Paul’s marriage is perfection: she is beautiful,
alluringly spiky and brilliantly clever, he is a devoted and doting husband
and father to their two young children. When Sylvia is diagnosed with
terminal cancer at 38, she knows that she must help Paul navigate the
chaos of family life in her absence and that the time has come for a secret
she has kept from him to finally be aired. Sylvia starts to write a manual:
a guidebook to their shared domesticity. As Paul learns to live without
Sylvia, he realises the extent of her legacy and finds himself indebted
once more to his extraordinary, difficult wife, for saving them from an
even greater tragedy...
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Kate thinks all her wishes have come true when she opens her own little
craft shop in the idyllic harbour town of St Felix. But she soon finds a
mystery lingers in her new shop – a 60-year-old love story told through
beautiful paintings and intricate embroideries. Jack, the owner of the
nearby art shop, volunteers to help Kate unravel the mystery, but in
doing so they realise their own lives share some uncanny similarities with
Clara and Arty, their 1950s counterparts...Can Kate and Jack put right a
decades-old wrong, and maybe find their own happy ending on the way?

Read by Mary Woodvine
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Ali McNamara
Kate and Clara’s Curious
Cornish Craft Shop

Read by Antonia Beamish
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Helen Rolfe
The Little Cottage in Lantern Square

Nick Russell-Pavier
The Shepherd’s Bush Murders

Hannah went from high flyer in the city to business owner and has never
looked back. In the cosy Cotswold village of Butterbury she runs Tied up
with String, sending handmade gifts and care packages across the miles,
as well as delivering them to people she thinks need them the most. But
when her ex-best friend Georgia turns up and wants in on the action, will
Hannah be willing to forgive and forget? With her business in jeopardy
she needs to maintain the reputation she’s established, and discover who
she can trust...Meanwhile, a mysterious care package lands on her own
doorstep at Lantern Cottage. Who is trying to win her heart?

The crime, the criminals, the victims and their families. And the biggest
manhunt by British police...Jack Witney served 25 years in prison
although he shot no one and was released on appeal, only to be
murdered in his Bristol flat a few years later. John Duddy died in Parkhurst
after 15 years. But Harry Roberts, by his own admission the instigator
of the crime and the most notorious, was released from prison after
48 years in 2015, making national front page news. What could possess
an apparently rational and sane man, albeit an habitual criminal, to
commit such a callous and ruthless act? How can an ordinary person
understand what he did? Should he be forgiven?
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Sophie Claire
A Winter’s Dream

Emma Cooper
If I Could Say Goodbye

Liberty has never been a risk-taker. She loves the routine of her quiet life
in the charming village of Willowbrook, with her Labrador, Charlie. But
the arrival of a mysterious gift prompts Liberty to make some changes:
starting with a daily challenge to say yes to everything for the month
of December...Fearless and independent, Alex could hardly be a less
obvious fit for peaceful village life. But after an accident cuts short his
promising motorcycling career, he finds himself in Willowbrook in search
of new direction. When the pair become unlikely housemates, sparks fly
at Damselfly Cottage. Will living together prove impossible – especially
when the first snow falls? Or, cut off from the outside world, can they help
each other find what it takes to be brave this Christmas?

Jennifer Jones’ life began when her little sister, Kerry, was born. So
when her sister dies in a tragic accident, nothing seems to make sense
any more. Despite the support of her husband, Ed, and their wonderful
children, Jen can’t comprehend why she is still here, while bright, spirited
Kerry is not. When Jen starts to lose herself in her memories of Kerry, she
doesn’t realise that the closer she feels to Kerry, the further she gets from
her family. Jen was never able to say goodbye to her sister. But what if she
could? Would you risk everything if you had the chance to say goodbye?

Read by Karen Cass

Read by Helen Keeley
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Lesley Glaister
Blasted Things

Samantha King
The Sleepover

WW1 is over. As a nurse at the front, Clementine has found and lost love,
but has settled for middle-class marriage. Vincent had half his face blown
off, and wants more than life offers now. Drawn together by their shared
experiences at the Front, they have a compulsive relationship, magnetic
and parasitic, played out with blackmail and ending in disaster for one
of them.

Izzy is thrilled when her shy, twelve-year-old son is invited for his first
sleepover. Nick has spent years being isolated and picked on; he deserves
a night of fun and friendship. But Izzy is also nervous: it’s a year to the
day since bullies put Nick in hospital. She drops him off at his new best
friend’s house with mixed feelings. Arriving to collect him the following
morning, her worst fears come true...Nick isn’t there. Who has taken her
son? And will she ever get him back?

Read by Jilly Bond

Read by Charlotte Worthing
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Chris Lloyd
The Unwanted Dead

Catherine Miller
The Archers: Ambridge at War

Paris, June 1940. The Nazi occupation of Paris begins. Detective Eddie
Giral – a survivor of the last World War – watches helplessly on as his
world changes forever. But there is something he still has control over.
Finding whoever is responsible for four murdered refugees: the unwanted
dead, forgotten amid the headlines. To do so, he must tread carefully
between the Occupation and the Resistance, all the while becoming
whoever he must be to survive in this new and terrible order descending
on his home.

It’s 1940 and war has broken out. It is midnight at the turn of the year,
and Walter Gabriel speaks the same line that opened the very first radio
episode – ‘And a Happy New Year to you all!’ For Ambridge, a village in
the heart of the English countryside, this year will bring change in ways
no one was expecting. From the Pargetters at Lower Loxley Manor to
the loving, hard-working Archer family at Brookfield Farm, the war will
be hard for all of them. And the New Year brings the arrival of evacuees
to Ambridge. As the villagers embrace wartime spirit, the families that
listeners have loved for generations face an uphill battle to keep their
secrets hidden.

Read by Tim Bentinck

Read by Patricia Hodge
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Lancaster

Kate Rhodes
Pulpit Rock

The Forging of a Very British Legend

As the scorching summer sun covers the small Scilly island of St Mary’s,
DI Ben Kitto and his team are training for the annual Swimathon. But
their morning session comes to a climactic end when they discover a
body hanging from Pulpit Rock. The victim has been dressed up in a bridal
gown, and Ben quickly realises that a dark and sinister killer is at large on
the island. To prevent the killer from escaping, Ben has no choice but to
lock down St Mary’s. When another woman is attacked, Ben gathers the
island’s at-risk residents inside the local hotel for safety, but the killer is
already watching and remains one step ahead...

Sir Arthur Harris, the controversial chief of Royal Air Force Bomber
Command, described the Lancaster as the ‘greatest single factor in
winning the war’. RAF bomber squadrons flew nearly 300,000 sorties
and dropped around a million tons of explosives, as well as life-saving
supplies. Over 10,000 of their aircraft never returned. The human cost
was staggering. Of the 125,000 men who served in Bomber Command,
over 55,000 were killed and another 8,400 were wounded. Some 10,000
survived being shot down, only to become prisoners of war. Former RAF
Tornado Navigator, Gulf War veteran and bestselling author John Nichol
now tells the inspiring and moving story of this legendary aircraft.
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Zoë Sharp
Bones in the River

Matson Taylor
The Miseducation of Evie Epworth

The traditional Appleby Horse Fair hosts the largest gathering of Gypsies
and Travellers in Europe. The sudden influx of more than 40,000 visitors
into the small Lakeland town has always caused its share of problems.
But it’s also known as a good time to settle old scores. This year, the Fair
brings with it with the discovery of two bodies near the River Eden – one
very recent and another a long-time buried. As CSI Grace McColl and
Detective Nick Weston search for answers, old secrets are revealed, old
wounds are reopened, and tensions threaten to erupt into violence.

July 1962. The fastest milk bottle-delivery girl in East Yorkshire, 16-yearold Evie Epworth is tall as a tree and hot as the desert sand. She dreams
of an independent life lived under the bright lights of London (or Leeds).
The two posters of Adam Faith on her bedroom wall offer wise counsel
about a future beyond rural Yorkshire. Her role models are Charlotte
Brontë, Shirley MacLaine and the Queen. But, before she can decide on a
career, she must first deal with her future step-mother, the manipulative
and money-grabbing Christine. If Evie can rescue her bereaved father
from Christine’s clutches, and save the farmhouse from being sold off
then maybe she can move on with her own life.

Read by Lewis Hancock

Read by Heather Long
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The Embalmer

Michelle Davies
Shadow of a Doubt

When a freshly-mummified body is discovered at the Brighton Museum
of Natural History, Detective Francis Sullivan is at a loss to identify the
desiccated woman. But as Egyptian burial jars of body parts with cryptic
messages attached start appearing, he realises he has a serial killer on
his hands. Revenge, obsession and an ancient religion form a potent mix,
unleashing a wave of terror throughout the city. Caught in a race against
time while battling his own demons, Francis must fight to uncover the
true identity of the Embalmer before it’s too late...

The whole world believed eight-year-old Cara killed her younger brother.
But she blamed it on a paranormal entity she swears was haunting
her house. No one believed her and after two years of treatment in
a psychiatric unit for delusional disorder, Cara was shunned by her
remaining family and put into foster care. Now she’s being forced to
return to the family home for the first time since her brother’s death, but
what if she’s about to rediscover the evil that was lurking inside its walls?

Read by Candida Gubbins
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Jenny Gladwell
A Gift in December

Emma Hannigan
The Wedding Promise

Jane has given up on love. She might have uncovered the news scandal
of the year, but she’s also been dumped by boyfriend Simon...and
has spent the last month avoiding him at the office. With Christmas
fast-approaching, Jane’s heart is no closer to mending. But Jane’s boss
has other plans for her – she needs someone to go on a luxurious press
trip to Norway to cover the story of the Trafalgar Square Christmas tree.
Jane would much rather wallow at home than spend a week in the fjords
but as Jane throws herself into the trip and starts to enjoy herself, it seems
that love hasn’t quite given up on her just yet...

Restoring a Spanish villa brings Shelly back to the place she and her
husband once loved, fulfilling the promise he made that they would
return. But as plans to transform the villa into a romantic wedding venue
take shape, Shelly discovers her children may need the move more than
she does. Her son Jake has begun to question the things he values most:
his career as a pilot, and his relationship with his girlfriend. Shelly’s
daughter Leila arrives with a new-born baby in tow, but then hears some
startling news. As Casa Maria takes its first booking, will it turn out to
be more than a romantic promise made all those years ago? Perhaps a
second chance at new beginnings?

Reader to be confirmed

Read by Michele Moran
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Elin Hilderbrand
Troubles in Paradise

Chris McGeorge
Inside Out

After uprooting her life, Irene Steele has settled at the villa on St. John
where her husband Russ had been living a double life. But a visit from
the FBI shakes her foundations. Irene and her sons try to get on with
setting up their new lives while evidence mounts that the helicopter crash
that killed Russ may not have been an accident. Meanwhile, a Jeep with
tinted windows seems to be shadowing the Steele family. As a storm
gathers strength in the Atlantic, surprises are in store for the Steeles.
At last all will be revealed about the secrets and lies that brought Irene
and her sons to St. John – and the truth that transformed them all.

Cara Lockhart has just commenced a life sentence in HMP New Fern,
the newest maximum security woman’s prison in the country. She was
convicted of a murder she is adamant she didn’t commit. One morning
she wakes up to find her cellmate murdered – shot in the head with a gun
that is missing. The door was locked all night, which makes Cara the only
suspect. Being the only one who knows the truth, Cara sets about trying
to clear her name, unravelling an impossible case, with an investigation
governed by a prison timetable. Cara starts to learn more about her
fellow prisoners, finding connections between them and herself that she
would never have imagined.

Read by Laurence Bouvard

Read by Helen Keeley
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Florence McNicoll
Home for Christmas

Annie Robertson
If Harry Met Sally Again

Kathy Simmonds is alone at Christmas this year, after her beloved
husband John passed away a few months ago. She keeps her home spick
and span, struggling with her grief for a family she has lost or lost touch
with. But a chance phone call from Battersea Dogs and Cats Home opens
the door to something new. She meets Scruff, a messy Jack Russell with
a heart of gold who has been left for dead on the streets of London.
Another life beckons for Kathy and Scruff, if only she can be brave enough
to grasp the opportunity. Because it is never too late for a second chance.

When Nina discovers her boyfriend in bed with another woman, she
decides it’s finally time to channel the spirit of her idol, Nora Ephron.
Her sequel to the most beloved romcom of all time – If Harry Met
Sally – has been gathering dust for years, but her best friend Astrid
convinces her that this is the perfect moment to finish her script and
make it as the Hollywood screenwriter she always wanted to be. There’s
nothing standing between Nina and her dream – apart from cynical film
producers, her parents’ mid-life crises, Astrid’s turbulent marriage, and
Ben, her utterly infuriating co-writer...

Read by Jilly Bond

Read by Laura Kirman
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Anne Marie Ryan
The Six Tales of Christmas

Luca Veste
The Game

It’s almost Christmas and the snow is falling in the Cotswolds. Simon
and Nora, the owners of the bookshop on the green, are gearing up for
the festive season – but the shop is in trouble. Nora is delighted when a
customer comes in and buys a book that’s been on the shelves for years
– but is it enough to keep the bailiffs from the door? Nora and Simon
come up with a plan to rouse the community spirit, sending out six books
to lonely members of their village. One by one, the villagers come to the
shop, all of them touched by the gesture. The books fly off the shelves,
but will it be enough to save the shop?

You receive a call, an email, a text – it’s from a person who knows your
secret, someone who wants to ruin you. If you don’t do what they say,
they’ll tell everyone what you’ve been hiding. They will come after you,
destroy you, and they aren’t afraid to kill. It’s time to play The Game.

Read by Karen Cass

Reader to be confirmed
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Introducing Matson Taylor...
Matson Taylor grew up in Yorkshire. He now lives in London, where he is a design historian and academic
writing tutor at the V&A, Imperial College and the Royal College of Art. He has always loved telling stories
and, after writing academically, he decided to enrol on the Faber Academy ‘Writing A Novel’ course.
The Miseducation of Evie Epworth is his first novel and a Radio 2 Book Club pick.
What inspired the story behind The Miseducation of Evie Epworth?
I knew I wanted to write a book with a really strong voice – and I loved the idea of ‘the voice’ being on the
brink of adulthood ie. that funny time when we’re adults and children simultaneously. At that age we’re
still quite innocent and naive but at the same time uncannily ‘knowing’ and perceptive, often seeing things
that older people don’t…I knew that I wanted to explore some quite serious issues but in a way that made
people laugh.
Introduce us to Evie.
I think I should let her introduce herself: ‘I am Evie, as old as the hills (16½), as tall as a tree (5ft 11), and as wise as time (perhaps). A dog-loving, celeryhating, never annoying, always enjoying, at times corduroying, (brackets-deploying), daughter of Arthur, and the fastest girl with a milk bottle in East
Yorkshire.’ She also describes herself as ‘a speeding joyous blur of scarf and smile’ – so I think that gives you a feel for her! At the start of the novel she’s
up against it – her home has been invaded by a gold-digging housekeeper…her head is racing round like a sputnik wondering what to do with the rest
of her life, and her heart is trying to piece together the muddled jigsaw puzzle of her long lost mother.
How important is the setting of Yorkshire to the novel?
I really wanted the novel to have a strong sense of place and wanted Yorkshire to come across almost like another character…I really wanted to get
a sense of the county and of Yorkshire people and the humour too. But in another sense the book could take place in any rural setting – most
villages and small towns have a similar feel to them: the way everyone knows everyone; the way there’s a set rhythm to life; the way things change
pretty slowly; the way that community underpins almost everything. And there’s also, for some, the sense that there’s something else, another life,
waiting to be lived elsewhere.

‘I want the book to be as accessible as possible. I think audiobooks are a fantastic resource to help many
people enjoy a good story when they might not be able to access a traditional book for whatever reason.’
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Pete Johnson
How To Change Your Parents
Into Superstars
Can Louis’ parents get any more embarrassing? Will they ever get
on board with his dreams of stardom? Why is everyone dressed in
glittery and ill-fitting clothes? And why, oh why is everyone chanting
‘Ommmmmm’? Follow the hilarious
adventures and misadventures of Louis,
the aspiring schoolboy comedian, in this
laugh-out-loud tale from the awardwinning author of How To Train Your
Parents, Pete Johnson.

The brightest name in Children’s Audio
Kiran Millwood Hargrave
A Secret of Birds & Bone
In an Italian city ravaged by plague, Sofia’s mother carves beautiful
mementoes from the bones of loved ones. But one day, she doesn’t return
home. Sofia and her brother Ermin are sent to the convent orphanage but
soon escape, led by an enigmatic new friend and their pet crow, Corvith.
Together they cross the city underground,
following clues in bones up to the towers
of Siena, where – circled by magpies – the
children find the terrible truth...

Read by Joe Coen

Read by Victoria Fox
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Hana Tooke
The Unadoptables

Holly Webb
Ellie The Homesick Puppy

Autumn 1886. Five babies are left in the care of the matron, Elinora
Gassbeek at the Little Tulip Orphanage. Those babies were Lotta,
Egg, Fenna, Sem and Milou. And although Gassbeek might think they’re
‘unadoptable’, they know their individuality is what makes
them so special – and so determined to
stay together. Then a most sinister
gentleman appears and threatens to tear
them apart. Then the gang decide to
make a daring escape...

Megan is really excited about moving. She can’t wait to take her lively
Golden Labrador puppy, Ellie, for walks in the countryside near their new
house. But Mum and Dad are worried that Ellie is getting in the way,
so Gran offers to have her to stay during the move. Megan and Ellie
have never been separated before. Megan
misses her puppy so much – and Ellie will
do anything to get home to Megan...

Read by Gemma Whelan

Read by Rosie Jones
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Dave Cousins
A Robot Ate My Grandma

Catherine Fisher
The Midnight Swan

Jess and Jake love having a robot babysitter, but lately Robin’s been
malfunctioning more and more often... And the only person who can
help – their inventor Grandma who created Robin – has disappeared. It’s
time for the twins take matters into their own hands...

With an invisible girl, a parliament of owls and a pen that writes by itself,
the journey to the Garden of the Midnight Swan might be Seren’s most
dangerous adventure yet. Seren and Tomos must try to help the Crow
find the way back to his human form. But why is Captain Jones enquiring
about Seren’s past? How have the sinister
Fair Family gate-crashed the Midsummer
Ball, and what is the one desire of the
Midnight Swan?

Read by Peter Kenny

Read by Deryn Edwards

1 hours 50 minutes

3 hours 40 minutes

CD
2

MP3
1

D/L

CD
4

MP3
1

October November



D/L
33

November December


Iszi Lawrence
The Unstoppable Letty Pegg

Holly Webb
The Puppy Who Couldn’t Sleep

Lettice Pegg’s father is a policeman and her mother is a suffragette.
Stuck between them as they argue, Lettice mostly cares about trying to
fit in at school and convincing her parents to let her have roller skates.
But, when Lettice sees her mother brutally thrown to the ground by a
policeman while on a protest march, her
life changes forever. Can Lettice bring her
family back together?

When Lara and her dad discover a scared black puppy in an alleyway,
Lara desperately wants to take him home and look after him. Her dad
isn’t so sure. Lara convinces her dad to let him stay and names him Jet.
But when Jet spends all night howling, Lara’s dad isn’t impressed. Night
after night, the wailing continues... Is there
anything Lara can do to help Jet sleep?

Read by Annie Aldington

Read by Rosie Jones
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Julia Green
The Children Of Swallow Fell
When war comes to the Italian city where Isabella lives with her family,
everything changes. She makes the long journey with her dad to a
safer place. No friends or neighbours – until she meets two ‘wild’ children.
Rowan and Kelda live by themselves, hidden from the world, survivors of
the sickness that swept through the valley.
Together, can the children build a new life,
a life for the future?

CD
2

MP3
1

Pippin and her little mouse Tony are playing hide-and-sleep in Granny’s
garden, when Pippin peeps into the shed and sees a very strange door
that she’s never noticed before. Well, one thing it leads to is a crazy
new adventure for Pippin, Granny, Mungo,
Tony, and Oddplop the frog. Soon they are
on the trail of evil Doctor Blowfart and
his thieving ghost monkeys Lumpkin and
Bachacha, to recover a very important
magical golden mayoral chain!
Read by David Thorpe
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Harry Heape
Shiny Pippin And The
Impossible Door

Read by Annabel Brook
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Helen Lipscombe
Trouble In A Tutu

Holly Webb
Luna

Milly, her mum and her glamorous babushka head to the Nutcracker
for a Christmas treat – but instead their evening ends in a bomb scare
disaster. A dangerous trickster who calls himself ‘the Mouse King’ is
playing a deadly game with Swan House, the ballet school for spies.
As Milly navigates her second term, she
starts to suspect there is more to the new
Head of Ballet and his perfect daughter
than meets the eye...

Hannah knows there is something special about the wooden bear cub
puppet from the moment she buys it. So when the puppet gets broken,
she cries herself to sleep. Woken by a growling noise, she finds herself in
a stable wearing old-fashioned clothes. Then she comes face to face with
a real-life bear cub! Can Hannah return
the bear to the wild and find a way back
to her own time?

Read by Rosalind Steele

Read by Rosie Jones
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Read by David Thorpe

Audio

Edward Marston
The Wolves of Savernake

Edward Marston
The Ravens of Blackwater

Ralph Delchard, a soldier who fought at the Battle of Hastings,
and Gervase Bret, a talented lawyer, have been commissioned by
William the Conqueror to look into irregularities brought to light during
the compilation of the Domesday Book. The King’s work is a dangerous
business. A man’s body is found mutilated
in Savernake Forest and the residents of
Bedwyn sleep uneasy at night, fearing a
monster stalking the town.

The small village of Maldon is controlled by the wealthy and rapacious
FitzCorbucion family, led by Hamo FitzCorbucion, the lord of Blackwater
Castle. When his eldest son, Guy, is found murdered, an enraged
Hamo demands justice. Into this charged atmosphere arrives a tribunal,
led by soldier Ralph Delchard and lawyer
Gervase Bret.
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Edward Marston
The Dragons of Archenfield

Edward Marston
The Lions of the North

The frontier zone of Archenfield in Herefordshire is a no-man’s-land,
which acts as a bulwark between Norman-controlled English soil, and
the Welsh border. Soldier Ralph Delchard and lawyer Gervase Bret arrive
in Hereford to settle conflicting claims to land in Archenfield. But they
are shocked to discover the murder of a
principal witness. No clues remain except
an enigmatic red dragon cut into the turf
in front of the house.

Ralph Delchard and Gervase Bret lead a group of the King’s commissioners
into the war-torn lands of Yorkshire to settle land claims. There the
commissioners learn of two great terrors: the rogue Olaf Evil Child, and
the ravenous lions Aubrey Maminot keeps as pets. Then the lions make a
feast of a young man who tries to sneak
into the castle...
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Edward Marston
The Serpents of Harbledown

Edward Marston
The Stallions of Woodstock

Ralph Delchard and Gervase Bret arrive in Canterbury to be met by the
news that the body of a young girl has been found, apparently killed by
a poisonous snake. Their investigation takes them to the leper hospital in
Harbledown where the girl used to take herbs. Once they establish that
she was murdered by human agency, they
begin to uncover all sorts of hidden secrets
in the town.

Three powerful Norman lords and a Saxon thegn watch their horses
competing in a race near Woodstock. When one of the riders is murdered
during the race, suspicion falls on the Saxon. Ralph Delchard and Gervase
Bret are guests at Oxford Castle while they deliberate on land disputes
in the area. But caught up in the murder
investigation, they feel that a man has
been wrongly accused...
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