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Phillipa Ashley
A Perfect Cornish Escape
Seven years ago, Marina Hudson's husband was lost at sea. She vowed to love him for
the rest of her life – but when kind-hearted Lachlan arrives in Porthmellow, should she
really deny herself another chance at happiness?
Tiff Trescott was living life to the full as a journalist in London – until her boyfriend's
betrayal brought it all crashing down. Fleeing to her cousin Marina's cottage, Tiff feels
like a fish-out-of-water. And when brooding local Dirk wins a day with her in a charity
auction, she's thrown headfirst into Cornish life.
This summer promises new beginnings for both Tiff and Marina. But are they too good
to be true?
Porthmellow Harbour Series
“Wonderful. A love story with a mystery at its heart, it will make you laugh, cry
and yearn for Cornwall. I loved it!” MIRANDA DICKINSON
“Gorgeously romantic, with plenty of twists to keep me turning the pages.
Absolutely loved it.” HOLLY MARTIN

No Canadian Rights
No US Rights

Romance 414pp

Kate Ellis
The Boy Who Lived With The Dead

Anna Jacobs
Marrying Simone

It is 1920 and DI Albert Lincoln is still reeling from the disturbing events
of the previous year. Before the War, he'd investigated the murder of a
child in a Cheshire village, and now a woman has been murdered there
and another child is missing. With the help of the village schoolmistress,
Albert closes in on the original pre-war killer. He soon realises the only
witness is in grave danger, possibly from somebody he calls "the Shadow
Man". And as he discovers more about the victims he finds information
that might bring him a step closer to solving a mystery of his own – the
whereabouts of his son.

In Australia Simone has been widowed for four years and is ready to make
a more interesting life. Her friends are driving her mad introducing her
to eligible men; her busy daughters are just the opposite, wanting her
available for babysitting.

Albert Lincoln Series
Readers' Reviews:
“A fantastic read which kept me
guessing right until the last few
pages.”

When she is offered a house swap with a couple in the UK she takes it,
not without some trepidation.
In the UK, Russ has just taken possession of his new house and wants only
peace and quiet after a few months of rehab following a serious injury.
Can these two help one another avoid meddling friends and relatives, and
build new lives?

Penny Lake Series

“Compulsive reading...very
cleverly constructed with plenty
of twists.”

Mystery 402pp
1

General Fiction 360pp
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Val McDermid
Still Life
On a freezing winter morning, fishermen pull a body from the sea. It is quickly
discovered that the dead man was the prime suspect in a decade-old investigation,
when a prominent civil servant disappeared without trace. DCI Karen Pirie was the
last detective to review the file and is drawn into a sinister world of betrayal and dark
secrets.
But Karen is already grappling with another case, one with even more questions and
fewer answers. A skeleton has been discovered in an abandoned campervan and all
clues point to a killer who never faced justice – a killer who is still out there.
In her search for the truth, Karen uncovers a network of lies that has gone unchallenged
for years. But lies and secrets can turn deadly when someone is determined to keep
them hidden for good...
“Brilliant... Sensational... Unforgettable...” THE GUARDIAN
“Compulsively readable.” THE IRISH TIMES
“As good a psychological thriller as it is possible to get.”
THE SUNDAY EXPRESS

No Canadian Rights
No US Rights
Thriller 504pp

Jonathan & Jesse Kellerman
Lost Souls

Anne Perry
One Fatal Flaw

Deputy Coroner Clay Edison is juggling a new baby who won't sleep with
working the graveyard shift. For once he's trying to keep things simple.

It is 1910 and a warehouse fire on the banks of the Thames has left one
criminal dead and another charged with his murder. Convinced of his
innocence, Jessie Beale begs barrister Daniel Pitt to defend the accused.
It's a hopeless case – unless Daniel can find an expert witness, whose
testimony on fire damage is so utterly convincing that any jury would
believe him.

When infant remains are found by developers demolishing a local park, a
devastating cold case is brought back to light.
Clay has barely begun to investigate when he receives a call from a man
who thinks the remains could belong to his sister – who went missing 50
years ago. Now Clay is locked in a relentless search that will unearth a web
of violence, secrets and betrayal.
Because in this town, the past isn't dead. It's very much alive. And it can
kill.

“Storytelling at its best, I loved
it.” KATHY REICHS

Daniel's friend Miriam fford Croft was taught by formidable forensic
scientist Sir Barnabas Saltram, who has built his reputation on giving
evidence of this kind. But when Saltram agrees to testify, thus saving
an innocent man from the gallows, Daniel unwittingly starts a chain of
events that has devastating consequences for all of them...
The Daniel Pitt Series
“...this series just gets better
and better.”
CRIMINAL ELEMENT

No Canadian Rights

No Canadian Rights

No US Rights

No US Rights

Thriller 456pp

Historical Mystery 408pp
2
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Nicholas Sparks
The Return
Trevor Benson never intended to move back to New Bern, North Carolina. But when a
mortar blast outside the hospital where he worked sent him home from Afghanistan
with devastating injuries, the dilapidated cabin he'd inherited from his grandfather
seemed as good a place to regroup as any.
From their very first encounter, Trevor feels a connection with deputy sheriff Natalie
Masterson that he can't ignore. But even as she seems to reciprocate his feelings, she
remains frustratingly distant.
Further complicating his stay in New Bern is the presence of a sullen teenage girl,
Callie, who lives in the trailer park down the road. Trevor hopes Callie can shed light
on the mysterious circumstances of his grandfather's death, but she offers few clues.
In his quest to unravel Natalie and Callie's secrets, Trevor will learn the true meaning
of love and forgiveness.

“Will sweep you off your feet...[a] story of secrets, seduction, and forgiveness
you'll want to read over and over again.” CNN UNDERSCORED
“As much a family drama as it is a love story... If you, like Trevor, are looking
to slow down and focus on what's really important, The Return is the
heartwarming read you've been waiting for.” BOOKPAGE

No Canadian Rights
No US Rights
General Fiction 408pp

David Stafford
Skelton's Guide To Domestic Poisons

Alys Clare
The Outcast Girls

Mary Dutton is accused of killing her husband by poison. The police see it
as an open-and-shut case, and even those protesting for her believe she
committed the act, but is innocent of wrongdoing after suffering years of
domestic abuse.

London, 1881. Lily Raynor, owner of the World's End Investigation Bureau,
is growing increasingly worried. Work is drying up, finances are tight and
she cannot find enough for her sole employee, Felix Wilbraham, to do.
So when schoolteacher Georgiana Long arrives, with a worrying tale of
runaway pupils, it seems like the answer to her prayers.

Since his recent success in the high-profile Dryden case catapulted him
to the front pages of the national press, Arthur Skelton is now one of the
most recognisable barristers. Despite the odds, he agrees to represent
Mary Dutton.
With a general election on the horizon and both sides of the political
divide keen to turn the Dutton case to their advantage, as well as longheld secrets within the Dutton family itself, can Skelton ever really expose
the truth?
The Arthur Skelton Series
Readers' Reviews:

Disguised as the new Assistant Matron, Lily joins the Shardlowes School
staff, while Felix – suppressing his worries about his cool, calm employer
– remains behind. But there are undercurrents at Shardlowes, and the
shadowy, powerful men who fund the school's less fortunate pupils loom
larger as Felix's own investigations unfold. Felix can't shake off his fear
that Lily is in danger – and soon, his premonitions come frighteningly
true...
“Mystery and social commentary
combine in a heartbreaking and
sadly relevant tale.”
KIRKUS REVIEWS

“Classic murder mystery.”

3

“A captivating and compelling
1920s murder mystery.”

“...another satisfying tale
from the mistress of historical
mystery.” MBA

Historical Mystery 372pp

Historical Mystery 378pp
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Kate Ellis
The House Of The Hanged Woman

Jessica Fellowes
The Mitford Affair

Derbyshire, 1921. When an MP goes missing in a Derbyshire village,
Scotland Yard detective Albert Lincoln is sent to investigate. A grim
discovery has been made in a cave next to an ancient stone circle: the
naked body of a middle-aged man mutilated beyond recognition.

Meet the Bright Young Things, the rabble-rousing hedonists of the 1920s
whose treasure hunts are a media obsession. One such game takes place
at the 18th birthday party of Pamela Mitford, but ends in tragedy as
cruel, charismatic Adrian Curtis is pushed to his death from the church
neighbouring the Mitford home.

The local police assume it is the missing politician but when Albert arrives
in Wenfield he begins to have doubts. Two years earlier he conducted
another traumatic murder investigation in the same village and he finds
reminders of a particularly personal tragedy as he tries to help a vicar's
widow who claims her husband was murdered.

The police quickly identify the killer as a maid, Dulcie. But Louisa Cannon,
chaperone to the Mitford girls and a former criminal herself, believes
Dulcie to be innocent, and sets out to clear the girl's name...all while the
real killer may only be steps away.

Then there is another murder in Wenfield. Could there be a link between
all of Albert's cases?

The Mitford Murders Series

The third and final book in
the Albert Lincoln Series

“A gripping, glamorous
whodunnit.” PRIMA

Winner of the CWA Dagger In
The Library Award

“Absolute blissikins. Set in 1925,
this is a delightful mashup of
real and fictional characters.”
THE GUARDIAN

“A beguiling author who
interweaves past and present.”
THE TIMES

Charnwood
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No Canadian Rights
No US Rights
Mystery 420pp

Mystery 456pp

Erica James
Letters From The Past
1962. Evelyn Devereux and her husband, Kit, are preparing for their 20th wedding
anniversary party when Evelyn receives an anonymous letter that threatens to unravel
secrets from years ago...
Evelyn's sister-in-law, Hope, has brought joy to countless children with her bestselling
books, but happiness has never come easily to her. Her fragile world is turned upside
down when she too receives an anonymous letter.
And across the village, up at Melstead Hall, Julia Devereux has married into a life
beyond anything she could have dreamt of, not realising until it's too late that it comes
with a heavy price.
Meanwhile, in the sun-baked desert of Palm Springs, Romily Devereux-Temple is
homesick. Upon her return, and shocked to learn what has been going on, Romily is
challenged to save the day and hold the family together. Can she do it – and maybe
seize some happiness for herself at the same time?

“A glorious summer story which sizzles with passion; idyllic location, compelling
characters and lives so interwoven, that their secrets have the power to change
everything. I wanted it to go on forever.” CATHY BRAMLEY

No US Rights
General Fiction 606pp
4

Charnwood

Charnwood Softcover 		

February

Graham Norton
Home Stretch
It is 1987 and a small Irish community is preparing for a wedding. The day before the
ceremony a group of young friends, including bride and groom, drive out to the beach.
There is an accident. Three survive, but three are killed.
Connor is one of the survivors. But staying among the angry and the mourning is
almost as hard as living with the shame of having been the driver. He leaves the only
place he knows and makes a home for himself in New York. The city provides shelter
and possibility for the displaced, somewhere Connor can forget his past and forge a
new life.
But the secrets, the unspoken longings and regrets that have come to haunt those left
behind will not be silenced. And before long, Connor will have to confront his past.

“Graham Norton's new novel had me in floods... His gift for characterisation is
positively Binchy-esque! Such nuance and warmth! It's GORGEOUS.”
MARIAN KEYES
“Beautifully written. Fasten your seatbelts, it's going to be a bumpy read. Utterly
fantastic.” LIZ NUGENT

No Canadian Rights
No US Rights
General Fiction 366pp

Roberta Kray
Betrayed

Anne Perry
Death With A Double Edge

After losing her mum in a tragic accident when she was young, Chrissy
Moss had to find out the hard way how to survive on one of the East End's
most notorious estates.

May 1911. Daniel Pitt is summoned to a murder scene in the slums
of London's East End. He identifies the dead man as Jonah Drake, a
distinguished senior barrister who has been killed with a double-edged
sword.

When a 15-year-old girl disappears, hours after delivering a message for a
local lowlife, the residents take the law into their own hands, forcing old
secrets to resurface.
With rumours flying, Chrissy begins to suspect what happened to her
mother was no accident. But people on the estate are scared to talk, and
to find answers Chrissy must unravel an age-old web of deceit that runs
right into the heart of London's East End.

With the police holding out little hope of finding Drake's killer, Daniel and
his friend Toby Kitteridge rise to the challenge. They have leads that take
them from the underbelly of the East End to the very highest echelons of
society. Then Daniel's father, Thomas Pitt, receives a warning from Special
Branch to cease the investigation. But Daniel and his father will not be
deterred – despite the risks involved in the pursuit of justice...

Could it be that Chrissy, like her mother, put her trust in the wrong person?
The Daniel Pitt Series
“A cracking good read.”
JESSIE KEANE
“Great writing, gripping story,
loved it!” MANDASUE HELLER

“Anne Perry's Victorian
mysteries are marvels of plot
construction.”
NEW YORK TIMES

No Canadian Rights
No US Rights
Thriller
5

528pp

Historical Mystery 390pp
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Dawn Elisabeth Brightside has been running from her past for twenty-two
years and two months, precisely.
So when she is offered a bed in St Jude's Hostel for the Homeless, it means
so much more than just a roof over her head.
But with St Jude's threatened with closure, Dawn worries that everything
is about to crumble around her all over again.
Perhaps, with a little help from her new friends, she can find a way to save
this light in the darkness?
And maybe, just maybe, Dawn will finally have a place to call home...
“This the book we all need right
now: a story of kindness and
hope. I absolutely loved it.”
ANSTEY HARRIS
“...clever, funny and full of
heart.” LIA LOUIS

M.C Beaton
Hot To Trot
Private Detective Agatha Raisin immerses herself in the glittering lifestyle
of the fabulously wealthy when Sir Charles Fraith is accused of murder –
and Agatha is named as his accomplice!
A high-society wedding, a glitzy masked ball, and an introduction to the
world of international show-jumping where the riders are glamorous,
the horses are beautiful, and intrigue runs deep, leave Agatha with a list
of suspects as long as a stallion's tail. Sinister evidence then emerges
that appears to seal Sir Charles's fate and Agatha must uncover the
truth before a net of skulduggery closes around him and he loses his
ancestral home, his entire estate, and his freedom. And if events weren't
complicated enough, Agatha's ex-husband James Lacey is back in Carsely
and back in Agatha's heart...

Charnwood

Jessica Ryn
The Extraordinary Hope Of Dawn
Brightside

February - March

Agatha Raisin Series
“Every new Agatha Raisin
escapade is a total joy.”
ASHLEY JENSEN
“No wonder she's been crowned
Queen of Cosy Crime.”
MAIL ON SUNDAY

No Canadian Rights

No Canadian Rights

No US Rights

No US Rights

General Fiction 402pp

Mystery 252pp

Clare Chambers
Small Pleasures
London, 1957. Jean Swinney is a feature writer on a local paper, disappointed in love
and living a limited existence with her truculent mother.
When a young woman, Gretchen Tilbury, contacts the paper to claim that her daughter
is the result of a virgin birth, it is down to Jean to discover whether she is a miracle
or a fraud.
But the more Jean investigates, the more her life becomes strangely intertwined with
that of the Tilburys: Gretchen is now a friend, and her Margaret a sort of surrogate
child. And Jean doesn't mean to fall in love with Gretchen's husband.
The story that Jean is researching for the newspaper seems to be causing dark ripples
across all their lives.
A BBC 2 Between the Covers Book Club Pick
“This is one of the most tender, beautiful books I have ever read. Please, please
order it now. I honestly don't want you to be without it. It is exquisite.”
LUCY MANGAN
“Remarkable... Small Pleasures is no small pleasure.” THE TIMES

No Canadian Rights
No US Rights
General Fiction 426pp
6
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Michael Connelly
Fair Warning
Jack McEvoy is a reporter with a track record in finding killers. But he's never been
accused of being one himself.
Jack went on one date with Tina Portrero. The next thing he knows, the police are at
his house telling Jack he's a suspect in her murder.
Maybe it's because he doesn't like being accused of a crime he didn't commit. Or
maybe it's because the method of her murder is so chilling that he can't get it out of
his head.
But as he uses his journalistic skills to open doors closed to the police, Jack walks a
thin line between suspect and detective – between investigation and obsession – on
the trail of a killer who knows his victims better than they know themselves...
Jack McEvoy Series
To be adapted by Michael Connelly into a movie for Compelling Pictures
“More literary caviar from Connelly.” FINANCIAL TIMES
“A truly terrifying thriller...” BOOKLIST

No Canadian Rights
No US Rights
Thriller 450pp

Jessica Fellowes
The Mitford Scandal

Mike Gayle
All The Lonely People

1928. After the death of a maid at a glamorous society party, fortune
heir Bryan Guinness seizes life and proposes to 18-year-old Diana,
most beautiful of the six Mitford sisters. The maid's death is ruled an
accident, and the newlyweds put it behind them to begin a whirlwind
life. Accompanying Diana as her lady's maid is Louisa Cannon, as well as
a coterie of friends, family and hangers on, from Nancy Mitford to Evelyn
Waugh.

In weekly phone calls to his daughter in Australia, widower Hubert Bird
paints a picture of the perfect retirement, packed with fun, friendship and
fulfilment. But Hubert Bird is lying. The truth is, day after day drags by
without him seeing a single soul. Until, that is, he receives some news –
news that will force him out again, into a world he has long since turned
his back on.

When a second victim is found in Paris in 1930, Louisa begins to see links
with the death of the maid two years previously. Now she must convince
the Mitford sisters that a murderer could be within their midst...
The Mitford Murders Series
“A glittering, entertaining,
perfectly formed whodunnit.”
ADELE PARKS
“A must-read series...exactly
what we all need in these
gloomy times.” SUSAN HILL

No Canadian Rights
No US Rights
Mystery 414pp
7

Now Hubert faces a seemingly impossible task: to make his real life
resemble his fake life before the truth comes out. Along the way Hubert
stumbles across a second chance at love, renews a cherished friendship
and finds himself roped into an audacious community scheme that seeks
to end loneliness once and for all...
“A heartwarming story about
the power of community and
human connection. Hubert Bird
stole my heart.” BETH O'LEARY
“Mike takes ordinary people
and makes them extraordinary.
Hubert Bird is a gentle hero
and I loved him. All The Lonely
People is a book that is perfect
for the times we live in, but also
one to treasure for many years
to come.” RUTH HOGAN

No US Rights
General Fiction 492pp
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Catherine Miller
The Archers: Ambridge At War

Cassandra Parkin
Soldier Boy

It's 1940 and war has broken out.

Under the shadow of trauma, Liam has been discharged from the army.
As night terrors torment him and he struggles to keep his anger intact, he
finds himself in his car, his daughter Alannah asleep in the back, while his
wife Emma has gone AWOL. With no idea where to go for shelter, his only
goal is to hold onto his daughter at all costs.

It is midnight at the turn of the year, and Walter Gabriel speaks the same
line that opened the very first radio episode – 'And a Happy New Year to
you all!'
For Ambridge, a village in the heart of the English countryside, this year will
bring change in ways no one was expecting. From the Pargetters at Lower
Loxley Manor to the loving, hard-working Archer family at Brookfield Farm,
the war will be hard for all of them. And the New Year brings the arrival
of evacuees to Ambridge.

But his daughter is on a journey of her own, and as the consequences of
Alannah's choices unfold, nothing will ever be the same again...

Charnwood
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As the villagers embrace wartime spirit, the families that listeners have
loved for generations face an uphill battle to keep their secrets hidden.
The Ambridge Series
“Fans of The Archers will
relish this opportunity to view
Ambridge through the prism
of the Second World War. ...a
nostalgic trip down memory
lane with a gripping plot
thrown in for good measure.”
WATERSTONES

“The writing is glorious,
beautiful...the handling of the
subject matter is so tender, so
sensitive, so utterly well done.
This book is just what the world
needs right now. No one could
read it and not learn something,
not let their mind and heart
open up just a little bit more. I
adored it.” LOUISE BEECH
“Uniquely structured...keeps you
glued to the page.” ANA JOHNS

No US Rights
General Fiction 408pp

General Fiction 408pp

Ian Rankin
A Song For The Dark Times
When his daughter Samantha calls one morning at 5 a.m., John Rebus knows it's not
good news. Her partner Keith has been missing for two days.
Rebus fears the worst...and knows from his lifetime in the police that his daughter will
be the prime suspect.
Though he wasn't always the best parent – the job always came first – now his child
needs him more than ever. But is he going as a father or a detective?
As he travels to the windswept coast of a small place with big secrets, he wonders
whether this might be the first time in his life when the truth is the one thing he
doesn't want to find...

The John Rebus Series
“Magnificent...utterly unputdownable and an immersive pleasure.”
MARIAN KEYES
“This is Rankin at his best, Rebus at his best, storytelling that meets the moment and
transcends all genres and expectations.” MICHAEL CONNELLY

No US Rights
Crime 480pp
8
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Kay Brellend
The Way Home

Dilly Court
The Country Bride

North London, 1916. When Olivia Bone and Lieutenant Lucas Black share
a passionate kiss one summer's evening, it seems as if their love might
finally have a chance to bloom. But their brief happiness is cut short when
Lucas is sent to fight on the front line, leaving Livvie uncertain if she'll
ever see him again.

Little Creek, 1879. For most of her life Judy Begg has been a loyal servant
at Creek Manor, and to Jack Fox, its future lord. But just as their childhood
friendship blossoms into a secret engagement, he abandons her. And with
Creek Manor up for sale, Judy and her family lose everything.

While her friends in London busy themselves with marriage plans and
dreams of babies, Livvie returns to France, throwing herself into her work
as a war nurse on the Western Front. But when two German prisoners are
admitted at the hospital, the dangers of war suddenly feel much closer to
home – and Livvie is forced to be braver than she has ever been before...
Can Livvie and Lucas find their way to a brighter future before the war
tears them apart?

Devastated, Judy is nonetheless determined to make the best of her
life. Resolving to forget about Jack, she battles to keep her family from
poverty's door and her mother from the hands of her violent husband.
Rob Dorning, the new owner of the manor, seems to be the answer to
all of Little Creek's problems, but Judy isn't convinced. And when the
ghosts of her past resurface, Judy will need to find more courage than
ever before...
Village Secrets Series

Bittersweet Legacy Series
Readers' Reviews:
“Vividly rendered.”
HISTORICAL NOVEL SOCIETY

“...give yourself some hours to sit
down, read and lose yourself in
the goings on at the Creek.”
“Didn't want this book to end...”

474pp

462pp

Patricia Falvey
The Titanic Sisters

Anna Jacobs
A Woman's Promise

Sisters Nora and Delia have been given the chance of a lifetime – to
escape their poor Irish farm and travel on the Titanic to a new life in
America. Nora is to become a treasured governess for a rich family, while
Delia has only a lowly maid's position.

As the only female cabinet maker in the valley in 1935, Frankie Redfern
is unusual. But she's content working for her father. When her husband
falls gravely ill, Frankie's mother takes over, causing serious trouble for
her daughter.

But when disaster strikes, and Nora dies, a small misunderstanding leads
to Delia taking Nora's place as governess.
As Delia grows closer to her charge, and the girl's father, will she be able
to reveal the truth to find a chance at happiness?

Jericho Harte has never met a woman he wanted to marry until he bumps
into Frankie on the moors. When she comes to him the next day, it seems a
marriage of convenience might suit them both. Or could their relationship
become more than that? But Frankie's problems worsen as her father goes
missing from hospital. Is there more to his illness than meets the eye? Can
Frankie and Jericho help uncover the truth and put an end to the danger
she's in before it's too late?

Readers' Reviews:

Birch End Series

“Loved this book...”
Readers' Reviews:
“Wonderful story and very
well written.”

“Thank you, Anna, for the
pleasure you give in all your
books.”
“Another brilliant, hard-to-putdown book...”

No Canadian Rights
No US Rights
408pp
9

No US Rights
432pp

January - February

Gwen Kirkwood
Return To Bonnybrae

Nicola Pryce
A Cornish Betrothal

1919. Miss Rina Capel has one ambition – to set aside her life of privilege
and become a nurse. But when she is summoned back to Bonnybrae to
see her dying grandfather just before her eighteenth birthday, he reveals
family secrets which turn her world upside down.

Cornwall, 1798. Eighteen months have passed since Midshipman Edmund
Melville was declared missing, presumed dead, and Amelia Carew has
fallen in love with a young physician, Luke Bohenna. But, on her birthday,
Amelia suddenly receives a letter from Edmund announcing his imminent
return.

In love with a man she can't have, and facing marriage to a man she
has never met, Rina must draw on all her reserves to escape the fate her
dissolute parents would condemn her to.
Can Rina chart a course in a world torn asunder, and protect the Estate
from the awful consequences of her parents' actions? And can she find
love, and a way for happiness to return to Bonnybrae?

Magna

Magna Family Saga Softcover 		

When he returns, it is clear that his time away has changed him. Amelia,
however, is determined to nurse him back to health and honour his heroic
actions in the Navy by renouncing Luke.

Cornish Saga Series
Love Has No Borders Series
“Kirkwood brings her readers an
emotionally complex, ultimately
heartwarming slice of life in rural
Scotland.” BOOKLIST

282pp

486pp

Kerry Bell
The Emmerdale Girls

Sylvia Broady
Daughter Of The Sea

Exploring the lives of Emmerdale's much-loved families during World
War II, including favourites such as the Sugdens and the Dingles, The
Emmerdale Girls is a hopeful and nostalgic novel about community,
friendship and love.

Jessica is grieving for her beloved father, Jacob Kingdom, a trawler owner
fondly remembered by his crew. But a confrontation with her mother
leads to Jessica being cast out from the family home and the reveal of a
shameful secret.

December 1944, and the residents of Beckindale can't believe they're
going through another wartime Christmas. Though the success of the
D-Day landings earlier in the year has brought some hope to the village.
The women of Emmerdale are navigating their own lives, loves and dreams
and as the war draws to a close, they realise things will never be the same
again.

It isn't long before she meets a charismatic trawlerman who is proud to
walk out with Kingdom's daughter on his arm, in spite of the discontent
among the fisherman now her cold-hearted brother is running the
business.

The Emmerdale girls are going to learn things are never dull where love
is involved.

The Emmerdale Series

With Jessica desperate to prove herself worthy of a place in her tight-knit
community, does she have what it takes to weather the storm of her life to
come, or will her secret hold her back from embracing who she is?

“Well-paced...genuinely
gripping.” HISTRORICAL
NOVELS REVIEW
“A gripping saga of tension and
drama that will stay with you
long after you have turned the
final page.” VAL WOOD

No US Rights
420pp

420pp
10
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Gwen Kirkwood
A Scottish Destiny

Posy Lovell
The Kew Gardens Girls

1920. When seventeen-year-old Marie Sinclair travels to Strathlinn to visit
her brother and his family, all she is looking for is rest and recuperation
after the death of Lady Hanley, for whom she had been caring over the
past eighteen months. But when her pregnant sister-in-law is rushed to
hospital, the lives of her and her twins in danger, Marie is forced to take on
a far greater role within her Scottish family. And who is Mark Blackwood,
the new young Estate owner, who seems only interested in machines and
who is struggling with the unfamiliar responsibilities of running the estate
and gathering rent from tenants who are not always inclined to pay?
Meeting him on the train to Strathlinn, Marie's life becomes entwined
with his, as friend, help-meet – and, maybe, something more...?

It's 1916 and England is at war. Desperate to help in whatever way they
can, Ivy and Louisa enlist as gardeners at Kew, taking on the jobs of the
men who have gone to fight.

Love Has No Borders Series
“Kirkwood draws on her
experiences in the rural
community of which she has
such knowledge. This delivers
a realism and warmth which
has become the hallmark of
her books.” DUMFRIES &
GALLOWAY STANDARD

Under their care, the gardens begin to flourish – but Ivy and Louisa aren't
being treated fairly, and not everyone wants them there. Without women's
rights, the pair begin to struggle – but can the support of the Suffragettes
help their cause?
And when a tragedy overseas affects the people closest to them, can the
women of Kew pull together to support themselves and their country
through the darkest of times?

A heartwarming novel about
women in wartime, inspired
by real life events.
Readers' Reviews:
“Great story with fascinating
historical snippets.”
“Intriguingly beautiful.”

No US Rights
366pp

354pp

Rosie Meddon
Her Patriotic Duty

Glenda Young
The Girl With The Scarlet Ribbon

Esme Colborne is about to marry Richard Trevannion. When she finds out
she is adopted – from a working class family – she cannot allow Richard
to marry so far beneath his station.

When a newborn baby girl is found abandoned with nothing but a scarlet
ribbon tied to her basket, Ava Davidson, housekeeper of the wealthy
McNally family's home, takes her into her care. Sworn to secrecy about
the baby's true identity, Ada names her Jess and brings her up as her own,
giving Jess no reason to question where she came from.

Fleeing the life she knew, she starts working as a decoy woman, testing
British undercover operatives who may otherwise reveal secrets in a
moment of weakness.
However, she still has feelings for Richard. Will she be brave enough to risk
having her heart broken all over again?

WWII Saga Series

But when Ada passes away, grief-stricken Jess, now 16, is banished from
the place she's always called home. With the scarlet ribbon the only
connection to her past, will Jess ever find out where she really belongs?
And will she uncover the truth about the ruthless McNallys?

Readers' Reviews:

“Mesmerising. Beautiful.”

“Wonderful read, full of rich
characters, evocative description
and a touch of romance.”

“An evocative tale of love and
finding who one really is in
wartime Britain.”

“Just wanted it to go on forever
and read more about the
characters and their lives.”

Readers' Reviews:

No US Rights
396pp
11

384pp

Magna Family Saga Softcover 		
Beryl P. Brown
May's Boys

Kate Eastham
Coming Home To Liverpool

May Sheppard was widowed before the Second World War and believed
she would never be a mother. Evacuee, Cliff, has brought her the joy of
temporary motherhood but, with peace on the horizon, the prospect of
his cold-hearted mother taking him back to a life in the city he barely
remembers looms over them. Their dream of adoption to become a family
takes a staggering turn when May is forced into an undertaking for which
they are ill-equipped and unprepared. The prejudice of vindictive villagers
adds to May and Cliff's struggle to cope with a life that is changed for
ever...

Liverpool, 1872. After spending time training at the Infirmary for Women in
New York, Maud Linklater can't wait to put her skills to the test. Whilst her
nurse friends welcome her back with open arms there are others who do
not wish her well, including Nancy Sellers. Nancy resented Maud's talents
as a nurse and she will stop at nothing to sabotage Maud's life. As Maud
Linklater resettles back into life in her hometown, can she overcome any
obstacle thrown her way?

Readers' Reviews:
“An unputdownable book about
a family in the Second World
War.”
“A heart-warming read.”

Magna

March

Readers' Reviews:
“Excellent. Couldn't put it
down.”
“...another great read by Kate
Eastham...a real page turner
so start reading you won't be
disappointed.”

No US Rights
366pp

408pp

Evie Grace
The Smuggler's Wife

Emma Hornby
A Daughter's Price

Kent, 1815. When the beautiful but naive Grace Lennicker falls for Isaiah
Feasey, son of a rival smuggling family and owner of a local tavern, her
sisters try to intervene.

Laura Cannock is on the run, suspected of killing her bullying husband,
and his family are out for revenge. Fleeing from her beloved home of
Bolton to Manchester, Laura seeks refuge with her coal-merchant uncle.
But her relief is short-lived as it soon becomes clear that a roof over her
head comes with a price – of a type so unbearable she must escape once
more.

Grace is unwittingly drawn back into the world of smuggling that her
sisters fought hard to leave behind, and as violence erupts, she finds
herself unable to stand by, knowing the rival gangs will kill anyone who
stands in their way.

The Smuggler’s Daughters
Series
Will she risk her life to keep
her loved ones safe?

Destitute and penniless, a stench-ridden housing court in the back streets
of the factories is Laura's only hope of a dwelling – a place where both
the filth and the kindness of neighbours overwhelm. Here people stick
together through the odds, leading Laura to true friendship, and possibly
love. But with the threat of her past still hanging over her, there's still one
battle she must fight – and win – alone...
Readers' Reviews:
“Emma Hornby's books just keep
getting better and better.”
“Emma is a wonderful storyteller
and I can't wait for the next
one!”

No Canadian Rights
No US Rights
426pp

No US Rights
426pp
12
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Gwen Kirkwood
Love Has No Borders

Glenda Young
The Paper Mill Girl

Fiercely independent, young Marguerite Sinclair has the opportunity of a
lifetime to become a nurse and contribute to the war effort. Meanwhile,
Rick Fortescue, who has loved her from the first moment he saw her, asks
her to marry him before being shipped off to the war front. Marguerite
refuses to marry, wanting to complete her training first, but soon realises
how strong her feelings for Rick are...

Seventeen-year-old Ruth Hardy works long hours at Grange Paper Works,
with her younger sister Bea. When Bea reveals that she is pregnant out
of wedlock, Ruth knows even tougher times are ahead. Ruth's hard work
at the mill does not go unnoticed and it looks as though their luck might
turn when she's promoted. When the arrival of Bea's baby girl ends in
tragedy, Ruth is left with no choice but to bring up her niece herself.
Although Ruth's friendship with the girls at the mill, and the company of
charming railway man, Mick Carson, sustain her, ultimately Ruth bears the
responsibility for keeping her family safe. Will she ever find happiness of
her own?

When Marguerite falls and injures herself, all her plans are shattered.
She is sent home from France to recover. But an opportunity to remain in
Scotland and nurse the war wounded presents itself. Now all they need to
be happy is for war to be over and
for Rick to come home safely...
Love Has No Borders Series
A gripping tale of love in a
heart-warming climate

“Amazing novels.”
SHARON MARSHALL
“Such a good writer. She's
fantastic! Real sagas with female
characters right at the heart.”
JANE GARVEY

No US Rights
378pp

336pp
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B.W. Black
The Secret Guests			

Jenny Colgan
Five Hundred Miles From You

It is 1940 and the bombs are falling thick and fast on London. The royal
family must do all they can to assure the British public of their solidarity.
But what of the two young princesses – Elizabeth and Margaret? How can
they be kept safe without jeopardizing morale in the capital?

Lissa loves her job as a nurse, but recently she's been doing a better job
of looking after other people than looking after herself. After a traumatic
incident at work leaves her feeling overwhelmed, she agrees to swap lives
with someone in a quiet village in Scotland.

Meanwhile Celia Nashe is delighted when she finally gets her longawaited transfer to MI5. But whatever she was expecting of her mission
for the war effort, it wasn't this. A crumbling castle in remote, rural Ireland,
playing nursemaid to two pampered young girls. But her posting soon
turns out to be very far from tame. Questions are being asked by the locals
about the identities of Celia's secret charges. And when a dead body turns
up at the castle gates, it will take
every effort to uncover the truth,
and to stop it from coming to light.

Cormac is restless. Just out of the army, he's desperately in need of
distraction, and there's precious little of it in Kirrinfief. Maybe three months
in London is just what he needs.

“The Downton Abbey of
suspense novels...brushed with
the fairy tale dust of royalty.”
KATU

As Lissa and Cormac warm to their new lives, emailing back and forth
about anything and everything, finally things seem to be falling into place.
But each of them feels there's still a piece missing. What – or who – could
it be? And what if it's currently five
hundred miles away?
“A sheer delight from start to
finish.” SOPHIE KINSELLA
"Gorgeous, glorious, uplifting.”
MARIAN KEYES

“Tantalising... Black is a pleasure
to read.” AIR MAIL

No Canadian Rights

No Canadian Rights

No US Rights

No US Rights

Historical Mystery 360pp
13

Romance 450pp
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Stephen Leather
Slow Burn

Matson Taylor
The Miseducation Of Evie Epworth

There are thousands of jihadi brides in refugee camps in the Middle
East. Some of them were once British before they were stripped of their
citizenship. Were they brainwashed or simply naive when they set out for
Syria as teenagers?

July, 1962. The fastest milk bottle-delivery girl in East Yorkshire, 16-yearold Evie Epworth is tall as a tree and hot as the desert sand. She dreams
of an independent life lived under the bright lights of London (or Leeds).
The two posters of Adam Faith on her bedroom wall ("brooding Adam"
and "sophisticated Adam") offer wise counsel about a future beyond rural
Yorkshire. Her role models are Charlotte Brontë, Shirley MacLaine and the
Queen.

Spider Shepherd is about to be sent on an extraordinary mission to the
Syrian border. There he will have to decide which of the women he meets
are a threat, and which of them have useful information.
But there is one bride he must take back to the UK whatever her
circumstances. She is the wife of a notorious ISIS bombmaker, Salam Jaraf.
The bombmaker will only tell MI5 what he knows if his wife and son
are brought to him. But it soon becomes obvious that hostile forces are
following Spider and Mrs Jaraf across Turkey.

But, before she can decide on a career, she must first deal with her future
step-mother, the manipulative and money-grabbing Christine. If Evie
can rescue her bereaved father from Christine's pink and over-perfumed
clutches, and save the farmhouse from being sold off then maybe she can
move on with her own life and finally work out exactly who it is she is
meant to be.

Spider Shepherd Series

Radio 2 Book Club Pick

“Leather's latest full-throttle
thriller could hardly be more
topical...it hurtles off the page,
grabbing the reader by the
throat.” DAILY MAIL

“Such a joyful and uplifting read.
Just the sort of thing that people
will want to be reading right
now.” RADIO 2 BOOK CLUB

“Thought-provoking, highoctane chase thriller with style.”
FINANCIAL TIMES

No US Rights

“A sweet, fizzy sherbet dib-dab
of a book - deliciously nostalgic,
hugely funny and ultimately
heartwarming...”
VERONICA HENRY

No US Rights

Thriller 540pp

General Fiction 390pp

Rebecca Tope
The Grasmere Grudge 		

Raynor Winn
The Wild Silence			

Returning from a much-needed holiday, Persimmon "Simmy" Brown
discovers that life in the Lake District is, as ever, far from relaxing. Before
she can enjoy the idea of being the future Mrs Chris Henderson, her
fiancé discovers the body of his friend, antiques dealer Jonathan Woolley,
strangled in a house in Grasmere.

Nature holds the answers for Raynor and her husband Moth. After walking
630 homeless miles along The Salt Path, living on the windswept and wild
English coastline; the cliffs, the sky and the chalky earth now feel like
their home.

How can she put her trust in a man with something to hide?

Moth has a terminal diagnosis, but he seems revitalized in nature. Together
on the wild coastal path, they discover that anything is possible. Now,
life beyond The Salt Path awaits and they come back to four walls, but
the sense of home is illusive and returning to normality is proving difficult
– until an incredible gesture by someone who reads their story changes
everything. A chance to breathe life back into a beautiful farmhouse
nestled deep in the Cornish hills; rewilding the land and returning nature
to its hedgerows becomes their saving grace and their new path to follow.

The Lake District Mysteries
Series

The follow-up to one of the
most talked about books of
the decade – The Salt Path

Simmy enlists the help of her friends and amateur detectives Ben and
Bonnie, but the investigation appears to ask more questions than it
answers as historical grudges against the dead man are revealed. It seems
that many people had a reason for wanting Jonathan dead. But with
Chris's increasingly evasive and odd behaviour, Simmy begins to wonder if
he is more involved in the murder than he is saying.

Readers Reviews:
“Another winner...”
“Wonderful.”

Isis
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“A thrill to read. The nature
writing is beautiful...heartening
and comforting. You feel the
world is a better place.”
THE TIMES

No Canadian Rights
No US Rights
Mystery 354pp

N/F: Biography 354pp
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Bridget Collins
The Betrayals				

Jackie Fraser
The Bookshop Of Second Chances

At Montverre, an exclusive academy tucked away in the mountains, the
best and brightest are trained for excellence in the grand jeu: an arcane
and mysterious contest. Léo Martin was once a student there, but lost
his passion for the grand jeu following a violent tragedy. Now he returns
in disgrace, exiled to his old place of learning with his political career in
tatters. Montverre has changed since he studied there, even allowing
a woman, Claire Dryden, to serve in the grand jeu's highest office of
Magister Ludi. When Léo first sees Claire he senses an odd connection
with her, though he's sure they have never met before. Both Léo and Claire
have built their lives on lies. And as the legendary Midsummer Game, the
climax of the year, draws closer, secrets are whispering in the walls...

Thea's having a bad month. Not only has she been made redundant, she's
also discovered her husband of nearly 20 years is sleeping with one of
her friends. And he's not sorry – he's leaving. Bewildered and lost, Thea
doesn't know what to do. But, when she learns the great-uncle she barely
knew has died and left her his huge collection of second-hand books
and a house in the Scottish Lowlands, she seems to have been offered a
second chance.

“It's just beautiful – written
with such elegance and poise.”
JOANNA CANNON
“She's done it again: this is
another triumph...The Betrayals
sinks its teeth into you and won't
let you go. It's a mesmerising,
intimate and ambitious story...”
ERIN KELLY

Running away to a little town where no one knows her seems like exactly
what Thea needs. But when she meets the aristocratic Maltravers brothers
– grumpy bookshop owner Edward and his estranged brother Charles,
Lord Hollinshaw – her new life quickly becomes just as complicated as the
life she was running from...
Readers' Reviews:
“This is a wonderful escape
that was fun, touching, and as
cosy as a cuppa in front of the
fireplace.”
“I absolutely loved this book! It
is the most entertaining piece of
women's fiction/romance I have
read in a long time.”

No Canadian Rights

No Canadian Rights

No US Rights

No US Rights

Fantasy 522pp

Romance 444pp

Adam Kay
Dear NHS

Edward Marston
The Unseen Hand

100 Stories To Say Thank You		

1917. The Lotus Hotel offers sanctuary for its exclusively female clientele,
attracting the cream of London's society. But a dead body found in one of
its rooms is hardly good for business, and when it is discovered that the
woman was neither a guest nor a member of staff, the Lotus's reputation
as a safe haven is cast in doubt.

Curated and edited by Adam Kay, Dear NHS features 100 household
names telling their personal stories of the health service. The NHS is our
single greatest achievement as a country. No matter who you are, no
matter what your health needs are, and no matter how much money you
have, the NHS is there for you.
In Dear NHS, 100 inspirational people come together to share their stories
of how the national health service has been there for them, and changed
their lives in the process. By turns deeply moving, hilarious, hopeful and
impassioned, these stories together become a love letter to the NHS and
the 1.4 million people who go above and beyond the call of duty every
single day – selflessly, generously, putting others before themselves, never
more so than now.

Inspector Marmion and Sergeant Keedy are dispatched to look into
the events at the hotel and soon suspect foul play. Tangling with a
forgetful widower, a wily competitor and the haughty hotel owner, the
pair will have to delve into the past to solve this crime in the present.

The Home Front Detective
Series

Readers' Reviews:
“A brilliant tribute to our brilliant
NHS.”
“A beautiful and moving book,
emotional and full of personal
and affectionate stories of the
greatest achievement the U.K.
ever produced.”

Readers' Reviews:
“Great read, as always.”
“Another winner!!!”

No Canadian Rights
No US Rights
N/F: General 408pp
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Mystery 372pp
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Alexander McCall Smith
How To Raise An Elephant		

Janet Skeslien Charles
The Paris Library

As the temperature rises in Gaborone, Precious Ramotswe, founder of the
No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency, wonders whether the heat could be the
reason that business is particularly slow. Precious has time to contemplate
her new neighbours, who have a rather volatile relationship... But then a
distant cousin of Mma Ramotswe's comes to the agency with a plea for
help. Armed with Mma Ramotswe's circumspection and Mma Makutsi's
sharp eye, they proceed with confidence and open hearts. What, after all,
could be more straightforward than a family matter?

Paris, 1939. Odile Souchet is obsessed with books, and her new job at the
American Library in Paris is a dream come true. When war is declared, the
Library is determined to remain open. But then the Nazis invade Paris, and
everything changes. In Occupied Paris, choices as black and white as the
words on a page become a murky shade of grey – choices that will put
many on the wrong side of history, and the consequences of which will
echo for decades to come.

Meanwhile, their colleague Charlie is behaving oddly, borrowing Mma
Ramotswe's van and returning it in an unusual condition. Digging a little
deeper, the explanation is both strange and extraordinary, and takes
Charlie, along with Mma Ramotswe's husband, Mr J. L. B. Matekoni, on a
hair-raising night-time expedition.
The No.1 Ladies' Detective
Agency Series
“Irresistible.” THE TIMES
“Every page contains a gem of
wit and insight.” SCOTSMAN

Montana, 1983. Lily is a lonely teenager desperate to escape small-town
Montana. She grows close to her neighbour Odile, discovering they share
the same love of language, the same longings. But as Lily uncovers more
about Odile's mysterious past, she discovers a dark secret, closely guarded
and long hidden.
“Meticulously researched, The
Paris Library is an irresistible,
compelling read.” FIONA DAVIS
“Intelligent and sensuously rich...
A novel tailor-made for those
who cherish books and libraries.”
KIRKUS REVIEWS

No Canadian Rights

No Canadian Rights

No US Rights

No US Rights

Mystery 300pp

Historical Fiction 474pp

Benjamin Black
Even The Dead				

Edward Marston
Rage Of The Assassin

Pathologist Quirke is back working in the city morgue, watching over
Dublin's dead. When a body is found in a burnt-out car, Quirke is called
in to verify the apparent suicide of an up-and-coming civil servant. But
Quirke can't shake a suspicion of foul play. The only witness has vanished,
every trace of her wiped away. Piecing together her disappearance, Quirke
finds himself drawn into the shadowy world of Dublin's elite – secret
societies and high church politics, corrupt politicians and men with money
to lose. When the trail eventually leads to Quirke's own family, the past
and present collide. But crimes of the past are supposed to stay hidden…

London, 1818. MP Sir Roger Mellanby attends a performance of Macbeth
at Covent Garden, featuring Hannah Granville. It is the final performance
of what has been a triumphant production and both the Prince Regent and
Hannah's love, Bow Street Rival Paul Skillen, are in the audience.

Quirke Series

The Bow Street Rivals Series

“Superb.” IRISH TIMES

Readers' Reviews:

“Quirke is an endearing hero
and the Dublin of the 1950s
– wet, cold, foggy, sinister – is
evoked with harsh realism and
nostalgia.” THE TIMES

No Canadian Rights

Isis

February - March

		

After the show, both Mellanby and the Prince Regent make their way to
the stage door for a glimpse of Hannah. As the crowd jostles around them,
a shot is fired and Mellanby is killed, but Paul Skillen quickly deduces that
the assassin was really after the Prince Regent. Will Paul and his twin
brother Peter be able to stop him from killing Prinny?

“Another good read with an
unexpected twist at the end.”
“This is another example of the
brilliant writing that is achieved
by Edward Marston. The plot
and characters are portrayed
wonderfully, there are plenty of
twists and turns.”

No US Rights
Mystery 336pp

Mystery 366pp
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Alexander McCall Smith
The Geometry Of Holding Hands

Naomi Miller
Imperfect Alchemist			

When Isabel Dalhousie and her husband Jamie book a table at an expensive
Edinburgh restaurant, she finds herself battling with her conscience. Lately,
the care of their young sons, Charlie and Magnus, is often undertaken by
their housekeeper Grace. Is Isabel deserving of such a luxurious dinner?
In the restaurant, Isabel witnesses a row between local businessmen.
Compelled to intervene in the aftermath, Isabel's sense of integrity is
observed by a fellow diner, Iain Melrose, who seeks out her help. He must
decide which of his remaining relatives should one day inherit his estate.
Isabel, he believes, would make a just executor of his will.

England, 1575. Mary Sidney, who will go on to claim a spot at the heart
of Elizabethan court life and culture, is a fourteen-year-old navigating grief
and her first awareness of love and desire. Her sharp mind is less interested
in the dynastic alliances and marriages that concern her father, but will she
be able to forge a place for herself and her writing in the years to come?

Another troubling situation arises with her niece, Cat, whose relationship
with the unlikeable Leo is causing her to behave recklessly.

Defying the conventions of their time, these two women, mistress and
maid, will find themselves facing the triumphs, revelations and dangers
that lie ahead together.

Can Isabel balance compassion and integrity to make the right choice
for all?
The Isabel Dalhousie Series

Rose Commin, a young country girl with a surprising talent for drawing,
is desperate to shrug off the slurs of witchcraft which have tarnished life
at home. The opportunity to work at Wilton House, the Earl of Pembroke’s
Wiltshire residence, is her chance.

A spellbinding story based on
a remarkable Tudor life

Readers Reviews:
“Could not put it down.”
“...uplifting and joyful and
life-affirming, as well as being
exquisitely well-written.”

No Canadian Rights

No Canadian Rights

No US Rights

No US Rights

General Fiction 252pp

Historical Fiction 504pp

Rebecca Tope
The Patterdale Plot 			

Christie Watson
The Courage To Care

Simmy Brown had hoped that her autumn would be less frantic than usual
to give her a chance to enjoy her pregnancy, her upcoming nuptials, and
some time looking for a new house in the Patterdale area of the Lake
District. But it is not to be...

A Call For Compassion

When one of the lodgers at her parents' B&B dies in her arms
after seemingly being poisoned, she becomes embroiled in a complex
investigation, headed up by her friend DI Moxon. It is clear the victim had
some connection to a controversial new building project near Patterdale
and Simmy's ideas of a quiet run up to Christmas are cruelly dashed.

The Lake District Mysteries
Series
“A quirky whodunnit delight
in the Agatha Raisin mould.”
PETERBOROUGH TELEGRAPH

In The Courage To Care, Christie Watson reveals the remarkable extent
of nurses' work. A community mental-health nurse choreographs support
for a man suffering from severe depression. A teen with stab wounds is
treated by the critical-care team. A pregnant woman loses frightening
amounts of blood following a car accident; it is a military nurse who
synchronises the emergency department into immaculate order and focus.
Christie makes a further discovery: that, time and again, it is patients and
their families – including her own – who show exceptional strength in the
most challenging times. We are all deserving of compassion, and as we
share in each other's suffering, Christie Watson shows us how we can find
courage too. The courage to care.
“Now more than ever, nurses are
on our minds and in our hearts.
Christie writes with beauty and
compassion about how they do
their jobs. When I wasn't crying,
I was marvelling.”
TRACY CHEVALIER
“An inspiring book for our
challenging times.”
OLIVIA COLMAN

No Canadian Rights
No US Rights
Mystery 330pp
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N/F: General 252pp

Aurora Softcover 		
Paul Cleave
Whatever It Takes

Christina Baker Kline
The Exiles

When seven-year-old Alyssa is kidnapped, Deputy Noah Harper decides
he will do whatever it takes to find her – but that means crossing lines
he can never come back from. Finding the girl safe isn't enough to stop
Noah from losing his job, his wife, and his home. He's told that, if he ever
returns to the town of Acacia Pines, he'll be put in jail and left there to rot.

London, England, 1840: Evangeline Stokes loses her position as a
governess when she finds herself pregnant out of wedlock. After being
accused of assault and of theft, she is committed to Newgate Prison, then
to a prison ship bound for Australia. On board, she strikes up a friendship
with Hazel, sentenced to seven years for stealing a silver spoon.

Twelve years later comes a phone call. Alyssa is missing again, and her
uncle wants Noah to honour the promise he made to her all that time
ago – that he'd find The Bad Man if he ever came back. To save her, Noah
must return to The Pines and come face to face with the past.

Hobart Town, Australia, 1840: Mathinna is the orphaned daughter of the
chief of the Lowreenne tribe. Adopted by the new governor of Tasmania
and brought to Hobart to live with the family, she is treated more like a
curiosity than a child.

“Cleave writes like the fine-tuned
punches of a middleweight boxer
– with short sharp jabs to the
solar plexus that make you gasp.
The Kiwi crime writer scores
another knock-out punch with
his latest novel... The pace and
the carnage accelerate toward a
climax lasting for several pages
and leaving you breathless.”
COURIER MAIL – BRISBANE
“Tense, thrilling, touching. Paul
Cleave is very good indeed.”
JOHN CONNOLLY

These three women – Evangeline, Hazel, and Mathinna – will all become
part of the story of the creation of a new society in the land beyond the
seas...
Optioned for Television
by Bruna Papandrea, the
Producer Of HBO's
Big Little Lies
“Both uplifting and
heartbreaking...”
LIBRARY JOURNAL

No Canadian Rights
No US Rights

Thriller 444pp

Historical Fiction 384pp

Heather Morris
Stories Of Hope

Iain Ryan
The Spiral

Finding Inspiration In Everyday Lives

Enter the spiral.

Heather Morris's extraordinary talents as a listener led Lale Sokolov to
entrust her with his story – which she told as the bestselling novel The
Tattooist Of Auschwitz and its follow-up, Cilka's Journey.

Find the truth.

Now she shares her inspiring voyage through writing, exploring how she
learned to really listen to the stories people told her, some of which she
has shared with millions of readers in her fiction.
An inspiring manual for life, Stories Of Hope examines and explores
Heather's extraordinary writing journey in the form of a series of tales of
the remarkable people she has met, the incredible stories they have shared
with her, and the lessons they hold for us all.

“Stories are what connect us
and remind us that hope is
always possible.”
HEATHER MORRIS

“A wonderfully moving literary
companion.” WOMAN & HOME

Aurora

January

Erma Bridges' life is far from perfect, but entirely ordinary. So, when she is
shot in a targeted attack by a colleague, her quiet existence is shattered
in an instant.
With her would-be murderer dead, no one can give Erma the answers she
needs to move on from her trauma. Why her? Why now?
So begins Erma's quest for the truth – and a dangerous, spiralling journey
into the heart of darkness.

A unique crime thriller with
killer twists – and 2020's
most jaw-dropping ending
The utterly original and
brilliantly compelling new
thriller by twice Ned Kelly
Award shortlisted author
Iain Ryan

No Canadian Rights
No US Rights
N/F: General

258pp

Crime 318pp
18

Aurora

Aurora Softcover 		

February

Ingrid Alexandra
Across The Water

Kerry Greenwood
Tamam Shud

In remote Oyster Creek, a beautiful young mother and her baby daughter
Ruby have gone missing. But it was no secret that Delilah Waters never
wanted children. She wasn't coping with motherhood, and everyone
believes she leapt to her death in the creek, taking Ruby with her.

The Somerton Man Mystery

Everyone, that is, except Liz Dawson.

Decades later, the Somerton Man's identity and death remain mysteries.
From his clothing's missing labels, to the tiny piece of paper with the words
'Tamam Shud' found in the fob pocket of his trousers, this cold case is
brimming with facts that are stranger than fiction.

Wrestling with her own demons, Liz risks everything to uncover a truth
that becomes more complex with every twist. Of all people, Liz knows that
just because someone is a reluctant mother, it doesn't mean they don't
love their child. And it doesn't mean they're capable of murder...does it?

“This story pulled me in from
the first page! With fabulously
complex characters and a dark,
twisty plot, this is a psychological
thriller you won't want to put
down...” SAM CARRINGTON
“It is most certainly a page
turner... a dark, psychological
thriller that keeps you guessing.”
JOY ELLIS

In 1948, a man was found dead on Somerton Beach in Adelaide, Australia.
Well-dressed and unmarked, he had a half-smoked cigarette by his side,
but no identity documents.

Written by one of Australia's best-known and most loved crime writers,
this book explores pieces of the author's own past in an attempt to solve
the puzzle, uncovering a new way of writing about true crime – and about
herself – in the process.
Readers' Reviews:
“An interesting read.”
”Well-written, often humorous
look at a true life crime
mystery.”

No Canadian Rights
No US Rights
Mystery 312pp

N/F: True Crime

Kim Hunt
The Beautiful Dead

Belinda Missen
Accidentally In Love

Ranger Cal Nyx discovers a badly decomposed body out in the bush. When
the remains are identified as someone she once knew, the police keep a
very close eye on her. And once it emerges that the victim was the main
suspect in an old murder case, the case takes a complicated turn.

In the space of a week, Katharine Patterson has quit her job, decided to
move back home, and broken up with her sort-of-boyfriend.

With family issues bubbling away in the background, Cal starts to feel the
heat. She has a difficult history, and when the police start probing into her
private life, she finds herself in a race against the clock to solve the crime.
But the murderer has Cal in their sights, and she has a choice to make –
catch a killer, or do right by her family?

210pp

No big deal. Because Katharine has a plan. She's going to open her own
art gallery, just like she's always wanted. What she's not going to do is
worry about relationships.
But she's also met Kit, a handsome and talented local artist. He might be
the most stubborn person Katharine has ever met. He might also make
her feel like no one ever has before. And Katharine might be about to fall
accidentally in love...

Readers' Reviews:
Readers' Reviews:
“A truly gripping and detailed
thriller.”
“You like suspense and great
crime writing? The Beautiful
Dead has it all...”

“If you like well-written LOL
books with feisty female leads
then this is for you...”
“A refreshing, sweet rom-com...
I was in the mood for a great
pick-me-up read and this really
hit the spot."

No US Rights
Mystery 300pp
19

Romance 408pp

Aurora Softcover 		
Sandy Barker
A Sunset In Sydney

Trent Dalton
All Our Shimmering Skies

Sarah Parsons has a choice ahead of her. After the trip of a lifetime she's
somehow returned home with not one, but two handsome men wanting
to whisk her away into the sunset.

Darwin, 1942: As Japanese bombs rain down, Molly Hook, the gravedigger
girl, turns once again to the sky for guidance.

Gorgeous American Josh wants to meet Sarah in Hawaii for a holiday to
remember.
Meanwhile, silver fox James plans to wine and dine her in London.

In her head, she carries a map that leads to the gold of Longcoat Bob,
the man who put a curse on her family and turned their hearts to stone.
By her side are the most unlikely travelling companions: Greta, a razortongued actress, and Yukio, a fallen Japanese fighter pilot.

It's a lot to handle for an Aussie girl who had totally sworn off men! And
being pulled in two directions across the globe is making life very tricky
indeed...

Run, Molly, run, says the daytime sky. Run to the vine forests. Run to
northern Australia's wild and magical monsoon lands. Run to friendship.
Run to love. Because the graverobber's coming, and the night-time sky is
coming with him. So run, Molly, run...

The Holiday Romance Series

“...an open-hearted wonder, by
turns heartbreaking and full of
hope, no less than an instant
classic.” VENERO ARMANNO

Readers' Reviews:

Aurora

March

“The perfect escape.”
“What a glorious read!”

“Australia has a new literary
hero...” KRISTINA OLSSON

No Canadian Rights

No Canadian Rights

No US Rights

No US Rights

Romance 420pp

Literary 522pp

L.J.M Owen
The Great Divide

Vanda Symon
Bound

In the rural Tasmanian town of Dunton, the body of a former headmistress
of a children's home is discovered, revealing a tortured life and death.
Detective Jake Hunter, newly arrived, searches for her killer among past
residents of the home. He unearths pain, secrets and broken adults.
Pushing aside memories of his own treacherous past, Jake focuses all his
energy on the investigation. Why are some of the children untraceable?
What caused such damage among the survivors?

A brutal home invasion shocks the nation. A man is murdered, his wife
bound, gagged and left to watch. But when Detective Sam Shephard
scratches the surface, the victim, a successful businessman, is not all he
seems to be. And when the evidence points to two of Dunedin's most
hated criminals, the case seems cut and dried...until the body count starts
to rise.

The identity of her murderer seems hidden from Jake by Dunton's fog of
prejudice and lies, until he is forced to confront not only the town's history
but his own nature...

Twisted Secrets.
Hidden Victims.
Monstrous Crimes.

The Sam Shephard Series
Readers' Reviews:
“Vanda produces another novel
that thoroughly entertains.”
“Another page turner.”

No Canadian Rights
No US Rights
Thriller 306pp

Crime 348pp
20

Publisher Selections

LJ Ross

P
S

...

DCI Ryan Series

“LJ Ross keeps company with best mystery writers…” THE TIMES

Holy Island

Sycamore Gap

Detective Chief Inspector Ryan retreats
to Holy Island on sabbatical leave. A
few days before Christmas, his peace is
shattered and he is thrust back into the
murky world of murder when a young
woman is found dead amongst the ruins
of the nearby Priory.

Detective Chief Inspector Ryan believes he
has put his turbulent history behind him.
Then, in the early hours of the summer
solstice, the skeleton of a young woman is
found inside the Roman Wall at Sycamore
Gap. She has lain undiscovered for ten
years and it is Ryan's job to piece together
her past.

When local girl Dr Anna Taylor arrives
on the island as a police consultant, old
memories swim to the surface making her
confront her difficult past. She and Ryan
struggle to work together to hunt a killer
who hides in plain sight, while pagan
rituals and small-town politics muddy the
waters of their investigation.

Enquiry lines cross and merge as Ryan is
forced to face his own demons and enter
into a deadly game of cat and mouse with
a killer who seems unstoppable...

Crime 468pp

Crime 414pp

Heavenfield

Angel

When a man is found dead at the remote
church of Heavenfield, DCI Ryan is the
only other person for miles around. The
police have no weapon, no motive and no
other suspects.

After a turbulent time, DCI Ryan's life
is finally returning to normal and he's
looking forward to Easter bank holiday
weekend. But on Good Friday morning he
is called out to a crime scene. The body
of a redheaded woman has been found
buried in a shallow grave and the killer
has given her wings, like an angel.

Already suspended from Northumbria
CID, Ryan must fight to clear his name.
But soon, more than his career is at
stake when prominent members of the
mysterious 'Circle' begin to die. Somebody
wants Ryan's name to be next on the
coroner's list and to survive he must
unmask the devil who walks among them
– before it is too late.

Soon, another woman is found at a
different cemetery, followed quickly by
another. Panic spreads like wildfire and
Ryan's band of detectives must work
around the clock to unmask him before
he can strike again.

Crime 360pp

Crime 354pp

High Force

Cragside

Detective Chief Inspector Ryan's worst
nightmare has just become a reality.
Notorious serial killer The Hacker has
escaped prison and kidnapped one of
his best detectives from her own home.
Ryan lost his sister and nearly his own
life bringing the man to justice first time
around. Can Ryan do it again to save his
friend?

DCI Ryan is spending the summer with
his fiancée at Cragside, a Bavarian-style
mansion surrounded by woodland. When
they are invited to attend a Victorian
murder mystery evening – it's all a joke
until the lights go out and an elderly man
is found dead. It looks like an unfortunate
accident but, as the dead man's life begins
to unfold, Ryan and his team of detectives
realise that all is not as it appears.

There's a nationwide manhunt underway
but the trail has gone cold and fear
spreads like a virus. Ryan and his team
must find The Hacker before he takes
another life – but are they too late?

When a second body is found, terror grips
the close-knit community and Ryan must
uncover the killer who walks among them,
before they strike again...

The clock is ticking...

Crime 396pp
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Crime 366pp

March

Isis

Isis Softcover backlist		
January
AWARD
WINNER

Fern Britton
The Newcomer

Simon Beckett
The Restless
Dead
l★

Mystery 546pp

Andrea
Camilleri
The Other End
Of The Line

AWARD
WINNER

l★

l★

Shaun Bythell
Confessions Of
A Bookseller

General Fiction 432pp

N/F: Memoir 456pp

Christina
Dalcher
Vox

Stacey Halls
The Familiars
l★

l★

Mystery 306pp

Sci-Fi 408pp

Historical Fiction 390pp

Quentin Bates
Cold Breath

Judith Cutler
Head Wound

Zoe Lea
The Secretary

February

★

l★

Mystery 432pp

Mystery 342pp

Thriller 402pp

Norah Lofts
Copsi Castle

Alexander
McCall Smith
The Quiet Side
Of Passion

M.P. Wright
Restless Coffins

l★
Historical Fiction 438pp

General Fiction 330pp

Mystery 438pp

Janet
Evanovich
Tricky
Twenty-Two

Winifred Foley
Shiny Pennies And
Grubby Pinafores

Sarah J. Harris
The Colour Of
Bee Larkham's
Murder

March

AWARD
WINNER

l★

l★

Mystery 282pp

N/F: Memoir 348pp

Mystery 504pp

Antonio Iturbe
The Librarian Of
Auschwitz

Lisa Jewell
The Family
Upstairs

Celeste Ng
Little Fires
Everywhere

★

LibraryReads Hall
Of Fame

l★

l★
Historical Fiction 504pp
l

No Canadian Rights

★

No US Rights

Mystery 402pp

General Fiction 414pp
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Sagebrush Western

Sagebrush Western Softcover 		
January
Allan Vaughan Elston
Montana Masquerade

John Hunter
The Burning Land

When Perry Hamil witnesses the massacre
of a stagecoach and its passengers – he's
inspired with an idea. What if one of the
five mutilated bodies were...him? No
more wanted posters or threat of the
gallows. So Perry becomes Barry Rodman
who'd been bound for Bozeman to inherit
more money than he's ever dreamed
of. All he has to do is wait around for
six months. But Barry's fiancée and a
sheriff who knows Perry are headed for
Bozeman – and it won't take them six
months to get there!

Cal Bentley has won his fight to provide
water for a land that desperately needs
it. Now all he has to do is convince the
local ranchers the government means
business. Even the sheriff has quit rather
than try to tell Boss Herbert to get off
the 500,000 acres of government land
he's using. So naturally Cal gets himself
elected lawman. Which ends up with him
and his partner beaten and left in the
desert, with no way to get back. No way
at all. And no water...

264pp

246pp

February
Clay Randall
When Oil Ran Red

Bradford Scott
Shootin' Man

Family loyalty means Grant Lunsford
won't change his name, despite his
brother being a notorious outlaw. But
when he beats up a bartender after
hearing the ballad about Boss being
sung in the bar, John Kinsley, hires Grant.
Soon after, the other ranchers of The Strip
band together to oppose the inroads of
oil drillers. Kinsley refuses to join them,
declaring that he's going into oil himself.
To complicate matters, Grant falls in love
with Kinsley's stepdaughter when the
big rancher plans to marry her off to his
eastern oil-promoter partner...

Nothing stops the Night Riders. Nobody
knows who they are or where they come
from – only that no gold and no lives are
safe while they ride.

234pp

180pp

Walt Slade, undercover ace of the Texas
Rangers, is the man most feared. The sight
of this lawman with the lightning-fast
draw astride his black horse, symbolizes
defence of the innocent and the end
of reckless careers of lawlessness... He
has the tough job of tracking down the
Night Riders – and the even tougher job
of staying alive while they lure him into
a trap.

March

23

Lee Hoffman
Dead Man's Gold

Philip Ketchum
Red Pardee

Vern sure had the knack of getting into
a parcel of trouble. First the cattle had
stampeded, and he'd been sent to find
and bring them back. Then he discovered
the dead Spaniard – with pockets full
of gold! Dead man or not, gold was
gold, and Vern was not about to let this
opportunity pass him by. So he would
hunt down the source of that lost gold
mine, and that was the real beginning of
his trouble. Because how far can a man
get in rugged country without his horse,
his gun and his boots...and with a mad
old coot tracking him down!

Tom and Myrt Gallard were good people.
They knew a little bit more than most
about Indians, and they had never
thought of them as any different to
themselves. So it was natural for them
to want a half-Indian boy when they
adopted a child. Like any conscientious
father, Tom Gallard taught young Red
Pardee how to take care of himself. With
gun, knife, fists, or anything else. Tom just
didn't know how well he could teach – or
how apt a pupil he had. Which was lucky
– because Red ended up taking care of a
lot more than just himself...

162pp

234pp

January
Scott Connor
The Man Who Shot Jesse Sawyer

John Davage
Six-Guns At Solace

216pp

248pp

Alex Frew
The Hunted Four

Paul Green
A Short Ride To Hell

256pp

296pp

Saran Essex
The Outlaw Legend Begins

Steven Gray
Stagecoach To Serenity

264pp

256pp

P. McCormac
Quigley's Way

Chris Adam Smith
Gunfight At The Nameless
Village

304pp

224pp

Frank Ellis Evans
The Crooked M Killings

Shorty Gunn
The Legend Of Link Bonner

264pp

264pp

Cole Matthews
The Trail To Devil's Canyon

Gillian F. Taylor
The Sins Of Motherlode

232pp

224pp

Linford Western

Linford Western Softcover 		

February

March
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Linford Romance

Linford Romance Softcover 		
January
Angela Britnell
New Year,
New Guy

Cara Cooper
The Ghost In
The Window

Kirsty Ferry
It Started With
A Giggle

328pp

264pp

272pp

Dawn Knox
Fearless Heart

Carol Thomas
Maybe Baby

Alan C.
Williams
Valley Of Secrets

328pp

408pp

328pp

John Darley
An Oscar For
Emmy

Kirsty Ferry
Jessie's Little
Bookshop By
The Sea

Valerie Holmes
One Man's Loss

248pp

264pp

216pp

Evelyn Orange
Island Of Mists

Ken Preston
Murder In The
Haunted Castle

Alan C.
Williams
Wings Of A
Nightingale

336pp

336pp

328pp

Jill Barry
Date With
Danger

Philippa Carey
A Body In The
Chapel

Beth Francis
Promise Of
Spring

328pp

248pp

344pp

Christina
Garbutt
Rose's Alpine
Adventure

Dawn Knox
Bletchley Secrets

Margaret
Mounsdon
The Lombardi
Emeralds

320pp

320pp

256pp

WWII Series

February

March

25

Graham Norton
Home Stretch
“Graham Norton's examination of
small-town Irish lives continues in
his deeply moving third novel. He
is a magnificent writer.”
JOHN BOYNE

Ian Rankin
A Song For
The Dark
Times
“Genius... Only great novels
capture the spirit of the age.
This is one of them.”
THE TIMES

See page 5
See page 8

Adam Kay
Dear NHS
Great writers, artists,
entertainers and thinkers talk
about their experiences of
the NHS and explore what
it means to them in this
unique collection.
See page 15

Janet Skeslien
Charles
The Paris Library
“The Paris Library is a refreshing
novel that celebrates libraries as
cradles of community, especially
when we need them the most.
It shows how literature can be
a means of escape, a catalyst
for human connection, and
a moral centre in grim times.
A thoroughly enjoyable read,
kind-hearted and brimming with
delightful bookish allusions.”
MATTHEW SULLIVAN
See page 16

Paul Cleave
Whatever It
Takes

Christina
Baker Kline
The Exiles

“Tense, thrilling, touching.
Paul Cleave is very good
indeed.”
JOHN CONNOLLY

“Master storyteller Christina
Baker Kline is at her best in
this epic yet intimate tale of
nineteenth-century Australia.
I loved this book.”
PAULA MCLAIN

See page 18

See page 18
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