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Introducing Samantha Silva…
Samantha Silva is a writer and screenwriter based in Idaho. She is currently adapting her debut novel, Mr Dickens
and His Carol, for the stage. Love and Fury is her latest novel.
Introduce us to Love and Fury.
Everyone knows Mary Shelley, who gave us Frankenstein, but not everyone knows her mother, who gave us
feminism…Wollstonecraft is an enormously important 18th century writer and philosopher who argues and fights
with every shred of her being for an end to tyranny, whether of kings, of marriage, or men. She took Edmund Burke
head on, supported both the American and French Revolutions…and managed to live as an independent woman,
supporting herself as a writer, which is extraordinary for the period. She was famous in her own lifetime, but her
reputation was destroyed for a century when her grieving husband, radical philosopher William Godwin, rushed to
write a tell-all memoir, including her tragic love affairs, out-of-wedlock child, severe depression, suicide attempts,
that scandalised even her admirers. I think we’re still recovering from that loss – trying to recover her.

‘Two centuries later, her fight for gender equality is still the fight,
and her presence as necessary as ever.’
What’s your favourite quality about her?
It hadn’t occurred to me that my favourite qualities of Wollstonecraft’s – fierce love and rage – are qualities of mine, even if not as attractive in me as they are
in her. She is driven by her expansive intellect and reason, but also by intense passions and emotion…As soft as she was, and as kind, there’s so much strength
in her, even her name – ’Wollstonecraft’ – sounds like a feminist superhero.
Did you discover any fun facts whilst researching that you didn’t know previously?
The fact that the eldest Kingsborough daughter, Margaret, who’s greatly influenced by Wollstonecraft when she’s governess to the girls, ends up leaving
her marriage, her status and wealth, to go to Italy, where she dresses as a man, goes to medical school, and becomes a practicing doctor. She takes the name
of a character Wollstonecraft invented when she told stories to the Kingsborough girls, Mrs Mason. Wollstonecraft would have loved that gender-bending,
norm-defying act.
How difficult is it to combine history with fiction?
There were times when the responsibility to do justice to Wollstonecraft felt overwhelming. But I’m drawn to these
larger-than-life, complicated, charismatic people, men and women. They’re a puzzle, and I like remaking the pieces and
re-fitting them together. But for me, it has to become personal. We pick them for a reason, or they pick us. I’m not sure
I know the why, not at the beginning, but it slowly reveals itself, the thing I’m working out in real time, through them. When
my agent and I first talked about Wollstonecraft and Shelley, the mother-daughter aspect, it honestly didn’t dawn on me that
I’d just lost my own mother suddenly (though after a long illness) and that I was getting ready for my youngest, a daughter,
to leave home. The novel is so much about that liminal space, even the structure of the eleven days between Wollstonecraft
giving birth and then dying of puerperal fever suggests it. I kept asking myself what stories you would tell your daughter,
what you would want her to know.

Introducing Iain Maitland…
Iain Maitland is the author of three thrillers as well as two non-fiction books on mental health. An ambassador
for Stem4, the teenage mental health charity, Iain also speaks on mental health issues in the workplace. A writer
since 1987, he is a journalist and has written more than 50 books, mainly on business, which have been published
around the world.
What inspired the story behind Mr Todd’s Reckoning?
A few years ago I was subjected to a random tax enquiry and spent some time being investigated by someone from
the local tax office – after five months or so they decided I owed them about £50. The guy who did it – in
essence, someone on a fairly low salary but who wielded considerable power in a way – was, with a tweak and
an embellishment, my Mr Todd.
Introduce us to your narrator Malcolm Todd.
Malcolm has just been made redundant by HMRC. He sits at home angry and frustrated. He lives with his
son, Adrian, who is unemployed and keeps disappearing during the day. They live in a tiny and cramped bungalow
during the hottest summer on record. The next-door neighbour plays Ringo Starr music, loudly, over and over again. Everything is reaching boiling
point for Malcolm.
What made you decide to structure the novel as diary entries?
I wanted to go back and forth in time so that, as the book starts, you get the sense of a wronged but decent man who knows he has some anger management
issues. He deals with that by keeping a diary and writing about whatever has made him unhappy in the past. Little by little, we get a better sense of the man.
In light of recent lockdowns, how do you think new readers or listeners will respond to the claustrophobic themes?
In some ways, it is a perfect lockdown thriller – two people, who don’t get along, in a small, confined space and both of them on edge.
And tensions are rising. Most people will recognise the set-up and feel some, but hopefully not all, of the emotions of Mr Todd.
How important is it that your book will be available in audio as well as traditional formats?
Audio is the perfect medium for a story – especially a creepy thriller. Close the door, turn the lights down, make yourself comfortable
– and get ready to jump out of your skin.
Is there anything about the book that you think will translate particularly well into audio?
I love the idea that you will start by empathising with this man – redundancy, troubled son, lockdown etc – and then, as the reading
progresses, you’ll feel the dread and sense the menace and, by the end, the utter horror of it all.
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Eva Björg Ægisdóttir
Girls Who Lie

Sharon Bolton
The Pact

When single mother Maríanna disappears from her home, leaving an
apologetic note on the kitchen table, everyone assumes that she’s
taken her own life...until her body is found in the Grábrók lava fields
seven months later, clearly the victim of murder. Her neglected 15-yearold daughter Hekla has been placed in foster care, but is her perfect
new life hiding something sinister? Fifteen years earlier, a desperate
new mother lies in a maternity ward, unable to look at her own child, the
start of an odd and broken relationship that leads to a shocking tragedy.
Police officer Elma and her colleagues take on the case, which becomes
increasingly complex, as the number of suspects grows and new light is
shed on Maríanna’s past – and the childhood of a girl who never was
like the others...

The Secret History for Millennials – the twists start early and
only get tighter in this compelling thriller about betrayal,
crime and class. Belinda Bauer

Read by Diana Croft

Read by Hanako Footman

10 hours 55 minutes

10 hours 55 minutes

MYSTERY

SUSPENSE

CD
10

MP3
1

D/L

A golden summer, and six talented friends are looking forward to the
brightest of futures – until a daredevil game goes horribly wrong, and a
woman and two children are killed. Eighteeen-year-old Megan takes the
blame, leaving the others free to get on with their lives. In return, they
each agree to a ‘favour’, payable on her release from prison. Twenty years
later Megan is free. Let the games begin...
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Jenny Colgan
Sunrise by the Sea

Angus Donald
Robin Hood and the Castle of Bones

Marisa Rosso is struggling. Since the death of her beloved grandfather
back home in Italy, she can’t seem to find a way out of her grief. So
when her flatmate offers her one of his uncle’s rentals on a remote tidal
island off the Cornish Coast, Marisa jumps at the opportunity. Perhaps
some solitude is just what she needs to rediscover her equilibrium. But
between her noisy Russian piano-teaching neighbour and the hustle and
bustle of a busy community, Marisa finds solitude is not so easy to come
by. Especially when she finds herself somehow involved with a tiny local
bakery desperately in need of some new zest to save it...

Spring 1192. Robin Hood and his band of men, travelling home from the
Third Crusade, find themselves in the lush, wine-rich Duchy of Burgundy.
When they are captured by a renegade knight, and taken across the
River Saone to the rival County of Burgundy, they are plunged into a
nightmarish world of treachery, deceit and cold-blooded murder. While
the cunning Earl of Locksley plots and schemes to advance King Richard’s
cause in the two Burgundies, Alan Dale, his loyal lieutenant and personal
trouvère, embarks on a private quest to rescue a damsel in distress and
falls foul of the monstrous guardian of the Castle of Bones.

Read by Catrin Walker-Booth

Read by Mike Rogers
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Mel Giedroyc
The Best Things

Clare Mackintosh
Hostage

Could the worst day of Sally Parker’s life be the best thing
that ever happened to her?

The atmosphere on board the first non-stop flight from London
to Sydney is electric. Celebrities are rumoured to be among the
passengers in business class, and the world is watching the landmark
journey. Flight attendant Mina is trying to focus on the passengers,
instead of her troubled five-year-old daughter back at home – or the
cataclysmic problems in her marriage. But soon after the plane takes off,
Mina receives a chilling anonymous note. Someone wants to make
sure the plane never reaches its destination. They’re demanding her
cooperation...and they know exactly how to get it.

Sally Parker is struggling to find the hero inside herself. All she wants to
do is lie down. Her husband Frank has lost his business, their home and
their savings, in one fell swoop. Their bank cards are being declined. The
children have gone feral. And now the bailiffs are at the door. What does
an ordinary woman do when the bottom falls out? Sally Parker is about
to surprise everybody. Most of all herself.

Read by the Author

Read by Vinette Robinson
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Christine Mangan
Palace of the Drowned

Andrew Martin
Powder Smoke

Sequestered within an aging palazzo, Frankie Croy finds comfort in the
emptiness of Venice in winter. Desperate to rediscover the success of her
first novel, she attempts to ignore the growing fear that the end of her
career is imminent. And then Gilly appears. A young woman claiming a
connection from back home, one that Frankie can’t quite seem to recall.
But Frankie wonders just how much of what Gilly tells her is the truth.
Those around Frankie are quick to dismiss her claims that someone is
occupying the other half of the palazzo, which has supposedly stood
empty since after the war. But Frankie has caught Gilly in numerous lies,
has seen the lights across the way, has heard the footsteps...

York Railway Station, December 1925. Detective Inspector Jim Stringer is
enjoying a pint in the Parlour Bar before accompanying his wife, Lydia, to
a charitable function. But Jim is alarmed to see a man pointing a revolver
in his direction. His thoughts go spinning back to a hot day at the end
of August, when he attended the York Summer Gala in company with
his boss, Superintendent Saul Weatherill, aka ‘the Chief’. The Chief had
insisted on taking Jim into a Wild West sideshow. The star of the show
was a young sharpshooter called Kid Durrant. As Jim watched Durrant
displaying his deadeye skills, he little realised how this would be the start
of his most dangerous investigation yet.

Read by Emily Pennant-Rea

Read by Richard Burnip
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Samantha Silva
Love and Fury

Saskia Swann & Nicola Stow
Above and Beyond

August, 1797. When Mary Wollstonecraft’s labour begins everything
appears normal, and she anticipates being back at her usual occupations
before too long. However, after her baby girl, her second daughter, is
delivered, both mother and child will fight for survival. In that time, Mary
Wollstonecraft weaves the tale of her life to bind her frail daughter close
and to give herself a reason to fight, even as her own strength wanes.
She describes a life lived against the conventions and restrictions of her
time. A life that urgently demanded equality for herself and all women.
A life that tempered triumph with loss.

Secrets of a Private Flight Attendant

July

. . . every word counts

Heavily in debt, and earning peanuts as a ‘trolley dolly’, Saskia Swann
desperately needed to get her life back on track. After a chance meeting,
she landed a job as cabin crew – but this time on a private jet. Suddenly,
she found herself transported into the glittering world of oligarchs and
billionaires where the hostesses wear Prada, seven-course meals are
served on fine china, the bodyguards carry guns, and the mile-high
shenanigans not only take place in luxury cabins, but in the cockpit itself.
In this gripping exposé, Saskia Swann pulls back the first-class curtain on
the lifestyles of the mega-rich and famous.
NF

Read by Julia Franklin

Read by Julie Maisey
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Martin Walker
The Coldest Case

Catriona Ward
The Last House on Needless Street

Bruno Courrèges is Chief of Police of the lovely town of St Denis in the
Dordogne. His main wish is to keep the local people safe. For 30 years,
Bruno’s boss, J-J, has been obsessed with his first case. The body of a
young male was found in the woods near St Denis and never identified.
For all these years, J-J has kept the skull as a reminder. He calls him
‘Oscar’. Visiting the famous pre-history museum in nearby Les Eyzies,
Bruno sees some amazingly lifelike heads expertly reconstructed from
ancient skulls. He suggests performing a similar reconstruction on Oscar.
An expert is hired to start the reconstruction and the search for Oscar’s
killer begins again in earnest.

This is the story of a murderer. A stolen child. Revenge. This is the story of
Ted, who lives with his daughter Lauren and his cat Olivia in an ordinary
house at the end of an ordinary street. All these things are true. And yet
some of them are lies. You think you know what’s inside the last house on
Needless Street. You think you’ve read this story before. But you’re wrong.
In the dark forest at the end of Needless Street, something lies buried.
But it’s not what you think...

Read by Peter Noble

Read by Christopher Ragland
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Mark Billingham
Rabbit Hole

Clive Cussler and Graham Brown
Fast Ice

My name is Alice. I’m a police officer.

They were meant to be safe on Fleet Ward: psychiatric patients monitored,
treated, cared for. But now one of their number is found murdered, and
the accusations begin to fly. Was it one of his fellow patients? A member
of staff? Or did someone come in from the outside? DC Alice Armitage
is methodical, tireless, and she’s quickly on the trail of the killer. The only
problem is, Alice is a patient too.

The infamous German Luftwaffe embark upon an expedition to Antarctica,
hoping to set up a military base to support their goal of world domination.
What the Nazis find on the icy continent indeed proves dangerous...
In the present day, Kurt Austin and his assistant Joe Zavala embark for
the freezing edge of the world after a former NUMA colleague disappears
in Antarctica. Drawn into a decades-old conspiracy, they are up against
a terrifying man-made weapon – a fast-growing ice that could usher
in a new Ice Age. Pitted against a determined madman and a monstrous
storm, Kurt and the NUMA team must unravel the Nazi-era plot to save
the globe from a freeze that would bury it once and for all.

Read by Maxine Peake

Read by Jeff Harding
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Lucy Dickens
The Broken Hearts Honeymoon

Egan Hughes
Leave the Lights On

The wedding is off, but adventures awaits...
Charlotte had a plan. The perfect country wedding, followed by a monthlong honeymoon in Japan – but when her fiancé starts having second
thoughts, she knows there’s no choice but to call off the wedding.
Charlotte isn’t sure she knows how to be single, but she is going to try,
starting with taking that trip of a lifetime – alone. Will she find herself in
the hills of Mount Fuji, or in the karaoke bars of Tokyo? And will she be
ready for romance by the time the cherry blossom flowers?

Their new ‘smart home’ is Joe’s dream. A remote cottage where
everything is controlled through an app. It’s the perfect blend of old-world
charm and modern convenience. What better place for them to escape
after all Lauren’s trauma? Lauren desperately wants Joe to be happy after
all she’s put him through, so she doesn’t tell him how much she hates
being so dependent on technology. How vulnerable it makes them. Then
‘the incidents’ begin. Joe thinks Lauren is the victim of her own fevered
imagination. But Lauren can’t be sure. She doesn’t believe in ghosts, but
she also knows the past rarely stays buried. And she is haunted by one
question: Is their past finally catching up with them?

Read by Rebecca Norfolk

Read by Suzannah Hampton
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Caroline Hulse
All the Fun of the Fair

Doug Johnstone
The Great Silence

The Fair is the only good thing that happens every year. And Fiona Larson
is the only person in town who’s never been. She’s pretended to go – but
she’s never been allowed. Because, before Fiona was even born, her sister
died there. This year, everything will be different. Fiona is about to turn
twelve – older than her sister was. This summer, Fiona will save some
money, make new friends, and finally have some fun at The Fair. But what
she’ll actually do is: find a mysterious bag in a bush, spy on everyone,
lose her only friend, make a lot of lists, and learn the truth about what
happened at The Fair...

Keeping on top of the family funeral directors’ and private investigation
businesses is no easy task for the Skelf women, and when matriarch
Dorothy discovers a human foot while walking the dog, a perplexing
case presents itself...Daughter Jenny and granddaughter Hannah have
their hands full too: The mysterious circumstances of a dying woman
lead them into an unexpected family drama, Hannah’s new astrophysicist
colleague claims he’s receiving messages from outer space, and the
Skelfs’ teenaged lodger has yet another devastating experience. Nothing
is clear as the women are immersed ever deeper in their most challenging
cases yet. When the daughter of Jenny’s violent and fugitive ex-husband
goes missing without trace, real danger presents itself, and all three Skelfs
are in peril.

Read by Eleanor Jackson

Read by Sarah Barron
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Douglas Kennedy
Afraid of the Light

Awais Khan
No Honour

Brendan has always lived a careful, constrained life. A salesman who
never liked the work, he’s a man who has stayed in his marriage and his
faith because it was what was expected of him. But now, having lost his
job after corporate downsizing and on the cusp of 60, he finds himself
scrambling to somehow stay afloat in the only Los Angeles work on offer
to a man his age – driving for Uber. When one of his rides, a retired
professor named Elise, asks to be dropped off outside an abortion clinic
where she now volunteers, Brendan finds himself literally driving right
into the virulent epicentre of one of the major issues of our time.

In 16-year-old Abida’s small Pakistani village, there are age-old rules to
live by, and her family’s honour to protect. And, yet, her spirit is defiant
and she yearns to make a home with the man she loves. When the
unthinkable happens, Abida faces the same fate as other young girls who
have chosen unacceptable alliances – certain, public death. Fired by a
fierce determination and aided by her devoted father, Jamil, she escapes
to Lahore but then disappears. Jamil goes to Lahore in search of Abida – a
city where the prejudices that dominate their village take on a new and
horrifying form – and father and daughter are caught in a world from
which they may never escape.

Read by Robert G. Slade

Read by Nikki Patel

8 hours 10 minutes

9 hours 35 minutes

GENERAL FICTION

GENERAL FICTION

CD
8

MP3
1

D/L

CD
9

MP3
1

August

. . . every word counts

D/L

7

August

Audio 		
Stephen Leather
Fast Track

Nina Monroe
The Children’s Secret

Murderous jihadists have been crossing the English Channel, passing
themselves off as asylum seekers. MI5 have been keeping them under
surveillance, but what starts as a simple terrorist takedown goes badly
wrong and dozens of innocent civilians are killed in the heart of London.
And the screw is tightened when a bomb takes out senior members of
the Secret Intelligence Service. Someone within the security services has
been working to their own agenda, and only Dan ‘Spider’ Shepherd
can identify the bad apple. His search for the rogue agent takes him to
Turkey and then to Dubai, where his masters order him to carry out a
breathtaking act of revenge.

Nothing ever happens in a sleepy American town like Middlebrook. Until
the shocking events of one hot Saturday afternoon when, at a back-toschool party, nine children sneak off to a barn. And one child is shot by
another. The press are asking questions. About the type of parents who
let their children play unsupervised in a house with guns. About how
damaged a child must be to commit this kind of atrocity. Two questions
are the most urgent, and the most baffling. Of the nine children who were
present in that barn, which one actually pulled the trigger? And why are
the others staying silent?

Read by Paul Thornley

Reader to be confirmed
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Cath Staincliffe
Running Out of Road
Scarlett is dancing in the school talent show tomorrow. Nana,
who Scarlett lives with since Mum died, reckons Scarlett will be on
Strictly at this rate. Except Scarlett doesn’t make it home from school.
She’s abducted by a man she never imagined she’d see again. A man
on the police’s most wanted list. Her dad. DS Laura O’Neil is running on
empty after nights dealing with her teething toddler. But Laura is driving
the hunt for Scarlett and knows that every minute counts. PC Ahmed Ali
discovers a seriously injured man in a drug den and chases his suspected
attacker across the hills. Ahmed is determined to bring him to justice. But
fate has other plans in store.
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T.A. Willberg
Marion Lane and the
Midnight Murder
London, 1958. Hidden deep beneath the city’s streets lies the world
of Miss Brickett’s, a secret detective agency. Apprentice detectives at
Miss Brickett’s undergo rigorous training to equip them with the skills
and knowledge they will need to solve the mysteries that confound
London’s police force. But nothing can prepare 23-year-old apprentice
Marion Lane for what happens after the arrest of her mentor, Frank, on
suspicion of murder: he tasks Marion with clearing his name and saving
his life. Her investigation will place Marion and her friends in great peril
as they venture into the uncharted tunnels that surround Miss Brickett’s.
Being discovered out of bounds means immediate dismissal, but that is
the least of Marion’s problems...

Read by Katy Sobey

Read by Colleen Prendergast

7 hours 45 minutes

10 hours 10 minutes

SUSPENSE

HISTORICAL MYSTERY

CD
8

8

. . . every word counts

MP3
1

D/L

CD
10

MP3
1

D/L

Audio 		
Simon Brett
An Untidy Death

John Connolly
The Nameless Ones

When Alexandra Richards approaches professional declutterer Ellen
Curtis to ask her to help sort out her mother’s chaotic flat, Ellen gets
the impression Alexandra doesn’t like her mother very much. But when
Ingrid Richards’ body is discovered in her burned-out home, Alexandra’s
exasperated words don’t seem such a joke. Due to the hazardous state of
the victim’s over-cluttered residence, the police are inclined to dismiss her
death as an unfortunate accident. Ellen’s not so sure. Could Alexandra’s
resentment towards her mother have escalated into violence? The more
she discovers about the dead woman’s remarkable past, the more
convinced Ellen becomes that there’s something decidedly suspicious
about her death.

The new Charlie Parker novel

Read by the Author

Read by Jeff Harding
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In Amsterdam, four people are butchered in a canal house, their remains
arranged around the crucified form of their patriarch, De Jaager: fixer,
go-between, and confidante of the assassin named Louis. The men
responsible for the murders are Serbian war criminals. They believe they
can escape retribution by retreating to their homeland. They are wrong.
For Louis has come to Europe to hunt them down: five killers to be found
and punished before they can vanish into the east. There is only one
problem. The sixth.
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Nigel Farndale
The Dictator’s Muse

Stuart Johnstone
Into the Dark

As Hitler’s grip on power tightens, preparations are being made for the
Berlin Olympics. Leni Riefenstahl is the pioneering, sexually liberated
star film-maker of the Third Reich. She has been chosen by Hitler to
capture the Olympics on celluloid. Kim Newlands is the English athlete
‘sponsored’ by the Blackshirts and devoted to his mercurial, socialite
girlfriend Connie. Alun Pryce is the Welsh communist sent to infiltrate the
Blackshirts. Through her camera lens, Leni is able to manipulate the truth.
But while some scenes from her life end up on the cutting room floor, this
does not mean they are lost forever...

The brutal murder of ten-year-old Callum Bradley sent shockwaves across
Scotland but, as the weeks have stretched on with no solid leads, the
investigation has been scaled back. Sergeant Don Colyear, Community
Police Officer, is tasked with tying up a loose end: a 999 call which may
have hinted at the boy’s murder. However, the call was made three weeks
before the crime took place. The caller turns out to be a resident at an
Edinburgh care home, drifting in and out of lucidity due to dementia.
Enough to write off the potential lead as a dead end. But when a fresh
murder disturbs the city, the clock is ticking path to catch a violent killer.

Read by Antonia Beamish

Read by David Monteath
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Stephen Leather
Russian Roulette

Andrew Martin
Steam Trains Today

Russian troops are preparing to cross the border into Belarus, threatening
its independence. The only thing facing them are an armed partisan group
but they are poorly trained and will be no match for the Russians. The
British Government wants an independent Belarus as a buffer against
Russian expansion – so Shepherd is despatched with a crack SAS team
to help the partisans. And as the Russians prepare to attack Belarus,
assassins are at work, carrying out an audacious series of killings. All
the victims are supporters of Boris Yeltsin, the first President of Russia.
Someone wants President Yeltsin dead. And it’s up to Shepherd and his
team to ensure that doesn’t happen.

Riding the Heritage Railways of Britain

Read by Paul Thornley

Read by the Author
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After the Beeching cuts of the 1960s, many railways were ‘rationalised’
and gradually shut down. Rural communities were isolated without ready
access to the main lines and steam trains slowly gave way to diesel and
electric traction. But some people were not prepared to let the romance
of train travel die. Thanks to their efforts, many of these lines passed
into community ownership and are now booming with new armies of
dedicated volunteers. Andrew Martin goes out to meet these enthusiasts
and find out just what it is about preserved railways which makes people
so devoted. From the inspiration for Thomas the Tank Engine to John
Betjeman’s battle against encroaching modernity, Steam Trains Today is
a wonderful journey across Britain.
NF

CD

D/L

10

MP3
1

D/L

Clare Morrall
The Museum of Diaries

Louise Penny
The Madness of Crowds

An audiobook exclusive from the author of
Booker-shortlisted Astonishing Splashes of Colour

When Chief Inspector Armand Gamache is asked to provide crowd control
at a statistics lecture given at the Université de l’Estrie in Quebec, he
is dubious. Why ask the head of homicide to provide security for what
sounds like a minor, even mundane lecture? But dangerous ideas about
who deserves to live in order for society to thrive are rapidly gaining
popularity, fuelled by the research of the eminent Professor Abigail
Robinson. When a murder is committed days after the lecture, it’s clear
that within crowds can lie madness. The line separating good and evil,
right and wrong, is quickly blurring – especially when the case leads
unexpectedly close to home...

Forced into retirement, history professor Ellen Kershaw finds herself at
a loose end. So when she is contacted by a reclusive billionaire, with an
unusual proposition, her interest is piqued. Theodore Shepherd is funding
a museum for diaries, and he wants Ellen to curate it. A live-in position
at a Gothic stately home in the middle of Dartmoor, it’s just the escape
she needs whilst she works out what to do with the rest of her life. Ellen
soon finds herself immersed in the stories and diaries that await her. But
as voices from the past start to interweave with the present, mysteries
and secrets from her own childhood come to light...
COVER TO BE REVEALED
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Bethan Roberts
My Policeman

Riley Sager
Survive the Night

Soon to be a film starring Harry Styles and Emma Corrin

LibraryReads Hall of Fame Author

It is in 1950s Brighton that Marion first catches sight of Tom. He teaches
her to swim in the shadow of the pier and Marion is smitten – determined
her love will be enough for them both. A few years later in Brighton
Museum Patrick meets Tom. Patrick is besotted with Tom and opens his
eyes to a glamorous, sophisticated new world. Tom is their policeman,
and in this age, it is safer for him to marry Marion. The two lovers must
share him, until one of them breaks and three lives are destroyed.

Josh Baxter, the man behind the wheel, is a virtual stranger to Charlie.
They met at the campus ride board, each looking to share the long drive
home to Ohio. Both have good reasons for wanting to get away. On the
road they share their stories, carefully avoiding the subject dominating
the news – the Campus Killer, who’s tied up and stabbed three students
in the span of a year, has just struck again. Travelling the lengthy journey
between university and their final destination, Casey begins to notice
discrepancies in Josh’s story. As she begins to plan her escape from the
man, she is becoming certain is the killer, she starts to suspect that Josh
knows exactly what she’s thinking. Meaning that she could very well end
up as his next victim.

Read by Emma Powell
and Piers Hampton

Read by Kate Handford
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Douglas Skelton
A Rattle of Bones

Daisy Waugh
Phone for the Fish Knives

“If you don’t know Skelton, now’s the time.” Ian Rankin

When Hollywood wants to do a remake of the film that made Tode Hall
famous, India and Egbert are delighted. They envisage a summer of
free money and star-studded dinner parties ahead...But the Hall is soon
overrun by wardrobe trucks and catering tents, and lusty, insecure actors
squabbling about nudity clauses. When the movie’s producers threaten
to sue over the exact colour of Tode Hall’s rolling lawns, India and Egbert
realise that having a film crew on their doorstep isn’t such a breeze after
all. With so many egos in one place things were bound to end badly, but
no one would have predicted quite so literal a backstabbing...

In 1752, Seamus a’Ghlynne, James of the Glen, was executed for the
murder of government man Colin Campbell. He was almost certainly
innocent. When banners are placed at his gravesite claiming that his
namesake, James Stewart, is innocent of murder, reporter Rebecca
Connolly smells a story. The young Stewart has been in prison for ten
years for the brutal murder of his lover, lawyer and politician Murdo
Maxwell. Rebecca soon discovers that Maxwell believed he was being
followed prior to his murder and his phones were tapped. As Rebecca
keeps digging, she finds herself in the sights of Inverness crime matriarch
Mo Burke, who wants payback for the damage caused to her family in
a previous case.

Read by Sarah Barron

Read by Penelope Rawlins
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AnneMarie Brear
The Market Stall Girl

Elizabeth Gill
The Miller’s Daughter

Yorkshire, 1913. Beth Beaumont enjoys her life as a rhubarb farmer’s
daughter. Although not thinking of marriage, when Beth meets village
miner Noah Jackson, she is suddenly very aware Noah is a man who
could change her mind. But a disaster at the coal mine changes their lives
forever and Noah’s love for Beth is put at risk. However, Louis Melville, the
wealthy son of local gentry, wants Beth for himself. At first he is willing
to offer marriage, but when Beth turns him down, Melville, furious to be
denied, wreaks revenge with devastating consequences. Will Beth and
Noah find the happiness they wish for?

When Mary’s father, the miller, runs away with another woman and her
mother dies soon after, Mary and her siblings are sent to the Foundling
School for Girls to start a new life. The miller tracks them down and brings
them to be a part of his new family. But the miller is desperate for a
son, and when Mary’s newest sibling turns out to be a girl, he begins to
court a vulnerable and lonely young woman called Isabel. Isabel gives
birth to a boy, but the rumours abound that the miller may not be the
father of Isabel’s child. Will Isabel escape with her child, or will the miller’s
wrath destroy everyone in his life, including his daughter...?

Read by Anne Dover

Read by Anne Dover
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Iris Gower
Act of Love

Rosie Meddon
Her Heart’s Choice

When Ella Burton takes a job as a lowly cleaner at the glamorous Palace
theatre in Swansea, she is surprised by how quickly she takes to the job
– it’s as if she was born for a life in the theatre. Unlike Kathleen, who
wants her name in lights, backstage is where Ella’s heart lies, running the
show under the watchful eye of Anthony. It’s not long before she realises
that she has fallen in love. But a tragic accident threatens to ruin
everything she has worked for, and it seems clear that Ella will have no
choice but to accept the man that her father chose for her. Will Ella be
forced to put her family before her own happiness?

Lou Channer wants a life outside of North Devon, somewhere she’s never
left. She yearns to contribute to the war effort and takes a job as a clerk
in the Royal Canadian Naval Yard in Plymouth, lodging with other girls
from the depot who take her under their wing. When Lou catches the eye
of local wheeler-dealer Harry, who dazzles her with nights about town,
she finally feels like one of the girls. And when Lieutenant Douglas Ross
asks her out, Lou can’t decide who to give her heart to. But during war,
tragedy is always just around the corner, and when Lou’s depot is burgled,
she’s suddenly the primary suspect – and her whole future is on the line.

Read by Claire Morgan

Read by Penelope Freeman
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Fenella J. Miller
The Spitfire Girl in the Skies

Carol Rivers
Girl With Secrets

Hampshire, 1940. Ellie Simpson is attached to an Air Transport Auxiliary
base in Hampshire. Life as an ATA pilot is tough, but despite the long
hours and danger, Ellie can think of nowhere she’d rather be. Not only
does she love flying, but doing important war work, alongside new-found
friends, provides a welcome distraction from worrying about loved ones
fighting on the front line. Being an ATA girl is definitely exciting but, as
Ellie soon finds out, wearing the distinctive blue uniform also means
putting her life on the line every time she takes to the skies. It will take
friendship and a strength she didn’t know she possessed to help her
country – and those she loves – to survive.

East London, 1938. Nine-year-old Daisy Purbright is a country girl at heart
and together with beloved brother Bobby, they’ve enjoyed the endless
freedoms of rural England. But when her father gambles the family’s
fortunes on a speculative investment in London’s docklands, Daisy and
her family are swept up into the intrigue, danger and excitement. The
Purbrights desperately attempt to settle to a new life in the East End,
but the whisperings of war grow louder. Then Adolf Hitler conducts
a paralysing bombardment on London and war tightens its grip. Life
changes dramatically and closely guarded secrets threaten the Purbrights’
happiness. Can Daisy and her family survive one of the most fateful
events of the 20th century?

Read by Helen Keeley

Read by Annie Aldington
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Kay Brellend
Stray Angel

Rachel Brimble
Trouble for the Leading Lady

East London, 1915. While the man she loves is away fighting, Lily Larkin
wakes up at dawn to carry crates of apples to the market stall. Left in
charge of Greg’s warehouse, she has blossomed from a street urchin
into a shrewd tradeswoman. But the market is a man’s world and she
attracts some unwanted visitors, including Greg’s old rival Scully. Luckily,
Lily recruits her old friends, Margie and Fannie, as helping hands. But Lily
has one trouble she must keep secret: before dying, her mother gave birth
to a child who was spirited away. Searching every corner of the city to
find her long-lost sister, Lily soon discovers there is a world of wickedness
within London’s poorest alleys.

Bath, 1852. As a girl, Nancy Bloom longed to be part of Bath’s Theatre
Royal. When a man promised her parents he could find a role for Nancy in
the theatre, they believed him. His lie and betrayal led to her ruin. Francis
Carlyle is a theatre manager, an ambitious man always looking for the
next big thing to take the country by storm. A self-made man, Francis is
now rich, successful and in need of a new female star. Never in a million
years did he think he’d find her standing on a table in one of Bath’s
bawdiest pubs. Nancy vowed never to trust a man again. But Francis will
do anything to make her his star.

Read by Annie Aldington

Read by Penelope Freeman
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Chrissie Bradshaw
Rose’s Choice

Fenella J. Miller
A Wedding for the Spitfire Girl

Rationing, bombing, disease and pit disasters are part of Rose Kelly’s
World War 2 childhood. When the spirited coalminer’s daughter discovers
a family secret, she makes a choice that overshadows her teenage years.
Rose tries to make the most of post-war opportunities but family tragedy
pulls her back to a life in the colliery rows. She relinquishes her bright
future for domestic duties because her family comes first. Will family ties
get in the way of her dreams?

1942. The ATA is calling upon its most trusted pilots to deliver precious
bombers wherever they’re needed, and Ellie Simpson, who can fly a
Spitfire as well as the boys on the frontline, is their newest recruit. Giving
her all to a job she loves leaves Ellie precious little time for Squadron
Leader Jack Reynolds. And while Ellie is brave enough to take the controls
of a Spitfire, it takes a different kind of courage to open her heart to love
once again. With her friends and family in constant danger she realises
that their love is strong enough to stand the test of all the hardship the
war can throw at them.

Read by Janine Birkett

Read by Helen Keeley
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Elaine Roberts
Big Dreams for the West End Girls

Chrissie Walsh
The Collier’s Wife

1914. Working in a bustling café on London’s Shaftesbury Avenue, Joyce
Taylor dreams of opening her own restaurant. But when the man she
loves enlists in the war, and a surprise request comes through from her
dying grandmother, Joyce’s life gets turned upside down. Struggling to
keep the café afloat with her new-found responsibilities, it’s not long
before Joyce starts to feel the pressure might be all too much. Luckily, her
supportive friends Annie and Rose are on hand to help. Despite all the
madness, can Joyce find a way to make her dreams come true? And will
her love story have a happy ending?

Leeds, 1918. When Amy visits her husband Hugh at Beckett’s Park
Hospital, he doesn’t recognise her. Broken after serving four devastating
years in the First World War, Hugh is a shadow of the man he once was.
Can he ever again be the man Amy knew and loved? Barnsborough,
1912. The first time Hugh and Amy meet, the connection between them is
instant and electric. While a librarian’s assistant and a collier might not be
the most conventional pair, the two come together over a love of books
that quickly turns into more. Neither suspects their families have secrets
that threaten to tear them apart…

Read by Julie Maisey

Read by Anne Dover
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Rosie Archer
I’ll Be Seeing You

AnneMarie Brear
The Woman From Beaumont Farm

1943. After the heartache of the previous year, Connie Baxter now
appears to have everything a girl could want. There is Ace, a man who
loves her. She enjoys an enviable lifestyle despite the deprivations of war.
She has friends and a job she adores as an usherette at the Criterion
cinema. But appearances can be deceptive and Connie is struggling in
more ways than one. Then, to compound Connie’s problems, her nemesis,
Cousin Marlene, returns home. Secrets come to light, revealing jealousies
that could shatter Connie’s world once more, and Connie realises that
Ace isn’t the man she thought he was.

West Yorkshire, 1914. Newly married to Noah Jackson, Beth is happily
content working on her family’s market stall while Noah fulfils his dreams
of being a teacher. When war erupts, Beth’s peaceful life is shattered by
events beyond her control. Noah enlists to fight alongside his brothers.
A devastating accident occurs that changes all their lives. Once a loving
home, Beaumont Farm becomes Beth’s responsibility. Can she cope with
the grief and burdens placed upon her as she waits for news from the
battlefields of France? Can she save the farm from collapse? And will
the man she loves return home safe, or will an old enemy take an
opportunity to seek revenge?

Read by Tamsin Kennard

Read by Anne Dover
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Ellie Curzon
Under a Spitfire Sky

Iris Gower
The Rowan Tree

It’s 1944, and Florence is a talented engineer in the Women’s Auxiliary
Air Force, patching up planes to make sure that the brave Spitfire pilots
of Cottisbourne airbase return safely day after day. When she befriends
the new squadron leader – shy, handsome Siegfried – it seems that
romance might blossom under the war-torn skies. But Florence is nursing
a broken heart and a terrible secret, which might destroy her one chance
of happiness...Meanwhile, a new plane is being developed that could
turn the tide of the war, but Florence fears there is traitor is in their
midst, putting Siegfried – and the whole country – in terrible danger.
Can Florence save her Spitfire boys, and her own heart?

When her beloved father dies, Manon Jenkins is left homeless and
alone. She longs for Caradoc Jones, son of a famous Welsh cattle drover
and, in desperation, she accepts a job as chaperone to Caradoc’s spoilt
sister Georgina, and joins the drovers on the road to Smithfield market
in London. Non struggles to be accepted by the other women on the
journey, as they walk long miles over rugged terrain. One heady, star-filled
night Caradoc finally becomes her lover, but she is devastated when he
refuses to marry her. She is determined to survive without him in London,
but when she realises she is pregnant, she finds that it’s not easy to
escape the clutches of the Jones family...

Read by Susanna Wolff

Read by Claire Morgan
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Lynn Johnson
Wartime With the Tram Girls

Fenella J. Miller
The Spitfire Girl: Over and Out

July 1914. Britain is in turmoil as WW1 begins to change the world.
While the young men disappear off to foreign battlefields, the women
left at home throw themselves into jobs meant for the boys. Hiding her
privileged background and her suffragette past, Constance Copeland
signs up to be a clippie on the trams in Staffordshire, despite her parents’
disapproval. Constance, known as Connie, soon makes fast friends with
lively fellow clippies, Betty and Jean, as well as growing closer to the
charming, gentle Inspector Robert Caldwell. But Connie is haunted by
another secret; and if it comes out, it could destroy her new life.

White Waltham, 1943. As Italy surrenders and victory looms on the
horizon, Ellie’s doing what she does best – flying. And this time, she’s
rising to the sky in four-engined Halifaxes. Determined to keep doing her
bit, Ellie’s successes in the airfield mount but so do tensions with her
new beau, Squadron Leader Jack Reynolds. When Ellie and Jack find their
dream home, they discover they’ve bought more than they bargained for.
With a cellar full of secrets, Jack and Ellie must stand united in the face of
mystery, war and loss. And as family circumstance threatens to tear them
apart, Ellie and Jack are stronger than ever.

Read by Julia Franklin

Read by Helen Keeley
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Introducing Daisy White…
Daisy White started writing 15 years ago, scribbling ideas at work on the night shift, firstly flying
as cabin crew, and latterly working for the Ambulance Service. Murder on the Island is the first in
a new cosy mystery series set in Bermuda.
Why do you think cosy mysteries continue to be so popular?
Escapism. A good cosy has a well-developed formula and allows us to solve crimes, dip into our
protagonist’s life and leave our own behind for a while.
Introduce us to Chloe Canton. What’s facing her at the start of Murder on the Island?
Her husband has left her, she’s just turned 50, and been made redundant. Chloe is feeling extremely
unsure of herself, her confidence is rock-bottom and she really doesn’t know what to do next. The fact
she takes the massive opportunity when it is offered and moves to Bermuda takes a lot of courage.
I feel like, especially for women, 50 is a big milestone, and we’ve travelled a long road to get
there, but often have that ‘what now?’ feeling. Maybe a slight panic we need to squeeze every last
opportunity from life, or perhaps a new confidence which allows us to develop further? All these things Chloe faces, and as the book
progresses she starts to re-evaluate what she wants from life, and accept she is absolutely not the failure she felt at the start of the story.
There’s a whole cast of eccentric neighbours and locals in the book. Do you have a favourite character?
Ailsa and her chickens. She’s quite headstrong, gossipy, loud and practically moves in when Chloe first arrives, but she has a beautiful
heart. She also has the chickens! I have a flock of rescue chickens from the British Hen Welfare Trust, so of course they had to be included.
If you had a day to show us around Bermuda, where would you take us?
We will start at Chloe’s Beachside Stables for breakfast and a gallop along the beach, abandoning fiction, we
will then spend an hour on Horseshoe Beach, before getting the bus to Dockyard. After browsing the shops
and picking up lunch at the Frog and Onion Pub, we’ll get the ferry to St George’s. A walk up the hill past
the Unfinished Church, will take us all the way to Tobacco Bay, where we’ll stop for ice cream and a drink,
before continuing to St Catherine’s Fort. Taking the bus back into St George’s we will pick up another bus to the
Swizzle Inn for dinner and a Dark ‘n’ Stormy cocktail. Much later we’ll get the bus back to Chloe’s for a nightcap
on the beach!
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Kate Forsyth and
Belinda Murrell
Searching for Charlotte
The Fascinating Story of Australia’s
First Children’s Author
In 1841, Australia’s first children’s book was published, the anonymous
writer known only as ‘a lady long resident in New South Wales’.
The identity of the author was a mystery until 1981, when she was
finally given a name: Charlotte Waring Atkinson. Today, her great-greatgreat-great-granddaughters Kate Forsyth and Belinda Murrell are also
celebrated authors. They grew up on stories about Charlotte’s life of love,
grief, and violence – and her struggle to assert an independent spirit.
In Searching for Charlotte, Kate and Belinda embark on a voyage of
discovery. It is a journey that will
NF
transform everything they thought
they knew about their family...

R.W.R. McDonald
Nancy Business
It’s been four months since Tippy, Uncle Pike and Devon were together
for Christmas. Now back for the first anniversary of Tippy’s father’s
death, the Nancys are reformed when Riverstone is rocked by an early
morning explosion that kills three people and destroys the town hall.
A new case is born, and once again, it is up to the Nancys to go against
the flow and ignore police orders to get to the truth. It’s great to be back
in Nancy business, but this time it’s all different. Uncle Pike and Devon
can’t agree on anything, and Tippy is learning hard truths about the world
and the people she loves the most. Can the Nancys stay together to do
their best work and save the town?

Read by Taryn Ryan
& Melle Stewart

Read by Sara Lynam
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Jennifer Scoullar
The Lost Valley

Annie Seaton
Whitsunday Dawn

Tasmania, 1929: Ten-year-old-twins Tom and Harry Abbott are orphaned
by a tragedy that shocks Hobart society. They find sanctuary with their
reclusive grandmother, growing up in the remote and rugged Binburra
ranges – a place where kind-hearted Tom discovers a love of the wild,
Harry nurses a growing resentment towards his brother, and where the
mountains hold secrets that will transform both their lives. The chaos
of World War II divides the brothers, and their passions for two very
different women fuel a deadly rivalry. Can Tom and Harry survive to
heal their rift? And what will happen when Binburra finally reveals its
astonishing secrets?

When Olivia Sheridan arrives in the Whitsundays as spokesperson for
a big mining company, it should be a straightforward presentation to
the town about their proposed project. But when a handsome local
fisherman shows her what ecological impact the proposal will have, Olivia
is forced to question her father’s motives for the scheme. Struggling with
newly divided loyalties, Olivia is thrown further into turmoil when she is
mistaken for a woman who disappeared more than sixty years before.
When it becomes clear that Captain Jay is also keeping secrets, Olivia
realises that there is more to these sunshine-soaked islands than she ever
expected. Seeking to uncover the truth, Olivia is drawn into a dangerous
game where powerful businessmen will stop at nothing to ensure their
plan goes ahead, even if that means eliminating her...

Read by Nicholas Osmond

Read by Brigid Lohrey
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Alison Booth
The Painting

Zoe Deleuil
The Night Village

When Anika Molnar flees her home country of Hungary not long before
the break-up of the Soviet Union, she carries only a small suitcase – and
a beautiful and much-loved painting of an auburn-haired woman in a
cobalt blue dress from her family’s hidden collection.

When Australian expat Simone moves to London to start a career, getting
pregnant is not on her agenda. But she’s excited to start a new life
with her baby and determined to be a good mother. Even though her
boyfriend Paul’s cold and grey apartment in the Barbican Estate seems
completely ill-suited for a baby. Even though Simone and Paul have only
known each other for a year. Even though she feels utterly unprepared
for motherhood. The arrival of Paul’s cousin Rachel in the flat should be a
godsend. But there is something about Rachel that Simone doesn’t trust.
Fighting sleep deprivation and a rising sense of unease, she begins to
question Rachel’s motives, and to wonder what secrets the cousins share.

Arriving in Australia, Anika moves in with her aunt in Sydney, and the
painting hangs in pride of place in her bedroom. But one day it is stolen
in what seems to be a carefully planned theft, and Anika’s carefree life
takes a more ominous turn.
Sinister secrets from her family’s past and Hungary’s fraught history cast
suspicion over the painting’s provenance, and she embarks on a gripping
quest to uncover the truth.

Read by Karen Cass

Read by Nicolette Chin
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Rhonda Forrest
Time Will Tell
When Jess discovered love with Daniel in the tiny outback town of
Gowrie, her previous troubled life was cast aside. However, differences in
their backgrounds, her doubts about real love, and the urge to return and
support her twin brother Johnno forced her to make a decision to leave.
A new home in the small community of Tamborine Mountain provides an
opportunity to contemplate how she really feels and what is important.
Johnno lives nearby, and new friends and a romantic encounter give
her a fresh start – but is this what she really wants? And if it isn’t, will
Daniel welcome her back with open arms? Will the decision be taken out
of Jess’s hands, pushing her further away – or will her heart lead her to
where she can find true happiness?
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Supriya Vani and Carl A. Harte
Jacinda Ardern: Leading
with Empathy
Leading With Empathy carefully explores the influences – personal,
social, political and emotional – that have shaped Ardern. Peace activist
and journalist Supriya Vani and writer Carl A. Harte build their narrative
through Vani’s exclusive interviews with Ardern, as well as the prime
minister’s public statements and speeches and the words of those who
know her. We visit the places, meet the people and understand the
events that propelled the daughter of a small-town Mormon policeman
to become a committed social democrat, a passionate Labour Party
politician and a modern leader admired for her empathy and courage.
NF

Read by Melle Stewart

Read by Kirsty Gillmore
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Anna Jacobs
Mara’s Choice

Tammy Robinson
Back to You

When Mara Gregory receives a letter from the father whom she believed
to have died when she was a child, her world is turned upside down.
Aaron Buchanan only discovered that he had a daughter a couple of
years ago and now he’s desperate to play a part in her life. In the face of
her mother’s opposition, Mara arranges to meet her father and his family.
In a breath-taking corner of the world, amid a waterfront community on
Australia’s west coast, will Mara find him the disappointment that her
mother promises? And when Australia brings another man into her life,
she’s faced with some huge decisions and some heartrending choices.

When Finn and Zoe meet, they fall in love hard and fast. But Finn is about
to go travelling, fulfilling a promise to his late sister to raise money in
support of her illness. It’s terrible timing, but Zoe knows their feelings are
strong enough to stand the test of time.

Read by Taryn Ryan

Read by Sara Lynam

9 hours 5 minutes

9 hours 15 minutes

SAGA

GENERAL FICTION

CD
8

MP3
1

D/L

While Finn is away, however, Zoe suffers a life-changing injury. And it
leaves her wondering whether Finn could possibly still love her when he
comes home...
So she cuts all ties and disappears from Finn’s life, without telling him
why. And now Finn has to decide how hard he’s willing to fight for the
girl whose heart he’s carried with him, while Zoe has to decide if she’s got
the strength to find her way back to the girl she once was.
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Martin van Beynen
Black Hands

S.R. White
Prisoner

Inside the Bain Family Murders

When a man is found savagely ‘crucified’ amidst a murky swamp in
northern Australia, detective Dana Russo and her team are called to a
shocking scene. The victim is a convicted rapist, just released from prison,
who years earlier committed an atrocious crime yards from where he
was killed.

It’s a story that began in a rickety old home on a cold June morning in
1994, where five members of a seemingly ordinary New Zealand family
were gunned down. There were two suspects. One lay dead from a single
bullet to the head. The other was the only survivor: David Bain. Since then,
the country has asked: Who killed the Bain family? David, or his father
Robin? And why?
Award-winning journalist Martin van Beynen has covered the Bain story
closely for decades. Now, his book brings the story completely up to date:
exploring the case from start to finish, picking through evidence old and
new, plumbing the mysteries and motives, interviewing never-beforespoken-to witnesses, and guiding
NF
readers through the complex
police investigation and court
cases, seeking to finally answer
the question: Who was the killer?

Who murdered him – and why? With several potential leads, the
investigation quickly becomes more complex, and sinister, than anyone
imagined. And Dana realises she’ll have to confront her own troubled
past to understand the true motives of the killer...

Read by Toby Webster
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Jim Eldridge
Murder at Madame Tussauds

Mike Hollow
The Stratford Murder

London, 1896. Madame Tussauds opens to find one of its nightwatchmen
decapitated and his colleague nowhere to be found. To the police,
the case seems simple: one killed the other and fled, but workers
at the museum aren’t convinced. Although forbidden contact by his
superior officer, Scotland Yard detective John Feather secretly enlists
‘The Museum Detectives’ Daniel Wilson and Abigail Fenton to aid the
police investigation. When the body of the missing nightwatchman is
discovered encased within a wax figure, the case suddenly becomes more
complex. With questions over rival museums, the dead men’s pasts and a
series of bank raids plaguing the city, Wilson and Fenton face their most
intriguing and dangerous case yet.

October 1940. Bombs are falling on Stratford when air-raid warden Sylvia
Parks sees a house with a light shining like a beacon to the enemy aircraft
overhead, violating the strict blackout regulations. With no answer
at the door she manages to break in, only to discover the body of a
young woman – and she’s been strangled with a stocking. For Detective
Inspector John Jago, the scene brings back memories of the gruesome
Soho Strangler, who murdered four women in the mid-1930s but has
never been caught. Is there a connection? As the investigation develops,
it leads him into a web of family jealousies, violence, robbery and the
underworld of political terrorism.

Read by Peter Wickham

Read by Simon Mattacks

8 hours 25 minutes

9 hours 45 minutes

HISTORICAL MYSTERY

HISTORICAL MYSTERY

CD
8

MP3
1

D/L

CD
9

MP3
1

D/L

Rosanna Ley
The Orange Grove

E.C.R. Lorac
Two-Way Murder

Holly loves making marmalade. She returns to the Dorset landscape of
her childhood to open Bitter Orange, a shop celebrating the fruit that first
inspired her. Holly’s mother Ella has always loved Seville. So why is she
reluctant to go back there with Holly to source products for the shop?
Does it have anything to do with the old Spanish recipe for Seville orange
and almond cake that Ella keeps hidden from her family? In Seville,
where she was once forced to make the hardest decision of her life, Ella
must finally face up to the past, while Holly meets someone who poses a
threat to all her plans. Will love survive the secrets of the orange grove?

It is a dark and misty night and bachelors Nicholas and Ian are driving
to the ball at Fordings, a beautiful concert hall in the countryside. There
waits the charming Dilys Maine, and a party buzzing with rumours of one
Rosemary Reeve who disappeared on the eve of this event the previous
year. With thoughts of this mysterious case ringing in their ears, Dilys
and Nicholas strike a stranger on the drive back home, launching a new
investigation and unwittingly reviving the search for what really became
of Rosemary Reeve. All the hallmarks of the Golden Age mystery are here
in this previously unpublished novel by E.C.R. Lorac, boasting the author’s
characteristically detailed sense of setting and gripping police work.

Read by Shazia Nicholls

Read by Kris Dyer
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Caroline Montague
Shadows Over the Spanish Sun

Claire Sheldon
Perfect Lie

Mia Ferris’s heart has always belonged in Spain. Every childhood summer
was spent at her grandfather’s hacienda. So when she learns that he has
fallen from his horse, she knows that she belongs by his bedside – even
if it means leaving behind her life in London, and her new fiancé. But
as Leonardo fights for his life, and Mia to save the family home from
financial ruin, secrets begin to emerge that tell a different story of the
past. As Mia untangles the passions and betrayals of the past, everything
she thought she knew is turned upside down. Can she heal the wounds
of the past, and face the truth of her own heart?

Jen Garner tries her best to be ‘wife and mother of the year’. She helps
organise school plays and accompanies her husband to business dinners,
all with a big smile on her face. But Jen has started to receive strange gifts
in the post...first flowers, then a sympathy card. It could just be a joke;
that’s what she tells herself. But then the final ‘gift’ arrives, and Jen has
to question why somebody is so intent on shattering her life into pieces...

Read by Gloria Sanders

Read by Helen Keeley
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D.E. Stevenson
Fletchers End

Daisy White
Murder on the Island

Shortly before Bel’s marriage to Ellis Brownlee, her friend, Louise
Armstrong, goes house hunting for them and discovers a charming but
neglected old stone cottage in the Cotswolds. Bel adores the house,
called Fletchers End. Ellis buys the place from the absentee-owner,
Lieutenant Commander Lestrange, and, after a picture-book wedding, the
happy couple move in. As she embarks on her new life as a devoted wife,
Bel loyally guides Louise through her own romantic tribulations. She also
enjoys sharing with Ellis the excitement and satisfaction of decorating
their first real home, as well as unravelling the mysteries of the old
stone cottage. But with the unexpected arrival of Lieutenant Commander
Lestrange, the peace of Fletchers End is suddenly threatened...

When recently divorced Chloe Canton is gifted her grandmother’s house
in Bermuda in her will, it seems a perfect time for a fresh start. Her chance
at paradise comes with a rundown business, a neighbour who is putting
pressure on her to sell up for development, and another who quickly
makes herself comfortable in Chloe’s house. Chloe discovers a dead body
on the local riding trail soon after she arrives and finds herself dragged
into a murder investigation. With tensions rising and island gossip to
contend with, as well as a murderer in their midst, will Chloe stick it out
and help solve the case, or will paradise turn out to be too hot to handle?

Read by Patience Tomlinson

Read by Charlotte Strevens
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Angela Barton
You’ve Got My Number

Michael Dixon
Time to Heal

There are three reasons Tess Fenton should be happy. One, her job at
the Blue Olive deli is dull, but at least she gets to work with her best
friend. Two, she lives in a cosy cottage in the pretty village of Halston.
Three, she’s in love with her boyfriend, Blake. Isn’t she? Because,
despite their history, Blake continues to be the puzzle piece in Tess’s
life that doesn’t quite fit. And when she meets intriguing local artist
Daniel Cavanagh, it soon becomes apparent that, for Tess, love isn’t as
easy as one, two, three...

Tales of a Country Doctor
Time to Heal tells the story of the colourful life of a country doctor
towards the end of his career. In turn shocking, sad and funny, they
describe a doctor who feels poorly served by the conventional medicine
of his time and finds new ways to relieve the suffering of his patients.
This tale has a twist. Twenty-first-century General Practice and its
patients have been betrayed by top-heavy regulation, performance
management and a blame culture. Young doctors no longer want to enter
General Practice. The author explores why and how pandemics might
provide the answers.
NF
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Mary Kelly
Due to a Death

Peter Lovesey
Diamond and the Eye

A car speeds down a road between miles of marshes and estuary flats,
its passenger a young woman named Agnes – hands bloodied, numbed
with fear, her world turned upside down. Meanwhile, the news of a
girl found dead on the marsh is spreading round the local area.
A masterpiece of suspense, Mary Kelly’s 1964 novel follows Agnes as she
casts her mind back through the past few days to find the links between
her husband, his friends, a mysterious stranger new to the village and a
case of bloody murder. Complex and thoroughly affecting, Due to a Death
was nominated for the Gold Dagger Award and showcases the author’s
versatility and remarkable skill for characterisation and dialogue.

Of all the weird characters Detective Superintendent Peter Diamond has
met in Bath, this one is the most extreme: a 21st-century private eye called
Johnny Getz. Johnny has been hired by Ruby Hubbard, whose father, an
antiques shop owner, has gone missing, and Johnny insists on involving
‘Pete’ in his investigation. When Diamond, Johnny and Ruby enter the
shop, they find a body and a murder investigation is launched. Diamond
is forced to house his team in the dilapidated Corn Market building across
the street. His problems grow when his boss appoints Lady Bede, from the
Police Ethics Committee, as an observer. Can the team stop more killings
in this normally peaceful city?

Read by David Thorpe

Read by Peter Wickham
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Robert Newcome
The Name Beneath the Stone

Sheila O’Flanagan
Three Weddings and a Proposal

1917. Private Daniel Dawkins fights at Messines Ridge and Passchendaele.
He writes home to his true love, Joyce, but reveals little of his extreme
bravery, his kindness, his loyalty to his comrades and the horrors they
experience on the Western Front. 1920. Captain Peter Harding is tasked
with a secret mission to assist in the selection of a body dug up from
the battlefields of Flanders to be buried in Westminster Abbey as the
‘Unknown Warrior’. 2011. Sarah Harding discovers Daniel’s letters
and Peter’s diaries. Together with historian James Marchant she pieces
together the hidden truth behind the Tomb of the Unknown Warrior and
must decide what to do with it.

Delphie is enjoying her brother’s wedding. Her surprise last-minute
plus-one has stunned her family – and it’s also stopped any of them
asking again why she’s still single. But when she sees all the missed
calls that evening, she knows it can’t be good news. And she’s right.
Delphie has been living her best life, loving her job, her friends, her
no-strings relationships and her dream house by the sea. Now she has to
question everything she believed about who she is and what she wants.
Each wedding of a glorious summer brings a new surprise. And as
everything Delphie thought she had is threatened, she has the chance to
reshape her future...

Read by Paul Thornley

Read by Caroline Lennon
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Rebecca Tope
Echoes in the Cotswolds

Peter Tremayne
The House of Death

Thea Osborne agrees to do a second spell of house-sitting for Lucy Sinclair,
in her new home in Northleach. Lucy is scheduled for an operation on her
back in Oxford and needs Thea to look after things for a few days. Thea
is glad of the change of scene and soon meets several of the townsfolk,
and it appears that few of them have any liking for Lucy. When a man
is found dead in a Northleach house and turns out to be Lucy’s stepson,
Thea is once again at the very heart of a police investigation.

Ireland. AD 672. The Feast of Beltaine is approaching and the seven senior
princes of the kingdom of Muman are gathering at Cashel to discuss King
Colgú’s policies. Just days before the council meets, Brother Conchobhar,
the keeper of the sacred sword, is found murdered. Sister Fidelma and her
brother Colgú fear that the killer had been trying to steal the sword that
symbolises the King’s authority to rule. And as rumours begin to spread
of an attempt to overthrow Colgú, news reaches Cashel that a plague
ship has landed at a nearby port, bringing the deadly pestilence to its
shores. Fidelma, Eadulf and Enda must work together to catch a killer as
the death toll starts to mount...

COVER TO BE REVEALED

Read by Caroline Lennon

Read by Caroline Lennon
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Lesley Cookman
Murder After Midnight

Kate Ellis
The Stone Chamber

When a woman’s body is found on the local golf course after an illicit
New Year’s party, news quickly spreads, and Libby Serjeant finds herself
being tracked down by locals desperate to share information about the
victim, Jackie Stapleton. But things are never that simple in Libby’s world.
Whilst everyone had an opinion on Jackie, it seems nobody really knew
much about her. Libby’s chum DCI Connell is being more tight-lipped than
usual, and even with her friend Fran Wolfe’s help, discovering a motive for
the killing is frustratingly difficult. Is the murder linked to some distinctly
dodgy dealing, a dispute with the local golf club, or something far more
sinister – a ghost from Libby’s past?

On a summer’s evening, Robert and Greta Gerdner are shot dead at their
isolated home in the Devon countryside. DI Wesley Peterson suspects
the execution-style murders might be linked to Robert’s past career in
the police – until Robert’s name is found on a list of people who’ve
been sent tickets anonymously for a tour of Darkhole Grange, a former
asylum on Dartmoor. When his friend, archaeologist Neil Watson, finds
the skeleton of a woman buried in a sealed chamber dating back to the
15th century at his nearby dig, Wesley wonders whether there might be
a connection between the mysterious stone cell and the tragic events at
Darkhole Grange. With the clock ticking, Wesley must solve the puzzle
before the next person on the list meets a terrible end...

Read by Patience Tomlinson

Read by Gordon Griffin MBE
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Susanna Gregory
The Chancellor’s Secret

Cynthia Harrod-Eagles
The Secrets of Ashmore Castle

In 1360, the Great Bridge over the River Cam is close to collapse.
As arguments rage over raising the money, differences are coming to
the boil over the election of a new Chancellor. Then the discovery of a
body under the bridge and the disappearance of two scholars throws
a more sinister shadow over both disputes. Matthew Bartholomew, the
University’s Corpse Examiner, already has his hands full: due to marry in
under a fortnight, he is determined to conclude his teaching duties and
deal with an outbreak of the summer flux before relinquishing his official
duties. Will there be enough time for him to unveil the identities of those
who seek to undermine both the town and the University?

1901. When the Earl of Stainton dies in a tragic hunting accident, Giles,
the eldest son of the noble Tallant family must step forward to replace
him as the head of the family. The Tallants and their servants struggle
to find their place in the house – and society – once again. And Giles
realises that he’s also inherited his father’s significant financial troubles
that threaten the security of his entire family. In Kensington, Kitty Bayfield,
the painfully shy but moneyed daughter of a Baronet, has just left school
with her penniless companion Nina. Nina captures the new Earl’s heart,
but only Kitty can save his family from their debts, and soon Giles must
choose between his duty and his heart...

Read by David Thorpe

Read by Penelope Freeman

12 hours 45 minutes

16 hours 45 minutes

HISTORICAL MYSTERY

HISTORICAL FICTION

CD
12

24

The quality speaks for itself . . .

MP3
1

D/L

CD
15

MP3
1

D/L

Audio 		
Marie Belloc Lowndes
The Chianti Flask

Hannah Pearl
Daisy’s Christmas Gift Shop

A quiet, enigmatic young woman called Laura Dousland is on trial for
murder, accused of poisoning her elderly husband, Fordish Dousland. The
couple’s Italian servant, Angelo Terugi, chief witness for the prosecution,
is on the stand and is also under suspicion. At the heart of the puzzle
of Fordish Dousland’s death is the Chianti flask that almost certainly
held the wine containing the poison which killed him. But the flask has
disappeared. The jury delivers its verdict, but this represents simply the
‘end of the beginning’ of Marie Belloc Lowndes’ novel. This book is a
psychological study into the bitter effects of murder and its aftermath
both on the person accused and those close to her.

Daisy Kirk is a sucker for a love story, which is why she opened up her
gift shop – there’s nothing that makes Daisy happier than when she’s
helped a customer find the perfect Christmas gift for their loved one.
And she absolutely does not just sell ‘soppy presents and frilly pants’
as her brother’s infuriating best friend, Eli, is so fond of suggesting. But
whilst Daisy is helping others with their love lives, hers is non-existent.
But when unusual circumstances take Daisy and Eli on a road trip from
London to rural Wales, will she finally get the happily ever after to her
own Christmas love story?

Read by Annabelle Indge

Read by Julie Teal
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Amanda Weinberg
The Tears of Monterini

Glenda Young
Murder at the Seaview Hotel

Italy, 1921. Yacobo Levi, an intellectual dreamer, works in the family
bookshop. Angelo Ghione, a contadino, makes good wine by singing to
the grapes. Lifetime best friends, their Jewish and Catholic families live
side by side amidst a backdrop of village communal life. Born on the same
day, their children grow up and fall in love. When the 1938 racial laws are
passed, the love between Bella and Rico thrives. When Angelo discovers
their liaison he suggests they marry but tensions simmer beneath the
surface of love and friendship. When war is declared on the day of Bella’s
wedding to a fellow Jew, the peaceful village they live in is torn apart, and
the Levis find themselves displaced and fighting for their lives.

After the death of her husband Tom, Helen Dexter is contemplating her
future as the now sole proprietor of the Seaview Hotel. There’s an offer
from a hotel chain developer to consider, but also a booking from a group
of twelve Elvis impersonators. Tom loved Elvis and for Helen this is a sign
that she should stay. But the developer is not going to give up easily.
Then, shortly after Twelvis arrive, one of them disappears and his body is
later found floating in a lake. Could the two be connected? Helen isn’t
going to wait for the murderer to strike again. With her trusty greyhound
Suki by her side, she decides to find out more about her guests.

Read by Victoria Fox

Read by Colleen Prendergast
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Isabelle Broom
The Getaway

Sophie Claire
Summer at the French Olive Grove

Most people travel to Croatia for its endless sunshine, pebbly beaches
and crystal clear sea. Kate goes there to disappear. She needs to escape
from a life that has fallen apart, and no one on the beautiful island of
Hvar knows who she is or what she’s running away from. Until she meets
another lonely soul. Alex is different to any man Kate has ever known,
yet the connection between them is undeniable. She soon begins to open
up in ways she never has before. But Kate is not the only person in Hvar
hiding secrets. And it is always only a matter of time before the truth
catches up with you...

Filmmaker Lily’s life is all about work and adventure. So when she
suffers an accident on her travels and finds herself recuperating in the
quiet French seaside village where she spent her childhood, she can’t
wait to escape. Not least because Olivier – Lily’s childhood friend and
former crush, who she has spent the last 13 years avoiding – is staying
next door...Strong-minded master baker Olivier is happily settled in
St Pierre, preparing to marry and put down roots. But Lily’s return to the
village risks turning his carefully-laid plans upside down, and as the pair
rediscover their familiar rivalry and fun, sparks fly.

Read by Kirsty Dillon

Read by Karen Cass
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M.W. Craven
Dead Ground

Elin Hilderbrand
Golden Girl

Detective Sergeant Washington Poe is in court, fighting eviction from his
beloved croft, when he is summoned to a backstreet brothel in Carlisle
where a man has been beaten to death with a baseball bat. As Poe and
socially awkward programmer Tilly Bradshaw delve deeper into the case,
they are faced with seemingly unanswerable questions: why does nothing
in the victim’s background check out? Why was a small ornament left
at the murder scene – and why did someone on the investigation team
steal it? And what is the connection to a flawlessly executed bank heist
three years earlier?

When Vivian Howe, author of 13 novels and mother of three grown-up
children, is killed in a hit-and-run incident while jogging near her home,
she ascends to the Beyond. Because her death was unfair, she is allowed
to watch what happens below with her children, her best friend, her
ex-husband, and a rival novelist whose book is coming out the same
day as Vivi’s. Vivi is also given the use of three ‘nudges’ so that she
can influence the outcome of events in the world of the living. As Vivi
discovers her children’s secrets, watches the investigation into her own
death and worries about a secret from her youth coming to light, she
must decide what she wants to manipulate.

Read by John Banks

Read by Laurence Bouvard
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Debbie Johnson
The Moment I Met You

Andy McDermott
The Secret of Excalibur

Elena Goodwin could never have known that her dream holiday to
Mexico would change her life forever. She thought that she was in charge
of her own destiny. But on a gorgeous summer evening, her whole world
is ripped from under her feet in a single moment. Ten years later, she still
can’t forget the face of the stranger who held her whilst everything she
knew was destroyed. Thrown back together again, Elena starts to uncover
the truth around that fateful night – and questions whether she made the
right decision all those years ago. She only met him for a moment, but
maybe it’s not too late...

Said to make whoever holds it unstoppable in battle, the sword Excalibur
has been coveted across the ages, and thought lost for over a thousand
years. Historian Bernd Rust believes he can locate Excalibur...and that
the sword is the key to harnessing an incredible source of energy.
Archaeologist Nina Wilde is sceptical – until she and Rust are attacked
by mercenaries determined to steal his research. Nina and her boyfriend,
ex-SAS soldier Eddie Chase, are soon propelled into a deadly race to find
Excalibur. From the deserts of Syria to the arctic wastes of Russia, Nina
and Chase must battle a merciless enemy who plans to use the sword’s
powers to plunge the world into a new era of war...

Read by Kirsty Dillon

Read by Simon Mattacks
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Libby Page
The Island Home

Tom Wood
A Quiet Man

Lorna’s world is small but safe. She loves her daughter, and the two
of them is all that matters. But after nearly 20 years, she and Ella are
suddenly leaving London for the Isle of Kip, the tiny remote Scottish
island where Lorna grew up. Alice’s world is tiny but full. She loves the
community on Kip, her yoga classes drawing women across the tiny
island together. Now Lorna’s arrival might help their family finally mend
itself – even if forgiveness means returning to the past...So with two
decades, hundreds of miles and a lifetime’s worth of secrets between
Lorna and the island, can coming home mean starting again?

One day a man arrives in town. The assassin known as Victor is hiding
out in a small motel in Canada after a job across the border. A few days
laying low and he’ll be gone, leaving no trace behind. He doesn’t count
on getting to know a mother and her boy who reminds him of his own
troubled childhood. When both vanish, only Victor seems to notice. Once
he starts looking for them, he finds himself at odds with the criminals
who own the town. They want him gone. Only Victor’s going nowhere
until he discovers the truth. To them he’s just a quiet man asking the
wrong questions. But that quiet man is a dangerous man.

Read by Sarah Barron
& Kirsty Cox

Read by Peter Noble
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Paul Doherty
Mother Midnight

Juliet Greenwood
The Girl with the Silver Clasp

1312. Sir Hugh Corbett has returned from the West Country to find
Westminster in chaos. Edward II has fled in an attempt to protect his
favourite from the wrath of his noblemen; and a royal clerk has been
found poisoned in a locked chamber. Drawn into a maze of murder both
at Westminster and at the Convent of Saint Sulpice, where young novices
are disappearing, Corbett quickly establishes a connection between
the two mysteries. As other killings follow, Corbett’s investigation leads
him to a high-class brothel and its sinister owner, Mother Midnight.
Challenged to a duel and hunted by a guild of ruthless assassins, Corbett
and his loyal henchmen face a sea of troubles.

St. Ives, 1916. Jess Morgan always hoped to become a celebrated
silversmith, but when the men return from war she’s forced to return to
her job as a seamstress. All she can cling to is the memory of that delicate,
unique silver clasp she created for a society bride. Rachel Bellamy served
as an ambulance driver on the front line during the Great War but now
it’s up to her to save the family home and picturesque harbour from her
wealthy brother-in-law, before it’s too late. Giselle Harding fought her
way up from poverty to become a Hollywood movie star. Yet even the
most beautiful jewels she owns will never replace the man she lost.

Read by Richard Burnip

Read by Karen Cass
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Vaseem Khan
The Dying Day

When actress Gloria Lamark takes her own life, her devoted son,
Thomas, is heartbroken. Something must be wrong with a world in
which such a tragedy is allowed to happen. How could her high-profile,
media-star psychiatrist have failed to save such a special person, whom
Thomas loved in such a very special way? Dr Tennent has a lesson to
learn – a very painful one. Michael Tennent is caught up in the first flush
of love – but has no idea how dangerous romance can be. For both
Michael and Thomas will do anything for the women they love...

Bombay, 1950. For over a century, one of the world’s great treasures,
a 600-hundred-year-old copy of Dante’s The Divine Comedy, has been
safely housed at Bombay’s Asiatic Society. But when it vanishes, together
with the man charged with its care, British scholar and war hero,
John Healy, the case lands on Inspector Persis Wadia’s desk. Uncovering
a series of complex riddles written in verse, Persis – together with English
forensic scientist Archie Blackfinch – is soon on the trail. But then they
discover the first body. As the death toll mounts it becomes evident that
someone else is also pursuing this priceless artefact and will stop at
nothing to possess it...

Read by Leighton Pugh

Read by Maya Saroya
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Iain Maitland
Mr Todd’s Reckoning

Andy McDermott
Rogue Asset

Behind the normal door of a normal house, in a normal street, two men
are slowly driving each other insane. One of them is a psychopath. The
father: Mr Todd is at his wits end. He’s been robbed of his job as a tax
inspector and is now stuck at home...with him. Frustrated. Lonely. Angry.
Really angry. The son: Adrian has no job, no friends. He is at home all day,
obsessively chopping vegetables and tap-tap-tapping on his computer.
And he’s getting worse, disappearing for hours at a time, sneaking off to
who-knows-where. The unholy spirit: In the safety of suburbia, one man
has developed a taste for killing. And he’ll kill again.

Alex Reeve was Operative 66. A former special ops soldier and one of the
UK’s deadliest weapons, he was a member of the secretive SC9 – an elite
security service with a remit to neutralise the country’s most dangerous
enemies. Falsely accused of treason, Reeve was forced to hide in the
shadows as the brutal assassins he once trained alongside sought to
eliminate the ‘rogue asset’ at any cost. But tricked into revealing himself,
Reeve is suddenly dragged into a lethal conspiracy involving the British
state, shadowy Russian agents...and his own father. If there’s one man
who can survive...it is Operative 66.

Read by Michael Simkins

Read by Simon Mattacks
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Allie Morgan
The Librarian

Penny Parkes
Home

I’m a librarian. I serve the regulars, the crime enthusiasts, the bookworms,
the homeless, the eccentrics, the jobless, the teenagers, the toddlers, the
aged. I know my community well. The library is a sanctuary for some, a
place for warmth for others and, on many occasions, an internet cafe.
It’s not always the books that bring us together. That’s why you might
be surprised to hear that I’ve been a witness to an attempted murder,
a target for a drugs gang and the last hope for people in desperate
poverty. The quirks of library life. But what I didn’t expect was for a simple
part-time job to become a passionate battle for survival, both for me
and for the library. This is my eye-opening account of the strange and
wonderful library that saved me and why I’m on a mission to save yours.

Anna Wilson travels the world as a professional housesitter – stepping
into other people’s lives – caring for their homes, pets and sometimes
even neighbours. But all Anna has ever really wanted is a home of her
own. Growing up in foster care, she always envied her friends their
secure and carefree lives, their certainty and confidence. And, while
those same friends may have become her family of choice, Anna is
still stuck in that nomadic cycle, looking for answers, trying to find the
courage to put down roots and find a place to call home. Home is Anna’s
journey to discovering that it isn’t where you settle down that matters,
but the people you have around you when you do.

NF

Read by Kirsty Cox

Read by Laura Kirman
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12 hours 15 minutes
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Simon Booker
Three’s a Crowd

Sheila Bugler
Before You Were Gone

Out-of-work actor Harriet is recuperating from a crash-and-burn affair
with Damian – aka ‘Cockweasel’ – and making ends meet as a barista
when she meets two rather lovely men. Tom is a regular at the café and
seems like such a nice guy. Smooth-talking DJ Richard is older, but in
great shape – a real silver fox. Deciding to take a chance on both of
them, Harriet doesn’t realise at first that she is actually dating father and
son. Tom and Richard aren’t on speaking terms, and don’t share a last
name – so how was she to know? By the time everyone finds out, both
Tom and Richard are truly madly deeply in love with Harriet, and she’s
faced with an impossible choice.

Emer Doran’s life was torn apart when her sister, Kitty, drowned. Her body
was never recovered. Twenty years later, Emer sees a woman who is the
image of Kitty and is convinced her sister is alive. Dee Doran jumps at
the chance to get to know her long-lost cousin when Emer calls asking
to meet. But it is not the happy family reunion Dee had expected. Emer
is desperate for Dee’s help to find out what really happened to Kitty. As
Dee works to uncover the truth, one thing becomes clear: there is a
tangled web of lies that date back many years. And those with the
answers are determined to keep their secrets at any cost.

Read by Karen Cass, Ben Higgins,
Simon Mattacks & John Telfer

Read by Helen Barford
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Elisabeth Carpenter
The Vacancy

Elle Croft
Buried

Running from her past, Rachel answers an advert to be a live-in assistant
to glamorous and eccentric author Dorothy Winters. But behind the
closed doors of Dorothy’s house, she quickly discovers that nothing is
as it seems. When Dorothy’s manuscript throws up striking similarities
to events in Rachel’s own life, she becomes convinced that the past
she’s tried to hide is catching up with her. Then the phone calls start.
The parcel arrives. The blood shows up in the bathroom. And Dorothy’s
friend disappears. Terrified of being blamed for murder, Rachel has
nobody left to turn to. Because who can she believe when she doesn’t
even trust herself...?

The Artist. No one knows who The Sculptor is. A successful artist, whose
works sell for millions – each one with a deadly secret at the centre.
The Killer. There’s a serial killer on the loose – dismembering women’s
bodies and leaving them washed up along the shore. The Victim. Alice has
designed her life to be as safe as it possibly can be. She takes no risks
and makes sure nothing is a threat to her or those she loves. But when
an earthquake brings all three together, will anyone get out alive? And
if you were trapped with a serial killer, would you protect their secrets to
save your own life?

Read by Penelope Freeman
& Katy Sobey

Read by Stephanie Cannon
& Regina Reagan

9 hours 10 minutes

8 hours 50 minutes
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Andrew Ewart
Replace You

Isla Gordon
The Wedding Pact

Trapped inside a secure hospital after what may not be her first suicide
attempt, Mya Dala’s only contact with the outside world is a TV
screen. One day it starts to show videos of her sweet, gentle boyfriend
Marc – hand-in-hand with her doppelganger. Mya plots how to get
back to Marc with the help of a violently troubled inmate known as
the Madboy. As she plans her escape, her memories of Marc become
conflicted. Have both of them had their personalities replaced – or is it
all in her head? If we remove impulses such as depression and anger,
how much is lost – and how long before our true personalities bite back?

August Anderson needs somewhere to live. Dumped by her boyfriend
who would rather be alone than move in with her, she has almost
given up on happiness. Until she notices that the beautiful Georgian
townhouse she’s long admired is looking for a new tenant. There’s just
one catch – the traditional, buttoned-up landlord is only willing to rent to
a stable, married couple and August, quite frankly, is neither. Enter Flynn,
the handsome, charming and somewhat unsuspecting gentleman who
August accidentally spills her coffee over. Flynn is new to the area and
is looking for somewhere to live, and August thinks she knows just the
place, but only if he’s willing to tell a little white lie...

Read by Rachel Petladwala

Read by Anna Acton
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10 hours 50 minutes
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Alice Hoffman
Magic Lessons
We first met the Owens in the glorious novel Practical Magic. We
discovered the tragedy of the Owens siblings in Rules of Magic.
Now we learn how it all began...with a baby abandoned in a snowy
English field in the 1600s. Under the care of gentle Hannah Owens, little
Maria learns about the ‘Unnamed Arts’. When Maria is abandoned by
the man she loves, she invokes the curse that will haunt her family for
centuries. Because magic has rules, and they must be followed. This is the
lesson that Maria will carry with her for the rest of her life and pass on to
her children and her children’s children.
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Ava loves city life but when something happens to make her feel unsafe,
she retreats to the calm and quiet of Bluebell Wood. When Ava begins
to feed the wild birds that flock to her bird table, they start leaving her
trinkets of appreciation in return. The gifts seem innocent at first, but
they soon take on a deeper meaning. It isn’t until Ava meets Callum, the
handsome parish priest, that she can’t help but wonder if the birds might
have been trying to get her out of the house all along. But will their
curious behaviour help to heal Ava, and transform her and Callum into
the lovebirds they clearly long to be?

Read by Lisa Coleman

13 hours 35 minutes
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Ali McNamara
Hope and Happiness in
Bluebell Wood

Read by Sutton Foster
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Nicholas Bowling
Song of the Far Isles

Kris Humphrey
Leo’s Map of Monsters

Oran lives on Little Drum, where music is everything. Every islander has
a birth instrument and a life song – and the ancestors, called ghasts,
linger to hear the music. But when the Duchess arrives from the mainland
bringing orders of silence, she threatens the ghasts’ existence, the very
soul of the community. When Oran hears of a mythical instrument with
the power to manipulate hearts, she brings her ghast best friend, Alick, on
a quest to find it, play it, and change the Duchess’s mind...

The Armoured Goretusk

Read by Mary Erskine

Read by Alex Wingfield
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When Leo opens his assignment envelope on his ninth birthday two
words stare back at him: TOP SECRET. But before he has time to ask any
questions, he’s whisked away beyond the village wall to meet his new
boss, the Guardian.
As the Guardian’s apprentice, he must protect his village from the
monsters that lurk in the surrounding forest. Armed with a slingshot of
magical stones and a strange map, Leo is given his first mission – to do
battle with an angry Armoured Goretusk.
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Steven Vinacour
Tudor Tangle

Anna Zobel
Little Gem

When Ted accidentally discovers (don’t ask!) that his toilet allows him to
travel back in time to any point in history, his (slightly soggy) discoveries
are only just beginning. Join Ted on his fully immersive adventure through
time as he flushes himself back to Tudor times and an encounter with
Henry VIII!

When her spell at Witchcraft School goes wrong, Gem lands in an
unfamiliar, empty cottage, outside a strange, colourful town.

Steven Vinacour’s sequel to his hilarious debut novel follows Ted as he
visits the Tudor era to get dance lessons and kingly tips from Henry VIII
himself – all in the vague hope of becoming prom king to Chloe (swoon!)
Onions’ prom queen!

Everyone in Ellsworth Pining thinks Gem is their new village witch, even
when Gem tries to correct them. And Gem’s new friends do need her.
The Weather Worker is missing, and there are tales of a terrifying beast
in the woods.
Gem might know a spell that could help – if she can get it right.

Read by Steven Vinacour

Read by Olivia Beardsley

2 hours

2 hours 30 minutes
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Tony Bradman
Queen of Darkness

Sharon Creech
Saving Winslow

Boudica’s Army will Rise...

Louie doesn’t have the best luck when it comes to nurturing small
animals – not even lightning bugs, worms or goldfish. So when his father
brings home a sickly newborn little donkey, he’s determined to save him.
Taking care of him helps Louie feel closer to his brother Gus, who has just
left home. Everyone worries that Winslow won’t survive, especially Louie’s
quirky new friend, Nora. But as his bond with Winslow grows, surprising
events prove that this fragile donkey – and Louie – are stronger than
anyone could have imagined.

Eastern Britain, 60 CE. Once proud and free, the Iceni tribe now pay
tribute to the Romans, and are ruled by a client king. When twelve-yearold Rhianna and her younger sister Eleri are thrown out of their home by
their cruel stepmother, they must find food and shelter. Appealing to King
Prasutagus in the name of the goddess Morrigan, they are rejected – but
then Queen Boudica takes them into her household. As Rhianna settles
into this new life, she learns that there’s not only kindness in Boudica –
there’s a darkness waiting to be unleashed, and the Romans will suffer
for their crimes against her. A great battle is looming...

Read by Julia Barrie

Read by Kirby Heyborne
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Michael Rosen
Uncle Gobb and the Dread Shed

Tom Vaughan
Bin Boy

Malcolm is in all ways an ordinary boy. This is a perfectly ordinary story
featuring one perfectly ordinary ten-year-old, his very bossy uncle,
some baked beans, a school which tries to make interesting things
BORING, the famed Italian city of Ponky, and a genie who appears when
you rub your nose. It also includes lots of very useful facts – many of
which are untrue...

10-year-old Billy’s mum has just remarried, and his new stepdad Phil is
smarmy and try-hard...even if he is Super Rich. On top of that, Billy – and
his best friend Viv – are so unpopular at school, only the IT Club rank
below them in the school food chain. And the school bully keeps throwing
bins at Billy’s head. So, when Billy discovers his stepdad is a supervillain
with an evil plan to destroy the entire world, it is the perfect excuse to
break Phil and his mum up. But gathering evidence about a supervillain
is harder than it looks, and when Billy accidentally becomes ‘Bin Boy’ – a
superhero sensation – things become a whole lot more complicated.
Suddenly the fate of the global population is on Bin Boy’s shoulders.
Can he save his family and the entire world?!

Read by Ben Higgins

Read by Sam Newton
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Jasbinder Bilan
Aarti & the Blue Gods

Neill Cameron
Freddy vs School

Aarti has lived on the island with Aunt for as long as she can remember.

There’s something different about Freddy. And it might just be because
he’s a super-powered robot – which is pretty cool! But when his school
clamps down on his powers, Freddy will have to figure out a way to
act human without caving from the peer pressure. The only problem is
that it’s really hard to be human. He has three strikes until expulsion.
But what’s so wrong with being himself? The only good thing about
school was that it’s where his friends are and now even that’s changed.
But Freddy being a superhero robot might be the only thing that could
save everybody...

Like the weather, Aunt rules her world with rare warmth. Aarti’s only
comforts are a book of Indian myths full of blue gods, a fox’s friendship,
and a toy rabbit she finds in a locked room.
Then, she learns Aunt has been feeding her lies. Fate intervenes when a
half-drowned boy washes up on the beach. With his help, Aarti hopes to
remember who she really is...and perhaps find a way home.

Read by Nikki Patel

Reader to be confirmed
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Gemma Fowler
City of Rust

Sinéad O’Hart
Skyborn

Railey dreams of winning the drone races with her bio-robotic gecko
friend, Atti.

The circus has seen better days, but for Bastjan it’s home. He will do
anything he can to save it, even if it means participating in a deathdefying new act. But when that fails to draw in the crowds, the
ringmaster makes a deal with a mysterious man by the name of Dr Bauer.

But when a bounty hunter crashes their biggest race yet, the pair are
forced to flee to the feared Junker clans who mine the rubbish orbiting
the Earth.
Rescued by a couple of Junker kids, they discover a danger bigger than
anything they’d imagined – but can three kids, a gecko and an ancient
computer save the world against the huge trash bomb (and its powercrazed creator) threatening to destroy the planet?

In exchange for his help, Bauer wants a box that belonged to
Bastjan’s mother and came from her birthplace – the faraway island of
Melita. Bastjan is desperate to keep his only memento of his mother
out of Bauer’s hands. And as he uncovers more about the strange
objects contained within, he realizes it’s not only the circus that’s in
terrible danger...

Read by Fran Burgoyne

Read by Charlie Sanderson

5 hours 50 minutes
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Elizabeth Von Arnim
Father

Mary Essex
Tea is so Intoxicating

Since her mother’s death Jennifer has devoted years of her life to her
father, managing the family home. After the sudden announcement that
he has taken a new wife, Jennifer, at 33, seizes the opportunity to lead an
independent life. Quickly she secures the lease of Rose Cottage and turns
her attention to her own interests. While
Jennifer is desperate to experience life on
her own terms within her reduced financial
means, her neighbour Alice is pre-occupied
with ensuring her position as head of her
brother’s household is never challenged.

David Tompkins thinks it is a splendid idea to open a tea garden at his
Kentish cottage. His wife, Germayne, is not so sure. The local villagers
are divided on the matter, and it doesn’t bode well when the official
opening coincides with a break in the beautiful weather. Things are
further complicated by the arrival of the
‘cake cook’ Mimi, a Viennese girl with
a mysterious past, Germayne’s daughter
Ducks, and her ex-husband Digby. With
rumour rife that the couple are not actually
married, the lady of the manor makes it her
mission to shut the enterprise down.

Read by Penelope Freeman

Read by Penelope Freeman
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Rose Macaulay
Dangerous Ages

Mollie Panter-Downes
My Husband Simon

The book opens with Neville celebrating her 43rd birthday and
contemplating middle age now that her children are grown. Her mother,
in her sixties, seeks answers to her melancholy in Freudianism. Her sister,
Nan, a writer who has hitherto led a single and carefree life in London,
experiences the loss of love and with it her
plan for the future. And Neville’s principled
daughter Gerda, who is determined not
to follow her mother’s generation into the
institute of marriage, finds herself at an
impasse with the man she loves.

My Husband Simon tells the story of the married life of Nevis Falconer,
a young woman novelist, and Simon Quinn. Temperamentally unsuited,
they live this superficial existence for three years, until one day Nevis
meets Marcus Chard, her American publisher, who has just arrived in
London. Soon friendship develops into
love and Nevis finds herself caught in a
whirl of circumstances over which she has
no control.

Read by Julia Franklin

Read by Julia Franklin

7 hours 10 minutes

5 hours 50 minutes
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May Sinclair
The Tree of Heaven

E.H. Young
Chatterton Square

The Tree of Heaven follows the fortunes of the Harrison family as the
children grow up in the shadow of the First World War and Dorothy’s
brothers go off to the trenches, while she becomes involved with the
suffrage movement, and later joins a version of the Women’s Social and
Political Union.

A sophisticated, emotive novel, Chatterton Square concerns the complex
web of relationships between two neighbouring families, the Blacketts
and the Frasers. Framed by the advance of the Second World War,
the subtle mechanics of marriage and love are laid bare through
the observation of three of the marital
options open to the mid-century woman:
unmarried, separated, miserably married.

Read by Jilly Bond

Read by Patience Tomlinson

10 hours 55 minutes
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