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October

Ann Cleeves
The Darkest Evening
Driving home during a swirling blizzard, Vera Stanhope becomes disorientated and
loses her way, discovering a car slewed off the road ahead of her. With the door open,
Vera assumes the driver has sought shelter, but when she inspects the car she is
shocked to find a young toddler strapped in the back seat.
Afraid they will freeze, Vera takes the child and drives on, arriving at Brockburn, a rundown stately home she recognizes as the house her father Hector grew up in.
Inside Brockburn, a party is in full swing, with music and laughter to herald the
coming Christmas. But outside in the snow, a young woman lies dead, and Vera knows
immediately she has a new case. Could this woman be the child's mother? And if so,
what happened to her?
The Vera Stanhope Series
“Nobody does unsettling undercurrents better than Ann Cleeves.”
VAL MCDERMID
“Superb... This page-turner is must reading for fans as well as newcomers.”
PUBLISHERS WEEKLY

Crime 426pp

Amanda Craig
The Golden Rule

Alice Feeney
His & Hers

When Hannah is invited into the First-Class carriage of the London to
Penzance train by Jinni, she walks into a spider's web. Hannah's husband
has left her and their daughter for rich, childless Eve, and Hannah has
been surviving by becoming a cleaner in London. Jinni is equally angry and
bitter, and in the course of their journey the two women agree to murder
each other's husbands. But when Hannah goes to Jinni's husband's home
the next night, she finds Stan – a huge, hairy, ugly drunk who has his own
problems, not least the care of a half-ruined house and garden. He claims
Jinni is a very different person to the one who has persuaded Hannah to
commit a terrible crime. Who is telling the truth – and who is the real
victim?

If there are two sides to every story, someone is always lying...

“...promises to be a typically
sharp and hugely satisfying pageturner...” DAILY MAIL
“...wrapping the reader in a
tight, lean narrative, showing the
strangeness that lies at the heart
of normal-seeming lives.”
THE OBSERVER

Suspense 456pp
1

Jack: Three words to describe my wife: Beautiful. Ambitious. Unforgiving.
Anna: I only need one word to describe my husband: Liar.
When a woman is murdered in Blackdown village, newsreader Anna
Andrews is reluctant to cover the case. Anna's ex-husband, DCI Jack
Harper, is suspicious of her involvement, until he becomes a suspect in his
own murder investigation.
Someone is lying, and some secrets are worth killing to keep...

Soon To Be A Major TV
Series, with Jessica Chastain
as Executive Producer
“Stunning, addictive...this
book should not be missed!”
SAMANTHA DOWNING
“Alice writes the twisty sort of
novel that leaves you breathless
and unsure about everything
and everyone... Warning – could
cause sleepless nights!”
ADELE PARKS

Thriller 414pp

Charnwood Hardcover 		
Sophie Hannah
The Killings At Kingfisher Hill
Hercule Poirot is travelling by luxury passenger coach from London to the exclusive
Kingfisher Hill estate, where Richard Devonport has summoned him to prove that his
fiancée, Helen, is innocent of the murder of his brother, Frank.
The coach is forced to stop when a distressed woman demands to get off, insisting
that if she stays she will be murdered. Although the rest of the journey passes without
incident, Poirot's fears are later confirmed when a body is discovered...
Could this new murder provide clues to solving the mystery of who killed Frank
Devonport? And if Helen is innocent, can Poirot find the true culprit in time to save
her from the gallows?

Charnwood

October

The New Hercule Poirot Series
“Perfect...a pure treat for Agatha Christie fans.” TANA FRENCH
“Does Sophie Hannah's Poirot live up to our expectations? Yes, he does, and
markedly so... Poirot is still Poirot. Poirot is back.”
ALEXANDER MCCALL SMITH

Crime 354pp

Anna Jacobs
Christmas In Peppercorn Street

Dean Koontz
Devoted

Christmas is fast approaching, but for some living at the top end of
Peppercorn Street, the mood is far from festive. Luke Morgan is not getting
on with his teenage daughter, who has recently returned to live with him.
In a nearby village, Claire Small is trying to avoid her sadistic ex who is
stalking her. When Claire and Luke are thrown together by a car accident
caused by her dog, it's obvious that she is in danger – so Luke invites
Claire, her delightful small daughter, and their lovable dog to take refuge
in his home. Can the presence of strangers help to rebuild the relationship
between Luke and his own daughter? And will this Christmas give them
the best present of all – a new family – or will Claire's ex again cause
trouble?

Woody Bookman hasn't spoken a word in his eleven years of life. Not
when his father died in a freak accident. Not when his mother Megan
tells him she loves him.

The Peppercorn Street Series
Readers' Reviews
“I did not want it to end!”
“A delightful read as always from
Anna, found it difficult to put
down, was hooked from the first
page...”

General Fiction 306pp

For Megan, keeping her boy safe and happy is what matters. But Woody
believes a monstrous evil is behind his father's death and now threatens
him and his mother. And he's not the only one who thinks so. An ally
unknown to him is listening.
Woody's fearful suspicions are taking shape. A malicious man driven by
evil has set a depraved plan into motion. And he's coming after Woody
and his mother. The reasons are primal. His powers are growing. And he's
not alone...
“Scary, sickening (in that good
way), and touching, this is a
novel that will delight both the
author's legion of fans and
those who finally decide it's
time to find out what this guy
Koontz is all about.” BOOKLIST

Suspense 498pp
2
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October - November

Captain Sir Tom Moore
Tomorrow Will Be A Good Day
At the height of the Covid-19 pandemic, ninety-nine-year-old WWII veteran Captain
Tom Moore began walking laps of his garden to raise £1000 for the NHS.
By the time of his 100th birthday, he'd reached £32 million and captured the hearts
of the nation.
In his official autobiography, announced alongside the creation of the Captain Tom
Foundation, he tells us not only of his long life, serving in Burma in the war and racing
motorbikes, but also how an old soldier with a can-do, never-give-up attitude inspired
a nation to believe anything is possible by reminding us it is never too late.
“Captain Tom Moore has stolen the nation's hearts.” EVENING STANDARD

“I am so looking forward to sharing my autobiography with you which will
help support my new Foundation.” CAPTAIN SIR TOM MOORE

N/F: Autobiography 390pp

Rose Tremain
Islands Of Mercy

Martina Cole
No Mercy

Bath, 1865: A young woman renowned for her nursing skills is convinced
that some other destiny will one day show itself to her. But when she is
torn between a dangerous affair with a female lover and the promise of
a conventional marriage to an apparently respectable doctor, her desires
begin to lead her towards a future she had never imagined. Meanwhile,
on the wild island of Borneo, an eccentric British 'rajah', Sir Ralph Savage,
overflowing with philanthropy but compromised by his passions, sees his
schemes relentlessly undermined. Jane's quest for an altered life and Sir
Ralph's endeavours become locked together as the story journeys across
the globe – from the confines of an English tearoom to the rainforests of
a tropical island, via the slums of Dublin and the transgressive fancy-dress
boutiques of Paris.

Diana Davis has been head of the family business since the death of her
husband, an infamous bank robber. She's a woman in a man's world, but
no one messes with her. Her only son, Angus, is a natural born villain, but
he needs to earn Diana's trust before she'll allow him into the business.
Once he's proved he has the brains to run their clubs in Marbella, he is
given what he's always wanted. It's the beginning of a reign of terror that
knows no bounds. But Angus has a blind spot: his wife, Lorna, and their
three kids, Angus Junior, Sean and Eilish. And as the next generation enters
the business, Angus has a painful truth to learn. Even when it comes to
family, he must show no mercy...

“A wonderful book and so
beautifully written, it grabbed
me from the first page...”

“No Mercy is a gripping Cole
classic, awash in graphic
violence, brutal betrayal
and the darkest of deeds...”
LANCASHIRE EVENING POST

“This book is nothing less than a
work of art.”

“A fully engrossing read.”
LEICESTER MERCURY

General Fiction 522pp

Crime 486pp

Readers' Reviews
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It was like something out of a fairytale…
The grieving widower.
The motherless daughters.
A beautiful house in the woods.
And a nanny come to save the day.
So what if Lexi isn't telling the truth about who she is? Escaping to the
remote snows of Norway is going to be her lifeline. And all she wants is
to be a part of their lives. But soon, isolated in that cold, creaking house
in the middle of ancient, whispering woods, Lexi's fairytale starts to turn
into a nightmare. With darkness creeping in from the outside, her fears are
deepening. Lexi knows she needs to protect the children in her care. But
protect them from what?

Jim Eldridge
Murder At The Natural History
Museum
1895. When the newly dubbed 'Museum Detectives' are asked to
investigate deliberate damage to a dinosaur skeleton at the Natural
History Museum, there is evidence that the fossil-hunting mania of the
notorious Bone Wars in America may have reached their shores. But for
Daniel Wilson, famed for his involvement in the Jack the Ripper case, and
renowned archaeologist Abigail Fenton, events soon take a sinister turn.
A museum attendant is found dead in an anteroom by none other than
the infamous theatre manager Bram Stoker, who it seems may have had
a personal connection with the deceased. Facing pressure both from an
overseas business and local celebrity, Wilson and Fenton must rely on their
talents and instincts to solve their most puzzling case yet.

Charnwood

C.J. Cooke
The Nesting

November

Museum Mysteries
“Vivid and compelling.”
ROSAMUND LUPTON

London's famous museum
holds a deadly secret...

“A gorgeous, atmospheric book
that chilled me to the bone.”
SAMANTHA DOWNING

Suspense 432pp

Mystery 372pp

Matt Haig
The Midnight Library
When Nora Seed finds herself in the Midnight Library, she has a chance to make things
right. Up until now, her life has been full of misery and regret. She feels she has let
everyone down, including herself. But things are about to change.
The books in the Midnight Library enable Nora to live as if she had done things
differently. With the help of an old friend, she can now undo every one of her regrets
as she tries to work out her perfect life. But things aren't always what she imagined
they'd be, and soon her choices place the library and herself in extreme danger.
Before time runs out, she must answer the ultimate question: What is the best way
to live?
LibraryReads Top Ten September 2020
Featured on the Breakfast Show on BBC Radio 2
“You've got to read this book...it's such a beautiful novel.” ZOE BALL
“Clever, emotional and thought-inspiring.” JENNY COLGAN
“Just beautiful.” FEARNE COTTON

General Fiction 360pp
4
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November

Melissa Hill
The Summer Villa
Villa Dolce Vita, a rambling stone house on the Amalfi Coast, sits high above the Gulf
of Naples amidst dappled lemon groves and the fragrant, tumbling bougainvillea. Kim,
Colette and Annie all came to the villa in need of escape and in the process forged
an unlikely friendship. Now, years later, Kim has transformed the crumbling house into
a luxury retreat and has invited her friends back for the summer to celebrate. But as
friendships are rekindled under the Italian sun, secrets buried in the past will come to
light, and not everyone is happy that the three friends are reuniting... Each woman
will have things to face up to if they are all to find true happiness and fully embrace
the sweet life.

“Three evocative journeys from heartbreak to hope, bolstered by female
friendship and set against the irresistible backdrop of a villa on the Amalfi Coast:
what's not to love?” ROISIN MEANEY

General Fiction 426pp

Jackie Kabler
The Perfect Couple

Helen Macdonald
Vesper Flights

A year and a half ago, Gemma met the love of her life, Danny. Since then,
their relationship has been like something out of a dream. But one Friday
evening, Gemma returns home to find Danny is nowhere to be seen. After
two days with no word from her husband, Gemma turns to the police. She
is horrified by what she discovers – a serial killer is on the loose in Bristol
and the victims all look just like Danny... But the police aren't convinced
by Gemma's story. Why has no one apart from Gemma seen or heard from
Danny in weeks? Why is there barely a trace of him in their flat? Is she
telling them the truth, or are there more secrets and lies in this marriage
than meets the eye?

New And Collected Essays

The perfect couple...or the perfect lie?
“This is a psychological thriller
that has everything: intrigue,
mystery and constant twists and
turns. I couldn't put it down!”
ALEX LAKE

5

From the internationally acclaimed author of H Is For Hawk comes Vesper
Flights, a collection of Helen Macdonald's best loved pieces along with
new essays, ranging from accounts of swan upping on the Thames to
watching tens of thousands of cranes in Hungary to seeking the last
golden orioles in Suffolk's poplar forests.
She writes about wild boar, swifts, mushroom hunting, migraines, the
strangeness of birds' nests, what we do when we watch wildlife and why.
This is a book about observation, fascination, time, memory, love and loss
and how we make the world around us, by one of this century's most
important and insightful nature writers.

“There is no let-up in this twistyturny thriller... Just when you
think you've cracked its secrets,
your expectations are upended
again.” KATE RIORDAN

“Nature writing at its best... I
wanted to savour it, spinning it
out across weeks, one chapter
per evening... Each and every
essay reminded me what a
gifted writer Macdonald is.
For these are urgent pieces
designed to open our eyes
to these terrible times for the
environment.” BOOKSELLER
*Book of the Month

Suspense

N/F: Nature 342pp

432pp

Denise Mina
The Less Dead
When Margo goes in search of her birth mother for the first time, she meets her aunt,
Nikki, instead. Margo learns that her mother, Susan, was a sex worker murdered soon
after Margo's adoption. To this day, Susan's killer has never been found.
Nikki asks Margo for help. She has received threatening and haunting letters from
the murderer, for decades. She is determined to find him – but she can't do it alone...

November - December
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“The menacing atmosphere...effectively supports the novel's themes of
reconciliation, class divides, and violence against women.” BOOKLIST
“Denise Mina brilliantly manages to be funny, heart-wrenching, gut-punching
and addictive all at once.” NICCI FRENCH

Thriller 342pp

Jeffrey Archer
Hidden In Plain Sight
Newly promoted, Detective Sergeant William Warwick has been reassigned to the
Drugs Squad. His first case: to investigate a notorious South London drug lord known
as The Viper. But as William and his team close in on a criminal network unlike any they
have ever encountered, he is also faced with an old enemy, Miles Faulkner. It will take
all of William's cunning to devise a means to bring both men to justice; a trap neither
will expect, one that is hidden in plain sight...
William Warwick Series

“Jeffrey is the consummate storyteller...fast-paced and thrilling, with his
trademark plot twists and cliff-hangers.” DAILY MAIL
“Probably the greatest storyteller of our age.” MAIL ON SUNDAY

General Fiction 360pp
6
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December

Phillipa Ashley
A Perfect Cornish Christmas

Rachel Johnson
Rake's Progress

After last Christmas revealed a shocking family secret, Scarlett's hardly
feeling merry and bright. All she wants this festive season is to know
who her real father is... So Scarlett heads to the little Cornish town of
Porthmellow, where she believes the truth of her birth is hidden. She just
didn't bargain on being drawn into the Christmas festival preparations
– or meeting Jude Penberth, whose charm threatens to complicate life
further. Everything comes to a head at Porthmellow's Christmas Festival...
But can Scarlett have the perfect Christmas this year, or are there more
surprises on the way?

My Political Midlife Crisis

Porthmellow Harbour Series
“Warm and funny and feelgood. The best sort of holiday
read.” KATIE FFORDE
“Sparkling and festive – loved
it!” MILLY JOHNSON

Rachel Johnson was always keen to avoid the family business and plough
her own furrow. But, after the 2016 EU referendum, she felt the heavy
hand of fate. When an insurgent centre party burst onto the scene in 2019,
she felt compelled to stand for something rather than nothing – which
happened to be just as her brother, Boris, was making his final assault on
Downing Street...
Beyond her own story, Rake's Progress highlights the importance of
standing up for your beliefs, and the challenges of life in the public
eye, taking the reader behind the scenes from the campaign trail to the
'Westminster bubble' and the carpeted corridors of power. Written with
great honesty and self-deprecating humour, this is a book that reveals the
very human side of politics.
“Fabulously indiscreet and
funny... I loved it.”
THE OBSERVER
“There will be weightier political
tomes this year than 'Rake's
Progress', but you will not read
one more entertaining.”
DAILY MAIL

Romance 408pp

N/F: Memoir 282pp

Gilly Macmillan
To Tell You The Truth

Richard Osman
The Thursday Murder Club

Lucy Harper was nine years old when her brother vanished in the woods
near home. As the only witness, Lucy's story of that night became crucial
to the police investigation. Thirty years on, her brother's whereabouts
are still unknown. Now Lucy is a bestselling thriller writer. Her talent for
invention has given her fame, fortune, and an army of adoring fans. But
her husband, Dan, has started keeping secrets of his own, and a sudden
change of scene forces Lucy to confront some dark, unwelcome memories.
Then Dan goes missing and Lucy's past and present begin to collide. Did
she kill her husband? Would she remember if she did?

In a peaceful retirement village, four unlikely friends meet up once a week
to investigate unsolved murders. But when a brutal killing takes place
on their very doorstep, the Thursday Murder Club find themselves in the
middle of their first live case. Elizabeth, Joyce, Ibrahim and Ron might be
pushing eighty, but they still have a few tricks up their sleeves. Can our
unorthodox but brilliant gang catch the killer before it's too late?

“Bold, suspenseful, and
impossible to put down.”
SAMANTHA DOWNING
“One of the most unsettling –
and unforgettable – heroines
I've ever met!” SHARI LAPENA

Thriller 372pp
7

The Thursday Murder Club series
“Thrilling, moving, laugh-out-loud funny”
MARK BILLINGHAM
“So smart and funny.
Deplorably good”
IAN RANKIN

Mystery TBCpp

LJ Ross
The Shrine

Saskia Sarginson
The Bench

After a long and eventful winter, DCI Ryan and his team are looking
forward to the joys of spring. But, when one of their colleagues is shot
dead on her own doorstep and the brass think it's an inside job, Ryan
finds himself drafted in to investigate. He's barely scratched the surface
when reports flood in of a terror explosion at Durham Cathedral. Chaos
descends on the sleepy, historic city and, when the smoke clears, they find
a priceless artefact that once belonged to Saint Cuthbert is missing. With
tensions running at an all-time high, and unable to trust the local police,
can Ryan and his team bring a killer to justice...and restore Cuthbert's
cross to its natural resting place?

It begins at the end.

DCI Ryan Series
“LJ Ross keeps company with the
best mystery writers.”
THE TIMES

December

It begins on a bench, on a heath, where a woman waits for a man.
Ten years ago, they made a pact: On this bench, on this day, they will end
a love affair that's spanned three decades, or start again.
They should never have met. They should never have fallen in love.
But they did, until a lie separated them for a lifetime.
Can they fix the mistake, forgive the lie, erase the years in-between? Can
what was lost ever truly be found?

Charnwood
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“An unforgettable story about
once-in-a-lifetime love. Powerful,
timeless and moving – I loved it.”
HOLLY MILLER
“A wonderful, life-spanning
novel with real heart and depth. I
didn't want it to end.”
LISA BALLANTYNE

Crime 246pp

General Fiction 420pp

Ruth Ware
One By One
Snow is falling in the exclusive alpine ski resort of Saint Antoine, as the shareholders
and directors of Snoop, the hottest new music app, gather for a make or break
corporate retreat to decide the future of the company. At stake is a billion-dollar dot
com buyout that could make them all millionaires, or leave some of them out in the
cold. The clock is ticking on the offer, and with the group irrevocably split, tensions
are running high. When an avalanche cuts the chalet off from help, and one board
member goes missing in the snow, the group is forced to ask – would someone resort
to murder to get what they want?
LibraryReads Hall Of Fame Author
“A chilling, edge-of-your-seat thriller.” SHARI LAPENA
“So fast paced, action packed, twisty-turny, modern, clever, scary and
ingenious!” LISA JEWELL
“A fab psychological thriller... Incredibly tense and kept me guessing to the
end.” EMILY KOCH

Suspense 456pp
8
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Dilly Court
A Village Scandal

Rosie James
Front Line Nurse

1869: It's spring in Little Creek and wedding bells are ringing. After their
hasty marriage the Christmas before, Daisy is overjoyed to be finally
marrying dashing Jay properly, in front of the whole village. But then, on
the evening of their wedding, amid the festivities, Jay disappears. Daisy
doesn't know if Jay is dead or alive, if she's his wife or his widow. And
what's more, without her husband, she has no means of supporting herself
or her household. Refusing to give up hope, Daisy must draw on all her
strength and courage – after all, she has people who depend on her. But
the secret of Jay's disappearance is more scandalous than she could ever
have imagined...

Angelina Green never knew her mother, who left her in a cardboard box
by the East London docks on a freezing November night when she was a
tiny baby. Saved by a local orphanage, she knows she owes her life to the
kindness of others. And she's determined to repay her debt by working as
a nurse. Strong, kind and patient, Angelina is a natural on the ward. In the
depths of WWI, however, more nurses are needed, and so Angelina is soon
on her way to France – but when she arrives, her courage is tested like
never before. As war rages around her, a chance meeting with a familiar
soldier sends Angelina's whole world into turmoil. Can she hold her nerve,
save the men – and protect her heart?

Village Secrets Series

Readers' Reviews

The No.1 Sunday Times
bestselling book!

“Front Line Nurse is a wonderful
book that gives insight to what
nurses went through during the
war.”

Readers' Reviews
“Another page turner.”
“...absolutely loved it...can't wait
for the next book in this series.”

“Fantastic war saga very
enthralling and feel good factor...
Highly recommended.”

480pp

270pp

Sheila Jeffries
An Orphan's Winter

Lynette Rees
A Daughter's Promise

Almost a decade after being rescued from a shipwreck by a local Cornish
family, sixteen-year-old Lottie is settled in St Ives with her adopted
relations. But after a trip to America to meet her birth mother ends badly,
Lottie fears her new life might be falling apart...

London, 1888: Eighteen-year-old seamstress Kathryn Flynn lives in
Whitechapel, London, struggling to support her widowed mother and
younger siblings. But when her work starts drying up and her mother falls
ill, she is forced to consider desperate measures. Then she meets Squire,
an older city gentleman; and claiming to be Miss Bella Cartwright, she
attempts to draw some charity from him as he buys her a drink. Squire has
an offer for her: work in the West End, where he would take her under his
wing and she could have the life she's always wanted – plenty of money,
gifts of fancy dresses, the companionship of people of means – and never
have to sew again. But is there something darker lurking beneath his
kindness?

Arriving back in Cornwall, Lottie struggles to adjust to life with her
temperamental mother, and her very arrival shakes up their quiet
community. She also faces a more difficult problem – she's hiding the
secret of her first love. And soon she is forced to make a choice between
her duty to her family and to her heart. As new challenges arrive for Lottie
and the community in St Ives, will they be able to overcome their troubles
and find their way back to each other?

Readers' Reviews
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October

“Jeffries is an outstanding
writer of sagas with heart and
feeling. Her writing is warm
and sympathetic – I recommend
whatever she writes!”
ROSIE CLARKE

“Another brilliant read from this
amazing author.”

432pp

360pp

“A beautiful story that I couldn't
put down.”

October - November

Joanna Toye		
Wartime For The Shop Girls

Glenda Young
The Tuppenny Child

1942: As shortages of staff – and goods – begin to bite, young Lily Collins
is nervously stepping up to sales junior at Marlow's department store.
Bombs are still falling and Lily and fellow shop girls Gladys and Beryl
need a stiff upper lip to wave boyfriends, husbands and brothers goodbye,
especially with a baby on the way and grim news on the wireless. Jim, who
works with Lily at the store, seems restless, and nothing can prepare Lily
for the secrets that come tumbling out when her favourite brother comes
home on leave... Somehow, she must keep smiling through. Community,
family and friends rally round as her home town – and the whole country
– is tested once again.

Sadie Linthorpe is the talk of Ryhope when she arrives there, age
seventeen, alone, seeking work and a home in the pit village. But Sadie is
keeping a secret – she is searching for her baby girl, who was taken from
her at birth a year ago and cruelly sold by the child's grandmother. All that
Sadie knows about the family who took her daughter is that they live in
Ryhope. And the only thing she knows about her daughter is that when
the baby was born, she had a birthmark on one shoulder that resembled a
tiny ladybird. But as Sadie's quest begins, a visitor from her past appears
– one who could jeopardise the life she's beginning to build and ruin her
chances of finding her beloved child forever...

The Shop Girls Series

Readers' Reviews

“A warm domestic drama."
PEOPLE'S FRIEND

“What a gripping writer, pure
passion for her world on every
page.”

“Highly recommended – an
engrossing story with a
charmingly forthright heroine.”
ANNA JACOBS

“Unique, captivating...will
definitely pull at everyone's
heartstrings.”

348pp

384pp

Jean Fullerton
A Ration Book Wedding

Evie Grace		
Her Mother’s Daughter

February 1942: Twenty-three-year-old Francesca Fabrino, like thousands
of other women, is doing her bit for the war effort in a factory in East
London. But her thoughts are constantly occupied by her unrequited love
for Charlie Brogan, who has recently married a woman of questionable
reputation, before being shipped out to North Africa.

Agnes Berry-Clay might have been born into rags but she is growing up
with riches. Given away as a baby by her real mother, she was rescued and
raised by her darling Papa and distant Mama. Agnes wants for nothing,
except perhaps a little freedom.

When Francesca starts a new job as an Italian translator, she meets
handsome Count Leonardo D'Angelo. Just as she has begun to put
her hopeless love for Charlie to one side, he returns from the front, his
marriage in ruins and his heart burning for Francesca at last. Could she,
a good Catholic girl, countenance an illicit affair with the man she has
always longed for? Or should she choose a different, less dangerous path?
Ration Book Series
Readers' Reviews
“Family saga that grabs you.”
“A super five star read.”

Magna
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But as times goes on, her life at Windmarsh Court changes. New arrivals
and old resentments push Agnes to the peripheries, and finally the
consequences of one fateful day shatter her dreams for the future.
Heartbroken and surrounded by the threat of scandal, Agnes is faced with
a terrible choice: stay and surrender, or flee and fight to keep her freedom.

The Maids Of Kent Series

Readers' Reviews
“An enthralling and emotional
tale that I simply couldn’t bear
to put down...”
“Five stars.”

528pp

486pp
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November

Gracie Hart
A Mother's Ruin

Lynette Rees
The Cobbler's Wife

When 18-year-old Eve runs away to start a new life in the city, she quickly
discovers that Leeds is not everything she expected it to be.

Seren James yearns for a child of her own. Married to a man who has little
care for her, she longs for something to fill the emptiness within – and
fears that she is almost out of time.

Wandering the cold streets, timid Eve can only find work as a barmaid
at the Bluebell Inn. Serving ale and cheap gin to the rowdy crowd, Eve
eventually catches the eye of dashing Sergeant Joseph Oates – but his
intentions are not honourable, and he will leave her with more than just
a broken heart...

When Seren meets a woman who says she can help, she thinks her
dreams have come true. But the locals suspect Anwen of witchcraft, and
any association with her may taint Seren too. And as Seren finds herself
growing closer to Elwyn Evans, the local minister, who has made no secret
of his attraction to her, she must ask herself what it will take to find
happiness – and whether she is willing to pay the price...

Readers' Reviews
The Gin Palace Girls Series
A gritty and heart-breaking
saga from the author of The
Girl From Pit Lane

“Another brilliant read from this
amazing author.”

“A beautiful story that I couldn't
put down.”

336pp

348pp

Joanna Toye
Heartache For The Shop Girls

Glenda Young
Pearl Of Pit Lane

Summer 1942. Despite grim reports on the wireless and rationing hitting
hard, Lily Collins and her fellow shop girls from Marlow's department
store are determined to put out the bunting for a family party. But Beryl's
husband Les returns from North Africa a changed man, and Gladys worries
for her own fiancé's safety.

When her mother dies in childbirth, Pearl Edwards is left in the care of
her aunt, Annie Grafton. Annie loves Pearl like her own daughter but it
isn't easy to keep a roof over their heads and food on the table, so she
supplements their meagre income by walking the pit lane, looking for men
willing to pay for her company.

The store is losing staff to the war effort and Lily's young man, Jim, is torn
over where his duty lies. Then comes the knock on the door that everyone
dreads. Lily's family, always the heart of her world, is rocked to the core.
The small Midlands town – and Lily's beloved Marlow's – must face their
greatest challenge yet.

As Pearl grows older she is unable to remain ignorant of Annie's
profession. And when Pearl finds herself unexpectedly without work and
their landlord raises the rent, it becomes clear they have few choices left
and Annie is forced to ask Pearl the unthinkable. Rather than submit to
life on the pit lane, Pearl runs away. She has nothing and nowhere to go,
but Pearl is determined to survive on her own terms...
Readers' Reviews

The Shop Girls Series
“The sense of wartime
community is strong...this
evocative novel may be just
the balm our souls need.”
WOMEN'S WEEKLY

“Just wanted it to go on
forever...”
“Wonderful read, full of rich
characters, evocative description
and a touch of romance.”

“Cheerful and uplifting... I
thoroughly enjoyed it.”
KATIE FFORDE

336pp
11

366pp

December

Evie Grace		
A Place To Call Home

Annie Groves		
Christmas For The District Nurses

East Kent, 1876: With doting parents and siblings she adores, sixteen-yearold Rose Cheevers leads a contented life at Willow Place in Canterbury.
A bright future ahead of her, she dreams of following in her mother's
footsteps and becoming a teacher. Then one traumatic day turns the
Cheevers' household upside-down. What was once a safe haven has
become a place of peril, and Rose is forced to flee with the younger
children. Desperate, she seeks refuge in a remote village with a long lost
grandmother who did not know she existed. But safety comes at a price,
and the arrival of a young stranger with connections to her past raises
uncomfortable questions about what the future holds. Somehow, Rose
must find the strength to keep her family together. Above all else, though,
she needs a place to call home.

The East End of London has been devastated by the Blitz and the people
are struggling to come to terms with their ravaged city. Rationing bites
ever deeper and everything that makes life better is in short supply.

The Maids Of Kent Series
“A perfect conclusion to this
riveting saga. Get a cup of tea
and dig in...”
FROST MAGAZINE

For the district nurses, the challenges are tougher than ever. Gladys loves
her work in the Civil Nursing Reserve, but just when she needs to rely on
her sister to help out at home, she turns into a handful of trouble. Edith
is learning to cope with her boyfriend's injuries after Dunkirk but will she
have to choose between her love for him and her career?

Magna

Magna Family Saga Hardcover 		

With no end in sight, the war reaches its darkest moment... Can the nurses
– and the families and patients that rely on them – find the strength to
carry on?

District Nurses Series
“An evocative tale.”
WOMAN MAGAZINE
Readers' Reviews

“An enthralling plotline with
unexpected twists that will
intrigue the reader until the last
page.” MARGARET DICKINSON

“Can't wait for the next book in
the series.”

486pp

408pp

Cathy Mansell
The Dublin Girls

Kitty Neale
A Daughter's Ruin

Dublin, 1950s: Nineteen-year-old Nell Flynn is training to be a nurse and
planning to marry her boyfriend, Liam Connor, when her mother dies,
leaving her younger sisters destitute. To save them from the workhouse,
Nell returns to the family home – a mere two rooms at the top of a
condemned tenement.

Seventeen-year-old Constance has had a privileged upbringing in Clapham,
with staff to attend to her every need. But her parents have always been
cold and distant, never showing her love.

She finds work at a biscuit factory, and at first they scrape through each
week. But then eight-year-old Róisín, delicate from birth, is admitted
to hospital with rheumatic fever, and fifteen-year-old Kate, rebellious,
headstrong and resentful of Nell taking her mother's place, runs away.

“Highly recommended.”

Craving affection, Constance falls into the arms of Albie Jones, the cook's
grandson. But one fateful encounter leaves her ashamed and pregnant,
and she is soon shunned from the family home.
Heartbroken and threatened by scandal, Constance is forced to wed Albie
and moves to Battersea, where she suffers unforgiving stares and cruel
whispers from the neighbours.

When Liam finds work in London, Nell stays to struggle on alone. She's
determined that one day the Dublin girls will be reunited – and only then
will she be free to follow her heart.

Trapped in a bitter and loveless marriage without a penny to her name,
Constance has no choice but to stay and surrender. Will she ever find
freedom – or happiness – again?

Reader's Review

Readers' Reviews

“Glorious – a cross between
Maeve Binchy and Catherine
Cookson.”

“An inspirational story.”

462pp

438pp

“Outstanding.”
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Magna
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December

Carol Rivers
Christmas Child

Joanna Toye
Christmas For The Shop Girls

London, 1880. A dying Irish girl clutching her new-born baby drags herself
to the sanctuary of an East End orphanage. The nuns raise Ettie O'Reilly
as their own and provide her with the love and education she might never
have had. But the lives of the nuns and orphans are soon crushed by
a powerful and greedy bishop. Separated from friends and family, Ettie
doesn't know who to trust. And when the boy who promised his undying
love and loyalty betrays her, Ettie's world starts to crumble. Does she have
the courage and wisdom to face the demons she long ago learned about
from the Sisters of Clemency? Will the resolution of an undiscovered and
painful secret be her making – or
breaking?

For Lily Collins and her fellow shop girls at Marlow’s Department store,
another Christmas with ration books, shortages of goods and staff – not
to mention a store coping with war damage – will be a real challenge.

Victorian Saga Romance
Series

“Jo writes with a sure hand and
a light touch...a real page-turner
with a spirited heroine who will
worm her way into readers'
hearts. A sparkling new voice in
fiction.” VERONICA HENRY

“A gripping page turner.”
LEAH FLEMING

But the girls rally round and put their worries aside to make sure that this,
the hardest wartime Christmas yet, will be one that their families, and their
town, will never forget.

The Shop Girls Series

“Brings the East End to life
– family loyalties, warring
characters and broken dreams.
Superb.” ELIZABETH GILL

402pp

366pp

Isis
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October

Isabel Hardman		
The Natural Health Service

Stephen Leather
Tall Order

What The Great Outdoors Can Do For Your Mind

He is one of the world's most ruthless terrorists, codenamed Saladin. He
plans and executes devastating attacks and then, ghost-like, he disappears.
Ten years ago he blew a plane out of the sky above New York – and now
he's struck again, killing dozens in London. But one of the latest victims
is the goddaughter of the acting head of MI5, who knows exactly who
she wants on the case: Spider Shepherd. Dean Martin, a psychologically
damaged former Navy SEAL, the only person in the world who can identify
Saladin. But Martin was killed ten years ago – wasn't he? Shepherd must
find Martin and take him back to the killing fields on the AfghanistanPakistan border. Revenge on the world's most wanted terrorist is long
overdue, and Shepherd is determined to deliver it...

In 2016, Isabel Hardman's mind "stopped working" as she fell prey to
severe depression and anxiety. She took long-term sick leave and, despite
several relapses, has returned to work with a much-improved ability to
cope, having since become one of the UK's most prominent public voices
on mental health. She credits her better health to her passion for exercise,
nature and the great outdoors – from horse-riding and botany to coldwater swimming and running. In The Natural Health Service, Hardman
draws on her own personal experience, interviews with mental illness
sufferers and psychologists, and the latest research to examine what role
wildlife and exercise can play in
helping anyone cope with mental
illness. Straight-talking, thoroughly
researched, and compassionate,
this important and often funny
book will fascinate anyone touched
by a mental health condition.

“Brilliant...” MATT HAIG

Spider Shepherd Series
“A master of the thriller genre.”
IRISH TIMES
“As tough as British thrillers
get...gripping.”
IRISH INDEPENDENT

“Absorbing and life-affirming...”
RACHEL CULLEN

N/F: General 360pp
13

Thriller 534pp

October

Debbie Macomber
Window On The Bay

Edward Marston
Fear On The Phantom Special

Jenna Boltz is at a crossroads. She's spent the last sixteen years raising two
children on her own. But now, as they start to embark on their adult lives,
Jenna can't help but wonder what her future holds. Will she find the kind
of love she's always yearned for?

Hallowe'en, 1861: A special train steams across the Lake District at night
on its way to a place notorious for its record of supernatural incidents. The
mood is boisterous on board as the passengers fortify themselves with
alcohol in preparation for the frights ahead. When the train stops suddenly
in front of a raging fire, the leader of the group heroically sprints off to
investigate. But he does not return...

Enter Dr. Rowan Lancaster, who saves the day when Jenna's elderly mother
suffers an accident. Though he keeps to himself, he is immediately smitten
with Jenna. She, on the other hand, is determined to remain friends. Until
her children approach her with shocking news that makes her question
everything.
If Jenna can learn to put herself first again, she might just discover a love
that takes her beyond her wildest dreams.

Inspector Colbeck and Sergeant Leeming are called in to investigate this
peculiar occurrence. With some believing the missing man is the victim
of a ghost said to haunt the site, and no discernible trace of the man
anywhere to be seen, this will prove to be a puzzling case indeed for the
Railway Detective.

“Warm-hearted fiction... Debbie
Macomber knows how to write
an absorbing novel.”
PEOPLE'S FRIEND

Inspector Robert Colbeck
Series

Romance 390pp

Mystery 354pp

Rebecca Tope		
Secrets In The Cotswolds

Robert Webb		
Come Again

Thea Slocombe is struggling to entertain her stepchildren through the long
summer holiday while her husband Drew works, so she keenly accepts a
new job house-sitting in Barnsley, near Bibury.

Kate's husband Luke – the man she loved from the moment she met him
twenty-eight years ago – died suddenly. Since then she has pushed away
her friends and lost her job.

However, her commission proves to be far from relaxing when she
stumbles across a woman hiding among some bushes. The woman's story
is thin and incoherent, but Thea agrees to offer her sanctuary for the night.

One day, she wakes up in the wrong room and in the wrong body. She
is eighteen again but remembers everything. This is her college room in
1992. This is the first day of Freshers' Week. And this is the day she first
meets Luke.

When her guest is found dead the next morning, Thea turns to the
police for help, but their preoccupation with a major animal trafficking
investigation means she is effectively on her own. As she digs deeper into
the deceased's background, she discovers a tangled web of lies, secrets,
and at least three very likely suspects...

The Thea Osborne Series
Readers' Reviews
“Another great read.”
“An absorbing series.”

Mystery 354pp

Isis
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“This is how history mysteries
should be: fine storytelling,
marvellous characters
reminiscent of the great authors
of the mid-Victorian period,
and a sneaky mystery, too.”
SHERLOCK MAGAZINE

But Luke is not the man she lost: he's still a boy – the annoying nineteenyear-old English student she first met. Kate knows how he died and that
he's already ill. If they can fall in love again, she might just be able to save
him. She's going to try to do everything exactly the same...

“Funny, brilliant, clever and
unpredictable; I gobbled it up.”
JENNY COLGAN
“A beautiful book. Absolutely
bonkers, absolutely brilliant.”
JAMES O'BRIEN

General Fiction 354pp
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November

Quentin Bates		
Cold Malice

Andrea Camilleri
The Safety Net

Reykjavík detective Gunnhildur Gísladóttir tries not to believe in ghosts.
But when Helgi, one of her team, is certain he's seen a man who had
been declared dead more than fifteen years ago, she reluctantly gives him
some unofficial leeway to look into it. Has the not-so-dead man returned
from the grave to settle old scores, or has he just decided to take a last
look around his old haunts? Either way, there are people who have nursed
grudges for years, hoping for a reckoning one day. Even the rumour of his
being alive and kicking is enough to spark a storm of fury and revenge,
with Gunnhildur and Helgi caught up in the middle of it.

Montalbano is grappling with a double mystery, one that emerges from the
past and another that leads him into the future. Vigàta is bustling as the
new filming location for a Swedish television series set in the 1950s, and
the director asks the locals to track down movies and vintage photos to
faithfully recreate the air of Vigàta at that time. Engineer Ernesto Sabatello,
rummaging in the attic of his house, finds some films shot by his father
between 1958 and 1963, always on the same day, 27 March, and always
the same shot: the outside wall of a country house. Montalbano hears
the story and, intrigued, begins to investigate its meaning. Meanwhile, a
middle school is threatened by a group of armed men, leading Montalbano
to delve into the world of social media.
The Inspector Montalbano Series

The Officer Gunnhildur Series

Adapted for BBC 4's Inspector
Montalbano TV Series

“Gripping and atmospheric. I had
to remind myself to breathe.”
KATERINA DIAMOND

“Among the most exquisitely
crafted pieces of crime writing
available today... Simply superb.”
SUNDAY TIMES
“Montalbano's colleagues,
chance encounters, Sicilian
mores, even the contents of his
fridge are described with the
wit and gusto that make this
narrator the best company in
crime fiction today.”
THE GUARDIAN

Mystery 354pp

Roddy Doyle
Love

SIM PUB
TITLE

J.D. Robb
Shadows In Death

One summer's evening, two men meet up in a Dublin
restaurant. Old friends, now married and with grown-up
children, their lives have taken seemingly similar paths. But Joe has a
secret he has to tell Davy, and Davy has a grief he wants to keep from
Joe. As two pints turns to three, then five, and they set out to revisit the
haunts of their youth, the ghosts of Dublin entwine around them – their
first buoyant forays into adulthood, the pubs, the parties, broken hearts
and bungled affairs, as well as the memories of what eventually drove
them apart. As the two friends try to reconcile their versions of the past
over the course of one night, a comic yet moving portrait emerges of the
many forms love can take throughout our lives.

When a night out at the theatre is interrupted by the murder of a young
woman in Washington Square Park, it seems like an ordinary case for
Detective Eve Dallas and her team. But when Roarke spots a shadow from
his past in the crowd, Eve realises that this case is far from business as
usual. Eve has two complex cases on her hands – the shocking murder of
this wealthy young mother and tracking down the shadow before he can
strike again, this time much closer to home. Eve is well used to being the
hunter, but how will she cope when the tables are turned? As Eve and the
team follow leads to Roarke's hometown in Ireland, the race is on to stop
the shadow making his next move...

“Doyle's fast-paced, dialoguedriven style is so real it feels like
you're eavesdropping on the
conversation. He captures the
heartbreak and humour of longterm friendship exceptionally and
ends the book with a tenderness
that will take your breath away.
It's wonderful.” LUXE

In Death Series

“With each new novel, Roddy
Doyle's work grows deeper
and more contemplative. Love
is a profound examination of
friendship, romantic confusion
and mortality.” JOHN BOYNE

General Fiction 372pp
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Mystery 294pp

“J.D. Robb's novels are can'tmiss pleasures.”
HARLAN COBEN
“I love J.D. Robb and Eve
Dallas!” LISA SCOTTOLINE

Crime 414pp

November - December

Nicholas Shakespeare
The Sandpit

Marcia Willett
The Garden House

Having returned to Oxford with his son Leandro, John Dyer believes his
time living on the edge as a foreign correspondent in Rio is over. But
Leandro's schoolmates are the children of influential people, among them
an international banker, a Russian oligarch, an American CIA operative and
a British spook. As they congregate round the sports field for the weekly
football matches, the network of alliances that spreads between these
power brokers soon becomes clear to Dyer. But it is a chance conversation
with an Iranian nuclear scientist, Rustum Marvar, father of a friend of
Leandro's, that sets him onto a truly precarious path. When Marvar and his
son disappear, several sinister factions seem acutely interested in Marvar's
groundbreaking research at the Clarendon Lab, and what he might have
told Dyer about it...

Fresh out of university, El moves into her father's home just outside
Tavistock in Devon after his death. Although her childhood friend, Will, is
there to help her through her grief, she soon realises there were things her
father was hiding from her...

“A remarkable contemporary
thriller...a profound and
compelling investigation of
a hugely complex human
predicament. Brilliantly observed,
captivatingly written...”
WILLIAM BOYD
“A great novelist.”
MELBOURNE AGE

Julia is mourning Martin, but they thought it best to keep their relationship
secret, and she must now grieve entirely alone. All she has left of her love
are the memories of their time spent at a beautiful community garden and
teashop nearby. The Garden House is where they met, fell in love, and
where their secret affair will inevitably be uncovered. As Will and El begin
to piece together her father's secrets, they come closer and closer to both
Julia and a truth that is difficult to face.

“A warm and engaging read.”
TRISHA ASHLEY
“Lovely... Made me long for a
long hot summer by the sea with
friends and family. I loved that
new beginnings turn up when
you least expect them.”
JO THOMAS

Thriller 426pp

Romance 282pp

Fern Britton		
Daughters Of Cornwall

Jenny Colgan		
An Island Christmas

1918: The Great War is over, and Clara Carter has boarded a train bound
for Cornwall – to meet a family that would once have been hers. But they
must never discover her secret...

It's a time for hunkering down, getting cosy in front of whisky-barrelwood fires, and enjoying a dram with the people you love – unless, of
course, you're accidentally pregnant by the man you've barely begun a
relationship with, and don't know how to tell him. In what should be the
season of peace and goodwill on earth, will Joel think Flora is a bearer
of glad tidings?

1939: Hannah has always been curious about her mother's mysterious
past, but the outbreak of the Second World War casts everything in a new
light. As the bombs begin to fall, Hannah and her brothers are determined
to do their bit for the war effort – whatever the cost.
2020: Caroline has long been the keeper of her family's secrets. But now,
with her own daughter needing her more than ever, it's time to tell the
truth – to show Natalie that she comes from a long line of women who
have weathered the storms of life, as hardy and proud as the rugged
Cornish coastline...
The No.1 Sunday Times
bestselling novel
“This is ideal holiday reading.”
WOMAN

Isis

Isis New Releases Softcover 		

Meanwhile, Saif, the doctor and refugee from war-torn Syria, is trying to
enjoy his first western Christmas with his sons – but without his missing
wife. Can this little family possibly find comfort and joy?

“Charming...total joy.”
SOPHIE KINSELLA
“As fresh and invigorating as a
breath of sea air.” S MAGAZINE

“A warm, easy read that depicts
the joys of rural Cornwall.”
DAILY MAIL

General Fiction 482pp

Romance 315pp
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December

Rebecca Giggs
Fathoms

Lisa Jewell
Invisible Girl

The World In The Whale

London: On a fine avenue of grand houses, big cars and electronic gates
lies a neglected urban wasteland. It is nearly midnight, and very cold,
yet a girl is waiting. When Saffyre Maddox was ten, something terrible
happened. The man who she thought was going to heal her didn't, and
now she hides from him, invisible in the shadows, learning his secrets;
secrets she could use to blow his safe, cosy world apart...

When writer Rebecca Giggs encountered a humpback whale stranded
on her local beachfront in Australia, she began to wonder how the
lives of whales shed light on the condition of our seas. Fathoms blends
natural history, philosophy and science to explore how whales experience
ecological change, whether our connection to these storied animals can
be transformed by technology, and what observing whales can teach
us about the complexity, splendour, and fragility of life. We learn about
whales so rare they have never been named, whale songs that sweep
across hemispheres in annual waves of popularity, and whales that have
modified the chemical composition of our planet's atmosphere.
Incisive, provocative and timely, Fathoms uses the tale of the whale to
examine our own story and that of
the health of the planet.
“...took my breath away. Every
page is suffused with magic and
meaning.” ED YONG
“...reads like a poem. Time
slows down. This book makes a
permanent dent in the reader.”
MARIA TUMARKIN

Owen Pick is invisible, too. He's thirty-three years old and he's never had
a girlfriend; he's never even had a friend. Nobody sees him. Nobody cares
about him. But when Saffyre Maddox disappears from opposite his house
on Valentine's night, suddenly the whole world is looking at him. Accusing
him. Holding him responsible. Because he's just the type...isn't he?

“An up-all-night gripping story
with characters who feel as real
as you and me. Lisa Jewell is the
kind of writer you read twice –
once as a breathless reader, to
see how the story unfolds, and
then again to try to work out
how she makes it look so easy.”
ERIN KELLY
“It is as BRILLIANT as you'd
expect. Possibly brillianter!”
LUCY MANGAN

N/F: Nature 400pp

Mystery 419pp

Doug Johnstone
The Big Chill

Stephen Leather
Short Range

Haunted by their past, the Skelf women are hoping for a quieter life. But
running both a funeral directors' and a private investigation business
means trouble is never far away, and when a car crashes into the open
grave at a funeral that matriarch Dorothy is conducting, she can't
help looking into the dead driver's shadowy life. While she uncovers a
dark truth at the heart of Edinburgh society, her daughter Jenny and
granddaughter Hannah have their own struggles. Jenny's ex-husband
Craig is making plans that could shatter the Skelf women's lives, and the
increasingly obsessive Hannah has formed a friendship with an elderly
professor that is fast turning deadly...

Dan "Spider" Shepherd's career path – soldier, cop, MI5 officer – has
always put a strain on his family. So he is far from happy to learn that MI5
is using teenagers as informants. Parents are being kept in the dark, and
Shepherd fears that the children are being exploited. As an undercover
specialist, Shepherd is tasked with protecting a fifteen-year-old schoolboy
who is being used to gather evidence against violent drug dealers and a
right-wing terrorist group. But when the boy's life is threatened, Shepherd
has no choice but to step in and take the heat. And while Shepherd's
problems mount up on the job front, he has even greater problems closer
to home. His son Liam has fallen foul of the Serbian Mafia, and if Shepherd
doesn't intervene, Liam will die...

Skelfs Series

Spider Shepherd Series

“Gripping.” THE OBSERVER

“The sheer impetus of his storytelling is damned hard to resist.”
SUNDAY EXPRESS

Reader's Review
“Shocking, chilling, raw, dark and
funny.”

Thriller 459pp
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Thriller 416pp

Aurora Softcover 		
Alison Booth		
The Philosopher’s Daughters

Noelene Jenkinson
Fossicker's Gully

London, 1891: Harriet Cameron and her beloved sister Sarah have been
brought up by their father, radical thinker James. But when adventurer
Henry Vincent arrives on the scene, the sisters' lives are changed forever.
Sarah marries Henry and embarks on a voyage to Australia. Harriet,
intensely missing Sarah, must decide whether to help her father with his
life's work or to devote herself to painting. When James dies unexpectedly,
Harriet follows Sarah to Australia, and afterwards into the outback, where
she is alienated by the casual violence and great injustices of life there.
Her rejuvenation begins with her friendship with an Aboriginal stockman
and her growing love for the landscape. But this fragile happiness is soon
threatened by murders at a nearby cattle station and a menacing station
hand who is seeking revenge.

When journalist Amy Randall is abducted at gunpoint by her sister-in-law,
Kelly, and left in an old mine tunnel to die, she is lucky to escape. Allowing
Kelly to believe her sinister plan has succeeded, Amy goes into hiding to
investigate. Local policeman Alex Hammond, her childhood crush and her
brother's lifelong friend, agrees to help, and offers Amy a place to stay
at his flat. What is Kelly hiding, and why does she seem bent on revenge
against the Randall family? It's a race to uncover the truth before Kelly
finds a new victim, and meanwhile, Amy and Alex draw closer.

“A lyrical tale of wild frontier
Australia. Evocative, insightful,
thought-provoking.”
KAREN VIGGERS

Aurora

October

Set in a small town in the central Victorian goldfields, Fossicker's Gully
throws old friends together, brings new love, and reveals a heartwarming
family secret.
Readers' Reviews
“One of her best.”
“A good read.”

"Booth is superb at the small
detail that creates a life, and the
large one that gives it meaning."
MARION HALLIGAN

Historical Romance 366pp

Romantic Suspense 228pp

Jenn J. McLeod		
House Of Wishes

Craig Sisterson
Southern Cross Crime

Dandelion House, 1974: Two teenage girls – strangers – make a pact never
to tell their secret.

Australian and New Zealand crime and thriller writing is booming globally.
Neighbours that are siblings in spirit but vastly different in landscape,
antipodean authors offer readers a blend of exotic and familiar, seasoned
by distinctive senses of place, outlook, and humour, and roots that trace to
the earliest days of our genre.

Calingarry Crossing, 2014: For forty years, Beth and her mum have been
everything to each other. But Beth is blindsided when her mother dies, and
her last wish is to have her ashes spread in a small-town cemetery. Nearby
is Dandelion House Retreat. With her stage career waning, and struggling
to see a future without her mum, her marriage and her child, Beth hopes
it's a place where she can begin to heal. It's not; but after a fateful
encounter with a local landowner, Tom, Beth is intrigued by his stories of
the cursed centuries-old house. Tom has the answers, but will the truth
help Beth? Or should Dandelion House keep its last, long-held secret?

Readers' Reviews
"A captivating and moving
story..."

Southern Cross Crime is the first comprehensive guide to modern
Australian and New Zealand crime writing. From coastal cities to the
Outback, leading critic Craig Sisterson showcases key titles from more
than 200 storytellers, plus screen dramas ranging from Mystery Road to
Top Of The Lake.
Fascinating insights are added through in-depth interviews with some of
the prime suspects who paved the way or instigated the global boom,
including Michael Robotham, Paul
Cleave, Emma Viskic, and many
more.

"A wonderful description of the
Australian countryside mixed
with some love, caring and
warmth gives us a great read."

“...informative, knowledgeable,
wide ranging. If you have any
ideas about writing a crime
novel you need to read it, if you
enjoy reading crime novels, you
need to read it, if you simply
love reading, you need to read
it.” RENÉE TAYLOR

General Fiction 498pp

N/F: General 366pp
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November

Susan Allott		
The Silence

Liam McIlvanney
All The Colours Of The Town

1997: In a basement flat in Hackney, Isla Green is awakened by her
father, Joe, phoning from Sydney. Thirty years ago, the Greens' next-door
neighbour Mandy disappeared. Joe claims he thought she had gone to
start a new life, but now Mandy's family is trying to reconnect, and there
is no trace of her. Isla's father was allegedly the last person to see her alive,
and he's under suspicion of murder. Her search for the truth takes her back
to 1967, when two couples lived side by side on a quiet street by the sea.
Could her father be capable of doing something terrible? How much does
her mother know? And is there another secret in this community – one
that goes deeper into Australia's colonial past, and has held them in a
conspiracy of silence?

When Glasgow journalist Gerry Conway receives a phone call promising
unsavoury information about Scottish Justice Minister Peter Lyons, his
instinct is that this apparent scoop won't warrant space in The Tribune.
But as Conway's curiosity grows and his leads proliferate, his investigation
takes him from Scotland to Belfast. Shocked by the sectarian violence of
the past, and by the prejudice and hatred he encounters even now, Conway
soon grows obsessed with the story of Lyons and all he represents. And
as he digs deeper, he comes to understand that there is indeed a story to
be uncovered – and that there are people who will go to great lengths to
ensure that it remains hidden.

“A suspenseful, beautifully
crafted debut for fans of
Celeste Ng and Jane Harper.”
TELEGRAPH AUSTRALIA

The first in The Conway
Trilogy
“An authentic, atmospheric and
ambitious debut.”
VAL MCDERMID

“A riveting mystery, beautifully
unwound. The Silence excavates
dark, decades-old secrets buried
in human hearts, in families
and in nations. I read it in one
weekend.” ERIN KELLY

Mystery 360pp

Mystery 372pp

Nalini Singh		
A Madness Of Sunshine

S.R. White		
Hermit

On the rugged West Coast of New Zealand, Golden Cove is more than
just a town where people live. The adults are more than neighbours; the
children, more than schoolmates. That is until one fateful summer – and
several vanished bodies – shatter the trust holding Golden Cove together.
All that's left are whispers behind closed doors, broken friendships, and a
silent agreement not to look back. But they can't run from the past forever.

After the puzzling death of a shopkeeper in rural Australia, troubled
detective Dana Russo has just twelve hours to interrogate the prime
suspect – a silent, inscrutable man found at the scene of the crime, who
simply vanished fifteen years earlier.

Eight years later, a beautiful young woman disappears without a trace, and
the residents of Golden Cove wonder if their home shelters something far
more dangerous than an unforgiving landscape. It's not long before the
dark past collides with the haunting present, and deadly secrets come to
light...
“...has more twists and turns
than the rugged New Zealand
coastline on which it's set... I
loved it!” LISA JACKSON
“Lush, atmospheric, and
addictive...seduces with its
beautiful sense of place and
layered, compelling characters...
as harsh and unforgiving as the
landscape in which Nalini Singh's
twisting tale is set.” LISA UNGER

Romantic Suspense 456pp
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Where has he been? And just how dangerous is he? Without conclusive
evidence linking him to the killing, Dana must race against time to
persuade him to speak. But over a series of increasingly intense interviews,
Dana is forced to confront her own past if she wants him to reveal the
shocking truth...

Riveting, atmospheric and
unforgettably original…
“A taut, beautifully observed
slow-burner with an explosive
finish.” PETER MAY
“Original, compelling and highly
recommended...”
CHRIS HAMMER

Mystery 480pp

Aurora Softcover 		
Helen FitzGerald
Ash Mountain

Luke Horton		
The Fogging

Fran hates Ash Mountain, and she thought she'd escaped. But her father
is ill and needs care. Her relationship is over, and she hates her dead-end
job in the city, anyway. She returns to her hometown to nurse her dying
father, her distant teenage daughter in tow for the weekends. There, in
the sleepy town of Ash Mountain, childhood memories prick at her fragile
self-esteem, she falls in love for the first time, and her demanding dad
tests her patience, all in the unbearable heat of an Australian summer.
As old friendships and rivalries are renewed, and new ones forged, Fran's
tumultuous home life is the least of her worries, when old crimes rear
their heads and a devastating bushfire ravages the town and all of its
inhabitants...

Tom and Clara are two struggling academics in their mid-thirties, who
decide to take their first holiday in ten years. On the flight over to
Indonesia, Tom experiences a debilitating panic attack, something he
hasn't had in a long time, which he keeps hidden from her.

Synchronicity Australia has
acquired screen rights to
film a TV adaptation of Ash
Mountain
“The plotting is intricate and
beautifully handled, and the
narrative pace is absolutely
breakneck...a wonderful,
energetic, hard-hitting and
deeply funny novel.”
THE BIG ISSUE

Aurora

December

At the resort, they meet Madeleine, a charismatic French woman, her
Australian partner Jeremy, and their young son Ollie. The two couples strike
up an easy friendship, and the holiday starts to look up – even to Tom, who
is struggling to get out of his own head. But when Clara and Madeleine
become trapped in the maze-like grounds of the hotel during the fogging
– a routine spraying of pesticide – the dynamics suddenly shift, and the
atmosphere of the holiday darkens...

Readers' Reviews
“A really great debut.”
“Brilliant. A new Australian
voice, telling an important story.
You've got to read this book.”

“Shocking, gripping and laughout-loud hilarious.” ERIN KELLY

Thriller 252pp

Literary 246pp

Michael Robotham
When She Was Good

Benjamin Stevenson
Either Side Of Midnight

Evie Cormac's whole life is a lie. She has spent years hiding her true
identity, making sure nobody ever discovers what happened to her and
who she really is. Because the people who find out always end up dead.

TV presenter Sam Midford delivers the monologue for his popular current
affairs show Midnight Tonight. He seems nervous, and the crew are
convinced he's about to propose to his girlfriend live on air. Instead, he
pulls out a gun and shoots himself in the head.

But Cyrus Haven, a gifted forensic psychologist and Evie's closest friend,
is determined to know the truth. When the body of a retired detective is
found in his car, it's clear that someone wanted it to look like suicide. And
as Cyrus digs deeper, he uncovers an insidious web of lies reaching further
than he could have ever imagined, with Evie is at its heart.
Powerful people have spent years hunting her, the only living witness to
their crimes. Who is Evie running from, and is Cyrus inadvertently leading
her straight to them?

Sam's grief-stricken brother Harry is convinced his brother was murdered.
But how can that be, when one million viewers witnessed Sam pull
the trigger? Only Jack Quick, a disgraced television producer in the last
days of a prison sentence, is desperate enough to take Harry's money to
investigate. But as Jack starts digging, he finds a mystery more complex
than he first assumed. And if he's not careful, he'll find out first-hand that
there's more than one way to kill someone...

Cyrus Haven Series

Readers' Reviews

“One of crime's greatest
practitioners...a ripper,
suspenseful read.”
THE AUSTRALIAN

“Kept me guessing right up to
almost the very end. Great work
Benjamin!!!”
“There are enough twists to
keep the reader guessing.”

“Michael Robotham has done it
again – another accomplished
crime novel unlike anything
he has ever written before.”
SYDNEY MORNING HERALD

Mystery 492pp

Mystery 390pp
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Publisher Selections

PETER ROBINSON

P
S

...

DCI BANKS Series
“Top notch police procedure.” JEFFERY DEAVER

“The master of the police procedural.” MAIL ON SUNDAY
“The Alan Banks mystery novels are the best series on the market. Try one and tell me I'm wrong.” STEPHEN KING

When The Music's Over
Two young girls.
Two unspeakable crimes.
Fifty years separate them – their pain connects them.
When the body of a 15-year-old is found in a remote countryside lane, beaten and broken, DI Annie Cabbot is brought
in to investigate how the child could possibly have fallen victim to such brutality.
Newly promoted Detective Superintendent Alan Banks is faced with a case that is as cold as they come. Now in her 60s,
Linda Palmer was attacked aged 14 by celebrity entertainer Danny Caxton, yet the crime has never been investigated
– until now.
As each steps closer to uncovering the truth, they'll unearth secrets much darker than they ever could have guessed...

Mystery 600pp

Sleeping In The Ground
A shocking mass murder occurs at a wedding in a small Dales church and a huge manhunt follows. Eventually, the
shooter is run to ground and things take their inevitable course.
But Banks is plagued with doubts as to exactly what happened outside the church that day, and why. Struggling with
the death of his first serious girlfriend and the return of profiler Jenny Fuller into his life, Banks feels the need to dig
deeper into the murders, and as he does so, he uncovers forensic and psychological puzzles that lead him to the past
secrets that might just provide the answers he is looking for.
When the surprising truth becomes clear, it is almost too late.

Mystery 462pp

Careless Love
The body of a young local student is found on a lonely country road. Initially the evidence points to suicide, yet she didn't
own a car and she didn't even drive. So how did she get there, where did she die and who moved her?
Meanwhile, a man in his sixties is found dead in a gully up on the nearby wild moorland. He is carrying no identification.
The post-mortem indicates that he died from injuries sustained during the fall, but what was he doing up there? And
why are there no signs of a car in the vicinity?
As the trail gets colder, Annie's father's new partner, Zelda, alerts Banks and Annie to the return of an old and
dangerous enemy in a new guise. This is someone who will stop at nothing, not even murder, to get what he wants.

Mystery 432pp

Many Rivers To Cross
A skinny young boy is found dead – his body carelessly stuffed into a wheelie bin.
Detective Superintendent Alan Banks and his team are called to investigate. Who is the boy, and where did he come
from? Was he discarded as rubbish, or left as a warning to someone? He looks Middle Eastern, but no one on the East
Side Estate has seen him before.
As the local press seize upon an illegal immigrant angle, and the national media, the story of another stabbing, the
police are called to investigate a less newsworthy death: a middle-aged heroin addict found dead of an overdose in
another estate, scheduled for redevelopment.
Banks finds the threads of each case seem to be connected to the other, and to the dark side of organised crime in
Eastvale. Does another thread link to his friend Zelda, who is facing her own dark side? The truth may be more complex
– or much simpler – than it seems...

Mystery 462pp
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October
Stephen
Leather
Black Ops

J.D. Robb
Connections In
Death

Spider Shepherd Series

In Death Series

General Fiction 426pp

Thriller 468pp

Crime 432pp

Jack Sheffield
Starting Over

Annie Spence
Dear Fahrenheit
451

Rebecca Tope
Peril In The
Cotswolds

Catherine
Isaac
You Me
Everything

Isis

Isis Softcover backlist		

Winner of the RNA
Popular Fiction Award

The Jack Sheffield
Series

The Thea Osborne
Series

General Fiction 360pp

N/F: General 276pp

Mystery 336pp

Andrea
Camilleri
The Overnight
Kidnapper

Elly
Griffiths
The Blood Card

Lisa Jewell
Watching You

November

The Inspector
Montalbano Series

LibraryReads Top Ten

The Stephens And
Mephisto Series

Mystery 272pp

Mystery 347pp

Suspense 416pp

Beth O'Leary
The Flatshare

Francesca
Segal
Mother Ship

Colson
Whitehead
The Nickel Boys

LibraryReads Top Ten

LibraryReads Top Ten

Winner of the WHSmith
Fiction Book of the Year

General Fiction 496pp

N/F: Memoir 240pp

Historical Fiction 240pp

Mick Herron
This Is What
Happened

Edward Marston
A Christmas
Railway Mystery

Alexander
McCall Smith
To The Land Of
Long Lost Friends

December

The Railway Detective
Series

The No.1 Ladies'
Detective Agency Series

Thriller 272pp

Mystery 384pp

Mystery 272pp

J.D. Robb
Vendetta In
Death

Marcia Willett
Reflections

Raynor Winn
The Salt Path
Shortlisted for a Costa
Award

In Death Series

Winner RSL Christopher
Bland Prize

Crime 448pp

General Fiction 320pp

N/F: Biography 336pp
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Sagebrush Western

Sagebrush Western Softcover 		
October
Allan Vaughan Elston
Stage Road To Denver

T.T. Flynn
Riding High

When Terry Woodford rides in with his
partner Slim, he dreams of showing
Colorado how to save starving cattle.
What he doesn't expect is trouble with
Milo Patterson, kingpin of the city. Terry
learns how Patterson cheated a dying
miner, Frank Barber, and his family out of
seven quarts of gold. And now Patterson
is wooing Frank's niece, Faith, while
running a crooked gambling joint. Terry
vows to find the gold and get it back to
its rightful owners – and to put a stop
to Patterson's shady dealings once and
for all.

When the stranger rides into town,
nobody pays him much mind. Another
drifter, they think. But Mike Shafter is
anything but a drifter – and before the
night ends, he will challenge the power
of the Wolcotts. He will defy their order
to leave town, and he will slap down the
vicious Wolcott nephew. He will take on
Con McCloud, who has beaten and killed
on Wolcott orders. Mike Shafter will take
on the whole town, because he knows
that somewhere nearby lies the answer
to his father's death and the murder of
his best friend.

282pp

252pp

November
Bennett Foster
Blackleg Range

Jackson Gregory
The Splendid Outlaw

Drying skeletons, where once the herds
prospered; Texas killers where once the
range knew peace... This is Price Thorn's
homecoming. Men fight over water
rights. Cowmen battle sheepmen. A kid is
shot because he's seen too much. Rana
County had been torn apart before Price
came home. But never, till now, has any
range seen such war as Price unleashes
on his land-greedy, cattle-grabbing,
lead-throwing "neighbours." One man,
though, can make a stand against a
county full of trouble...

Hal, a Bear Track Ranch top hand, is
a decent fellow when sober, but hell
when drunk. He arrives to escort a party
of boss Oscar Estabrook's relatives and
friends to the ranch, where Old Pompey
Estabrook has put Oscar in charge,
hoping the challenge will cure his son's
gambling habit. In another drunken rage
Hal tangles with Big John Brent, who
takes a liking to him – and when they
learn that Oscar is deep in debt to Victor
Dufresne, a clever gambler and murderer,
they try to save Oscar and the Bear Track
from sure ruin.

264pp

336pp

December

23

William Colt MacDonald
Six-Gun Melody

Robert J. Steelman
The Holdout

Melody Madigan is a cowpuncher who
ordinarily leaves trouble alone. But when
it comes in the form of a man with a gun
in his hand, looking for him, he's the last
man to back away from it. There's Bull
Badgely, one of the surliest gunmen who
ever shot an unarmed man. And there's
the gang led by the Du Sang brothers –
who are trying to starve out the Norrises,
and run off their cattle. So when Melody
meets the lovely Jerry Norris and learns of
her family's plight, he reckons he's found
a cause to get behind.

The Civil War is almost over, and up
to now, Charlie Calloway has been a
deserter, a compulsive gambler, and
an irrepressible con man. But he is
determined to reform for the love of
Lorna, his erstwhile sweetheart. When the
Union Army dubs him a spy, he hides in
their midst and even manages to deal the
Confederates a major blow. Later, Charlie
toils with the Amish in Pennsylvania,
rallies with suffragists in Kansas, and is
abducted by Sioux. In San Francisco, he
faces the toughest challenge of all with
Little Pete, the Chinese warlord...

240pp

252pp

October
Rory Black
Iron Eyes The Spectre

Terry James
Legacy Of A Gunfighter

208pp

264pp

Caleb Rand
Whitewater Run

Corba Sunman
Fort Hatred

224pp

240pp

Doug Bluth
The Homesteader's War

Matt Cole
Gunpowder Empire

288pp

256pp

Alex Hawksville
The Defenders

George Snyder
The Gunman And The Angel

272pp

352pp

Sam Clancy
Even Marshals Hang

Will DuRey
Black Hills Gold

264pp

232pp

Rob Hill
Dead Man At Snake's Creek

Lee Lejeune
A Sack Full Of Dollars

232pp

280pp

Linford Western

Linford Western Softcover 		

November

December
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Linford Romance

Linford Romance Softcover 		
October
Sheila Daglish
A Gift For
Celestine

Jan Jones
A Scholarly
Application

Wendy Kremer
A Woman's
Place

The Furze House
Irregulars Series

336pp

400pp

256pp

Fenella J.
Miller
The Duke's
Ward

Evelyn Orange
Mediterranean
Mystery

Alan C.
Williams
Firestorm

360pp

328pp

328pp

Jill Barry
The Christmas
Visitor

Victoria
Garland
Finding Prince
Charming

Susan Jones
Hats Off To Love

264pp

328pp

328pp

Dawn Knox
With All My Heart

Penny Oates
Swan Princess

Sarah
Swatridge
Dead Ringer

328pp

320pp

264pp

Susan Jones
Her Own
Robinson Crusoe

Dawn Knox
Heart Of Ice

Wendy Kremer
Kiss Me, Kate

336pp

328pp

256pp

Sarah Purdue
One Good
Turn...

Zara Thorne
Christmas At
The Ginger Cat
Café

Susan Udy
Legacy Of Fear

The Reluctant Duke
Series

November

WWII Series

December

WWII Series

The Charnley Acre
Series

264pp
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200pp

376pp
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Titles Not To Be Missed
Captain Sir Tom Moore
Tomorrow Will Be A Good Day
Published in support of the creation of The Captain Tom Foundation.
Read about the long and dramatic life of the nation’s hero.
How his spirit was forged on the battlefields of Burma where victory was snatched from
the jaws of defeat.
How he fearlessly raced motorbikes competitively.
How, in his nineties, he took off for the Himalayas and Everest, simply because he'd never
been.
And, finally, how he came to do his bit for the NHS, becoming the nation's hero in our
darkest hour – raising over thirty million pounds.
Captain Sir Tom has been knighted in a socially distanced ceremony in the grounds of
Windsor Castle.
see
page

3

Chosen as New Statesman recommended books to read
Helen Macdonald Vesper Flights
Animals don’t exist to teach us things, but that is what they have always done, and most of what they teach
us is what we think we know about ourselves...
“This will inspire readers to get outside.” PUBLISHERS WEEKLY

see
page

“By one of this century's most important and insightful nature writers, Vesper Flights is a captivating and foundational
book about observation, fascination, time, memory, love and loss and how we make sense of the world around us.”
GROVE ATLANTIC

5

Isabel Hardman The Natural Health Service
The bestselling author and award-winning journalist investigates how nature and exercise can boost mental
wellbeing
“A remarkable, fact-packed, warm and important book...” INDIA KNIGHT

see
page

“A really uplifting book. Amid the vivid depictions of depression and PTSD there is a joy in these pages as Isabel
explains what the natural world has given to her, and can give to all of us. Hardman shows there is so much we can
do to help ourselves just by looking at the world around us, exploring and enjoying its beauty, variety, life-giving, lifeenhancing, mood-changing power.” ALASTAIR CAMPBELL
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