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Introducing Barbara Mutch…
Barbara was born and brought up in South Africa. She is married and has two sons. For most of
the year the family lives in Surrey but spends time whenever possible at their home in the Cape.
When not writing, Barbara is a pianist, a keen enthusiast of the Cape’s birds and landscape or fynbos.
What inspired the story behind The Fire Portrait?
I’m always intrigued by people who leave home to make fresh start abroad – particularly in times past,
when it was impossible to change your mind if you didn’t like your destination once you’d arrived!
There was no hopping on a plane and returning for my characters! I imagined a young woman set
down in an environment utterly alien to her, within a community whose language she did not speak.
She must try to make a new life there, against a backdrop of political polarisation and the march
towards world war.
Introduce us to Frances.
Frances is a talented artist who would prefer to make her own way in the world of 1920s England than settle down and marry the young
man who is keen on her. But then the Depression decimates her family’s fortune, her young man’s interest fades, and she realises her
reluctance may have cost her a settled future...but also liberated her to migrate to South Africa, to be a companion to her widowed aunt,
and seek fame, fortune – and love? – there.
What’s your favourite quality about her?
Frances is a feisty heroine! When she is knocked down, she gets up again. And it is through the trials she endures that she finds love and
lasting, unexpected recognition.
How important is the theme of art in the book?
Art runs through the book like a river – sometimes slow-flowing, sometimes in flood, reflecting the passage of Frances’s life and holding the
key to her future. And it also reveals the challenges that face her adopted country, as portrayed in a single work of art...
What makes South Africa a good setting for a historical novel?
The country’s turbulent past makes it a compelling subject for writers. It is a melting pot of indigenous peoples
with their rich heritage, and historic waves of arrivals from the United Kingdom, Europe, the Far East and
beyond. It is a place where gold and diamonds can be dug out of the ground; and a place where discrimination
based on skin colour had the potential to bring the country to its knees. A place, as well, of magnificent scenery
and unique, captivating wildlife.
How important is it that your books are available in audio as well as traditional formats?
An audiobook is a companion. There’s something warm and intimate about hearing a book read just for you!
I’m delighted The Fire Portrait will be coming out in audio.

Introducing Chris McDonald…
Chris McDonald grew up in Northern Ireland before settling in Manchester. He is the author of the DI Erika
Piper series and The Stonebridge Mysteries. Chris is also a full-time teacher, husband, father and a regular
voice on The Blood Brothers Podcast.
What is it about cosy crimes that attracts both readers and writers time and again?
Cosy crime, to me, is easy reading. You know that there isn’t going to be blood and gore, and with that
comes an element of safety. Good, in all probability, is going to triumph over evil. I also think that the
humour involved gives it a feel-good factor. After a long day at work, curling up with a book and catching
up with characters who feel like friends is like a safety blanket.
Tell us about the Stonebridge Mysteries..
Stonebridge is a small (fictional) town on the north coast of Northern Ireland. Most of its inhabitants
are friendly, happy people. Most of them...Because bad things happen even in the happiest of places. It’s a good thing, then, that
Adam Whyte and Colin McLaughlin call Stonebridge home. Armed with an encyclopaedic knowledge of detective shows, a misplaced sense
of confidence and a keen desire to see justice done, these two are the closest thing the town has to saviours. Which isn’t that reassuring...
What makes Ireland a good setting for a crime novel?
I think Northern Ireland has a lingering association with the Troubles. It was a dark time and has a reputation as a scary place. I think
that while it’s important to acknowledge that, it’s also important to me that people know how stunningly beautiful
it is. There are so many beaches, the people are super friendly, and the music scene is amazing. I loved growing up
there, and I want the world to know it’s a great place. It’s an interesting thing to play with – nice scenery mixed with
dastardly deeds.
If you had a day to show us around Stonebridge, where would you take us?
Oh man! We’d start with a sausage baguette from the local café and then I’d take you to the beach and we would build
some sandcastles. Then, we’d head to the Ramore (which is real and my favourite restaurant in the world) and have a
burger, chips and their famous honeycomb cheesecake. After that, we’d head to a bar by the seaside and enjoy some
live music. We’d also go and see Colin at work. That way, you’d get to meet Barry and the gang.
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Audio 		
Matt Baker
A Year on Our Farm

Karen Cleveland
You Can Run

How the Countryside Made Me

‘We have your son.’ CIA analyst Jill Bailey has her life turned upside down
by the voice at the end of the phone. In a split second she must decide
whether to save her child, or protect her country. Years later, Jill has a
new home, a new town, and a safe family. Until investigative journalist
Alex Charles shows up with a tip that could prove her sacrifices were
worthwhile. When confronted with the stark reality that double dealing
at the CIA is putting innocent lives at risk, Jill decides that this time she’ll
face the consequences of her actions. But she is about to find out what
she should have known all along: you can run, but you can’t hide...

The new book from Countryfile presenter Matt Baker
Matt Baker is happiest on the farm. Away from the bright lights of hosting
our favourite television programmes, he is often in the company of his
family, dogs, and a whole host of wildlife in the farm’s ancient woodland.
Now, following the ever-changing seasons, Matt takes us on a journey
with his family on the farm. We see woodland animals emerge after a
long winter of hibernation, hear the dawn chorus in the height of summer
and see the preparations unfold for the harsh and wild winter months. A
celebration of the natural year, Matt offers readers a touching insight into
how the power and beauty of the countryside can be an inspiration and
source of joy for all of us.
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Michael Connelly
The Dark Hours

Stephen Leather
Standing Alone

The latest outing for Ballard & Bosch
There’s chaos in Hollywood on New Year’s Eve. LAPD Detective Renée
Ballard seeks shelter to wait out the traditional rain of lead as hundreds
of revellers shoot their guns into the air. As reports of damage start to
roll in, Ballard is called to a scene where a hardworking shop owner has
been fatally shot in the middle of a crowded street party. It doesn’t take
long to determine that the deadly bullet could not have fallen from the
sky. Her investigation leads her to look into another unsolved murder – a
case worked by Detective Harry Bosch. Ballard and Bosch team up once
again to find out where the old and new cases intersect...

A Navy SEAL has gone rogue, selling his skills to the highest bidder as a
professional assassin. Ryan French no longer cares who he kills so long
as the price is right. His former bosses want him taken down, and SAS
trooper Matt ‘Lastman’ Standing is tasked with the job. A lethal killing
machine with experience in Afghanistan, Iraq and Syria, Standing is now
hunting French in the lawless Wild West forests of Humboldt County,
where the US produces most of its legal – and illegal – cannabis. But
French isn’t the only predator in the wilderness – there are Mexican
cartels, Russian mafia and Hungarian gangsters – and Standing has to
overcome them all to get to his target.

Read by Katherine Fenton

Read by Paul Thornley
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Beezy Marsh
Queen of Thieves
London, 1946. Alice Diamond, the Queen of the Forty Thieves, rules
over her gang of hoisters with a bejewelled fist. Nell is a slum girl from
Waterloo, hiding a secret pregnancy and facing a desperately uncertain
future. Sensing an opportunity to exploit Nell’s vulnerabilities, Alice takes
her under her wing with plans to use her as a weapon against Billy
Sullivan’s all-male Soho gang. But Nell is not to be underestimated. And
the more she is exploited by both Alice and Billy, the more her hunger
for revenge grows. As she embraces the seedy underbelly of London, will
she prevail in carving out her own path to power and riches...and crown
herself the Queen of Thieves?

Chris McDonald
The Curious Dispatch of
Daniel Costello
Wedding bells are chiming in the idyllic, coastal town of Stonebridge. For
Sam and Emily, it should be the happiest day of their lives. But, on the
morning of the ceremony, the best man is found dead. The police quickly
write his death off as a tragic accident, but something doesn’t seem
right to wedding guest and groomsman, Adam Whyte. Armed with an
encyclopaedic, but ultimately ridiculous knowledge of television detective
shows and an unwarranted confidence in his own abilities, Adam and his
best friend (and willing Watson) Colin, set out to uncover what actually
happened to Daniel Costello.
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Leonora Nattrass
Black Drop

Marina Palmer
The Russian Doll

‘A fine debut that weaves the complex politics of 18th-century
Britain into a gripping murder mystery‘ The Times

The Firm meets McMafia

July 1794, and the streets of London are filled with rumours of revolution.
Laurence Jago – clerk to the Foreign Office – is ever more reliant on the
Black Drop to ease his nightmares. A highly sensitive letter has been
leaked to the press, and Laurence is a suspect. Then, he discovers the
body of a fellow clerk, supposedly a suicide. Blame for the leak is shifted
to the dead man, but Laurence is certain both of his friend’s innocence,
and that he was murdered. But at a time when even the slightest hint of
treason can lead to the gallows, how can Laurence find the true culprit
without incriminating himself?

How much did she just say the salary was? When Ruth Miller returns a
dropped scarf to Elena Shilkov, she is whisked from a dreary shared house
to a world of unimagined luxury. The super-rich Russian wants a new
personal assistant and won’t take no for an answer. Ruth gets
accommodation, a credit card, and a complete wardrobe makeover. And
she’s good at the job; distributing gifts, attending galas, dealing with the
high-society movers and shakers fighting for Elena’s attention. Then
the sinister truth begins to reveal itself, that nothing is quite what it
seems in Elena’s dangerous, deceptive world. Ruth should get away. But
it’s already too late.

Read by David Thorpe

Read by Heather Long
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Simon Scarrow
The Honour of Rome

Nicholas Sparks
The Wish

AD59. Fifteen years after he fought Britannia’s barbarians during
the Roman invasion, Centurion Macro is back. There is restlessness
amongst the tribes that have supposedly accepted Roman rule, while
the atmosphere in Londinium is menacing. Newly discharged from the
army, Macro is missing the drama of battle. But soon he will need all
his courage and skills to survive. Gangs of thugs run the city. When
Macro resists, a brutal attack serves as punishment and warning. But the
mobsters have made a deadly error. Britannia’s veterans stand with their
own. And Macro will soon have a powerful ally: Prefect Cato. They will
fight to the death to protect the honour of Rome.

More than two decades ago, Maggie fell in love. She was 16 and far from
home, waiting to give her baby up for adoption. Bryce showed Maggie
how to take photographs, and he didn’t judge her for her situation.
They had the perfect first kiss. Now, as Maggie sits by the Christmas
tree in her gallery telling her story, surrounded by the photographs that
made her famous, her new assistant asks her a question: If she had one
wish, what would she wish for this Christmas? Maggie always thought
she knew the answer to that question. But before she can say ’I’d go
back to that winter with Bryce’, she stops herself. It is all she has ever
wanted – but suddenly, there is something else she wants. She wants to
find her baby...

Read by Jonathan Keeble
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Martin Walker
Bruno’s Challenge

Matt Wesolowski
Demon

And Other Dordogne Tales

The latest thrilling Six Stories novel

A bumper collection of delightful stories featuring Bruno, Chief of
Police and France’s favourite cop, all set in the beautiful Dordogne
valley and the ravishing Perigord region of the south west. Here is a
landscape of meandering rivers with medieval castles overlooking their
banks, of lush hillsides and spreading vineyards, of delicious local
wines and world-renowned cuisine. Bruno strides through tales of
‘The Chocolate War’; ‘The Birthday Lunch’; ‘Oystercatcher’; ‘A Market
Tale’, ‘Fifty Million Bubbles’ and ‘Dangerous Vacation’, staying calm,
settling local disputes and keeping safe his beloved town of St Denis.

In 1995, twelve-year-old Sidney Parsons was savagely murdered by two
boys his own age. No reason was ever given for this terrible crime, and
the ‘Demonic Duo’ who killed him were imprisoned until their release
in 2002, when they were given new identities and lifetime anonymity.
Online journalist Scott King investigates the lead-up and aftermath of the
killing, uncovering dark and fanciful stories of demonic possession, and
encountering a village torn apart by this unspeakable act. But soon King
himself becomes a target, with secrets from his own past dredged up
and threats escalating to a terrifying level. It becomes clear that whatever
drove those two boys to kill is still there, lurking, and the campaign of
horror has just begun...

Read by Peter Noble

Read by Richard Burnip,
Anne Dover, Kitty Kelly,
Julie Maisey, Mark Milligan,
Simon Mattacks, John Telfer &
David Thorpe
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Richard Askwith
Today We Die a Little

Kate Bendelow
Definitely Dead

Emil Zátopek won five Olympic medals, set 18 world records, and went
undefeated over 10,000 metres for six years. He redefined the boundaries
of endurance, but his toughness was matched by a spirit of friendship
and a joie de vivre that transcended the darkest days of the Cold War.
His triumphs put his country on the map, yet when Soviet tanks moved in
to crush Czechoslovakia’s new freedoms in 1968, Zátopek paid a heavy
price for his defence of ‘socialism with a human face’. Rehabilitated two
decades later, the world had all but forgotten him. Today We Die a Little
strips away the myths to tell the complex and deeply moving story of the
most inspiring Olympic hero of them all.

Maya Barton has just embarked on her dream job as a scene of crime
officer. When she attends her first death the post-mortem deems it
to be non-suspicious and the case is closed. But despite the lack of
evidence, she suspects a crime has been committed. When Maya is called
to another apparent sudden death her reservations resurface. She is
convinced a killer is on the loose; a killer who has evaded suspicion until
now, but Maya’s series of mistakes alienate those around her. Can Maya
catch a killer and escape from her troubled past, or will the skeletons from
her closet come back to haunt her? Who can Maya really trust? And who
will make it out alive...
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Theodore Brun
A Mighty Dawn

Bella Ellis
The Red Monarch

An ambitious new series in the vein of George R.R. Martin’s
A Game of Thrones

‘Evocative and utterly enchanting’ Sarah Hilary

Hakan, son of Haldan, chosen son of the Lord of the Northern Jutes,
swears loyalty to his father in fire, in iron, and in blood. But when a
terrible tragedy befalls Hakan’s household, he is forced to leave his world
behind and pledge his sword to a new king. Nameless and alone, he
embarks on a journey to fulfil his destiny as a great warrior. Whispers of
sinister forces in the north pull Hakan onwards to a kingdom plagued by
mysterious and gruesome deaths. But does he have the strength to do
battle with such dark foes? Or is death the only sane thing to seek in this
world of blood and broken oaths?

The Brontë sisters’ first poetry collection has just been published, when
Anne receives a letter from her former pupil Lydia Robinson. Lydia has
eloped with a young actor, Harry Roxby, and following her disinheritance,
the couple been living in poverty in London. But Harry has become
embroiled with a criminal gang and is in terrible danger after allegedly
losing something very valuable. Lydia knows there are few people
who she can turn to in this time of need, but the sisters agree to help,
beginning a race against time to save Harry’s life. In doing so, they come
face to face with a terrifying adversary whom even the toughest of the
slum-dwellers are afraid of...The Red Monarch.

Read by Simon Mattacks
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Philip Gray
Two Storm Wood

Keigo Higashino
Silent Parade

1919. The guns of the Great War are silent. Special battalions now face
the dangerous task of gathering up the dead for mass burial. Captain
Mackenzie must see that his fallen comrades are laid to rest, but his task
is upended when a gruesome discovery is made. Amy Vanneck cannot
accept that her fiancé’s body may never be found, so she heads to France
to discover what became of him. It soon becomes clear that Mackenzie
has uncovered a war crime of inhuman savagery. As the truth leaches out,
both he and Amy are drawn into the hunt for a psychopath, one for whom
the atrocity at Two Storm Wood is not an end, but a beginning.

A girl disappears without a trace, her skeletal remains discovered three
years later. There’s a suspect and compelling circumstantial evidence of
his guilt, but no concrete proof. Nearly 20 years ago he was tried and
released due to lack of evidence for a similar crime. Chief Inspector
Kusanagi of the Homicide Division of the Tokyo Police worked both cases.
During an annual parade held in the neighbourhood, the suspected killer
dies unexpectedly. His death is suspiciously convenient but the people
with all the best motives have rock solid alibis. Chief Inspector Kusanagi
turns once again to his college friend, Physics professor and occasional
police consultant Manabu Yukawa, known as Detective Galileo, to help
solve the string of seemingly impossible murders.

Read by Justin Avoth

Read by David Shih
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Thomas Enger & Jørn Lier Horst
Unhinged

Jane Jesmond
On the Edge

Investigator Sofia Kovic has uncovered a connection between several
deaths in Oslo over the last year and a half. She tries to call her superior,
Alexander Blix, but before Blix has time to return her call, Kovic is shot
and killed in her own home. In the apartment below, Blix’s daughter
Iselin narrowly escapes becoming the killer’s next victim. Four days
later, Blix and online crime journalist Emma Ramm are locked inside an
interrogation room, facing the National Criminal Investigation Service.
Blix has shot and killed a man, and Ramm saw it all happen. In the
hospital, Iselin’s life hangs in the balance. Blix no longer knows who he
can trust. And he’s not even certain he’s killed the right man...

Jen Shaw has climbed all her life. The riskier the ascent, the better. Until
she went too far and hurt the people she cares about. So she’s given it
all up now and checked herself into a rehab centre to prove it. Yet, when
Jen awakens drugged and dangling off the local lighthouse less than
24 hours after a ‘family emergency’ takes her home to Cornwall, she
needs all her skill to battle her way to safety. Has Jen fallen back into
her old ways, or is there a more sinister explanation? Only when she has
navigated her fragmented memories and faced her past will she be able
to piece together what happened – and trust herself to fix it.

Read by James Lailey

Read by Emma Powell
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Jill Mansell
Should I Tell You?
Amber, Lachlan and Raffaele met as teenagers in the seaside home
of kind-hearted foster parents. Now, as adults, their bond is stronger
than ever. But Amber has a secret. She’s in love with Lachlan. She can’t
confess her feelings because that would never work. Surely it’s better
to keep him as a friend than to risk losing him for good? Raffaele has
his own dilemma. He had the dream girlfriend in Vee, until it all went
horribly wrong...Now their widowed foster dad Teddy thinks he’s found
love again. Younger, charming and strikingly beautiful, is Olga as perfect
as she seems? Against a backdrop of sparkling seas and sunny skies, the
unexpected is always just around the corner.

K.J. Parker
A Practical Guide to Conquering
the World
This is the true story of Aemilius Felix Boioannes the younger, the
intended and unintended consequence of his life, the bad stuff he
did on purpose, and the good stuff that happened in spite of him.
It is, in other words, the tale of a war to end all wars and the
man responsible.
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Eve Smith
Off-Target

Heather Young
The Lost Girls

In an all-too-possible near future, when genetic engineering has become
the norm for humans, parents are prepared to take incalculable risks to
ensure that their babies are perfect, altering genes that may cause illness,
and more...Susan has been trying for a baby for years, and when a onenight stand makes her dream come true, she’ll do anything to ensure her
husband doesn’t find out – including the unthinkable. Her secret is safe.
For now. But as governments embark on a genetic arms race and children
around the globe start experiencing a host of distressing symptoms,
something truly horrendous is unleashed. Because those children have
only one thing in common, and people are starting to ask questions...

In 1935, six-year-old Emily Evans vanishes from her family’s summer
house on a remote Minnesota lake. Her mother and two sisters spend the
rest of their lives at the lake house, keeping a decades-long vigil for the
lost child. Sixty years later, Lucy, the middle sister, lives in the lake house
alone. Before her death, she leaves the house to her grandniece, Justine.
For Justine, the lake house offers freedom and stability – a way to give
her daughters the home she never had. But the long Minnesota winter
is just beginning...In a house haunted by the sorrows of the women who
came before her, Justine must overcome their tragic legacy if she hopes
to save herself and her children.

Read by Julia Barrie &
Candida Gubbins

Read by Laurel Lefkow &
Liza Ross
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Simone Buchholz
River Clyde

Roddy Doyle
Life Without Children

State prosecutor Chastity Riley runs off to Glasgow. For one, there is
that letter, written by a lawyer, that lures her to the birthplace of her
great-great-grandfather. And secondly, her life in Hamburg has arrived
at a sad impasse. In the rough, Scottish city she meets Tom, who knows
the key that unlocks the Rileys’ family secret. She never dared confront
the painful truths about herself, but some whisky and a few ghosts help
her to do just that. As an entire street burns in Hamburg, a few estate
agents shoot off each other’s faces and Inspector Stepanovic refuses to
work, Riley battles the ghosts of her past in Glasgow...and the lost souls
that could be her future.

Love and marriage. Children and family. Death and grief. Life touches
everyone the same. But living under lockdown, it changes us alone. In
these ten, beautifully moving short stories mostly written over the last
year, Booker Prize winner Roddy Doyle paints a collective portrait of our
strange times. A man abroad wanders the streets of Newcastle, as news
of the virus at home asks him to question his next move. An exhausted
nurse struggles to let go, having lost a much-loved patient. A middle-aged
son, barred from his mother’s funeral, wakes to an oncoming hangover
of regret. Life Without Children cuts to the heart of how we are all
navigating loss, loneliness, and the shifting of history underneath our feet.

Read by Imogen Church
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Katie Fforde
A Wedding in Provence

Janice Hallett
The Twyford Code

1963. Alexandra arrives at a chateau in Provence: old, substantial,
its four large towers seeming to grow out of the soil. It is, she thinks,
reassuring in its permanence and solidity. Less reassuring are the three
silent children waiting for her inside, her charges for a month: a boy and
two girls badly in need of some love, attention, and an English education.
Fresh from London and a recent cookery course, Alexandra has always
loved a challenge and feels equipped to deal with most things life throws
at her. What she is less sure about is whether she’ll be able to deal with
the children’s father – an impossibly good-looking French count with
whom she is trying very hard not to fall in love...

Forty years ago, Steven Smith found a copy of a famous children’s
book, its margins full of strange markings and annotations. He took
it to his English teacher, Miss Isles, who became convinced it was the
key to solving a secret code that ran through all Edith Twyford’s novels.
Then Miss Isles disappeared on a class field trip, and Steven’s memory
won’t allow him to remember what happened. Desperate to recover his
memories and find out what really happened, Steven revisits the people
and places of his childhood. But it soon becomes clear that Edith Twyford
wasn’t just a writer of forgotten children’s stories. The Twyford Code has
great power, and he isn’t the only one trying to solve it...

Read by Joanna Bending

Reader to be confirmed
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Sophie Hannah
The Couple at the Table

Julie Houston
A Family Affair

You’re on your honeymoon at an exclusive couples-only resort. You
receive a note warning you to ‘Beware of the couple at the table nearest
to yours’. At dinner, five other couples are present, and none of their
tables is any nearer than any of the others. It’s as if someone has set the
scene in order to make the warning note meaningless – but why would
anyone do that? You have no idea. You also don’t know that you’re about
to be murdered, or that once you’re dead, all the evidence will suggest
that no one there that night could possibly have committed the crime.
So who might be trying to warn you? And who might be about to commit
the perfect impossible murder?

Frankie Piccione is done running away from her responsibilities – for
now, anyway. Two years after fleeing Westenbury with a shattered heart,
it’s time to return and take up her place on the board of the family
business. Piccione’s Pickles and Preserves is floundering, and Frankie
knows she can turn it around. But with her brother Luca and the new,
rather attractive, Cameron Mancini watching her every move, she’s going
to have to come up with something special to persuade them that she
belongs on the board just as much as they do. Frankie begins to thrive
with her new sense of purpose, until someone from her past walks right
back into her life and threatens to ruin everything...

Read by Julie Maisey

Read by Kitty Kelly &
Julia Franklin
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Jo Jakeman
What His Wife Knew

Jonathan Kellerman
City of the Dead

Sorry. Beth Lomas thought she knew her late husband. But this one
small word, written on the back of a discarded envelope and left on their
kitchen table convinces the police that Oscar took his own life. As the
police announce they are not seeking anyone else in connection with
Oscar’s death, Beth is convinced that there is more to the story. As she
sets out to discover what really happened, Beth uncovers shocking truths
about the man she thought she knew better than anyone. In their small
town it seems like every stone she turns hides an ugly secret and it’s not
long before her own dark past begins to rise to the surface.

At 5a.m. in the upscale neighbourhood of Westwood Village, two
removal men are making a routine pick-up when they make a fatal hit.
It’s a man – who appeared from nowhere – naked and with no means of
identification. Not long after, a woman is found dead in a house nearby,
which neighbours suspect to be a brothel. Could the man have come
from there? When LAPD homicide lieutenant Milo Sturgis calls brilliant
psychologist Alex Delaware to the scene, the case gets even more
complicated. Delaware has met the woman before. She’s a psychologist
too. Are the two deaths linked? Or is there a darker force at work?

Read by Colleen Prendergast

Read by Jeff Harding
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Stephen Leather
Witch Hunt/ The Whisper Man

Anna Mazzola
The Clockwork Girl

Witch Hunt: When a serial killer starts killing victims using Witchfinder
methods of execution, Nightingale is asked to help. As the body count
mounts, Nightingale realises that the killer is on a mission of revenge
for acts committed four hundred years ago. And he and his assistant
Jenny McLean are both on the killer’s hit list. The Whisper Man: When
Nightingale hears about a rash of suicides across London, he realises that
it’s more than a coincidence. Something has come from the bowels of Hell
to wreak havoc in the world, and only he can stop it. But to do that he’ll
have to put his own soul on the line.

Paris, 1750. A new maid arrives at the home of a celebrated clockmaker
and his clever, unworldly daughter. But rumours are stirring that
Reinhart’s uncanny mechanical creations – bejewelled birds, silver
spiders – are more than mere automata. That they might defy the laws
of nature, perhaps even at the expense of the living...But Madeleine is
hiding a dark past, and a dangerous purpose – to discover the truth of
the clockmaker’s experiments and record his every move, in exchange for
her own chance of freedom. Meanwhile, in the streets, children are quietly
disappearing – and Madeleine comes to fear that she has stumbled upon
a greater conspiracy. One which might reach to the heart of Versailles...

Read by Paul Thornley

Read by Penelope Rawlins
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C.S. Robertson
The Undiscovered Deaths of
Grace McGill
‘A dark, disturbing and highly original thriller’ Mark Billingham
Death is not the end. For Grace McGill, it’s only the beginning. When
people die alone and undiscovered, it’s her job to clean up what’s left
behind – whether it’s clutter, bodily remains or dark secrets. When an old
man lies undetected in his flat for months, it seems an unremarkable life
and an unnoticed death. But Grace knows that everyone has a story and
that all deaths mean something more.
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T.A. Willberg
Marion Lane and the Deadly Rose
It’s 1959 and a new killer haunts the streets of London, branding roses on
his victims. The police have turned to the Inquirers at Miss Brickett’s for
assistance, and second year Marion Lane is assigned the case. But she’s
already dealing with her own mystery, having received an unsigned letter
warning her that one of the three new recruits should not be trusted. She
dismisses it at first, but her informer always seems to be one step ahead
of her, predicting events before they happen. When a fellow second-year
Inquirer is murdered, Marion must come face-to-face with her informer
to find out everything they know. Until then, no one at Miss Brickett’s is
safe and everyone is a suspect.

Read by Lauren Lyle

Read by Colleen Prendergast
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Ellie Curzon
The Codebreaker Girls

Iris Gower
Emerald

1944. Rosie Sinclair is proud to be doing her bit for the war effort as a
driver at Cottisbourne Park – the secret heart of Britain’s fight against
Germany, where a team of codebreakers is battling to save the country.
But when she’s given a mission to drive Major-General ‘Bluff’ KingsleyFlynn down to Cottisbourne, Rosie finds herself on the frontline of a new
battle – to uncover a possible spy at the Park who is jeopardising their
work, and to resist her own attraction to the dashing Bluff himself...
As the threat to her fellow codebreaker girls grows ever stronger, Rosie
realises her country needs her more than ever. Can she save the day
without losing her heart?

Charlotte knew nothing of her parents except that they’d died when
she was a child. And when her aunt’s will leaves no provision for her,
Charlotte must leave the only home she’s known for the uncertain
protection of an uncle she’s never met at his manor house, Plas Melyn.
Plas Melyn seems cold and unwelcoming, but when acts of violence that
can only be directed at her occur, Charlotte has to wonder why anyone
would want to kill a poor orphan?

Read by Polly Edsell

Read by Claire Morgan
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Gracie Hart
The Baker’s Girl

Rosie Hendry
Secrets and Promises

Meg just wants to keep her family together. Her mother is desperately ill
and her sister is still in school, so it is up to her to support them. All Meg
knows to do is bake and desperation leads her to Ted Lund, the miserly
owner of a local bakery. In a moment of uncharacteristic kindness, he
takes pity on Meg and offers her a job. But Ted’s charity ends there. He’ll
save money at any costs, cutting corners by using sawdust in his bread,
ignoring vermin in his flour, and paying Meg a pittance. But despite
her mistreatment, Meg can see what the bakery might yet be. Using her
baking skills, can she turn the shop around?

1944. With deadly doodlebugs terrorising London, Bessie Rushbrook
agrees to give shelter to eight-year-old evacuee, Marigold, in her Norfolk
home. However, the little girl is no stranger, and Bessie must honour
the promise she gave to Marigold’s mother, Grace, and not reveal her
connection to the child. Marigold’s arrival stirs up Bessie’s memories
from the past when the world was at war the first time. She is forced to
face her actions from those days and question the haunting secret that
she’s long kept hidden. When Grace is injured in London, Bessie makes
the heart-wrenching decision to confess her secret, knowing that it could
destroy everything she holds dear. Will those who love her understand,
and can they forgive her?

Read by Colleen Prendergast

Read by Patience Tomlinson
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Eimear Lawlor
Dublin’s Girl

Chrissie Walsh
The Orphan Girl

1917. A farm girl from Cavan, Veronica McDermott is desperate to find
more to life than peeling potatoes. Persuading her family to let her
attend secretarial college in Dublin, she has no idea what she is getting
into. Recruited to type for Eámon De Valera, Veronica is soon caught up
in the danger of those fighting for Ireland’s independence from Britain.
The attentions of a handsome British soldier, Major Harry Fairfax, do not
go unnoticed by Veronica’s superiors. But when Veronica is tasked with
earning his affections to gather intelligence for Sinn Féin, it isn’t long
before her loyalty to her countrymen and her feelings for Harry are in
conflict. To choose one is to betray the other...

West Yorkshire, 1901. When Eli Simmonite takes in a heavily pregnant
woman fleeing from peril, he feels sure no good will come of it. After all,
settled folk don’t need much reason to take against the travellers, so
having one seek safety amongst his people is unheard of. When danger
comes knocking, they leave devastation in their wake. Eli is left with the
baby girl and his orphaned grandson; a reminder of the offer of aid that
cost him his family. With no kin but the adopted family who hold her
responsible for their demise, Rosie is filled with questions of her past. But
with war looming in all of their futures, questions must be put aside:
survival is the key.

Read by Deirdre O’Connell

Read by Penelope Freeman
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Libby Ashworth
The Convict’s Wife

Rachel Brimble
A Very Modern Marriage

When Molly Holden’s husband, Thomas, is convicted of being a Luddite
on the word of a secret informer, he is sentenced to be transported to
Australia. Left with their baby daughter, Molly must find work to survive.
But the man who informed on Thomas is a former suitor of Molly’s, and
Isaac believes that with Thomas out of the way she will return to him...
Yet Molly is determined to join her husband and decides to raise the sum
to pay for passage, first turning to the coal pits and then teaching herself
how to weave quilts, all the while trying to stay one step ahead of Isaac’s
nefarious interferences.

Manchester industrialist William Rose was a poor lad who pulled himself
up by his bootstraps, but in order to achieve his greatest ambitions he
must become the epitome of Victorian respectability: a family man. But
the only woman who’s caught his eye is Octavia Marshall, one of the
notorious ladies of Carson Street. Though once born to great wealth and
privilege, she’s hardly respectable, but she’s determined to forge a new
life as an entirely proper businesswoman. They strike a deal that promises
them both what they want most, but William’s a fool if he thinks Octavia
will be a conventional married woman, and she’s very much mistaken if
she thinks the lives they once led won’t follow them forever.

Read by Katy Sobey

Read by Penelope Freeman
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Lynne Francis
The Lost Sister

Iris Gower
Proud Mary

Kent, 1816. Now Molly Dawson’s family have grown up and left home,
she has every reason to expect that life with her husband, Charlie, will
settle into happy contentment. It seems, though, that her estranged
half-sister, Harriet, has other ideas. When the secret Molly has kept for
over 25 years is revealed in front of her whole family, Molly’s relationship
with her son and her husband begins to crumble. And when she takes
a trip away from home to allow things to settle, Harriet steps in – with
devastating consequences. Will Harriet prevail, or can Molly win back
Charlie’s heart, and heal the rift with the son she had been parted from
for so many years?

Mary Jenkins has every reason to be proud; from humble beginnings, she
has risen to become the overseer in the Canal Street Laundry. But then
Billy Gray, her sweetheart, is arrested for manslaughter, and suddenly
Mary’s world becomes a frightening and complicated place, torn by
feuding and violence. When Billy is imprisoned she finds herself trapped
between the rich Sutton brothers. Dean and Brandon hate one another,
but each is determined to win Mary for himself. Once again, she must rely
on her courage to find her way, and avoid total despair...

Read by Annie Aldington

Read by Claire Morgan
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Fenella J. Miller
The Officer Girl in Blue

Lynette Rees
Ada the Coster Girl

London, 1942. Charlotte Fenimore is back home on a week’s leave from
the Women’s Auxiliary Airforce. She had planned for a week of rest and
recuperation. She hadn’t planned to fall deeply in love with an irascible
detective called Dan Chalmers, a wounded hero of Dunkirk who believed
no woman would ever look at him again. DI Chalmers is in London to
arrest a gang of dangerous East End criminals and root out corrupt police
detectives at the Met – and his involvement with Charlotte brings her
into serious danger. And then the plane flying Charlotte to the wilds of
Scotland comes down in a storm...In a time of war, with danger around
every corner, how can their relationship survive?

When twelve-year-old Ada Cooper’s elder sister, Connie, goes mysteriously
missing, Ada and her younger brother, Sam, are forced to fend for
themselves. Connie’s job at the match factory was the only thing keeping
the family together and when the rent man, Mr Winterbourne, threatens
them with internment at the workhouse for non-payment, Ada and Sam
must flee. A coster mongering family come to their aid by providing Ada
with a barrow of her own to sell fruit and veg by day and flowers outside
the theatres by night. Will Ada and Sam ever reunite with their sister? And
will they both be able to survive the savage streets?

Read by Annie Aldington

Read by Annie Aldington
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AnneMarie Brear
Prue

Daisy Styles
Keep Smiling Through

When her feisty grandmama takes her travelling, Prue is excited to
explore outside of England. Determined to make the most of her holiday
and have some fun, she wasn’t prepared to meet a man who would
make her question herself. In need of distraction, Brandon spends his time
climbing mountains in Europe. The last thing he expected was to meet an
attractive English rose with the same edgy spirit as himself. When Prue
reveals past mistakes to Brandon, he must decide if she is the woman
for him, but a tragic accident makes them both confront deeper feelings.
Can they find in each other the missing element they need to make them
whole, or will previous anguish taint their future?

Lake District, 1942. The women at Mary Vale Mother and Baby Home
must pull together during their darkest hour...But Sybil would rather
be anywhere else. She hoped to spend the season in London when an
unexpected pregnancy soon put an end to those plans. Rosie arrives
with her two children in tow – their lives torn apart after their house
was bombed. And when new midwife Edith joins it’s clear she has
her own secrets to hide. Then one day Mary Vale faces the ultimate
threat – requisition by the army – and the mothers and midwives must
find comfort and friendship in one another. But can they also find the
strength to fight for their Home?

Read by Charlotte Strevens

Read by Helen Lloyd
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Iris Gower
Spinner’s Wharf

Rosie Hendry
The Mother’s Day Victory

From the ashes of the war, can love blossom? Rhian Gray left her home
in Sweyn’s Eye to make a life for herself in Yorkshire, where she learnt
the skills of spinning and weaving. She also learnt to love Mansel
Jack, a charismatic and ambitious mill-owner. When Rhian returns to
Sweyn’s Eye, it is to a town torn apart by anxiety and uncertainty, by the
devastation of the Great War, a town whose worker’s lives are governed
by fear. Amidst the anguish and dedication of the women who were left
behind, Rhian must decide where her own future lies – in respectable
marriage to Heath Jenkins, her former sweetheart – or in the arms of
Mansel Jack.

Norfolk, 1940. As war rages on, the residents of Great Plumstead are
doing all they can to help the war effort, from running the mobile
canteen for the Women’s Voluntary Service to organising clothing drives
and collecting salvage. When a young German girl seeks refuge at the
local hall, many welcome her with open arms, while others treat her with
suspicion. But when the government tries to send her back, it’ll take the
whole community to keep her safe from war.

Read by Claire Morgan

Read by Patience Tomlinson
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Emma Hornby
A Mother’s Betrayal

Kay Seeley
A Girl Called Violet

Manchester, 1867. Mara longs for a peaceful life free of violence
and poverty. But she has married into the O’Hara family, who have a
reputation for their drunkenness and quick tempers. Her eldest stepson
Conrad is the worst of them all – a brute and a criminal who makes
Mara’s life a misery. But then Conrad is accused of a crime he didn’t
commit, and Mara is the only one who can prove his innocence. Perhaps
this is her chance to finally free her family from his toxic influence...Will
Mara clear Conrad’s name, or will she have the courage to break free
from her stepson’s villainy?

Violet Daniels isn’t perfect. She’s made mistakes in her life, but the deep
love she has for her five-year-old twins is beyond dispute. When their
feckless and often violent father turns up out of the blue, demanding to
see them, she’s terrified he might snatch them from her. She flees with
them to a place of safety where she meets the handsome and charming
Gabriel Stone. He shows her a better way of life, but is he everything he
appears to be? Violet decides to stop running and finds the courage to
return to London to confront the children’s father. There she finds a far
greater evil than she ever thought possible. How far will Violet go to
protect her children?

Read by Julia Franklin

Read by Annie Aldington
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Studio News...

Congratulations to Annie Aldington who won the RNA narrator
of the year. She attended the Romantic Novelist Industry Awards
event where she was shortlisted alongside two of our other muchloved narrators, Anne Dover and Eilidh Beaton.

It was great to have Stephen Armstrong back in the studio
for a new series. He is the voice behind Chris McDonald’s
Stonebridge Mysteries, the first of which is out in January.
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Suzanne Frankham
Shadow Over Edmund Street

J.P. Pomare
The Last Guests

Edwina is an old-school battler. Her life revolves around the church and
her job unpacking vegetables early in the morning, while around her a
new generation turns Ponsonby into a trendy, uber-chic suburb. It is
a chance win in a church raffle – a gym membership – that changes her
life. She meets different people; makes a new young friend named Rose,
and transforms herself: a metamorphosis, Rose calls it.

Newlyweds Lina and Cain don’t make it out to their vacation home on
gorgeous Lake Tarawera as often as they’d like, so when Cain suggests
they rent the property out to holidaymakers, Lina reluctantly agrees. While
the home has been special to her family for generations, their neighbours
are all signing up to host renters – and to be honest, she and Cain could
use the extra money. What could go wrong?

And then Edwina is murdered.

At first, Lina is amazed at how quickly guests line up to book – and
at how much they’re willing to pay. But both Lina and Cain have been
keeping secrets. Secrets that won’t be kept out by a new alarm system or
a locked cupboard. Secrets it seems someone else knows...

Detective Alex Cameron and his team, Jerry and Marion, investigate.
It’s a casual comment from Rose which sends them trawling through
Edwina’s childhood – a time when Ponsonby was tougher, poverty
carved a deep scar, and some people would do anything to escape...

Read by Toby Webster

Read by Anne McCaffery
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Paige Toon
Someone I Used to Know

Emma Young
The Last Bookshop

Leah loves her parents – but sometimes feels she disappears into the
crowd of children they foster. Yet after George arrives, as the angry,
troubled boy struggles to come to terms with his circumstances, Leah
finds herself drawn closer to him. And when posh Theo is unexpectedly
pulled out of boarding school and sent to the local state school alongside
them, their three lives collide. That summer, the trio form a bond they
believe to be unbreakable.

Cait is a bookshop owner and book nerd. Her social life revolves around
her mobile bookselling service, which hand-picks titles for elderly
clients, particularly the grandmotherly June. After a tough decade, Book
Fiend is the last bookshop in the central business district, and the last
independent retailer on a street given over to high-end labels. Profits are
small, but clients are loyal. When James breezes into Book Fiend, Cait
realises life might hold more than her shop and her cat – but while the
new romance distracts her, luxury chain stores are circling Book Fiend’s
prime location, and a more personal tragedy is looming.

Now, years later, shocking news brings Leah back to Yorkshire, her baby
daughter Emilie in tow. But Emilie’s father Theo isn’t with them – and
George has unexpectedly returned. After half a lifetime, have they healed
the scars of their pasts? And will coming back home set their hearts in a
different direction?

Read by Heather Long

Read by Olivia Beardsley
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AnneMarie Brear
Beyond the Distant Hills

Karen Herbert
The River Mouth

Australia, 1853. Settled in the colony, Ellen is determined to make a
happy new life for her family, and forget the horrors of famine-struck
Ireland. Married for security, she works hard developing their estate
in order to give her children the privileged life they could have only
imagined back home.

Ten years ago, fifteen-year-old Darren Davies was shot dead at the river
mouth. The killer was never found.

However, danger lurks when a man from her past threatens her beloved
sons; and when her marriage begins to crumble, all that she thought was
safe is suddenly in jeopardy. Rafe Hamilton loves Ellen, but she is married
to another; yet when he is faced with helping her once more, he doesn’t
hesitate to act. Only he makes a mistake which could cost him everything
he always wanted...

When the investigation into Darren’s murder is reopened, Sandra begins
to question what she knew about her best friend. As she digs, she
discovers that there are many secrets in her small town – and that her
late son had his own, too...

Read by Caroline Lennon

Read by Olivia Beardsley
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Now, Darren’s mother Sandra receives a visit from the police. Her best
friend Barbara Russell has also been found dead, out in the bush. And
Barbara’s DNA matches the DNA found under Darren’s fingernails.
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L.A. Larkin
The Safe Place

Annie Seaton
The Trouble with Jack

Eagle Falls is a sleepy town in Washington State. Surrounded by forests
and a national park, it’s threatened by huge wildfires. But when a family
dies in a house blaze, it’s suspected to be the work of an arsonist...

As the owner of the art gallery at Noosa Heads, Jack Montgomery comes
strolling back into the life of sculptor Sienna Sacchi. Her plan to buy the
gallery is ruined, yet Sienna refuses to let him interfere with the most
important thing – her debut exhibition. But Jack’s not only taking over her
workplace. He’s also intruding on her art studio, her home...and maybe
even her heart.

Jessie Lewis, a former firefighter and survivor of domestic abuse, sleeps
with a gun on her bedside table. Ruth Sullivan has retired from the FBI
in Seattle after a terrorist attack killed her partner. Both women find
themselves on the trail of the arsonist – and tangled up in the web of lies
that runs through Eagle Falls.

Jack Montgomery has few rules for his carefree life, but never mixing
business with pleasure is one he is determined to keep. He’d planned on
finally satisfying the tension between him and Sienna, but discovering
he’s her boss puts an immediate end to that. Unfortunately, having
to share a tiny cottage by the lake with her is pushing them both to
their limit...

Read by Regina Reagan

Read by Olivia Beardsley
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Audio

Bronwyn Adcock
Currowan

Sophie Green
Thursdays at Orange Blossom House

A Story of Fire and a Community
During Australia’s Worst Summer

At seventy-four, cane farmer Grace Maud is feeling her age, and her
isolation, and thinks the best of life may be behind her. Elsewhere in
town, high school teacher Patricia has given up on her dreams of travel
and adventure and has moved back home to look after her ageing
parents. Meanwhile, cafe owner Dorothy is struggling to accept that she
may never have the baby she and her husband so desperately want.

Ignited by a lightning strike in a remote forest, the Currowan fire was
one of the most terrifying episodes of Australia’s Black Summer. It burnt
for seventy-four days, consuming nearly 5,000 square kilometres of land,
destroying well over 500 homes, and leaving many people shattered.
In the aftermath, there were questions. Why were resources so few that
many faced the flames alone? Why was there back-burning on a day of
extreme fire danger? Why weren’t they better prepared?
Bronwyn Adcock fled the inferno with her children. Her husband,
firefighting at the front, rang with a plea for help before his phone
went dead, leaving her to fear
NF
whether he would make it out
alive. Now Bronwyn tells her story,
and those of many others – what
they saw, thought, and felt as they
battled that blaze of never-beforeseen intensity.

Each woman has an unspoken need: reconnection. And that’s how they
find themselves at Orange Blossom House, surrounded by perfumed
rainforest, being encouraged by their lively yoga teacher Sandrine.
Together, they will find courage and strength – and discover that life has
much more to offer than they ever expected...

Read by Olivia Beardsley

Read by Edwina Wren
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Ruth McIver
I Shot the Devil

Vanda Symon
Faceless

Erin Sloane was sixteen when high school senior Andre Villiers was
murdered by his friends. They were her friends, too, led by the intense,
charismatic Ricky Hell. Five people went into West Cypress Road Woods
the night Andre was murdered. Only three came out.

Worn down by a job he hates and a stressful family life, middleaged, middle-class Bradley picks up a teenage escort and commits an
unspeakable crime. Now she’s tied up in his warehouse, and he doesn’t
know what to do.

Ativan, alcohol and distance have dimmed Erin’s memories of that time.
But nearly twenty years later, an ageing father will bring her home. Now a
journalist, she is asked to write a story about the Southport Three and the
thrill-kill murder that electrified the country. Erin’s investigation propels
her closer and closer to a terrifying truth. And closer and closer to danger.

Max is homeless, eating from rubbish bins, sleeping rough and barely
existing – known for cadging a cigarette from anyone passing, and
occasionally even the footpath. Nobody really sees Max – but he has one
friend, and she’s gone missing.
In order to find her, Max is going to have to call on some people from
his past, and reopen wounds that have remained unhealed for a very
long time...

Read by Lorelei King &
Thomas Judd

Read by Toby Webster
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Helen Buckley
Strictly on Ice

Matt Cain
The Secret Life of Albert Entwistle

Former Olympic skating champion Katie Saunders is well known for her
‘ice queen’ persona in the press. Perhaps Katie should have forgiven
her former skating partner and ex-boyfriend, Alex Michaelson, for the
accident that shattered both her ankle and their Olympic dreams – but
she just can’t seem to let it go. Desperate for cash, Katie reluctantly
agrees to take part in a new TV skating show but not only is she
partnered up with an infamous love rat rugby player, but one of the
judges is none other than Alex Michaelson himself...

‘Really heart-warming and joyful, but also so poignant.
I cannot recommend this book highly enough.’ Lorraine Kelly
Albert Entwistle was a postman. It was one of the few things everyone
knew about him. And it was one of the few things he was comfortable
with people knowing...Sixty-four-year-old Albert Entwistle has been a
postie in a quiet town in Northern England for all his life, living alone
since the death of his mam 18 years ago. He keeps himself to himself.
He always has. But he’s just learned he’ll be forced to retire at his
next birthday. With no friends and nothing to look forward to, the lonely
future he faces terrifies him. He realises it’s finally time to be honest
about who he is. He must learn to ask for what he wants. And he must
find the courage to look for the man that, many years ago, he lost – but
has never forgotten...

Read by Laura Kirman

Read by Layton Williams

7 hours 40 minutes

12 hours 35 minutes

ROMANCE

ROMANCE

CD
7

MP3
1

D/L

CD
11

MP3
1

D/L

John Dickson Carr
Till Death Do Us Part

Elizabeth Chadwick
A Marriage of Lions

Crime author Dick Markham is in love again; his fiancée, Lesley Grant,
the mysterious newcomer to the village. When Grant accidentally shoots
a fortune teller through the side of his tent at the local fair – following a
very strange reaction to his predictions – Markham is reluctantly brought
into a scheme to expose his betrothed as a suspected serial husbandpoisoner. That night the enigmatic fortune teller – and chief accuser – is
found dead in an impossible locked-room setup, casting suspicion onto
Grant and striking doubt into the heart of her lover. Lured by the scent
of the impossible case, Dr Gideon Fell arrives from London to examine
the perplexing evidence and match wits with a meticulous killer at large.

England, 1238. Raised at the court of King Henry III as a chamber lady
to the Queen, young Joanna of Swanscombe’s life changes forever when
she comes into an inheritance far above all expectations. Now a wealthy
heiress, Joanna’s arranged marriage to the King’s charming half-brother
William de Valence immediately stokes the flames of political unrest
as more established courtiers object to the privileges bestowed on
newcomers. As Joanna and William strive to build a life together, England
descends into a bitter civil war. In mortal danger, William is forced to run
for his life, and Joanna is left with only her wit and courage to outfox
their enemies and prevent them from destroying her husband, her family,
and their fortunes.

Read by Kris Dyer

Read by Helen Stern
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Mike Hollow
The Pimlico Murder

Edward Marston
Orders to Kill

Armistice Day 1940. The Blitz Detective John Jago finds himself
despatched to Pimlico to investigate a suspicious death. A young
man, Terry Watson, has been found in an Anderson shelter, battered
about the head, and with two white poppies in his pocket. As the
investigation delves into Watson’s background, Jago and his assistant
DC Craddock find themselves knee-deep in Pimlico’s shady underworld,
and connections with Oswald Mosley’s BUF party. It will take all their
skills to uncover the truth behind the pacifist’s brutal death.

December 1917. Ada Hobbes has cleaned for Dr Tindall for many years
and begins this frosty morning like any other day. But it turns out the
house is not empty after all. The blood-covered George Tindall is sprawled
across the floor. Detective Inspector Harvey Marmion and Sergeant Joe
Keedy arrive to a horrific scene. Someone enjoyed killing Tindall, without
a doubt. Their investigation takes them out of London, and on the trail
of three different women as it emerges that Dr Tindall was not the
respectable local GP after all, but a bigamist whose third wife had some
very interesting connections in the crime fraternity.

Read by Simon Mattacks

Read by Gordon Griffin MBE
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Barbara Mutch
The Fire Portrait

Daisy White
Murder on the Beach

When Englishwoman Frances McDonald sets up home in a remote
South African hamlet, she is regarded with suspicion by the community.
Confined by a marriage of convenience, she seeks an outlet by learning
the local language and exhibiting her paintings. Soon war threatens
to divide not only the country but the town itself and scupper Frances’
hard-won acceptance. While her husband leaves to fight, Frances chances
to meet a former love. The bright joy of that unexpected reunion is
clouded by a day that will change her life. Out of the smoke and ash of
a shocking fire, she is propelled on a journey that will take her from the
arid veld to the bright lights of London and beyond.

For fans of Death in Paradise

Read by Joanna Bending

Read by Charlotte Strevens
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Chloe Canton has settled into life on the island, so when her friend Maria
asks her to help with a celebrity wedding, Chloe is delighted. Reality TV
stars Lara Turner and Eddie Bristol want a beach wedding and a golden
horse, and Chloe is happy to oblige. But she is unprepared for the
celebrity circus which surrounds them, or the unwelcome appearance of
her ex-husband, Mark. No sooner have the happy couple arrived on the
island than a body is found floating in the crystal ocean waters. As other
events continue to shock the bride and groom-to-be, Chloe finds herself
drawn into a celebrity mystery that will rock the tranquil island to its core.
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Margot Bennett
The Man Who Didn’t Fly

Jim Eldridge
Murder at the National Gallery

Four men had arranged to fly to Dublin. When their aeroplane descended
as a fireball into the Irish Sea, only three of them were on board. With
the identities of the passengers lost beneath the waves, a tense and
perplexing investigation begins to determine the living from the dead,
with scarce evidence to follow beyond a few snippets of overheard
conversation and one family’s patchy account of the three days prior to
the flight. Who was the man who didn’t fly? What did he have to gain?
And would he commit such an explosive murder to get it? First published
in 1955, Margot Bennett’s ingenious mystery remains an innovative and
thoroughly entertaining inversion of the classic whodunit.

London, 1897. The capital is shocked to learn that the body of a woman
has been found at the National Gallery, eviscerated in a manner that
recalls all too strongly the exploits of the infamous Jack the Ripper. Daniel
Wilson and Abigail Fenton are contacted by a curator of the National
Gallery for their assistance. The dead woman, an artist’s model and lady
of the night, had links to artist Walter Sickert who was a suspect during
the Ripper’s spree of killings. Scotland Yard have arrested Sickert on
suspicion of this fresh murder but it is not the last. Sickert insists that he
is innocent but who would want to frame him?

Read by Seán Barrett

Read by Peter Wickham
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Katie Flynn
The Rose Queen

Cynthia Harrod-Eagles
Dying Fall

1938. Cadi is chosen to be Rose Queen in the annual Rose Fete. She
is thrilled, but deep down she is desperate to leave the Welsh mining
community where she grew up. When war is declared, Cadi and her best
friend Poppy see a chance to escape. Cadi leaves behind her parents
and local boy Aled, whom she is meant to marry, for Liverpool. But city
life doesn’t bring the opportunities they’d hoped for. They secure jobs in
a local pub, and Cadi’s blossoming relationship with a handsome dock
worker deepens after he rescues her from a terrifying encounter. But
when Aled unexpectedly appears Cadi finds her worlds colliding again.
Now the Rose Queen must decide: who will become her King?

DCI Bill Slider returns...

Read by Anne Dover

Read by Mark Meadows
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The woman lies dead at the foot of the stairs. It’s obvious what happened:
she tripped and fell. But PC D’Arblay, called to the dilapidated West
London villa by an anonymous tip-off, can’t shake the feeling that’s
exactly what someone wants him to think. It was the deep head wound
that killed her – but her dying fall left no blood trail, so what was it she
hit her head on? DCI Slider, of the Shepherd’s Bush murder squad, is soon
convinced D’Arblay’s right. But with no motive, no murder weapon and
no idea even who the victim is, Slider faces steep odds to get a result...
while each painstaking step towards the truth brings him closer to a
ruthless, evil killer.
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Jules Hayes
The Spanish Girl

Marie Laval
Escape to the Little Chateau

Feisty journalist Isabella has never known the truth about her family.
Escaping from a dangerous assignment in the turbulent Basque country,
she finds her world turned upside down, firstly by her irresistible
attraction to the mysterious Rafael, and then by a new clue to her own
past. As she begins to unravel the tangled story of her identity, Isabella
uncovers a story of passion, betrayal and loss that reaches back to the
dark days of Spain’s civil war – when a passionate Spanish girl risked
everything for her country, and for the young British rebel who captured
her heart. But can Isabella trust the man she’s fallen in love with? Or are
some wartime secrets better left undisturbed...?

Amy Carter is determined to make Bellefontaine, her farmhouse hotel in
the French countryside, a success. Of course, there’s the time and money
she’s put in to making it beautiful, but she also has something to prove
– particularly to people like Fabien Coste. Fabien is the owner of the
nearby château, and he might just be the most arrogant, patronising man
Amy has ever met...unfortunately, he’s also the most handsome. But as
rumours circulate in the local community, Amy quickly sees the less idyllic
side of life at Bellefontaine. Could Fabien be the man to help prevent her
Provençal dream from turning into a nightmare?

Read by Gloria Sanders

Read by Charlotte Strevens
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Thomas Morris
The Dublin Railway Murder

J.P. O’Connell
Hotel Portofino

The sensational true story of a Victorian murder mystery

Soon to be a TV series for ITV. For fans of Downton Abbey.

Dublin, November 1856. George Little, the chief cashier of the Broadstone
railway terminus, is found dead, lying in a pool of blood beneath his desk.
There is no sign of a murder weapon, and the office door is locked,
apparently from the inside. Thousands of pounds in gold and silver
are left untouched at the scene of the crime. Augustus Guy, Ireland’s
most experienced detective, teams up with Dublin’s leading lawyer
to investigate the murder. But the mystery defies all explanation. Five
suspects are arrested then released, with every step of the salacious case
followed by the press, clamouring for answers. But then a local woman
comes forward, claiming to know the murderer...

Hotel Portofino has only been open a few weeks, but already the
problems are mounting for its co-proprietor Bella Ainsworth. She’s short
of staff and ready money. Her high-class guests are demanding and hard
to please. And she’s being targeted by a scheming and corrupt local
politician, who threatens to drag her into the red-hot political cauldron
of Mussolini’s Italy. The hotel demands all of Bella’s resources, energy and
focus, but she has her own family to worry about too, who are struggling
in the traumatic aftermath of World War 1, and Bella soon finds that she’s
being pulled in far too many directions.

NF

Read by Brendan Dempsey

Read by Esther Wane
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Charlotte Betts
Letting in the Light

Edited by Martin Edwards
Murder by the Book

The final historical saga in the Spindrift trilogy

Mysteries for Bibliophiles

Cornwall, 1914. Edith Fairchild’s good-for-nothing husband, Benedict,
deserted her when their children were babies. Now the children are
almost adult, Edith and Pascal, her faithful lover of two decades,
are planning to leave their beloved Spindrift artists’ community and finally
be together. But an explosive encounter between Benedict and Pascal
forces old secrets into the light. Then an assassin’s bullet fired in faraway
Sarajevo sets in motion a chain of events that changes everything. Under
the shadow of war, the community struggles to eke out a living. The
younger generation enlist or volunteer to support the war effort, facing
dangers that seemed unimaginable in the golden summer of 1914. When
it’s all over, will the Spindrift community survive an unexpected threat?

A bookish puzzle threatens an eagerly awaited inheritance; a submission
to a publisher recounts a murder that seems increasingly to be a work of
non-fiction; an irate novelist puts a grisly end to the source of his writer’s
block. There is no better hiding place for clues – or red herrings – than
inside the pages of a book. With Martin Edwards as librarian and guide,
delve into an irresistible stack of tales perfect for every book-lover and
armchair sleuth, featuring much-loved Golden Age detectives such as
Nigel Strangeways, Philip Trent and Detective Chief Inspector Roderick
Alleyn. But readers should be warned that the most riveting tales often
conceal the deadliest of secrets...

Read by Emma Powell

Read by Patricia Gallimore,
Jeff Harding, Simon Mattacks,
John Telfer & David Thorpe
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Michael Jecks
The Moorland Murderers

Miranda Malins
The Rebel Daughter

July 1556. Jack Blackjack spends the night at a Devon tavern, agrees to a
game of dice – and ends up accused of murder. To make matters worse,
the dead man was the leader of the all-powerful miners who rule the
surrounding moors. But who would frame Jack for murder...and why?
Jack realises that the only way to clear his name – and save his skin – is
to unmask the real killer. But knowing nothing of the local ways and
customs, how is he to even begin? As Jack’s attempts to find answers
stirs up a hornet’s nest of warring factions within the town, events soon
start to spiral out of control...

Ely, 1643. England is convulsed by Civil War, setting King against
Parliament and neighbour against neighbour. As the turmoil reaches her
family home in Ely, 19-year-old Bridget Cromwell finds herself at the heart
of the conflict. With her father’s star on the rise as a cavalry commander
for the rebellious Parliament, Bridget has her own ambitions for a life
beyond marriage and motherhood. And as fractures appear in her own
family with the wilful, beautiful younger sister Betty, Bridget faces a
choice: to follow her heart, or to marry for power and influence, and fight
for a revolution that will change history...

Read by Kris Dyer

Read by Karen Cass
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Rosemary Shrager
The Last Supper

D.E. Stevenson
Still Glides the Stream

Cosy crime and cookery collide in the debut novel from
TV chef Rosemary Shrager

When Will Hastie finally decides to retire from the military and return
home to Scotland, he intends to settle down on his family estate and
learn to become a farmer. But back home, the death of his best friend and
neighbour, Rae, during World War Two is still strongly felt. In particular,
Rae’s sister, Patty, has been brooding for the past ten years over Rae’s
final letter home from France. When she decides to share the letter with
Will, it sends him off to France to discover for himself the circumstances
of Rae’s death. And his discovery there changes the lives of all those left
behind...

When an old television rival, Deirdre Shaw, is found dead at the Cotswolds
manor house where she was catering for a prestigious shooting weekend,
Prudence is asked to step into the breach. Prudence is only too happy to
take up the position and soon she is working in the kitchens of Farleigh
Manor. But Farleigh Manor is the home to secrets, both old and new.
The site of a famous unsolved murder from the 19th century, it has
never quite shaken off its sensationalist past. But the more she
scratches beneath the surface, the more Prudence becomes certain that
Deirdre Shaw’s death was no accident. She’s staring in the face of a very
modern murder...

Read by Rachel Atkins

Read by Lesley Mackie
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Rebecca Tope
The Threlkeld Theory

Evonne Wareham
A Wedding on the Riviera

Persimmon ‘Simmy’ Brown’s wedding day to Christopher Henderson has
arrived on a glorious summer’s day in the pretty Lake District village of
Threlkeld. While the day passes off without undue calamity, later when
most of the guests have departed, a young man is found nearby, possibly
the victim of a vicious attack. The mystery of the attack is complicated by
pressure on police resources. Was it an accident or something far more
sinister? Speculation is rife as to what precisely happened and a chilling
suspicion develops into a theory that might be impossible to prove.

When out-of-work actor Ryan Calder attends a wedding as the
plus-one of successful businesswoman, Nadine Wells, he doesn’t expect
to get in a scuffle with the groom. But Ryan recognises the groom from
another wedding where the same man made a quick getaway, taking the
wedding money and leaving the bride heartbroken. It seems he’s struck
again, and Nadine’s poor friend is the target. With a group of friends,
Ryan and Nadine hatch a plan that will take them to the French Riviera,
hot on the heels of the crooked groom. But could their scheme also bring
them closer together?

Read by Julia Franklin

Read by David Thorpe

8 hours 20 minutes

10 hours 25 minutes

MYSTERY

ROMANCE

CD
8

MP3
1

D/L

CD
10

MP3
1

March

The quality speaks for itself . . .

D/L

25

January

Audio 
Neil Broadfoot
No Quarter Given

Felicity Hayes-McCoy
The Year of Lost and Found

Jennifer MacKenzie being hit by a car was a tragic accident. Or so
it seemed. Until Connor Fraser is summoned to a meeting with his
girlfriend’s dad, Duncan MacKenzie, who claims that Jen’s accident was
actually a message intended for him – and a way to force him to kill his
trusted lieutenant Paulie King, who has now mysteriously disappeared.
As an all-out gang war threatens to explode across central Scotland,
Connor begins a journey that forces him to confront some uncomfortable
truths about his girlfriend and the family he is connected to through her.
But Connor is also driven by a vow to find Paulie. And when he does, no
quarter will be given.

It’s business as usual in the sleepy Irish town of Lissbeg, but, as local
librarian Hanna Casey gathers material for an exhibition on Ireland’s
struggle for independence, secrets revealed in her great-aunt’s diary
expose her own family history of love, dishonour and revenge. Meanwhile,
newly-wed Aideen has just had her first baby and becomes convinced
that she needs to find her own dad, whom she’s never known. But is
she really prepared for the consequences? Hanna and Aideen each face
decisions and it soon becomes clear that, when old wounds are opened
and forgotten memories disturbed, history is never just about the past.
Will they discover that finding happiness is all about living in the present?

Read by Angus King

Read by Deirdre O’Connell
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K.J. Howe
Skyjack

Lucy Lewis
Lighting the Fuse

When Thea Paris’s flight is hijacked over the Libyan Desert, her first
priority is the two former child soldiers she is escorting to a new life in
London. As an international kidnap specialist, Thea Paris negotiates for
hostage release as part of her job. She knows one wrong move could lead
to deadly consequences. After she is forcibly separated from the boys and
the other passengers, Thea and her tactical team quickly regroup. And in
their desperate search for the hostages that follows, unearth a conspiracy
involving the CIA, the Vatican and the Sicilian Mafia, and a plot far more
sinister than Thea could ever have imagined.

Stories from Britain’s first female
bomb disposal expert

Read by Katherine Fenton

Read by Deryn Edwards
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In this extraordinary memoir, Lucy Lewis reveals the hidden world
of bomb disposal training and how she came to be the UK’s first
female bomb disposal expert. Lucy’s story is full of high stakes and tense
situations. Joining the military in the 1980s just as women were taking
on more dangerous roles, Lucy’s every move was watched and scrutinised.
This didn’t hold her back however, and this is how she broke through
the ceiling, fought against sexism and achieved something no woman
had ever done before. Lighting the Fuse is an eye-opening memoir, that
reveals how a young woman with an ordinary background, made history
– not just once, but twice.
NF
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Niki Mackay
Loaded

Andy McDermott
The Cult of Osiris

A new gritty gangland thriller based on a true – and still
unsolved – string of murders...

An archaeological dig is preparing to open the Hall of Records, a
repository of ancient knowledge hidden beneath the enigmatic statue.
But on the night of the unveiling student Macy Sharif makes a shocking
discovery: a religious cult already raiding the Hall of Records to find the
location of the mythical Pyramid of Osiris. Framed by corrupt officials,
she goes on the run. Discredited, jobless and broke, archaeologist Nina
Wilde and ex-SAS soldier Eddie Chase have problems of their own –
until Macy’s plea for help sends them on a deadly quest across the
globe as they try to reach the mysterious pyramid before Khalid Osir, the
charismatic leader of the Osirian Temple. But is the cult’s motive purely
greed...or something more sinister?

Life is tough for Faith Diamond. Growing up on the wrong side of London,
with a family incapable of staying on the right side of the law, her future
has only ever been about survival. But then a series of prostitutes are
found murdered: strangled and stripped naked. The only thread linking
the bodies is pimp Marshall Vella – a man connected in more ways
than one with the Diamond family. Now Faith is forced to consider the
possibility that the people she fights to protect might be involved in
something more evil than even she could have imagined...

Read by Nicky Diss

Read by Simon Mattacks
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Gunnar Staalesen
Bitter Flowers

Jennifer Wells
The Murderess

Norwegian PI Varg Veum faces his most complex
investigation yet...

1931. Fifteen-year-old Kate witnesses her mother Millicent push a
stranger from a station platform into the path of an oncoming train. There
was no warning, seemingly no reason, and absolutely no remorse. 1940.
Exactly nine years later, Kate returns to the station and notices a tramp
laying flowers on the exact spot that the murder was committed; the
identity of the victim still remains unknown. With a country torn apart by
war and her family estate and name in tatters, Kate has nothing to lose
as she attempts to uncover family secrets that date back to the Great War
and solve a mystery that blights her family name.

PI Varg Veum has returned to duty following a stint in rehab, but his new
composure and resolution are soon threatened when three complex cases
arrive on his desk in quick succession. A man is found dead in an elite
swimming pool and a young woman has gone missing. Most chillingly,
Varg Veum is asked to investigate the ‘Camilla Case’: an eight-year-old
cold case involving the disappearance of a little girl, who was never
found. As the threads of these three apparently unrelated cases come
together, against the backdrop of a series of shocking environmental
crimes, Varg Veum faces the most challenging, traumatic investigation
of his career.

Read by Mark Meadows

Read by Aimee Goodall &
Julie Maisey
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Erin Green
Taking a Chance on Love

Holly Hepburn
The Little Shop of Hidden Treasures

Meet Carmen, Polly and Dana – all happy and successful women, with
very different views on relationships. Carmen has made a life with Elliot
for the past eight years. She’s ready for the next step but a proposal
seems to be as far away as ever. Polly is devoted to her family. But
after her parents’ bitter divorce, she’s wary of marriage. Single mother
Dana longs for companionship, despite her dedication to raising her son
Luke. Finding the right person to bring into their lives feels impossible
– until a unique way to select a potential Mr Right comes along.
With 29th February fast approaching, will they each take the chance this
Leap Year to take control of their fates?

When Hope loses her husband, she fears her happiest days are behind
her. With her only connection to London broken, she moves home to York
to be near her family and to begin to build a new life. Taking a job at the
antique shop she has always admired, she finds herself crossing paths
with two very different men. Will, who has recently become the guardian
to his niece after the tragic death of her parents. And Ciaran, who she
enlists to help solve the mystery of an Egyptian antique. Two men who
represent two different happy endings. But can she trust herself to choose
the right man? And will that bring her everything she really needs?

Read by Karen Cass, Laura Kirman
& Emma Powell

Read by Karen Cass
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Peter James
Twilight

Ben Kane
Crusader

Three muffled thuds ring from the partially filled grave of the newlywed girl. Only the verger hears them and he dismisses the noise as his
imagination. But over the next few days others also hear faint sounds.
An exhumation order is granted. Reporter Kate Hemingway sneaks
into the small suburban churchyard when the coffin is opened, and the
scene she witnesses is so horrific she can never forget it. Kate finds
herself caught up in a sinister and macabre cover-up. At the centre is a
respected anaesthetist who has a secret obsession. He believes people
can exist outside their bodies and that if he can prove it, he will provide
the answer to the question: is there life after death?

1189. Richard the Lionheart’s long-awaited goal comes true as he is
crowned King of England. Setting his own kingdom in order, he prepares
to embark on a gruelling crusade to reclaim Jerusalem. Yet Richard finds
a bitter two-year-long siege awaiting him. And with it, the iconic Saracen
leader responsible for the loss of Jerusalem, Saladin. No one can agree
who should fill the empty throne of the Kingdom of Jerusalem and
Saladin’s huge army shadows Richard’s every move. Conditions are brutal,
the temperatures boiling, and on the dusty field of Arsuf, the Lionheart
and his soldiers face their ultimate test...

Read by Victoria Fox &
Peter Kenny

Read by Philip Stevens
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Nicola Monaghan
Dead Flowers

Lizzie O’Hagan
The Visa

The first in a gripping new crime series, introducing
Dr Sian Love.

For a commitment-phobe who’s never taken a girl on a third date, Jack
finds getting married to his old friend Maya pretty easy. He’s a New
Zealander in need of a visa to stay in the country, and she doesn’t believe
in marriage anyway. Simple. Maya and Jack live in wedded, sexless bliss,
until one day Jack starts to get serious with someone else...Suddenly
Maya finds herself falling into a role she never thought she’d be: a wife
– and a scorned one at that – who is falling uncontrollably, undeniably,
and entirely inconveniently, in love with her own husband.

She doesn’t trust the police. She used to be one of them. Hardened by
ten years on the murder squad, DNA analyst Dr Sian Love has seen it all.
So when she finds human remains in the basement of her new home, she
knows the drill. Except this time it’s different. This time, it’s personal...

Read by Kitty Kelly

Read by Meg Travers &
Toby Webster
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Elle Spellman
Two Doors Away

Trevor Wood
The Man on the Street

Since moving to a new city, once adventurous Steph is broke and has
found that making new friends isn’t as easy as she expected. Eric has lost
his way in life since his breakup with perfect Clarissa. Now that all his
friends are buying homes and starting families, he is feeling left behind.
Eric and Steph are strangers, but both used to take comfort in hearing
their neighbour playing piano at the same time every night. Now the
music has stopped and number 26 lies silent. Brought together by their
mutual concern, Eric and Steph begin to grow closer and it looks like
they might discover that the solution to their problems has been just two
doors down the whole time.

Winner of the CWA John Creasey Dagger
It started with a splash. Jimmy, a homeless veteran grappling with PTSD,
did his best to pretend he hadn’t heard it – the sound of something heavy
falling into the Tyne at the height of an argument between two men.
Not his fight. Then he sees the headline: GIRL IN MISSING DAD PLEA. But
telling the girl, Carrie, what he heard – or thought he heard – turns out to
be just the beginning of the story. The police don’t believe him, but Carrie
is adamant that something awful has happened to her dad and Jimmy
agrees to help her, putting himself at risk from enemies old and new...

Read by Eilidh Beaton &
Ben Higgins

Read by David Nellist
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Alys Clare
Magic in the Weave

R.J. Ellory
The Darkest Season

October 1604. Plague has hit London, and the theatres are closed. But
the capital’s loss is Plymouth’s gain, when a London theatre troupe,
the Company, arrive on their ‘Plague Tour’. Country physician Gabriel
Taverner is bewitched and unnerved by the Company’s sexually charged
staging of Othello. But when Gabriel’s friend tells him of a dangerous,
whispered conversation overheard during a brief break, he is relieved
the Company will soon be on their way. Then one of the actors collapses,
and Gabriel finds himself caught in a waking nightmare, where nothing
is as it appears. Death is stalking the Company – but how can Gabriel
hope to catch a cold-blooded killer, if he can’t even trust the evidence
of his own eyes?

Jasperville, Quebec. A small town a thousand miles from anywhere. For
Jack Devereaux, it’s a thousand miles too close. Running from a troubled
childhood, Jack left home as soon as he could and never looked back –
until the day a stranger calls, begging him to return to Jasperville. Jack’s
brother Calvis – the little boy he left behind all those years ago – has
viciously attacked a man and left him for dead. Nobody knows why he did
it, though Jack suspects it has something to do with the Jasperville girls
who were lost all those years ago. As he begins the long journey home
through the frozen, unforgiving landscape, Jack isn’t wondering why his
little brother lost his mind. He’s wondering why it took so long...

Read by John Telfer

Read by Robert G. Slade
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Sharon Gosling
The House Beneath the Cliffs

Humphrey Hawksley
Man on Fire

Anna moves to Crovie, a tiny fishing village on the Moray Firth, for a fresh
start. But when she arrives, she realises her new home is really no more
than a shed, and the village itself is in constant danger of storms and
landslides. Has she made a terrible mistake? Yet slowly something she
thought she’d lost reawakens in her. She rediscovers her love of cooking
and turns her kitchen into a pop-up lunch club. But not all the locals are
delighted about her arrival, and some are keen to see her plans fail. Will
Anna really be able to put down roots in this remote village? Or will her
fragile new beginning start to crumble with the cliffs...?

Instructed to guide in a speed boat crossing from Russia in the Bering
Strait, special forces Major Rake Ozenna watches in horror as the
operation culminates in a fatal firefight – and the loss of vital intelligence
of a deadly new weapon. A weapon of unimaginable power. But who
sabotaged the mission? Who possesses the weapon – and what is their
ultimate goal? Rake’s search takes him to the remote outpost of Uelen on
the Russian coast – and the discovery that he is up against a formidable
enemy from his past. As world leaders gather in Bonn for the signing of
the new European security treaty, Rake enters a desperate race against
time to prevent a catastrophe beyond imagining.

Read by Eilidh Beaton

Read by Jeff Harding
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8 hours 30 minutes
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Veronica Henry
The Impulse Purchase

Andy McDermott
The Sacred Vault

‘An exquisite story bursting at the seams with summer, hope
and love’ Milly Johnson

The world is in shock when Michelangelo’s David is stolen from a museum
in Florence. When the Talonor Codex – a great Atlantean explorer’s
account of his travels – is stolen, it becomes clear that the thefts form
only part of the raiders’ ultimate plan. The codex holds clues to the
location of the Vault of Shiva and its fabled contents – the legendary
Shiva-Vedas, the chronicles of the ancient Hindu god of destruction.
Archaeologist Nina Wilde and former SAS soldier Eddie Chase are forced
into a treacherous hunt across the world to discover the vault before its
secrets fall into dangerous hands. The vault’s treasure may be the catalyst
for global annihilation

Cherry, Maggie and Rose are mother, daughter and granddaughter. They
have always been close; so when, in a moment of impulse, Cherry buys
a gorgeous but rundown pub in Rushbrook, the village she grew up in,
it soon becomes a family affair. All three women take over The Swan and
restore it to its former glory. Cherry is at the helm, Maggie is in charge of
the kitchen, and Rose tends the picturesque garden that leads down to
the river. Before long, the locals are delighted to find the beating heart
of the village is back, bringing all kinds of surprises through the door.
Could Cherry’s impulse purchase change all their lives – and bring
everyone the happiness they’re searching for?

Reader to be confirmed

Read by Simon Mattacks
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Helen Rolfe
The Farmhouse of Second Chances

Luca Veste
You Never Said Goodbye

Joy Weatherford has made a family for herself. She’s turned her beautiful
old farmhouse into a safe haven for anyone who needs a helping hand, a
place to stay, and a new beginning. Libby has exchanged her high-flying
job for a break in the Somerset countryside. She’s soon drawn into Joy’s
world, and into her family of waifs and strays – including Drew, whom
Joy once helped get back on his feet, and now helps out around the
house. This could be a new beginning for them both, but Drew is still
struggling to forget his past...But when a secret from Joy’s past threatens
the community, can they come together to give her a second chance of
her own?

Sam Cooper has a happy life: a good job, a blossoming relationship. Yet,
there’s something he can never forget – the image seared into his mind of
his mother, Laurie, dying when he was a child. His father allowed his grief
to tear them apart and Sam hasn’t seen him in years. Until an unexpected
call from Firwood hospital, asking Sam to come home, puts in motion
a chain of devastating events. On his deathbed, Sam’s father makes a
shocking confession. Who was Laurie Cooper? It’s clear that everything
Sam thought he knew about his mother was wrong. And now he’s
determined to find out exactly what she did and why – whatever the cost.

Read by Karen Cass

Reader to be confirmed
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Emma Beswetherick
The Wishing Star &
The North Pole Picnic
The Wishing Star. Katy, Cassie and Zia venture into outer space. With the
help of Katy’s cat Thunder, they navigate their way to the Wishing Star.
But as they prepare to make their wishes, the friends see the destruction
happening back home, and realise they have a greater mission: to save
the Earth!
The North Pole. Winter has arrived, and the girls decide to picnic at the
North Pole. But before they can enjoy snowflake-shaped sandwiches and
mountains of ice cream, they must first win the trust of the Arctic Queen,
and discover why the North Pole is melting.

Nicola Davies
The Song that Sings Us
When animals speak, it’s time humans listened...
Harlon has been raised to protect her younger siblings, twins Ash and
Xeno, both Listeners – those who can hear what’s inside animals’ heads,
and even plant thoughts in their minds. When their home is attacked by
the Automators, who aim to stamp out all Listeners, the children must
flee for their lives.
In a thrilling and dangerous adventure, they must journey alone
across Rumyc to try to rescue each other – and fulfil the promise made
to their mother that they will find the island lost in the deepest part of
the ocean...

Read by Hayley Wareham

Read by the Author
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Michael Rosen
Uncle Gobb and the Plot Plot

Ally Sherrick
The Buried Crown

This time, there is a plot. That’s the plot of the story. Or is it? The plot of
the story could also be that Uncle Gobb has an evil plot. And his plot is
about a plot. A plot of land. Are you following? Good!

It’s 1940, and Britain is on the brink of invasion. Londoner George has
been sent to live in the countryside while his brother and guardian,
Charlie, trains to be a pilot – but he’s very far from safe. An ancient burial
ground nearby contains a priceless treasure, a magical Anglo-Saxon
crown Hitler is desperate to possess. Alongside Kitty, the granddaughter
of a Jewish archaeologist, George must find and protect the crown from
the Nazi invaders before it’s too late...

The plot of land is behind Malcolm’s school, and it is where Uncle Gobb
plots to set up his own Dread Shed School of Facts. So Malcolm needs to
come up with his own plot to stop Uncle Gobb’s plot...

Read by Ben Higgins

Read by Charlotte Strevens
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Sylvia Bishop
The Midnight Thief

Rachel Delahaye
Little Tiger Rescue

Transplanted from her exciting life as an explorer’s daughter, Freya finds
herself miserable at boarding school. She hates the boring rules, the other
girls are mean, and the headmistress is frostiness personified.

When Fliss volunteers to help at her cousin’s birthday party in a jungle
gym, she doesn’t expect to end up in the rainforest in India! And, if that
wasn’t exciting enough, she soon makes a new friend – a tiny tiger cub,
left behind when its family fled from a flood. The little tiger is bursting
with energy, and Fliss can’t believe her luck – playing with an actual tiger
cub! But as the floodwater rises, the time for games is running out. To
save her stripey friend, Fliss must face monsoons, dangerous creatures,
and the darker side of nature...

When a bat removal expert is called in to deal with an infestation, Freya
meets his irrepressible children – and makes friends at last. Together they
explore the city, with particular interest in the grand exhibition showing
priceless artefacts for the first time. Then the objects are stolen in a
dramatic heist, and Freya is sure her new friends are responsible – but
the true culprit might be closer to home...

Read by Annabelle Indge

Read by Helen Keeley
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Stuart Lawrence
Silence is Not An Option

Laurel Remington
Confetti & Cake

You Can Impact the World for Change

Scarlett’s blog has found success beyond her wildest dreams. A TV show
is on the cards and The Secret Cooking Club has several new members.
What’s more, her mum is getting married, and Scarlett is baking the
wedding cake. Everything is perfect...or is it? Her estranged dad arrives
in town unannounced, and Scarlett’s friends say fame has gone to her
head. As the wedding approaches, she has much more on her mind than
the perfect bake...

We all want to be successful in life, and to be remembered for our
achievements – but how can we do that, when the world can seem so
big, and sometimes scary? Talking about everything from role models to
self-control, Stuart shares what he has learnt from life: what has helped
him live positively, and what kept him moving forwards when times
were tough. He wants to give you the tools to live a successful, positive,
and happy life – and to create change in the world, no matter how big
or small.
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Luke Gamble
The Secret Animal Society
When Edith Wight’s parents fail to collect her from boarding school for
the summer holidays, she’s packed off to live with her eccentric Uncle
Francis – a vet who runs a practice in a remote part of the New Forest.
Francis is the last in a long line of vets who treat mythical creatures:
among his patients are pegasi, unicorns, dragons, and much more. And
when he receives a summons from the Himalayas – where one of a
remote family of yetis is suffering from a mysterious illness – Edith finds
herself on the voyage of a lifetime.

Kris Humphrey
Leo’s Map of Monsters:
The Frightmare
It’s Leo’s job as the Guardian’s apprentice to protect the village from the
monsters that lurk in the surrounding forest. Whenever a monster gets
too close to the village walls, Leo must venture out, using his magical
map to first find the monster and then do battle with it. This time, Leo
must track down the ghostly Frightmare – a powerful monster that
haunts the abandoned ruins, breathing deadly blue fire at any intruder!

Read by Charlotte Strevens

Read by Alex Wingfield

8 hours 20 minutes
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Aneesa Marufu
The Balloon Thief

Dan Smith
Nisha’s War

For Khadija, the only escape from her arranged betrothal is the sky.
When she spots a rogue hot air balloon fighting against its ropes, she
leaps at the chance for adventure. She soon finds an unlikely ally in a
poor glassmaker’s apprentice, Jacob. But Jacob is a hari, and Khadija
a Ghadaean.
The hari are oppressed and restless, and the ruling Ghadaeans brutal
in their repression. The Hareef use forbidden magic, summoning jinn –
wicked spirits made of fire – to enact their revenge, forcing Jacob and
Khadija to choose what kind of a world they want to save...

1942. Nisha’s Malayan home has been destroyed by war. She and her
mother Amma flee to her father’s ancestral house in England, perched
on a cliff top on the cold Northern coast. When Amma falls gravely
ill, Nisha is left to face her formidable grandmother alone. The old
woman’s rules are countless, including forbidding Nisha to climb the
Weeping Tree – a claw of leafless, twisted branches jutting upwards from
the crag. But when a ghost child beckons Nisha to sit under its boughs,
and promises her Amma’s life in return for three truths, the tree’s pull
proves irresistible...

Read by Nikki Patel

Read by Nikki Patel
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British Library Tales of the Weird

Edited by Mike Ashley
From the Depths

Edited by Mike Ashley
Glimpses of the Unknown

And Other Strange Tales of the Sea

Lost Ghost Stories

From atop the choppy waves to the choking darkness of the abyss,
the seas are full of mystery and rife with tales of inexplicable events.
In this anthology we see sailors pitched
against a nightmare from the depths; a
German U-boat commander tormented
by an impossible transmission and a ship
ensnares itself in the kelp of the Sargasso
Sea and dooms a crew of mutineers.

From the vaults of the British Library comes a new anthology celebrating
the best works of forgotten, never since republished, supernatural fiction
from the early 20th century. Waiting within
are malevolent spirits eager to possess the
living and mysterious spectral guardians, a
diverse host of phantoms exhumed from
the rare pages of literary magazines and
newspaper serials to thrill once more.

Read by Jeff Harding,
Simon Mattacks, John Telfer &
David Thorpe

Read by Patricia Gallimore,
Simon Mattacks, John Telfer &
David Thorpe

9 hours 10 minutes

9 hours 30 minutes

CD
9

HORROR

MP3

D/L

1

CD
9

MP3
1

HORROR

D/L

Edited by Mike Ashley
The Outcast and Other Dark Tales
by E.F. Benson

Edited by Mike Ashley
A Phantom Lover and Other Dark
Tales by Vernon Lee

A grisly spirit turns travelling companion for the unwitting passenger
of a London bus; a repulsive neighbour returns from the grave,
an innocuous back garden becomes
the stage for a nightmare encounter
with druidic sacrifice. From deep in
the British Library vaults emerges a
new selection of E.F. Benson’s most
innovative, spine-tingling and satisfyingly
dark ‘spook stories’.

During her lifetime Violet Paget, who wrote as Vernon Lee, was referred
to as ‘the greatest of modern exponents of the supernatural in fiction’,
and yet today she remains on the periphery
of the genre. This collection of her uniquely
weird short stories and dark fantasies
proves why she was once considered
among the best of the genre, and why she
deserves to return to those ranks today.

Read by Simon Mattacks,
John Telfer & David Thorpe

Read by Patricia Gallimore,
Simon Mattacks, John Telfer &
David Thorpe
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Edited by Daisy Butcher
Evil Roots
Killers Tales of the Botanical Gothic
Strangling vines and meat-hungry flora fill this unruly garden of strange
stories, selected for their significance as the seeds of the villainous
(or perhaps just misunderstood) ‘killer
plant’ in fiction, film and video games.
Step within to marvel at Charlotte Perkins
Gilman’s giant wistaria and H.G. Wells’
hungry orchid; and do tread carefully
around E. Nesbit’s wandering creepers.
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Two Novels from Charlotte Riddell
From the once-popular yet unfairly neglected Victorian writer
Charlotte Riddell comes ‘Fairy Water’ and
‘An Uninhabited House’; a pair of novels
which cleverly upholster the familiar
furniture of the haunted house story.

Read by David Thorpe
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Charlotte Riddell,
edited by Andrew Smith
Haunted Houses

Read by Patricia Gallimore,
Jeff Harding, Simon Mattacks,
John Telfer & David Thorpe
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All information is correct at time of print.
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