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S.J. Bennett
The Windsor Knot

Joanne Harris
A Narrow Door

The morning after a soiree at Windsor Castle, eighty-nine-year-old Queen
Elizabeth is shocked to discover that one of her guests has been found
dead in his room, with a dressing gown cord around his neck.

Now I'm in charge, the gates are my gates. The rules are my rules.

When the police begin to suspect her loyal servants of murder, Her Majesty
knows they are looking in the wrong place.
For the Queen has been living an extraordinary double life ever since her
coronation. Away from the public eye, she has a brilliant knack for solving
crimes.
With her household's happiness on the line, her secret must not get out.
Can the Queen and her trusted secretary Rozie catch the killer, without
getting caught themselves?
The first in the Queen
Elizabeth II Series
A total joy. NINA STIBBE

It's an incendiary moment for St Oswald's school. For the first time in its
history, a headmistress is in power, the gates opening to girls. Rebecca
Buckfast has spilled blood to reach this position. Barely 40, she is just
starting to reap the harvest of her ambition. As the new regime takes on
the old guard, the ground shifts. And with it, the remains of a body are
discovered. But Rebecca is here to make her mark. She'll bury the past so
deep it will evade even her own memory, just like she has done before.
After all...you can't keep a good woman down.

A complex, chilling mystery
full of shifting truths and dark
corners where the unburied past
lies in wait. TAMMY COHEN

Possibly the most adorable crime
novel out this year. RUTH WARE

A dark and richly enjoyable
novel that already feels like a
classic. ELLY GRIFFITHS

Mystery 300pp

Thriller 474pp

Carol Ann Lee
A Passion For Poison

Val McDermid
1979

In the summer of 1962, fourteen-year-old Graham Young stood in the Old
Bailey dock charged with poisoning family members and a schoolfriend by
methodically lacing their food and drink with such substances as thallium
and antimony. Diagnosed with 'a psychopathic disorder', he was detained
under the Mental Health Act and committed to Broadmoor, the youngest
patient there since 1885.

It is the winter of discontent, and reporter Allie Burns is chasing her
first big scoop. There are few women in the newsroom and she needs
something explosive for the boys' club to take her seriously.

Nine years later, Graham was released, believed to be no longer a danger
to others. He found employment at Hadlands, a photographic supplies
firm. In his role as an assistant storekeeper, Graham's duties included
collecting and serving his colleagues' morning and afternoon tea. Very
soon, members of staff began falling ill, experiencing debilitating pain –
and dying...

When she discovers a home-grown terrorist threat, Allie comes up with a
plan to infiltrate the group and make her name. But she's a woman in a
man's world...and putting a foot wrong could be fatal.

Readers' Reviews:
A quite jaw dropping story from
beginning to end.
...the kind of book where, having
started it, you want the day to
pass so that you can get back to
your bedtime read.

N/F: True Crime 474pp
1

January

Soon Allie and fellow journalist Danny Sullivan are exposing the criminal
underbelly of respectable Scotland. They risk making powerful enemies –
and Allie won't stop there.

The first in the Allie Burns
Series
Her best book in years.
THE TIMES
Absolutely fantastic.
CHRIS BROOKMYRE

Thriller 420pp
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Antti Tuomainen
The Rabbit Factor

Ericka Waller
Dog Days

What makes life perfect? Insurance mathematician Henri Koskinen knows
the answer because he calculates everything down to the last decimal.
And then, Henri is faced with the incalculable. After suddenly losing his job,
Henri inherits an adventure park from his brother – its troubling financial
problems included. The worst of these issues appear to originate from big
loans taken from criminal quarters...and dangerous men are keen to get
their money back. But what Henri really can't compute is love. He meets
Laura, an artist with a joie de vivre and erratic lifestyle that bewilders him.
As the criminals go to lengths to collect their debts, Henri finds himself in
situations that cannot be pinned down on his spreadsheets...

George is very angry. His wife has died, and the last thing he needs is his
neighbour Betty trying to rescue him. Then there's the dog, a dachshund
puppy called Poppy. George doesn't want a dog – he wants a fight.
Dan is a counsellor with OCD – great at helping other people, not so
much himself. His most meaningful relationship so far is with his yellow
Labrador Fitz.
Lizzie lives in a women's refuge with her young son Lenny. Her body is
covered in scars and she has shut herself off from everyone around her.
But when she must walk Maud, the refuge's fat Jack Russell terrier, a
new life beckons.

Charnwood
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Through these three dogs, these three people will make connections, and
find joy in living life off the leash...
The funniest writer in Europe,
and one of the very finest.
There is a beautiful rhythm and
poetry to the prose...original and
brilliant story-telling.
HELEN FITZGERALD
Dark, gripping and hilarious...
MARTYN WAITES

A charming, surprising and
moving story of three troubled
characters' encounter with love,
grief, healing...and dogs.
CLARE CHAMBERS
Tender, humorous and hopeful.
LISSA EVANS

Thriller 354pp

General Fiction 354pp

Michael Connelly
The Dark Hours

Jessica Fellowes
The Mitford Vanishing

Has a killer lain dormant for years only to strike again on New Year's Eve?
There's chaos in Hollywood on New Year's Eve. LAPD Detective Renee
Ballard seeks shelter to wait out the traditional rain of lead as hundreds
of revellers shoot their guns into the air. As reports of damage start to roll
in, Ballard is called to a scene where a hardworking shop owner has been
fatally shot in the middle of a crowded street party. It doesn't take long
to determine that the deadly bullet could not have fallen from the sky.
Her investigation leads her to look into another unsolved murder – a case
worked by Detective Harry Bosch. Ballard and Bosch team up once again
to find out where the old and new cases intersect...

1937. War with Germany is looming, and a civil war already raging in
Spain. Split across political lines, the six Mitford sisters are more divided
than ever. Meanwhile their former maid Louisa Cannon is now a private
detective, working with her ex-policeman husband Guy Sullivan. Louisa
and Guy are surprised when a call comes in from novelist Nancy Mitford
requesting that they look into the disappearance of her Communist sister
Jessica, nicknamed Decca. It quickly becomes clear that Decca may have
made for the war in Spain – and not alone. As a second, separate missing
person case is opened, Louisa and Guy discover that every marriage has
its secrets – but some are more deadly than others...

The Ballard and Bosch Series

The Mitford Murders Series

This is a masterpiece.
PUBLISHERS WEEKLY

A glittering, entertaining,
perfectly formed whodunnit.
ADELE PARKS

...the best yet. BOOKLIST

Mystery 420pp

Exactly the sort of book you
might enjoy with the fire
blazing, the snow falling etc.
ANTHONY HOROWITZ

Historical Mystery 402pp
2
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Wilbur Smith & Mark Chadbourn
The New Kingdom

Nicholas Sparks
The Wish

In the city of Lahun, Hui lives an enchanted life. The favoured son of a
doting father and ruler-in-waiting of the great city, his fate is set. But
behind the beautiful façades a sinister evil is plotting. Craving power and
embittered by jealousy, Hui's stepmother, the great sorceress Isetnofret,
with Hui's own brother Qen, orchestrates the downfall of Hui's father,
seizing power in the city.

More than two decades ago, Maggie fell in love. She was sixteen and
far from home, waiting to give her baby up for adoption. Bryce showed
Maggie how to take photographs, and he didn't judge her for her
situation. They had the perfect first kiss.

Determined to seek vengeance for the death of his father and rescue his
sister Ipwet, Hui swears his allegiance to the Hyksos, outlaw enemies of
Egypt. Through them he learns the art of war, learning how to fight, and
becoming an envied charioteer. But soon Hui finds himself in an even
greater battle – one for the very heart of Egypt itself...

Now, as Maggie sits by the Christmas tree in her gallery telling her story,
surrounded by the photographs that made her famous, her new assistant
asks her a question: If she had one wish, what would she wish for this
Christmas?
Maggie always thought she knew the answer to that question. But before
she can say I'd go back to that winter with Bryce, she stops herself. It is all
she has ever wanted – but suddenly, there is something else she wants.
She wants to find her baby...

Ancient Egyptian Series
Best historical novelist.
STEPHEN KING
Wilbur Smith is one of those
benchmarks against whom
others are compared.
THE TIMES

An absorbing page-turner.
DAILY MAIL

Adventure Suspense 444pp

General Fiction 408pp

J.R. Thorp
Learwife

Glenda Young
Murder At The Seaview Hotel

Word has come. Care-bent King Lear is dead, driven mad and betrayed.
His three daughters too, broken in battle. But someone has survived: Lear's
queen. Exiled to a nunnery years ago, written out of history, her name
forgotten. Now she can tell her story.

After the death of her husband Tom, Helen Dexter is contemplating her
future as the sole proprietor of the Seaview Hotel. There's an offer from a
hotel chain developer to consider – but also a booking from a dozen Elvis
impersonators, a singing troupe named Twelvis. Tom loved Elvis, and for
Helen this is a sign that she should stay. But the series of mysterious events
which follows suggests that the developer is not going to give up easily.

Though her grief and rage may threaten to crack the earth open, she
knows she must seek answers. Why was she sent away in shame and
disgrace? What has happened to Kent, her oldest friend and ally? And
what will become of her now, in this place of women? To find peace, she
must reckon with her past and make a terrible choice – one upon which
her destiny, and that of the entire abbey, rests...

3

Pulls at the heartstrings.
SUNDAY TIMES

Then, shortly after Twelvis arrives, one of them disappears. His body is
found floating in a lake, with his blue suede shoes missing. Her trusty
greyhound Suki by her side, Helen decides to find out more about her
guests – and whoever wanted to make sure that this Elvis never sang
again.

An Observer Best Debut
Novelist of 2021

The first in the Helen Dexter
Series

With Learwife, J.R. Thorp has
created an entire world out of
a void. A stunning voice, hers is
one you will remember, and look
out for, in the years to come.
JING-JING LEE

I loved this warm, humorous and
involving whodunnit...
CLARE CHASE

Literary 408pp

Mystery 366pp

Just the heart-warming tonic
readers need right now.
HELEN COX

Charnwood Softcover 		
George Bellairs
Surfeit Of Suspects

C.J. Cooke
The Lighthouse Witches

Following a mysterious explosion, the offices of the Excelsior Joinery
Company are no more: three directors are killed, and the peace of a quiet
town in Surrey lies in ruins. When the supposed cause of a faulty gasmain is dismissed, and evidence of dynamite revealed, Superintendent
Littlejohn of Scotland Yard is summoned to the scene. But beneath the
sleepy veneer of Evingden lies a hotbed of deep-seated grievances.
Confounding Littlejohn's investigation is an impressive cast of suspicious
persons, each concealing their own axe to grind.

Upon the cliffs of the remote Scottish island Lon Haven stands a
lighthouse. A lighthouse that has weathered more than storms. Mysterious
and terrible events have happened on this island, starting with a witch
hunt. Now, centuries later, islanders are vanishing without explanation.
Coincidence – or curse?
Liv Stay flees to the island with her three daughters, in search of a home.
She doesn't believe in witches, or hauntings, or dark omens. But within
months, her daughter Luna will be the only one of them left.
More than two decades years later, Luna is drawn back to the place where
her family vanished. As the last sister left, it's up to her to find out the
truth...

Charnwood
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British Library Crime Classics
Reader's Review:
Bellairs is excellent at setting
the tone for his mysteries with
his descriptions of surroundings
and characters, and this story is
another great example.

This book is SO good! ...C.J.
Cooke's best yet! A fascinating
and enthralling read. PRIMA
A gripping modern gothic thriller
that is also a haunting depiction
of witch trials, it is a wonderfully
atmospheric and compelling
novel. ROSAMUND LUPTON

Classic Crime 258pp

Thriller 468pp

Roberta Kray
Double Crossed

Catherine Miller
The Archers: Home Fires At Ambridge

On the streets of London, danger lurks everywhere...

It's 1941 and the war rumbles on. Nowhere is immune to the effects of
war, not even Ambridge. But in England's favourite village, something
else is occupying the residents... When a prominent villager dies, the
main beneficiary's name is a mystery, and no one knows who is set to
inherit the estate, cottage and all. The name is hidden within a locked
box and the villagers must uncover the password to find out the name of
the beneficiary. So when five people are each sent a packet of seeds, the
mystery deepens – could the seeds be part of a clue? And can they all
work together to unlock the mystery and to discover who is set to inherit?

Liv Anderson can take care of herself. She's made her way in one of the
roughest parts of London by entrapping men and extorting them for
money. But Liv soon finds herself in trouble with the city's most notorious
gangster... To repay her debt, Liv is forced to pose as a secretary for a
local property developer and report back on his movements. She has no
idea what she's looking for, but she'll do anything to stay alive. But Liv
also wants to know more about her father. As she desperately tries to
uncover the truth about his past, her suspicious behaviour places her in
grave danger. But when you're working with gangsters, who can you trust?

The Archers Series
A cracking good read.
JESSIE KEANE
Great writing, gripping story,
loved it. MANDASUE HELLER

Crime 522pp

Intriguing, comforting and
endearingly familiar.
KATIE FFORDE

Historical Fiction 498pp
4
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Jessica Ryn
The Imperfect Art Of Caring

Carla Valentine
Murder Isn't Easy

Violet Strong is strong by name, but not by nature – or so she thinks. She
listens, but never talks about herself. She's friendly, but doesn’t have many
real friends. She's become good at keeping people at a distance ever since
she left home at eighteen and never looked back.

The Forensics Of Agatha Christie

But when Violet is forced to return home to look after her estranged
mother Glenys, she quickly finds out that life as a carer isn't easy. Feeling
overwhelmed, she's forced to turn to other local carers, including her
childhood friend Adam, for help. Although returning home still feels like a
mistake, maybe it will help Violet right some wrongs. After all, she can't
keep running from her past forever;
and in learning to look after others,
perhaps Violet can start to finally
love herself.

While other children were devouring the works of Enid Blyton and
Beatrix Potter, Carla Valentine was poring through the pages of Agatha
Christie novels. It was this early fascination that led to her job as a
pathology technician, trained in forensics and working in mortuaries.
Of course, Agatha herself didn't talk of 'forensics' in the way we use
it now, but in each tale, she writes of twists and turns with her expert
weave of human observation, ingenuity and genuine science of the era.
Through the medium of the 'whodunnit', Agatha Christie was a pioneer
of forensic science, and in Murder
Isn't Easy Carla illuminates all of
the knowledge of one of our most
beloved authors.

Speaks for so many who aren't
heard. I absolutely loved it!
ANSTEY HARRIS

A study of the forensics
of Agatha Christie, from
author and pathologist, Carla
Valentine

General Fiction 450pp

N/F: True Crime 438pp
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Magna Family Saga Softcover 		
Rosie Archer
I'll Be Seeing You

Kate Eastham
When The World Stood Still

1943. After the heartache of the previous year, Connie Baxter now appears
to have everything a girl could want. There is Ace, a man who loves her.
She enjoys an enviable lifestyle despite the deprivations of war. She has
friends and a job she adores as an usherette at the Criterion cinema. But
appearances can be deceptive and Connie is struggling in more ways than
one. Then, to compound Connie's problems, her nemesis, Cousin Marlene,
returns home. Secrets come to light, revealing jealousies that could shatter
Connie's world once more, and she realises that Ace isn't the man she
thought he was.

London, 1918. Twenty-year-old Emily Burdon has been training as a nurse,
learning on the job as she tends to patients from the crowded poorhouses
that ring the hospital as well as wounded soldiers. She pours her heart into
her nursing while she waits for happier times – peace in Europe, and the
return of her childhood sweetheart Lewis from battle. But when the deadly
Spanish Flu arrives in London on the heels of the war, Emily's faith and
courage are put to the test. Then Lewis admits to a devastating betrayal,
just as a new doctor is transferred to head up Emily's ward. Despite their
differences, the Canadian Dr James Cantor and Emily find common ground
in their passion for helping patients. Can Emily survive the most terrible
epidemic in history with her life –
and heart – intact?

The Picture House Girls Series
Readers' Reviews:
Rosie Archer adds plenty of
titbits of what it must have been
like to live during WWII. Happy
reading!
...a gripping tale... With multiple
storylines that seamlessly meld
together to form one breathtaking story.

288pp
5

January

Readers' Reviews:
I absolutely loved this story...
ended way too quickly.
Be prepared with a large box of
tissues... A heart breaking yet
uplifting emotional book that
will definitely stay with you after
you finish it.

252pp

January

Elaine Everest
A Mother Forever

Katie Flynn
Over The Rainbow

Ruby Caselton may only be twenty-five years old, but she already has the
weight of the world on her shoulders. Heavily pregnant with her second
child, penniless and exhausted, she is moving her family into a new home.
The Caseltons left their last place when they couldn't pay the rent, but
Ruby's husband Eddie has promised this will be a fresh start for them
all. And she desperately hopes that this time he will keep his word. But
it doesn't take long before he loses another job and once again hits the
bottle. It's up to Ruby to hold them all together, through thick and thin.
She remembers the kind, caring man Eddie once was, and just can't give
up on him entirely. What she doesn't know is that he has a secret, one so
dark that he can't bear to tell even his wife...

Liverpool, 1939. Olivia Campbell appears to have the perfect life. However,
behind closed doors, she lives in constant fear of her abusive father, and
has no support from her mother. Longing for love and affection, she begins
a relationship with Ted, a young lad who works in her father's factory. But
her family disapproves of the relationship and forbids them from seeing
each other. When war comes to Liverpool, Olivia seizes the opportunity to
leave behind her unhappy life and join the WAAF. There she meets a fellow
trainee, Maude and the two embrace their newly found independence.
Soon Olivia meets the handsome Ralph, and all thoughts of Ted are
brushed aside. Until he returns to her life with some shocking news that
turns her world upside down...

Readers' Reviews:

Liverpool Sisters Series

Magna
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Absolutely loved this book.
...a beautiful written story once
again by Elaine Everest.

Readers' Reviews:
What a beautiful read from start
to finish I loved this story...so
looking forward to reading more
by this wonderful writer.
A lovely book to read, hard to
put down...didn't want it to end.

372pp

414pp

Rosie Goodwin
An Orphan's Journey

Annie Groves
The District Nurses Make A Wish

Growing up in extreme poverty in London, Pearl thinks life can get no
worse. But when her parents discover there's yet another baby on the way,
they have to tighten the belt even further. Pearl's mother decides to send
her and her younger sister Eliza to the workhouse, where they are forced
into a new life of hardship and struggle. Pearl's hopes are raised when
the workhouse offers the sisters a new life in Canada, and they board an
orphan ship transporting unwanted children across the seas. She hopes
their luck has finally changed when she and Eliza are hired by the kindly
Mrs Forbes to work in her grand house together. But when Pearl meets
their mistress's bullying son Monty, he reveals he will stop at nothing to
make her life a misery...

For the district nurses of Victory Walk, there's been little time to bask in
the triumph of D-Day. London faces a new threat – the terrifying V-1 flying
bombs which can strike anywhere out of the blue. New nurse Iris must
adjust not only to living in the shadow of the doodlebugs, but also to
working alongside her new colleagues: since arriving from the countryside
she's struggled to fit in with the city nurses. Meanwhile, Alice has an
agonising wait to hear if her boyfriend Joe has survived the invasion. She
can barely sleep for wondering if he ever received her letter in which she
promised to wait for him. With the end of the war almost in sight, the
district nurses must dig deep if they are to keep going.

District Nurses Series
The perfect book for a cold
winter's evening.
LANCASHIRE EVENING POST
A vibrant page-turner with
entrancing characters.
MARGARET DICKINSON

462pp

A stirring and heartrending
family saga...
LIVERPOOL DAILY POST
Heart wrenching and uplifting
in equal measure... Roll on the
sequel! TAKE A BREAK

372pp
6
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Kay Brellend
Stray Angel

Juliet Greenwood
The Girl With The Silver Clasp

East London, 1915. While the man she loves is away fighting, Lily Larkin
wakes up at dawn to carry crates of apples to the market stall. Left in
charge of Greg's warehouse, she has blossomed from a street urchin into
a shrewd tradeswoman. But the market is a man's world and she attracts
some unwanted visitors, including Greg's old rival Scully. Luckily, Lily
recruits her old friends, Margie and Fanny, as helping hands. But Lily has
one trouble she must keep secret: before dying, her mother gave birth to a
child who was spirited away. Searching every corner of the city to find her
long-lost sister, Lily soon discovers there is a world of wickedness within
London's poorest alleys.

Will they find the courage to follow their dreams?
St. Ives, 1916. Jess Morgan always hoped to become a celebrated
silversmith, but when the men return from war she's forced to return to
her job as a seamstress. All she can cling to is the memory of that delicate,
unique silver clasp she created for a society bride.
Rachel Bellamy served as an ambulance driver on the front line during the
Great War but now it's up to her to save the family home and picturesque
harbour from her wealthy brother-in-law, before it's too late.
Giselle Harding fought her way up from poverty to become a Hollywood
movie star. Yet even the most beautiful jewels she owns will never replace
the man she lost.

Workhouse To War Series
Readers' Reviews:
Have really enjoyed this second
book in the series, can't wait for
the next book.
Kay does it again brilliant book
cannot wait for the next one.

Readers' Reviews:
Vivid setting, strong characters,
wonderful storytelling.
Another great read from Juliet
Greenwood.

396pp

354pp

Jenny Holmes
The Spitfire Girls Fly For Victory

Emma Hornby
Her Wartime Secret

Bobbie Fraser, Mary Holland and Jean Thornton are Atta Girls – part
of the Air Transport Auxiliary team flying planes between bases. Their
work is dangerous and they constantly put themselves at risk, but their
courage always comes through. Now there's a new girl joining the ranks –
Canadian Viv Robertson, who is bright, brash and brave. But can Viv settle
into British life with the other girls? And when life on the ground leaves
them as vulnerable as in the air, can they stick together through the tough
times ahead and ultimately fly to victory?

A family torn apart by war, held together by a secret...

Spitfire Girls Series
Vibrant and heart-warming.
SUNDAY EXPRESS

Lancashire, 1940. Janie and her husband James have a strong, loving
marriage. A move from an inner-city slum to a peaceful new estate outside
of Bolton should have been a fresh start for them and their three children,
but when war is declared and James announces he has signed up, Janie
fears it's the beginning of the end. Janie does her best to make do, forging
friendships in her new community. But when James comes home on leave
a traumatised man, and then goes AWOL, Janie's heart goes out to him.
Determined to keep him safe, she plans to hide him in their new house.
But how long can they keep the secret, and what threats lie ahead if
they're found out?
Readers' Reviews:
The story is well told, lots of
tears & laughter.
A must read...

Gritty and uplifting. CHOICE

402pp
7

372pp

February – March

Posy Lovell
The Kew Gardens Girls At War

Val Wood
Children Of Fortune

When Daisy Cooper's new husband joins the RAF to fight the Battle of
Britain, her mother Ivy suggests she joins the gardeners at Kew to keep
busy. Meanwhile Beth Sanderson is furious after her father stops her
applying to medical school. Angry and frustrated, she applies to a new
wartime role at Kew Gardens, but the committee is run by men and Beth
is asked to take a job as a gardener instead. When tragedy hits, the women
are forced to come together to support each other through their darkest
hours. But can the Kew Gardens Girls survive the horrors of war-torn
London this time?

1864. Following the untimely death of her cold-hearted husband, Beatrix
and her three children are finally free. While Ambrose has already
determined his path in life, eldest son Laurie's future is less certain.
With the responsibility of the family estate on his shoulders, Laurie must
decide between staying in Yorkshire to farm the family land and following
his dreams. Meanwhile, headstrong and independent Alicia is defying
expectation and excelling at school. There she befriends the enigmatic
Olivia Snowden and they quickly become inseparable. But Olivia's family
past is shrouded in mystery and as she begins to dig deeper secrets come
tumbling out... Can the two families overcome the challenges that lie
ahead?

The Kew Gardens Girls Series
Readers' Reviews:
Absolutely brilliant! I loved this
story from start to finish.

Hull's answer to Catherine
Cookson.
BBC RADIO 4'S FRONT ROW

A really lovely read, evokes many
thoughtful discussion points...

A heart-warming story filled with
compelling action.
ROSIE GOODWIN

456pp

384pp

Diane Allen
A Precious Daughter

Rita Bradshaw
The Winter Rose

When Ethan Postlethwaite, his wife Grace and their daughter Amy
announce that they will be leaving the family home in the Yorkshire Dales,
Grace's parents are heartbroken. Hoping for a new life prospecting for
gold in the wilds of Canada, the Postlethwaites say goodbye and set sail
across the Atlantic in search of a brighter future.

December 1902. Rose O'Leary is looking forward to her baby daughter
Betsy's first Christmas. But then tragedy strikes: when her husband
David is caught in an accident at the shipyard, his false friend Nathaniel
Alridge deliberately lets him die rather than be rescued. For Nathaniel
is determined to have Rose – whether she wants him or not. After he
attempts to force himself upon her, Rose flees with Betsy, soon finding
that the world is a cruel place for a beautiful woman with no protection.
However, although bruised and broken, Rose is a fighter.

However, after their hard and treacherous journey, it becomes apparent
that the promised riches of the gold fields have already been plundered.
So when the family is devastated by the death of Grace, Ethan decides they
must return to England.
Arriving in Liverpool, Ethan and Amy soon find work in a dairy – but Amy
is restless, struggling to settle into yet another new life. When a chance
encounter ignites an old friendship, she must decide where her own future
lies...
An enthralling tale packed with
emotion, drama and the harsh
realities of life in nineteenthcentury northern England.
LANCASHIRE POST

336pp
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When she least expects it, love enters her life again – but she cannot
escape her past, which threatens not only her happiness but her very life.
Will she ever find a safe haven?

Raw passion and power on every
page. NORTHERN ECHO

510pp
8

Magna

Magna Family Saga Softcover	

March

Margaret Dickinson
Secrets At Bletchley Park

Karen Dickson
A Songbird In Wartime

In 1929, life is tough for ten-year-old Mattie Price, born and raised in the
back streets of Sheffield. With a petty thief for a father, and a mother
who's turned to the bottle, it is left to Mattie and her brother Joe to care
for their three younger siblings.

Shaftesbury, 1936. Mansfield House Hotel has been a refuge for Emily ever
since she was orphaned at the age of 16. Not only did they employ her
as a chambermaid, it's also where she met her fiancé Tom. When theatre
agent Roland stays at the hotel and hears Emily singing, he hatches a plan
to get her away from Tom and make her a star.

Eleven-year-old Victoria Hamilton has all the material possessions that a
young girl could want. But her mother Grace is cold and distant, making
no secret of the fact that she never wanted a child, and Victoria is sent to
boarding school.
In 1940, Mattie and Victoria meet at Bletchley Park, where an unlikely
friendship between them is born. They can tell no one, not even their
families, about their work. But keeping secrets is second nature for both
of them...
Readers' Reviews:
...read it in little over a day
as it was a real page turner.
Absolutely loved it.

Six years later, Emily has made a name for herself as 'The Bristol Songbird'.
Her love for Tom is still as strong as ever, but she's not heard from him
since that fateful night long ago...
Will Emily and Tom find their way back to one another? Or will the war –
and Roland – keep them apart?

A brand new wartime family
saga, perfect for fans of Rosie
Goodwin and Val Wood

Enticing, captivating and so
much more...

600pp

432pp

Rosie James
The War Girls

Daisy Styles
Home Fires And Spitfires

1939. A young, unmarried mother, Abigail Wilson loves her small daughter
Emily Grace, whose absent father doesn't even know she exists. But life
in an isolated rural cottage, with judgemental and domineering Aunt
Edna, has become untenable. Mother and daughter set off to Bristol,
determined to make a fresh start. Though the city is overwhelming for
a country girl, a chance encounter with the gregarious Eileen and Carrie
leads to friendships being formed But as the dangers of war loom closer,
will Abigail be able to keep herself and her daughter safe?

1940. Tucked on the edge of the Lake District lies Mary Vale, a Mother and
Baby Home open to unmarried women. Amongst the residents, three very
different mums-to-be are brought together in friendship. Shipyard welder
Gracie Price, pregnant by a married man, is angry at her own foolishness.
The father of WAAF Diana Bishop's unborn baby had been eager to marry
her by special licence, but now he’s missing in action. Widowed Zelda
Fischer has travelled miles to reach the sanctuary of the home – although
she is a Jewish refugee, the other residents resent the presence of a
German in their midst. Meanwhile, Ward Sister Ada Dale is growing close
to the new doctor, Jamie Reid...

Readers' Reviews:
Rosie James, you've done it
again. Another enjoyable book,
which made one feel, you were
there!

9

Wartime Midwives Series
Readers' Reviews:
Lovely read, looking forward to
the next book in this series.

I read this book one cold winter's
day, could not put it down, lovely
story of courage and hope.

Once again, Daisy Styles
manages to write a book that I
could not put down...

468pp

450pp

Isis Softcover 		
Matt Cain
The Secret Life Of Albert Entwistle

Kjell Ola Dahl
The Assistant

Albert Entwistle was a postman. It was one of the few things everyone
knew about him. And it was one of the few things he was comfortable
with people knowing.

Oslo, 1938. War is in the air and Europe is in turmoil. Hitler's Germany has
occupied Austria and is threatening Czechoslovakia; there's a civil war in
Spain and Mussolini reigns in Italy. When a woman turns up at the office
of police-turned-private investigator Ludvig Paaske, he and his assistant
– his one-time nemesis and former drug-smuggler Jack Rivers – begin a
seemingly straightforward investigation into marital infidelity. But all is not
what it seems, and when Jack is accused of murder, the trail leads back to
the 1920s, to prohibition-era Norway, to the smugglers, sex workers and
hoodlums of his criminal past, and an extraordinary secret.

Sixty-four-year-old Albert Entwistle has been a postie in a quiet town in
Northern England for all his life, living alone since the death of his mam
eighteen years ago. He keeps himself to himself. He always has. But he's
just learned he'll be forced to retire at his next birthday. With no friends
and nothing to look forward to, the lonely future he faces terrifies him. He
realises it's finally time to be honest about who he is. He must learn to ask
for what he wants. And he must find the courage to look for the man that,
many years ago, he lost – but has never forgotten...
A heart-warming, joyous love
story – original, hopeful and
totally charming. ADELE PARKS

Dark, gritty and compulsive...
feels like a classic of the genre.
WILLIAM RYAN

Will put a smile on everyone's
face... A great big hug of a
book! MICHAEL BALL, RADIO 2

A stylish standalone thriller...
Dahl ratchets up the tension
from the first pages and never
lets go. SUNDAY TIMES

Romance 450pp

Thriller 366pp

Sally Rooney
Beautiful World, Where Are You

Ryan Wilson
Let That Be A Lesson

Alice, a novelist, meets Felix, who works in a warehouse, and asks him
if he'd like to travel to Rome with her. In Dublin, her best friend Eileen is
getting over a break-up and slips back into flirting with Simon, a man she
has known since childhood.

A Teacher's Life In The Classroom

Alice, Felix, Eileen and Simon are still young – but life is catching up with
them. They desire each other, they delude each other, they get together,
they break apart. They worry about sex and friendship and the world they
live in. Are they standing in the last lighted room before the darkness,
bearing witness to something? Will they find a way to believe in a
beautiful world?

Magnificent... Rooney is the best
young novelist – indeed one of
the best novelists – I've read in
years. OLIVIA LAING

Isis

January

From the age of eight, Ryan Wilson dreamt of being a teacher. This is
the inside story of his time at the chalkface, from fresh-faced trainee
with grand ideals to exhausted assistant head battling ever-changing
government demands. It is a tribute to the colleagues who befriended
him and to the chaotic, brilliant, maddening students who inspired and
enraged him. From Sean, the wannabe gangster with a soft heart, to
David, the king of innuendo, and terrifyingly clever Amelia. And, above all,
it's about the lessons they taught him: how to be patient and resilient,
how to live authentically and how to value every day.

Readers' Reviews:
...a joy to read from cover to
cover... There is something in
this for everyone.

The book moved me to tears
more than once... Rooney's best
novel. THE TIMES

...will have you laughing out
loud one moment, and deeply
affected another. Highly
recommended.

Literary 354pp

N/F: Memoir 282pp
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Isis Softcover 		

February

Sam Binnie
The Kindness Project

Mike Hollow
The Blitz Detective

The locals of the Cornish village of Polperran are grieving the sudden loss
of Bea Kimbrel, a cornerstone of their small community. Now her reclusive,
estranged daughter Alice has turned up, keen to tie up Bea's affairs and
move on.

September 1940. The sun is shining, and in the midst of the good weather
Londoners could be mistaken for forgetting their country is at war – until
the familiar wail of the air-raid sirens heralds an enemy attack. The Blitz
has started, and normal life has abruptly ended – but crime has not.

But Alice receives a strange bequest from Bea – a collection of unfinished
tasks to help out those in Polperran most in need. As each little act brings
her closer to understanding her mother, it also begins to offer Alice the
courage to open her clamped-shut heart. Perhaps Bea's project will finally
unlock the powerful secrets both women have been keeping...

That night, a man's body is discovered in an unmarked van in the back
streets of West Ham. When Detective Inspector John Jago is called to
the scene, he recognises the victim: local Justice of the Peace, Charles
Villiers. The death looks suspicious, but then a German bomb obliterates
all evidence. War or no war, murder is still murder, and it's Jago's job to
find out the truth.

I absolutely loved it – what a
wise, brilliant book – so well
observed on families and love
and the secrets we keep.
RACHEL LUCAS

The first in the Blitz Detective
Series
I was enthralled. Mike Hollow
and DI Jago have a new fan.
PETER LOVESEY
With atmosphere so thick you
can feel the dust from the
bombed-out rubble at the back
of your throat... Not to be
missed. JAMES R BENN

General Fiction

336pp

Historical Mystery 360pp

Alexander McCall Smith
The Man With The Silver Saab

J.D. Robb
Forgotten In Death

Detective Ulf Varg is a man of refined tastes, and quite familiar with the
art scene in Malmö. So when art historian Anders Kindgren visits the
Department of Sensitive Crimes to report a series of bizarre acts that have
been committed against him, Ulf and his team swing into action. Fish
stuffed into the air vents of Kindgren's car and a manipulated footnote in
a publication would be cause enough for an investigation – but when a
painting Kindgren had confidently appraised as genuine is later declared
to be a fake, it's clear that someone is out to tarnish his reputation.
Meanwhile, Ulf is also weathering personal issues, which quickly spiral out
of control, and lead to him being investigated himself...

Lieutenant Eve Dallas hasn't even arrived at work when her first call of the
day comes in. Alva Quirk – 46 years old, sidewalk sleeper – was beaten to
death with a crowbar. Eve has barely had time to examine the crime scene
when her second victim of the morning is discovered just a block away.
Make that second and third. Jane Doe – a well-dressed young mother and
her baby shot and buried over 40 years ago. Two very different victims in
the same location with no one to claim them. To uncover the truth Eve
must delve into a world of family businesses, Russian mobsters and shady
dealings.

In Death Series
The Varg Series
McCall Smith's continuing
warm-heartedness makes Ulf
such unfailingly good company.
READER'S DIGEST
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J.D. Robb is a fantastic storyteller
who knows how to keep the
pages flying by.
KARIN SLAUGHTER

Wonderfully soothing and
relaxing. DAILY TELEGRAPH

One of my all-time favourite
authors...one of my all-time
favourite series. J.D. Robb never
disappoints! LISA GARDNER

Mystery 276pp

Crime 426pp

Isis Softcover 		
Belinda Bauer
Exit

Lissa Evans
V For Victory

Meet Felix Pink – the most unlikely murderer you'll ever have the good
fortune to spend time with.

It's late 1944. Hitler's flying bombs are slamming down on London with
vicious regularity, and it's the coldest winter in living memory. Allied victory
is on its way, but it's bloody well dragging its feet.

When Felix lets himself in to Number 3 Black Lane, he's there to perform
an act of charity: to keep a dying man company as he takes his final breath.
But just fifteen minutes later, he's on the run from the police after making
the biggest mistake of his life.
Now his world is turned upside down as he must find out if he's really to
blame for a man's death – or if something much more sinister is at play.
All while staying one shaky step ahead of the law...

In a large house next to Hampstead Heath, Vee is just about scraping by,
with a herd of lodgers to feed, and her teenaged charge Noel to clothe
and educate. When she witnesses a road accident and finds herself in
court, the repercussions are both unexpectedly marvellous and potentially
disastrous – because Vee is not actually the person she's pretending to be.
And neither is Noel...

Quirky, charming, intensely
human, important...and very
suspenseful. I loved it.
LEE CHILD

This book is complete heaven...
A gorgeous, word-perfect,
deeply pleasurable novel to lose
yourself in. INDIA KNIGHT

Fresh, funny, flawless. The best
crime novel you'll read this year.
CLARE MACKINTOSH

Inspiring, moving, warm and
wry...wonderful!
MARIAN KEYES

Mystery 396pp

Historical Fiction 312pp

Elly Griffiths
The Midnight Hour

Freya Sampson
The Last Library

Brighton, 1965. When theatrical impresario Bert Billington is found dead
in his retirement home, no one suspects foul play. But when the postmortem reveals that he was poisoned, suspicion falls on his wife, eccentric
former music hall star Verity Malone. Frustrated by the police response to
Bert's death and determined to prove her innocence, Verity calls in private
detective duo Emma Holmes and Sam Collins. This is their first real case,
but as luck would have it, they have a friend on the inside: Max Mephisto,
currently filming The Prince Of Darkness, starring Bert's son Seth. But
when they question Max, they feel he isn't telling them the whole story.
Emma and Sam must vie with the police to untangle the case and bring
the killer to justice.

Lonely librarian June Jones has never left the sleepy English village where
she grew up. Shy and reclusive, she would rather spend her time buried in
books than venture out into the world. But when her library is threatened
with closure, June is forced to emerge from behind the shelves to save the
heart of her community and the place that holds the dearest memories
of her mother. A ragtag band of eccentric locals establishes the Friends
of Chalcot Library campaign: gentlemanly Stanley (who visits for the
computers and crosswords); cantankerous Mrs Bransworth (who is yet to
find a book she approves of); and teenager Chantal (who just wants a
quiet place to study away from home). Meanwhile, a kindhearted lawyer
– June’s old school friend Alex Chen – is also willing to lend a helping
hand...

The Stephens and Mephisto
Series
Beneath the smooth, swan-like
progression of Elly Griffith's
sentences there is a lot going
on. She is a witty writer... If only
all history mysteries could be as
good as The Midnight Hour.
THE TIMES

Mystery 324pp

Isis

March

A wonderfully warm and
uplifting story of kindness,
community, love and libraries.
The Last Library made me laugh,
cry, cheer and want to champion
all of our fabulous libraries.
CLARE POOLEY
I really loved this from start to
finish. A brilliant first novel.
KATIE FFORDE

General Fiction 330pp
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Aurora Softcover 		

January

Hope Adams
Dangerous Women

Suzanne Frankham
Shadow Over Edmund Street

One hundred and eighty petty convicts are on board the Rajah, all
sentenced to transportation to Australia. Kezia makes it her duty to redeem
them, enlisting a select few to create an intricate quilt. With each stitch,
they are tied closer together. Then one woman is murdered, and Kezia's
work is threatened. She maintains faith in her friends' innocence, even
when the men leading the investigation do not. But if Kezia can't find the
killer, how can she save them?

Edwina is an old-school battler. Her life revolves around the church and
her job unpacking vegetables early in the morning, while around her a
new generation turns Ponsonby into a trendy, uber-chic suburb. It is a
chance win in a church raffle – a gym membership – that changes her life.
She meets different people; makes a new young friend named Rose, and
transforms herself: a metamorphosis, Rose calls it.
And then Edwina is murdered.
Detective Alex Cameron and his team, Jerry and Marion, investigate. It's a
casual comment from Rose which sends them trawling through Edwina's
childhood – a time when Ponsonby was tougher, poverty carved a deep
scar, and some people would do anything to escape...

Beautifully written an epic sea
voyage with an intriguing murder
mystery...an unputdownable
read. KATIE FFORDE

...an absolute ripper. ...this novel
moves along at a cracking pace,
and kept me guessing all the
way.

Masterful plotting, well-drawn
characters... an immensely
satisfying read. THE GUARDIAN

...addictive reading at its best...

Historical Fiction 354pp

Crime 306pp

Mandy Magro
Home Sweet Home

Emma Young
The Last Bookshop

Sienna Lewis dreams of giving her daughter Zara the life and big family
she deserves. For now, though, she can only focus on her work at the
hospital. But when she connects with a new patient who has driven
away nearly everyone in his life, she is astounded when he leaves her his
sprawling Far North Queensland property.

Cait is a bookshop owner and book nerd. Her social life revolves around
her mobile bookselling service, which hand-picks titles for elderly clients,
particularly the grandmotherly June. After a tough decade, Book Fiend is
the last bookshop in the central business district, and the last independent
retailer on a street given over to high-end labels. Profits are small, but
clients are loyal. When James breezes into Book Fiend, Cait realises life
might hold more than her shop and her cat – but while the new romance
distracts her, luxury chain stores are circling Book Fiend's prime location,
and a more personal tragedy is looming.

Mason King has worked tirelessly to follow in the footsteps of his beloved
neighbour Max, by raising ethically farmed cattle – despite the stream of
disapproval from his old-fashioned father. Little does he know that Max,
having seen sparks fly between Mason and Sienna, has set up his own
plan to bring Sienna to town.
As new neighbours, Mason and Sienna discover they cherish similar things
in life, and are drawn to each other. But there's a secret between them that
could ruin everything...
Readers' Reviews:
I love reading Mandy's books.
This one will certainly have me in
tears in places.
A beautiful story...couldn't put
this one down and didn't want
it to end.

Rural Romance 330pp
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Readers' Reviews:

Readers' Reviews:
This was a great read... Highly
recommended.
Tissues may be required, but
this novel will undoubtedly leave
your heart warmed and inspired.

General Fiction 348pp

Aurora Softcover 		
AnneMarie Brear
Beyond The Distant Hills

Elle Croft
The Guilty Wife

Australia, 1853. Settled in the colony, Ellen is determined to make a happy
new life for her family, and forget the horrors of famine-struck Ireland.
Married for security, she works hard developing their estate in order to
give her children the privileged life they could have only imagined back
home.

Photographer Bethany Reston is happily married. But she's also having
an affair with a famous client, billionaire Calum Bradley. Then Calum is
stabbed to death at a Tube station, and suddenly Bethany is drowning in
grief – which she must hide from everyone around her.

However, danger lurks when a man from her past threatens her beloved
sons; and when her marriage begins to crumble, all that she thought was
safe is suddenly in jeopardy. Rafe Hamilton loves Ellen, but she is married
to another; yet when he is faced with helping her once more, he doesn't
hesitate to act. Only he makes a mistake which could cost him everything
he always wanted...
Distant Series
Reader's Review:
Poignant, powerful and searingly
emotional, AnneMarie Brear
stands shoulder to shoulder with
the finest works by some of the
genre's greatest writers such
as Catherine Cookson, Audrey
Howard and Rosamunde Pilcher.

But someone knows about their secret liaison. Someone is sending
Bethany threats – messages, photographs, dead flowers. And someone
wants the police to focus on her as the prime suspect.
The only way Bethany can prove her own innocence is by finding her
lover's killer herself...

A gripping tale of betrayal,
deceit, and duplicity. Fabulous.
JENNY BLACKHURST
Relentless and intense... I loved
the final twist. K.L. SLATER

Saga 306pp

Mystery 336pp

Karen Herbert
The River Mouth

Nicky Pellegrino
To Italy, With Love

Ten years ago, fifteen-year-old Darren Davies was shot dead at the river
mouth. The killer was never found.

Assunta has given up on love. She might run her little trattoria in the most
romantic mountain town in Italy but love just seems to have passed her by.

Now, Darren's mother Sandra receives a visit from the police. Her best
friend Barbara Russell has also been found dead, out in the bush. And
Barbara's DNA matches the DNA found under Darren's fingernails.

Sarah-Jane is finished with love. She's hiring an old convertible and driving
around Italy this summer – it's the perfect way to forget all about her
hot celebrity ex-boyfriend! But when Sarah-Jane's van breaks down in
Montenello, she has to stay longer than she intended! And the trouble is,
love is everywhere...

When the investigation into Darren's murder is reopened, Sandra begins to
question what she knew about her best friend. As she digs, she discovers
that there are many secrets in her small town – and that her late son had
his own, too...

Aurora

February

A brilliant new voice in Australian
crime fiction.
DAVID WHISH-WILSON

Love happens when you least
expect it...

Crime 342pp

General Fiction 366pp
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March

Sophie Green
Thursdays At Orange Blossom House

J.P. Pomare
The Last Guests

At seventy-four, cane farmer Grace Maud is feeling her age, and her
isolation, and thinks the best of life may be behind her. Elsewhere in town,
high school teacher Patricia has given up on her dreams of travel and
adventure and has moved back home to look after her ageing parents.
Meanwhile, café owner Dorothy is struggling to accept that she may never
have the baby she and her husband so desperately want.

Newlyweds Lina and Cain don’t make it out to their vacation home on
gorgeous Lake Tarawera as often as they'd like, so when Cain suggests
they rent the property out to holidaymakers, Lina reluctantly agrees. While
the home has been special to her family for generations, their neighbours
are all signing up to host renters – and to be honest, she and Cain could
use the extra money. What could go wrong?

Each woman has an unspoken need: reconnection. And that's how they
find themselves at Orange Blossom House, surrounded by perfumed
rainforest, being encouraged by their lively yoga teacher Sandrine.
Together, they will find courage and strength – and discover that life has
much more to offer than they ever expected...

At first, Lina is amazed at how quickly guests line up to book – and at how
much they're willing to pay. But both Lina and Cain have been keeping
secrets. Secrets that won't be kept out by a new alarm system or a locked
cupboard. Secrets it seems someone else knows...

Heart-warming. HELLO

A twisty thriller with an ending I
didn't see coming.
MEGAN GOLDIN

Will have you laughing and
crying. YOURS

General Fiction 504pp

Mystery 402pp

Michael Robotham
When You Are Mine

Vanda Symon
Faceless

Despite being the daughter of a notorious London gangster, Philomena
McCarthy has defied the odds and become a promising young officer
with the Metropolitan Police. Called to the scene of a domestic assault,
she rescues a young woman: Tempe Brown, the girlfriend of a decorated
detective. The incident is hushed up, but Phil has unwittingly made a
dangerous enemy with powerful friends.

Worn down by a job he hates and a stressful family life, middleaged, middle-class Bradley picks up a teenage escort and commits an
unspeakable crime. Now she's tied up in his warehouse, and he doesn't
know what to do.

Determined to protect each other, the two women strike up a tentative
friendship. Tempe is thoughtful and sweet, and makes herself indispensable
to Phil; but sinister things keep happening, and something isn't quite right
about the stories Tempe tells. When a journalist with links to both Phil's
father and Tempe's boyfriend is found floating in the Thames, Phil doesn't
know where to turn, who to blame – or who she can trust...
A page-turner featuring a feisty
heroine. IRISH INDEPENDENT

Mystery 594pp

Max is homeless, eating from rubbish bins, sleeping rough and barely
existing – known for cadging a cigarette from anyone passing, and
occasionally even the footpath. Nobody really sees Max – but he has one
friend, and she's gone missing.
In order to find her, Max is going to have to call on some people from his
past, and reopen wounds that have remained unhealed for a very long
time...
Reader's Review:
Again Vanda Symon's writing is
so easy to read. And keeps up
the suspense. Love her stories,
know they are fiction but could
so easily be based on fact, in fact
they probably are.

Thriller *pp
page numbers not available
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January

Jill Barry
The Captain's Bride

Philippa Carey
The Lady At The Inn

Debbie Chase
Romance On The Run

Liz Harris
Word Perfect

256pp

248pp

296pp

320pp

Teresa Ashby
Nowhere Like Home

Sarah Evans
Fugitive Love

Dawn Knox
Finding Eden

Fenella J. Miller
The Duke's Decision

248pp

312pp

318pp

The Reluctant Duke Series

Linford Romance

Linford Romance Softcover 		

February

344pp

March

Angela Britnell
A Cornish Summer At
Pear Tree Farm

Emma Davies
Spring Fever

Denise Robins
The Madness Of Love

Linda Tyler
Summer Intrigue

Appleyard Farm Series

*pp

312pp

344pp

232pp

page numbers not available
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Linford Western

Linford Western Softcover 		
January

Dan Cushman
The Ripper From
Rawhide

Stephen
Overholser
Shadow Valley Rising

Wayne D.
Overholser
Gateway House

360pp

408pp

328pp

George Arthur
Open Range Fury

John Davage
No Place To Hide

James Hitt
Bodie

Corba Sunman
Arizona Mayhem

280pp

248pp

288pp

232pp

Frank Chandler
Two Trees Hollow

Alvin Ford
Brody's Pledge

Alex Hawksville
Purgatory

I.J. Parnham
The Vengeful Deputy

248pp

248pp

224pp

200pp

Paul S. Powers
Desert Justice
400pp

February

March
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Forthcoming titles for April – June 2022
Charnwood

A Wedding In Provence by Katie Fforde
One Step Too Far by Lisa Gardner

Magna

A Mother’s Love by Daisy Styles
Hope In The Valleys by Francesca Capaldi

Isis

Fast Track by Stephen Leather
Echoes In The Cotswolds
by Rebecca Tope

Aurora

Wild Place by Christian White
Bombproof by Michael Robotham
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