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Phillipa Ashley
An Endless Cornish Summer

S.J. Bennett
A Three Dog Problem

For Rose, every day is a gift. She narrowly survived a life-threatening illness
and owes everything to her anonymous bone marrow donor. Determined
to thank him, Rose follows a trail of clues that lead her to the little Cornish
fishing village of Falford.

Queen Elizabeth II is having a royal nightmare. A referendum divides the
nation, a tumultuous election grips the United States – and the body of
a staff member is found dead beside Buckingham Palace swimming pool.
Is it a tragic accident, as the police think? Or is something more sinister
going on?

But things become complicated when Rose is drawn into local life, getting
involved in the legendary Falford Regatta, and meeting the handsome
Morvah brothers – one of whom might just be the man she's looking for.
But which one?
Can Rose find the answer she's searching for, or will she lose her heart
before the summer is over?

The ultimate summer reading
escape! YOURS MAGAZINE

As Her Majesty looks for answers, her trusted assistant Rozie is on the trail
of a treasured painting that once hung outside the Queen's bedroom. But
when Rozie receives a threatening anonymous letter, Elizabeth knows dark
forces are at work – far too close to home. After all, though the staff and
public may not realise it, she is the keenest sleuth among them. Sometimes
it takes a Queen's eye to see connections where no one else can...
Queen Elizabeth II Series
A pitch-perfect murder mystery.
RUTH WARE
A delightful read. BBC RADIO 2

Romance 402pp

Mystery 384pp

Barbara Taylor Bradford
A Man Of Honour

Patricia Cornwell
Autopsy

Orphaned and alone, thirteen-year-old Blackie O'Neill must leave North
Kerry to find work and put food in his mouth. His only chance of survival
lies with his mother's brother, far away in Leeds.

Forensic pathologist Kay Scarpetta has returned to Virginia as the chief
medical examiner, inheriting not only an overbearing secretary, but a
legacy of neglect – and potential corruption. She and her husband Benton
Wesley, now a forensic psychologist with the U.S. Secret Service, have
relocated to Old Town Alexandria where she's headquartered five miles
from the Pentagon in a post-pandemic world that's been torn by civil and
political unrest.

There, amid the noise and bustle, the mills and manufactories of the
clothing industry that have made Leeds one of England's most prosperous
cities, Blackie's spark of ambition becomes a flame. Working in his uncle's
business, he nurtures a dream of throwing off the impotence of poverty, of
building houses and perhaps even of becoming a gentleman.
And then, high on the Yorkshire moors, in the mists of a winter morning,
he meets a maid called Emma Harte. And as the Victorian world gives way
to the freedom of the Edwardian age, so a young man and a servant girl
seize a chance, against the odds, to build a better life...
Emma Harte Series
The long-awaited prequel to
A Woman Of Substance

After just weeks on the job, she's called to a body on the railroad tracks.
But there's more to the dead woman than meets the eye, and Scarpetta
suspects an obfuscated connection between this corpse and another.
Meanwhile, a catastrophe occurs in a top-secret laboratory in orbit,
with two scientists aboard the craft suspected to be injured or dead.
With the help of video links and
two astronauts, Scarpetta must
remotely work a crime scene in
space.
The Kay Scarpetta Series
...an outstanding company of
characters, a horrific crime, and
a surprising ending...
LIBRARY JOURNAL

Saga 462pp
1

Mystery

378pp
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Jeffery Deaver
The Midnight Lock

E.C.R. Lorac
Fire In The Thatch

A woman awakes in the morning to find that someone has picked
her apartment's apparently impregnable door lock – and, terrifyingly,
rearranged her personal items, even sitting beside her as she slept. Lincoln
Rhyme and Amelia Sachs are brought in to investigate and soon learn that
this brilliant, sociopathic intruder, styling themself as 'the Locksmith', can
break through any lock or security system ever devised. With more victims
on the horizon, Rhyme, Sachs and their stable of associates must try to
follow the evidence to the culprit's lair, and discover what the true mission
might be. But their hunt is interrupted when an internal investigation in
the police force uncovers what seems to be a crucial mistake in one of
Rhyme's previous cases...

The Second World War is drawing to a close. Nicholas Vaughan, invalided
out of the Royal Navy, takes refuge in Devon, renting Little Thatch in the
beautiful countryside at Mallory Fitzjohn. Hard work and rural peace
make it a happy bachelor life for him.
At Manor Thatch lives the bored, flirtatious June St Cyres, an exile from
London, staying with her father-in-law while her husband Denis is being
held prisoner in Burma. She resents the fact that Vaughan was granted
the tenancy of Little Thatch over her friend Tommy Gressingham, an
entrepreneur whose ambition is to build a country club in the area.
When Little Thatch is destroyed in a blaze, all Vaughan's work goes up
in smoke – and Chief Inspector Macdonald is drafted in to uncover a
motive for murder...

Charnwood

April – May

The Lincoln Rhyme Series
British Library Crime Classics
The Midnight Lock is yet another
superhit... I loved it and am ever
ready for more! MYSTERY AND
SUSPENSE MAGAZINE

Readers' Reviews:
Good cosy crime.
...engaging and well told...

Thriller 462pp

Classic Crime 276pp

Joanna Cannon
A Tidy Ending

Katie Fforde
A Wedding In Provence

Linda lives a nice, normal life – a relief, after the dark events of her
childhood. But she wonders if this is all there is – pushing the Hoover
round and cooking fish fingers is a far cry from the glamorous lifestyle
she sees in the glossy catalogues coming through the door for the house's
previous occupant.

1963. Alexandra arrives at a chateau in Provence: old, substantial, its four
large towers seeming to grow out of the soil. It is, she thinks, reassuring
in its permanence and solidity.

Her husband Terry isn't perfect – he tracks dirt through the house and
spends most of his time in front of the TV. But that seems fairly standard –
until he starts keeping odd hours at work, at around the same time young
women start to go missing in the neighbourhood.
If Linda could just track down Rebecca, who lived in the house before
them, maybe some of that perfection would rub off on her. But the grass
isn't always greener: there's something nasty lurking behind the net
curtains on Cavendish Avenue...
I literally put the light on in the
middle of the night in order to
carry on reading it. Compelling,
sinister, brilliantly written...
KATIE FFORDE

General Fiction 416pp

Less reassuring are the three silent children waiting for her inside, her
charges for a month: a boy and two girls badly in need of some love,
attention, and an English education.
Fresh from London and a recent cookery course, Alexandra has always
loved a challenge and feels equipped to deal with most things life throws
at her. What she is less sure about is whether she'll be able to deal with
the children's father – an impossibly good-looking French count with
whom she is trying very hard not to fall in love...

...the perfect author to bring
comfort in difficult times. She
really is the queen of uplifting,
feel good romance. AJ PEARCE

General Fiction 444pp
2
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May

Lisa Gardner
One Step Too Far

Jenni Hicks
One Day In April

Timothy O'Day disappeared during his bachelor party campout in
Shoshone National Forest. Five years later, he's still missing. But his father
Martin has been searching constantly for him, even though it's now a
hunt for a body. Tim's mother Patrice, is dying of cancer, and wants to be
buried next to her son.

On Saturday 15th April 1989, Jenni Hicks, her husband Trevor, and their
two daughters Sarah and Vicki went to watch a football match. It was to
be their last day as a family. Sarah and Vicki didn't come home, and Jenni's
world was changed forever.

Frankie Elkin is an average middle-aged woman – not a detective, or
private investigator. But finding missing people is what she does. When
the police have given up, when the public no longer remembers, she starts
looking.
Now she joins a motley crew – Martin, Tim's friends from that night, a
search-dog handler, a local guide, and a Bigfoot hunter – in the latest
attempt to locate Tim's remains. But as they head into the forest, what
they don't know is that they are
putting their own lives on the line...

Since that fateful day, Jenni has tirelessly campaigned for justice for her
own and others' families. This is a story of what came before and after the
Hillsborough tragedy: a mother's love, her unimaginable bravery, a flame
of hope that never died, and a decades-long quest for justice.
With the final court cases coming to a conclusion in spring 2021, Jenni's
role as the longest-serving committee member of the Hillsborough Family
Support Group is coming to an end – and she can finally give herself
permission to grieve solely as a mother, rather than as a campaigner.
A Hillsborough Story

Frankie Elkin Series
Will have you flipping pages at
breakneck speed, guessing and
gasping. LINWOOD BARCLAY

Thriller 408pp

N/F: Autobiography 279pp

Jonathan Kellerman &
Jesse Kellerman
The Burning

Eve Smith
Off-Target

When a wealthy man is found murdered in his hilltop home, Deputy
Coroner Clay Edison is shocked to discover a link to his own brother Luke
on the scene. Luke is fresh out of prison and struggling to stay on the
straight and narrow. But surely he's not a killer?
When Luke goes missing, the case becomes even more fraught for Clay.
He knows that the conflict between family and the truth could take him
down the wrong path. Is his brother capable of murder? Or could he be
a victim too...
As wildfires and blackouts sweep through the state of California, the truth
will only get harder to find.
Clay Edison Series
A riveting, emotional thriller
from the bestselling writing
team who deliver 'brilliant,
page-turning fiction.
STEPHEN KING

Thriller 379pp
3

In an all-too-possible near future, when genetic engineering has become
the norm for humans, parents are prepared to take incalculable risks to
ensure that their babies are perfect, altering genes that may cause illness,
and more...
Susan has been trying for a baby for years, and when a one-night stand
makes her dream come true, she'll do anything to ensure her husband
doesn't find out – including the unthinkable. She believes her secret is
safe. For now.
But as governments embark on a genetic arms race and children around
the globe start experiencing a host of distressing symptoms, something
truly horrendous is unleashed. Because those children have only one thing
in common, and people are starting to ask questions...
A longed-for baby.
An unthinkable decision.
A deadly mistake.
...captivating, thoughtprovoking... PHILIPPA EAST

Science Fiction 419pp
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David Baldacci
One Good Deed

Miles Burton
The Secret Of High Eldersham

Poca City, 1949. Fresh from serving time for a crime he didn't commit,
Aloysius Archer is ready to put the past behind him and start again.
Freedom never tasted so sweet. But who can he trust?

Samuel Whitehead, former policeman and now landlord of the Rose
and Crown, is a newcomer to the lonely East Anglian village of High
Eldersham. When he is found stabbed to death in his pub, and Scotland
Yard are called to the scene, it seems that the veil dividing the village from
the outside world is about to be lifted. Detective-Inspector Young forms a
theory about the case so utterly impossible that merely entertaining the
suspicion makes him doubt his own sanity.

Accepting a job as a debt collector for the local tycoon, he gets embroiled
in a long-running feud between the town's most dangerous residents.
When one of them is found dead, Archer is the number one suspect –
framed for murder.
A bloody game is being played in this town. Should Archer run – or fight
for the truth?

Surrounded by sinister forces beyond his understanding, and feeling the
need of rational assistance, Young calls on brilliant amateur Desmond
Merrion. Soon Merrion falls for the charms of a local young woman, Mavis
Owerton. But does she know more about the secrets of the village than
she is willing to admit?

Aloysius Archer Series

British Library Crime Classics

...a plot as deep and twisty as
the setting. KATHY REICHS

Readers' Reviews:

Charnwood

June

...a wonderful plot...I could not
put it down.
...most enjoyable.

Thriller 541pp

Classic Crime 312pp

Alys Clare
Magic In The Weave

Emma Donoghue
The Pull Of The Stars

October 1604. Plague has hit London, and the theatres are closed. But
the capital's loss is Plymouth's gain, when a London theatre troupe, the
Company, arrive on their 'Plague Tour'.

Dublin, 1918. In a country doubly ravaged by war and disease, Nurse
Julia Power works at an understaffed hospital in the city centre, in a ward
where expectant mothers who have come down with an unfamiliar flu are
quarantined together. Into Julia's regimented world step two outsiders:
Doctor Kathleen Lynn, on the run from the police, and a young volunteer
helper, Bridie Sweeney.

Country physician Gabriel Taverner is bewitched and unnerved by the
Company's sexually charged staging of Othello. But when Gabriel's friend
tells him of a dangerous, whispered conversation overheard during a brief
break, he is relieved the Company will soon be on their way.
Then one of the actors collapses, and Gabriel finds himself caught in a
waking nightmare, where nothing is as it appears. Death is stalking the
Company – but how can Gabriel hope to catch a cold-blooded killer, if he
can't even trust the evidence of his own eyes?
Gabriel Taverner Series
A haunting, eerie tale with
otherworldly twists... BOOKLIST

Historical Mystery 373pp

In the darkness and intensity of this tiny ward, over the course of three
days, these women change each other's lives in unexpected ways. They
lose patients to this baffling pandemic, but they also shepherd new life
into a fearful world. With tireless tenderness and humanity, carers and
mothers alike somehow do their impossible work.
Donoghue offers vivid characters
and a gripping portrait of a
world beset by a pandemic
and political uncertainty. A
fascinating read in these difficult
times. BOOKLIST

Historical Fiction 348pp
4
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June

Araminta Hall
Hidden Depths

Veronica Henry
The Impulse Purchase

1912. Lily is pregnant, travelling on the Titanic with her husband, maid
and doctor so that she can give birth near her beloved family in the United
States. But her husband Henry is not the man he claims to be – and it
dawns on Lily that she is more prisoner than passenger. When she meets
widower Lawrence, she knows he's her final chance for help.

Cherry, Maggie and Rose are mother, daughter and granddaughter. They
have always been close; so when, in a moment of impulse, Cherry buys a
gorgeous but rundown pub in Rushbrook, the village she grew up in, it
soon becomes a family affair.

But Lawrence is the only person aboard this unsinkable ship who already
knows that he will not disembark in New York. Bereft without his beloved
Cissy, he has decided to end his life. For the sake of his young son Alec,
he intends to stage an apparently accidental fall overboard amidst
the majestic icebergs of the North
Atlantic.
Can Lily and Lawrence help each
other to safety, before it's too late?

...an utterly compelling pageturner... KATE HELM

All three women take over The Swan and restore it to its former glory.
Cherry is at the helm, Maggie is in charge of the kitchen, and Rose tends
the picturesque garden that leads down to the river. Before long, the locals
are delighted to find the beating heart of the village is back, bringing all
kinds of surprises through the door.
Could Cherry's impulse purchase
change all their lives – and bring
everyone the happiness they're
searching for?
Sometimes you have to let
your heart rule your head...

Gorgeously written, evocative
and compelling...
SARAH J HARRIS

A joy to read... JILL MANSELL

Suspense 401pp

General Fiction 549pp

Magna
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Lesley Eames
The Wartime Singers

Elaine Everest
The Patchwork Girls

London, 1914. Sick and injured servicemen are returning home and Lizzie
Kellaway and her godmother Margaret Penrose are determined to do
their bit to help them. With Lizzie's beautiful singing voice and Margaret's
talent for the piano, concerts in hospitals and convalescent homes offer
the perfect opportunity to lift the spirits of men who have suffered so
much.

1939. After the sudden and tragic loss of her husband John, Helen
Wentworth returns to her mother's house in Biggin Hill – the one place she
vowed she'd never go back to again. Alone, not knowing where to turn,
she finds herself joining the local women's sewing circle, despite being
hopeless with a needle and thread. These resourceful women can not only
make do and mend with material – their friendship mends something
deeper in Helen too. But when the true reason for John's death comes
to light, her world is turned upside down yet again. Inspector Richard
Gladstone will leave no stone unturned, but it's not long before his interest
in Helen goes beyond the professional. As she pieces together old fabrics
into a beautiful quilt, will she patch
up the rifts in her own life?

When Polly Meadows's fiancé rejects her and leaves for the war, she
doesn't hesitate before travelling to London to be with her childhood
friend, Lizzie. It isn't long before she's persuaded to join their efforts to
entertain the troops. At least while
performing Polly can forget her
troubles and open her soul to the
joy of singing.
With all three women facing
struggles, one thing is certain:
these wartime singers will need
each other more than ever before...

Readers' Reviews:
Once you start reading you
cannot put it down!
Another fab book from an
amazing author.

With war looming, can they
lift the spirits of the troops?

396pp
5

April

366pp

April

Gracie Hart
The Baker's Girl

Terri Nixon
A Cornish Homecoming

Meg just wants to keep her family together. Her mother is desperately ill
and her sister is still in school, so it is up to her to support them.

Liverpool, 1930. Reformed con-artist Leah Marshall has long yearned for
the thrills of her former life. Now she has the chance to relive it all as
an exciting new 'game' beckons, but she soon discovers the rules have
changed. One slip-up and she could lose everything...

All Meg knows to do is bake and desperation leads her to Ted Lund, the
miserly owner of a local bakery. In a moment of uncharacteristic kindness,
he takes pity on Meg and offers her a job.
But Ted's charity ends there. He'll save money at any costs, cutting corners
by using sawdust in his bread, ignoring vermin in his flour, and paying
Meg a pittance.
But despite her mistreatment, Meg can see what the bakery might yet be.
Using her baking skills, can she turn the shop around?

Magna
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Back home in Cornwall, the Foxes are making their own difficult decisions.
An old agreement has turned sour, putting the hotel at risk once more,
and the children are embarking on their own, sometimes perilous, paths.
Matriarch Helen Fox knows she must take charge of her own future.
Should she hold on a little longer, or let go and move on?
But when a new and deadly danger steps through the revolving doors of
Fox Bay Hotel, Helen finds it might not be her choice to make after all...
Fox Family Saga Series

Reader's Review:
Loved this book...just couldn’t
put it down!

Readers' Reviews:
A fabulous trilogy.
A real page turner...

312pp

444pp

Elaine Roberts
Big Dreams For The West End Girls

Daisy Styles
Keep Smiling Through

1915. Working in a bustling café on London's Shaftesbury Avenue, Joyce
Taylor dreams of opening her own restaurant. But when the man she loves
enlists in the war, and a surprise request comes through from her dying
grandmother, Joyce's life gets turned upside down.

Lake District, 1942. The women at Mary Vale's Home for Mothers and
Babies must pull together during their darkest hour... But Sybil would
rather be anywhere else. She hoped to spend the season in London when
an unexpected pregnancy soon put an end to those plans.

Struggling to keep the café afloat with her newfound responsibilities, it's
not long before Joyce starts to feel the pressure might be all too much.
Luckily, her supportive friends Annie and Rose are on hand to help. Despite
all the madness, can Joyce find a way to make her dreams come true? And
will her love story have a happy ending?

While poor Rosie arrives with her two children in tow – their lives torn
apart after their house was bombed.
And when new midwife Edith joins it's clear she has her own secrets to
hide.

The West End Girls Series

Then one day Mary Vale faces the ultimate threat – requisition by the
army – and the mothers and midwives must find comfort and friendship
in one another.

Readers' Reviews:

But can they also find the strength
to fight for their Home?

The first book was brilliant and
this has just got better.

Wartime Midwives Series

Exceptional reading! You will
need tissues...

Readers' Reviews:
Absolutely loved this book.
Can't wait for the next...

414pp

408pp
6
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May

Dilly Court
Runaway Widow

Rosie Goodwin
Time To Say Goodbye

London, 1859. When Lady Patricia Greystone's husband dies suddenly, she
is left with nothing. At twenty-four, she finds herself a penniless widow.
Determined not to return to her family cap in hand, she strikes out on
her own.

Nuneaton, 1935. Kathy has grown up at Treetops home for children, where
Sunday and Tom Branning have always cared for her as one of their own.
She enjoys her life there, surrounded by her beloved horses, and with a
future as a nurse ahead of her.

Patricia's voice is her only hope. She makes her living singing at inns and
on the streets. But a dangerous figure from her family's past is lurking in
the shadows, and before long she finds herself fleeing the city.

Her foster sister Livvy is not as driven as Kathy. Sunday is keen to see both
her girls married, but Livvy has no intention of settling down, and would
much rather spend time with her friends. Meanwhile, Kathy falls for the
wrong man, and her ambitions are soon forgotten as she embarks on a
secret affair.

Without her family around her, will Patricia lose her way?

When a tragic accident occurs, the running of the estate falls into chaos.
The women of Treetops think that things can't get any worse. But then it
is announced that the country is at war once more...
Rockwood Chronicles Series
A vibrant page-turner with
entrancing characters
MARGARET DICKINSON

432pp

444pp

Rosie Hendry
The Mother's Day Victory

Anna Jacobs
A Valley Dream

Norfolk, 1940. As war rages on, the residents of Great Plumstead are
doing all they can to help the war effort, from running the mobile canteen
for the Women's Voluntary Service to organising clothing drives and
collecting salvage. When a young German girl seeks refuge at the local
hall, many welcome her with open arms, while others treat her with
suspicion. But when the government try to send her back, it'll take the
whole community to keep her safe from war.

1935. At 36, Bella Porter is dependent on her abusive cousin, acting as his
unpaid servant. When a kind relative leaves her a house in the village of
Backshaw Moss, Thomas tries to take it from her, but she defies him and
grasps this chance of a new start in Lancashire.
The house is on the edge of a slum and in a state of disrepair. As kind
people help her find her feet, however, her confidence grows and when
she meets struggling, widowed father-of-three Ryan, she begins to hope
she may find the happy family she's always dreamed of.
When Thomas follows her, still after the inheritance, not only is Bella's
newfound happiness threatened but also her life. Can her new friends
help her rid herself of her tormentor once and for all, and finally achieve
her valley dream?

Women On The Home Front
Series
Readers' Reviews:
It's books like this that remind
me why I love reading...

Backshaw Moss Series
Readers' Reviews:
Couldn’t put it down.
Loved it from start to finish.

Fabulous – can't wait to read
the next book.

378pp
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414pp

May – June

Rosie Meddon
Ties That Bind

Daisy Styles
A Mother's Love

After a bomb destroys Esme's London home and kills her son, she moves
to Woodicombe, her old country house in Devon, to begin the impossible
task of recuperating. Soon she is drawn back into the world of espionage,
and as her marriage to Richard starts to crumble, a local airman pulls her
closer.

The Lake District, 1942. Spring is in the air at Mary Vale Mother and Baby
Home. Beautiful Stella has been swept off her feet by a handsome GI.
He proposes when she falls pregnant, but soon after he moves base, his
letters stop.

Meanwhile, Lou awaits confirmation that she can relocate to Canada to
be with her husband Douglas. She notices her father behaving strangely.
With rumours of spies afoot, she needs to learn the truth before anyone
else does.
Lou and Esme still have battles to overcome as the war continues. Will
Esme betray her wedding vows, or can she find her way back to Richard?
The Woodicombe House
Series
Reader's Review:
Wow what a book it is!

Magna
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Lillian has been conscripted as a Land Girl, miles from her home. When
her growing friendship with the married vet with a tragic past turns into
something more, she faces the ultimate sacrifice.
Midwife Ada is getting used to being back at work after the birth of her
own beautiful baby girl. But the women face the biggest challenge of their
lives when the home is engulfed in an outbreak of whooping cough...

Wartime Midwives Series
Three mothers.
Three very different
backgrounds.
Mary Vale will form a bond
they will never forget.

354pp

426pp

Kay Brellend
The Workhouse Sisters

Katie Flynn
The Rose Queen

After escaping the grip of the workhouse, Lily has kept her fiancé’s
business afloat while he is away fighting on the Western Front. Still
battling on, she's now doing her bit for her country as an auxiliary nurse
– but one thing above all else continues to weigh heavily on her heart:
her long-lost sister.

1938. Cadi is chosen to be Rose Queen in the annual Rose Fete. She
is thrilled, but deep down she is desperate to leave the Welsh mining
community where she grew up.

Born just before her mother died, the scandal was hushed-up and the baby
spirited away. But now, at last, there is hope Lily could find her little sister
for she has a clue to go on: the name of the notorious baby farmer who
bought the child all those years ago, Mrs Jolley.
Using all her pluck, and with the help of her two friends Margie and Fanny,
Lily will do anything in her power to find her little sister and save her from
the dark streets of London.
With winter drawing in, and the war
with no end in sight, will she be
able to bring her family together?

When war is declared, Cadi and her best friend Poppy see a chance to
escape. Cadi leaves behind her parents and local boy Aled, whom she is
meant to marry, for Liverpool.
But city life doesn't bring the opportunities they'd hoped for.
They secure jobs in a local pub, and Cadi's blossoming relationship with
a handsome dock worker deepens after he rescues her from a terrifying
encounter.
But when Aled unexpectedly appears Cadi finds her worlds colliding again.
Now the Rose Queen must decide:
who will become her King?
Readers' Reviews:
A nostalgic read full of endearing
characters.

Workhouse To War Series

452pp

A thoroughly enjoyable read.

378pp
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Emma Hornby
A Mother's Betrayal

Maggie Mason
The Halfpenny Girls At War

Manchester, 1867. Mara longs for a peaceful life free of violence and
poverty. But she has married into the O'Hara family, who have a reputation
for their drunkenness and quick tempers. Her eldest stepson Conrad is the
worst of them all – a brute and a criminal who makes Mara's life a misery.

As war approaches, Alice, Edith and Marg fear for the safety of their
families, while trying to decide the best way they can do their bit for their
country.

But then Conrad is accused of a crime he didn't commit, and Mara is the
only one who can prove his innocence. Perhaps this is her chance to finally
free her family from his toxic influence...

Alice decides to volunteer with the Red Cross, helping those most in need,
Marg is preparing to marry her true love at the most dangerous of times,
and Edith hopes to finally realise her dream of becoming a teacher, and
starting a family of her own.

Will Mara clear Conrad's name, or will she have the courage to break free
from her stepson's villainy?

Things have never been easy for the Halfpenny Girls, but family, friendship
and community spirit will always see them through the darkest of days...

Compelling. A gripping and
powerful tale... VAL WOOD

Halfpenny Girls Series

...a book not to be missed!
LINDSEY HUTCHINSON

Will friendship see them
through the struggles of
war?

366pp

420pp

Lilly Robbins
The Nightingales In Mersey Square

Joanna Toye
Wedding Bells For The Victory Girls

1940. World War Two is sweeping across Europe and the Guernsey
evacuee families have just arrived in Stockport. Desperately in need of
kindness, love and a safe place to call home, local trainee nurses Clare and
Gaye immediately volunteer, alongside their new friend Diana.

Summer 1945. After victory in Europe, best friends Lily, Gladys and Beryl
are looking to the future. But even with this happy news, their lives are far
from simple. Despite Lily's joyful summer wedding, she has doubts over
what her heart wants now. As she adjusts to her role as a young wife,
could this signal the end of her position at Marlows? The return of Gladys'
husband Bill leads to conflict in their family life as he struggles to find
work after the Navy. Meanwhile, big changes are afoot at Beryl's bridal
shop. As the girls start to move on with their lives, they have never needed
to stick together more...

While the rest of Britain is under siege, Clare is learning how to be a
great nurse under pressure, Diana has found that love can be found in
unexpected places and Gaye is hiding a terrible secret. But as the reality of
war comes closer, all three girls will face personal challenges and tragedies
as life changes in ways they could never have imagined.

Readers' Reviews:
I loved every page.

The Shop Girls Series

So heart-warming.

*page numbers to be confirmed
9

*page numbers to be confirmed

Isis Softcover
Jenny Colgan
Sunrise By The Sea

Stephen Leather
Fast Track

Marisa Rosso is struggling. Since the death of her beloved grandfather
back home in Italy, she can't seem to find a way out of her grief.

Murderous jihadists have been crossing the English Channel, passing
themselves off as asylum seekers. MI5 have been keeping them under
surveillance, but what starts as a simple terrorist takedown goes badly
wrong and dozens of innocent civilians are killed in the heart of London.
And the screw is tightened when a bomb takes out senior members of the
Secret Intelligence Service.

So when her flatmate offers her one of his uncle's rentals on a remote tidal
island off the Cornish Coast, Marisa jumps at the opportunity. Perhaps
some solitude is just what she needs to rediscover her equilibrium.
But Mount Polbearne is a far cry from the sleepy little place she was
imagining. Between her noisy Russian piano-teaching neighbour and the
hustle and bustle of a busy community, Marisa finds solitude is not so easy
to come by. Especially when she finds herself somehow involved with a
tiny local bakery desperately in need of some new zest to save it...
The Little Beach Street Bakery
Series
In a quaint seaside resort, a
charming bakery holds the
key to another world...
Just lovely. KATIE FFORDE
Naturally funny, warm-hearted.
LISA JEWELL

Someone within the security services has been working to their own
agenda, and only Dan 'Spider' Shepherd can identify the bad apple. His
search for the rogue agent takes him to Turkey and then to Dubai, where
his masters order him to carry out a breathtaking act of revenge.
Spider Shepherd Series
Who can you trust if you
can't trust the people tasked
with protecting the nation?
...fast-paced action scenes...brisk
and richly detailed.
FINANCIAL TIMES

Romance 408pp

Thriller 450pp

Alexander McCall Smith
The Joy And Light Bus Company

Lilja Sigurðardóttir
Cold As Hell

Mma Ramotswe knows she is very lucky indeed. She has a loving family,
good friends and a thriving business doing what she enjoys most: helping
people. But the latest mystery she is called upon to solve is distinctly
trickier than it initially appears, and, of course, there's plenty to handle in
her personal life between Charlie and his new bride, and Mma Makutsi
and her talking shoes.

Icelandic sisters – Áróra and Ísafold live in different countries and aren't on
speaking terms, but when their mother loses contact with Ísafold, – Áróra
reluctantly returns to Iceland to find her sister. But she soon realises that
her sister isn't avoiding her...she has disappeared, without trace.

In the end, Mma Ramotswe's patience and common sense will win out,
and, without a doubt, all will be the better for it.

Isis

April

As she confronts Ísafold's abusive, drug-dealing boyfriend Björn, and
begins to probe her sister's reclusive neighbours – who have their own
reasons for staying out of sight – Áróra is led into an ever-darker web of
intrigue and manipulation.
Baffled by the conflicting details of her sister's life, and blinded by the
shiveringly bright midnight sun of the Icelandic summer, Áróra enlists the
help of police officer Daníel, as she tries to track her sister's movements,
and begins to tail Björn – but she isn't the only one watching...

The No.1 Ladies' Detective
Agency Series
McCall Smith's familiar tone of
wry amusement permeates the
narrative, as does the detective's
wisdom...hugely enjoyable.
THE SUNDAY TIMES

Mystery 258pp

The first in the Áróra
Investigation Series
Icelandic crime writing at
its finest...immersive and
unnerving. SHARI LAPENA

Mystery 318pp
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May

Frances Brody
Death And The Brewery Queen

Norah Lofts
Requiem For Idols

Yorkshire, 1930. Private investigator Kate Shackleton is called in by William
Lofthouse to look into irregularities at Barleycorn Brewery. Several things
don't add up; and when the one employee who may know what's really
going on meets with a fatal accident, the investigation intensifies. Later, at
the garden party celebrating the success of Ruth Parnaby, newly crowned
Yorkshire Brewery Queen, a horde of children wait impatiently for a pony
ride. Kate goes in search of Joe Finch and his Shetland Billy Boy – and
finds herself staring at a dead body. With the discovery of financial
discrepancies, family secrets, and the lure of national success for Ruth,
motives for murder abound. Sometimes a threat comes from the most
unexpected quarter, and it's up to Kate to fathom the mystery.

When Polly bought back the old house of her childhood, she intended to
lead a quiet and tranquil life. She planted a garden and bought some dogs
and settled down to enjoy the Suffolk countryside.
Then her sisters came – those ghosts from the past – and at the same time
Dahlia, the girl who had helped Polly to make her fortune. And Dahlia, that
vivid, unhappy creature, was to disrupt the serenity of Pedlar's Green...

The Kate Shackleton Series
Reader's Review:
Brody's writing is like her central
character Kate Shackleton: witty,
acerbic and very, very perceptive.
ANN CLEEVES

Always immensely readable,
Norah Lofts' storytelling style is
crisp and lucid.

Historical Mystery

Historical Romance 168pp

366pp

Jack Sheffield
School Days

Rebecca Tope
Echoes In The Cotswolds

The year is 1976 and Jack Sheffield never wants to leave his job.

As spring returns to the Cotswolds, so too does Thea Slocombe to
house-sitting. She has agreed to look after Lucy Sinclair’s new home in
Northleach while Lucy is away. While Lucy’s alleged reason for needing
a house-sitter is dubious, Thea is glad of the change of scene. She soon
meets several of the locals and the neighbours who seem to irritate
Lucy so much, and comes to the conclusion that Lucy is far from popular
herself. When a man’s body is found in Northleach, Thea needs all her wits
about her. The man’s death is not as straightforward as it seems, and Thea
begins to suspect that Lucy may be involved. At the heart of the mystery
are secrets betrayed and revenge exacted, and Thea is again caught up in
underhand dealings played out in the idyllic countryside.

Jack has been the deputy head teacher at Newbridge Primary School for
six years now, and he's happy exactly where he is – even if it sometimes
feels like there are a few things missing from his life. After all, the kids keep
him busy and there's always a game of rugby to play.
But it's a time of change, and Jack's world is no exception. New and
old faces appear in his life and a romance blossoms, bringing with it a
buried secret and hidden threat. Jack must decide as to where his future is
heading, and prepare to face whatever change is yet to come...
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The Jack Sheffield Series

The Thea Osborne Series

This book makes for a perfect
escape to a simpler time.
LIVING NORTH

As Rebecca Tope tells it,
every rural idyll is blighted by
underlying menace. Such is
her writing skill, I’m inclined to
believe her. DAILY MAIL

General Fiction 354pp

Mystery 300pp

Isis Softcover 		
Joanne Burn
The Hemlock Cure

Thomas Enger & Jørn Lier Horst
Unhinged

It is 1665 and the women of Eyam keep many secrets.

Investigator Sofia Kovic has uncovered a connection between several
deaths and murder cases in Oslo over the last year and a half. She tries to
call her closest superior, Alexander Blix, not yet wanting to involve anyone
else in the police, but before Blix has time to return her call, Kovic is shot
and killed in her own home – execution style. And in the apartment below,
Blix’s daughter Iselin narrowly escapes becoming the killer’s next victim.

Isabel Frith, the village midwife, walks a dangerous line with her herbs and
remedies. There are men in the village who speak of witchcraft, and Isabel
has a past to hide. So she tells nobody her fears about Wulfric, the pious,
reclusive apothecary.
Mae, Wulfric's youngest daughter, dreads her father's rage if he discovers
what she keeps from him. Like her feelings for Rafe, Isabel's ward, or the
fact that she studies from Wulfric's books at night.
But others have secrets too...
When Mae makes a horrifying discovery, Isabel is the only person she can
turn to. But helping Mae will place them both in unimaginable peril.
And meanwhile another danger is
on its way from London. One that
threatens to engulf them all...

...intricate, detailed and
beautifully written...
JENNIFER SAINT

Isis
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Four days later, Blix and online crime journalist Emma Ramm are locked
inside an interrogation room, facing the National Criminal Investigation
Service. Blix has shot and killed a man, and Ramm saw it all happen. In
the hospital, Iselin’s life hangs in the balance. Blix no longer knows who he
can trust. And he’s not even certain he’s killed the right man...
.
Alexander Blix Series
Readers' Reviews:
...completely hooked from the
start
Intense, dark, emotional and
utterly outstanding!

Historical Fiction 338pp

Mystery 412pp

Rónán Hession
Leonard And Hungry Paul

Robert Thorogood
The Marlow Murder Club

Leonard and Hungry Paul are two quiet friends who see the world
differently. Content with their circumstances, they use humour, board
games, and silence to steer their way through the maelstrom that is the
twenty-first century. But things are beginning to change. There’s a death
in the family. Leonard is interested in a woman at work. And Hungry Paul
has entered a competition with a sizeable financial prize. Should the pair
choose to stick with lives of comforting predictability – or forge new paths
for themselves?

Judith Potts is seventy-seven years old and blissfully happy. She lives on her
own in a faded mansion just outside Marlow, there's no man in her life to
tell her what to do or how much whisky to drink, and to keep herself busy
she sets crosswords for national newspapers.
One evening, while out swimming in the Thames, Judith witnesses a brutal
shooting. But the local police don't believe her story, so she decides to
investigate for herself. Soon she is joined in her quest by dog-walker Suzie
and vicar's wife Becks.
Together, they are the Marlow Murder Club.

Shortlisted for The Dalkey Literary Awards, The British Book
Awards, The Society of Authors McKitterick Prize and
The Kerry Group Irish Novel of the year 2020

When death strikes again, they realise they have a real-life serial killer on
their hands. And the puzzle they set out to solve has become a trap from
which they might never escape...

Featured on BBC RADIO 2
BOOK CLUB

The first in the
Marlow Murder Club Series

Readers' Reviews:

A hugely enjoyable murder
mystery written with wonderful
verve, humour and compassion.
Utterly delightful.
ROBERT WEBB

A beautiful book with a beautiful
message...
Oh wow, what a book!

General Fiction 317pp

Mystery 389pp
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April

Bronwyn Adcock
Currowan

Anna Jacobs
Sarah's Gift

A Story Of Fire And A Community During
Australia's Worst Summer

In Western Australia, Sarah chuckles as she describes her final will and
testament – which will throw the metaphorical cat among the family
pigeons – whilst sharing a bottle of wine with her neighbour Thomas as
they sit on the terrace of her luxurious waterside home. Six months later,
at the age of ninety-five, she peacefully passes on.

Ignited by a lightning strike in a remote forest, the Currowan fire was
one of the most terrifying episodes of Australia's Black Summer. It burnt
for seventy-four days, consuming nearly 5,000 square kilometres of land,
destroying well over 500 homes, and leaving many people shattered.
In the aftermath, there were questions. Why were resources so few that
many faced the flames alone? Why was there back-burning on a day of
extreme fire danger? Why weren't they better prepared?
Bronwyn Adcock fled the inferno with her children. Her husband,
firefighting at the front, rang with a plea for help before his phone
went dead, leaving her to fear whether he would make it out alive. Now
Bronwyn tells her story, and those
of many others – what they saw,
thought, and felt as they battled
that blaze of never-before-seen
intensity.

Married and widowed three times, Sarah has had a great life as a
successful businesswoman. Now she's left her Australian house to her two
great-nieces – on the condition that they live in it together for a year. After
that, they can sell it and split the money between them. If either of them
doesn't last all twelve months, the next person on the list will be invited to
try for the inheritance – but will still have to stick it out a full year before
the house can be sold...
The Waterfront Series
A family, a fortune and a year
that will change their lives
forever...

...a throat-gripping, essential
read for all Australians...for all
humans. Be prepared. This book
reads like a thriller and will haunt
like a prophesy. JONICA NEWBY

N/F: Memoir 294pp

Saga 342pp

Ruth McIver
I Shot The Devil

Inga Simpson
The Last Woman In The World

Erin Sloane was sixteen when high school senior Andre Villiers was
murdered by his friends. They were her friends, too, led by the intense,
charismatic Ricky Hell. Five people went into West Cypress Woods the
night Andre was murdered. Only three came out.

It's night, and the walls of Rachel's home creak in the darkness of the
Australian bush. A recluse, her fear of other people has led her to make
a life as far from them as possible. Her only human contact is with Mia,
the woman who drops off supplies, and the occasional visit from her sister
Monique.

Ativan, alcohol and distance have dimmed Erin's memories of that time.
But nearly twenty years later, an ageing father will bring her home. Now a
journalist, she is asked to write a story about the Southport Three and the
thrill-kill murder that electrified the country. Erin's investigation propels
her closer and closer to a terrifying truth. And closer and closer to danger.

A tense, irresistible thriller shot
through with moments of
unnerving darkness. A clever,
compelling read.'
DERVLA MCTIERNAN

Mystery 360pp
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A hammering on the door. There stands a woman, Hannah, holding her
sick baby Isaiah. They are running for their lives from a mysterious death
sweeping the Australian countryside – not fire or flood or virus, but
something intangible. With no warning, people are suddenly gripped by
intense terror, then die.
Now Rachel must venture outside to help Hannah and Isaiah, search for
Monique, and discover just what horror has been unleashed...and how to
survive it.

An absolute must-read.
MARK EDWARDS

Thriller 342pp

Aurora Softcover 		
Finn Bell
One Last Kill

Carrie Cox
So Many Beats Of The Heart

Bobby Ress is a cop with a simple life. He loves his wife and his daughter.
He believes in making a difference. He has a place in the world.
Then people start dying – a lot of them – in horrible ways. It's a case like
no other. And, step by gruesome step, the simple and true things Bobby
knows to be right and good begin to make less and less sense.

Marriage counsellor Evie Shine is adrift. Her husband of two decades has
left her. Possibly for another woman. He isn't saying. That Evie has spent
her career dissecting relationships and mending broken hearts doesn't
help at all – it just makes everything worse. How did she not see this
coming? And what's she meant to do now?

Because Bobby is learning about pain. He doesn't like to admit it, he
doesn't like to know, but he's slowly coming to a realisation. If you hurt
someone badly enough, for long enough, then there's nothing – absolutely
nothing – you can't make them do...

Her own worst client, Evie ignores all useful advice and chooses platitudes,
wine and hangovers over the prospect of moving on. But soon she realises
that the beauty of having the rug ripped out from under you is getting to
see exactly what's underneath...

Aurora

May

The first in The Far South Series
Winner of the Independent
Publisher’s Book Award for
Best Mystery/Thriller E-Book,
the Indie Reader Discovery
Award For Mystery/Thriller
and the Readers’ Favourite
Silver Medal for Fiction –
Mystery/Murder

Warm, fresh, whole-hearted
and very, very funny. An utterly
joyous, charming, nourishing
read. BROOKE DAVIS

Mystery 282pp

General Fiction 282pp

Anita Heiss
Bila Yarrudhanggalangdhuray

Christian White
Wild Place

River Of Dreams

In the summer of 1989, a local teen goes missing from the idyllic suburb
of Camp Hill in Australia. As rumours of Satanic rituals swirl, schoolteacher
Tom Witter becomes convinced he holds the key to the disappearance.
When the police won't listen, he takes matters into his own hands with the
help of the missing girl's father and a local neighbourhood watch group.

The powerful Murrumbidgee River surges through town, leaving death and
destruction in its wake. It is a stark reminder that, while the river can give
life, it can just as easily take it away.
Wagadhaany is one of the lucky ones. She survives. Forced to move away
from her miyagan, she walks through each day with no trace of dance in
her step, her broken heart forever calling her back home to Gundagai.
When she meets Wiradyuri stockman Yindyamarra, Wagadhaany's heart
slowly begins to heal. But still she dreams of a better life, away from the
degradation of being owned. She longs to set out along the river of her
ancestors, in search of lost family and country. Can she find the courage
to defy the White man's law? And if she does, will it bring hope...or
heartache?
Victorian Premier's Literary
Awards Highly Commended
2022

But as dark secrets are revealed and consequences to past actions are
faced, Tom learns that the only way out of the darkness is to walk deeper
into it. Wild Place peels back the layers of suburbia, exposing what's
hidden underneath – guilt, desperation, violence – and attempts to answer
the question of why good people do bad things...

...a fast-paced and engagingly
written story. THE GUARDIAN

Ara Historical Novel Prize
Shortlist 2021
Intimate, reflective, and
impossible to put down.
THE AU REVIEW

Historical Fiction 414pp

Thriller

314pp
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June

Ray Berard
Inside The Black Horse

Helen Fitzgerald
Keep Her Sweet

Pio Morgan is waiting outside a pub on a cold winter's night. There is a
debt he must pay and no options left. What he does next drags a group
of strangers into a web of confusion that over the course of a few days
changes all their lives. There's the young Māori widow just trying to
raise her children, the corporate executive hiding his mistake, the gang
of criminals that will do whatever it takes to recover what they've lost,
and the outsider sent to town to try and figure out who did what. Time
is running out for all of them as events take an increasingly sinister turn.

Desperate to enjoy their empty nest, Penny and Andeep downsize to
the countryside; to forage, upcycle, and fall in love again...only to be
joined by their two twenty-something daughters, Asha and Camille.
Living on top of each other in a tiny house, with no way to make money,
tensions simmer, and as Penny and Andeep focus increasingly on
themselves, the girls become isolated, argumentative and violent.
When Asha injures Camille, a family therapist is called in, but she shrugs
off the escalating violence between the sisters as a classic case of sibling
rivalry and the stress of the family move.

The book that inspired the TVNZ series Vegas

But this is not merely sibling rivalry. The sisters are in far too deep for that.
This is a murder just waiting to happen...

Winner Of The Ngaio Marsh
Award For Best First Crime
Novel

A chilling, vicious and darkly
funny psychological thriller...

...a real cracker.
CRAIG SISTERSON

Crime 370pp

Thriller

Noelene Jenkinson
Homestead Secrets

Michael Robotham
Bombproof

Forced to reassess her future, IT nerd and country girl Addie Kendall returns
to her family's Wimmera farm. When she contacts her former school friend
Harry Chandler with alarming news, they're compelled to unite to solve
a criminal injustice. In pursuit of answers, they stumble upon a shocking
find in the district's iconic Banyandah homestead, deserted since a family
tragedy ten years ago...

Fifty-four hours ago, Sami Macbeth was released from prison. Thirty-six
hours ago, he slept with the woman of his dreams at the Savoy. One hour
ago, his train blew up. Now he's carrying a rucksack through London's
West End, and has turned himself into the most wanted terrorist in the
country.

The first in the Wimmera
Series

*page numbers to be confirmed

Sami is not a master criminal. He's not even a minor one. He's not a
jewel thief, or a safe-cracker, or an explosives expert. Sami plays guitar
and wants to be a rock god. But he simply keeps getting sidetracked by
unforeseen circumstances...

Readers' Reviews:
Mr Robotham does it again!
A cracking good read...

Romantic Suspense
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275pp

Mystery 341pp

April

Fenella J. Miller
Jasmina Svenne
The Duke's Predicament A Lonely Furrow

Sarah Swatridge
Love Thy Neighbour

The Reluctant Duke Series

256pp

256pp

Jenny Worstall
A Mystery At
St Hilda's

Linford Romance

Linford Romance Softcover 		

248pp

328pp

May

Philippa Carey
The Third Son

Debbie Chase
Esther, Baby

John Darley
The Summer Of Love

Emma Davies
Gooseberry Fool

248pp

312pp

248pp

Appleyard Farm Series

216pp

June

Angela Britnell
Every New Tomorrow

Gail Crane
Flynn's Folly

252pp

252pp

Margaret Mounsdon Suzan Lindsay
Randle
Postcards From The
Past
The Schoolmaster's
Daughter
237pp
235pp
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Linford Western

Linford Western Softcover 		
April

Paul Bedford
The Forgotten Land

Frank Chandler
Chace Hexx

Ethan Flagg
Cast A Dark Shadow

Simon Webb
Jed Harker Rides Out

248pp

272pp

232pp

232pp

Will DuRey
Remarque's Law

Bill Grant
Gold Rush

John McNally
A Gift From Crick

K.S. Stanley
The Line Rider

240pp

240pp

224pp

288pp

Michael D. George
Fire Wolf

Ben Ray
Silver Bird

Derek Rutherford
Dead Man's Return

Michael Stewart
Tanner's Revenge

232pp

232pp

256pp

224pp

May

June
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Forthcoming titles for July – September 2022
Charnwood

1989 by Val McDermid
A Time To Remember
by Josephine Cox with Gilly Middleton

Magna

A Simple Wish by Rosie Goodwin
The Woolworths Saturday Girls
by Elaine Everest

Isis

Windswept & Interesting:
My Autobiography by Billy Connolly
Last Man Standing by Stephen Leather

Aurora

No Country For Girls by Emma Styles
The Orchard Murders by Robert Gott
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