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Catherine Aird
Inheritance Tracks
Sloan and Crosby Series
Four strangers arrive at the solicitors office of Puckle, Puckle, and Nunnery. They have never met and have no idea why they have been invited. But they
– along with a missing man – are descendants of the late Algernon George Culver Mayton, the inventor of Maytons Marvellous Mixture and each entitled
to a portion of the Mayton fortune. But before they can split the money, the missing man must be found. They begin their search, but then Detective Sloan
receives a call that one of the legatees has died following an attack of food poisoning. Now detectives Sloan and Crosby must determine whether the
deceased merely ingested a noxious substance by accident, or if the legatees are being picked off one-by-one.
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AnneMarie Brear
Isabelle’s Choice
Halifax, 1876. On the death of her mother and sister,
Isabelle Gibson is left to fend for herself and her brother in
a privately-run workhouse. After the matron’s son attacks
her, Isabelle decides to escape by agreeing to marry a
farmer she has never met. But Farrell is a drunkard and in
constant feud with his landlord, Ethan Harrington. When
he deserts her, Isabelle and Ethan are thrown together.
But both are married and must hide their growing love.

London, 1891: Harriet Cameron and her beloved sister
Sarah have been brought up by their father, radical thinker
James. But when adventurer Henry Vincent arrives on
the scene, the sisters’ lives are changed forever. Sarah
marries Henry and embarks on a voyage to Australia.
Harriet, intensely missing Sarah, must decide whether to
help her father with his life’s work or to devote herself to
painting. When James dies unexpectedly, Harriet follows
Sarah to Australia, and afterwards into the outback,
where she is alienated by the casual violence and great
injustices of life there. Her rejuvenation begins with her
friendship with an Aboriginal stockman and her growing
love for the landscape. But this fragile happiness is soon
threatened by murders at a nearby cattle station and a
menacing station hand who is seeking revenge.
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A Workhouse Christmas
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Workhouse to War Trilogy

Summer, 1962. A scorching heat wave is suffocating
L.A.. PI John Keegan is offered a small fortune to find a
beautiful woman from a set of photographs. He refuses;
the job seems suspicious. But the next day the same
woman, Eve, turns up, unbidden, on his doorstep. Eve
fears for her safety. She is being watched. Before Keegan
knows it, someone has been killed with Keegan’s own
gun, and he gets sucked into a world of suspicion and
betrayal where he’s never quite sure where the truth
lies. Before long he’s the prime suspect in a murder he
didn’t commit, and all the evidence seems to point in his
direction. It’s almost like someone planned it that way...

Christmas Eve, 1909. When eleven-year-old Lily Larkin is
left to fend for herself in an East London workhouse after
her dying mother is taken to an infirmary, her future looks
bleak. Once she is separated from her twin brother, Davy,
her childhood hopes seem to shatter. But Lily’s fierce
spirit – help her to endure life at South Grove Workhouse
and its cruel supervisor, Miss Fox. When a gentleman
shows up at the workhouse, claiming to be her cousin
and with an offer of employment, Lily seizes her chance
to escape. But her new job is far from perfect, and her
reunion with her brother isn’t what she thought it would be.
Still, she relishes her freedom from the workhouse, and
is determined to embrace her new life – until a shocking
secret from her past is uncovered.
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Francesca Capaldi
Heartbreak In The Valleys

Alys Clare
The Indigo Ghosts

November 1915. For young housemaid, Anwen Rhys,
life is hard in the Welsh mining village of Dorcalon. She
cares for her ill mother and younger sister Sara, all while
shielding them from her father’s violent temper. Anwen
comforts herself with her love for childhood sweetheart,
Idris Hughes, away fighting in the Great War. Yet when
Idris returns, he is a changed man, quickly breaking off
their engagement. But when there is an explosion at the
pit, Anwen and Idris put their feelings aside to unite their
community. Can Anwen find hope again?

Gabriel Tavener Series
October, 1604. Former ship’s surgeon turned country
physician Gabriel Taverner is surprised to receive an
urgent summons from his old naval captain. Now docked
in Plymouth harbor, having recently returned from the
Caribbean, Captain Colt believes his ship is haunted
by an evil spirit, and has asked Gabriel to investigate.
Dismissive of the crew’s wild talk of mysterious blueskinned ghosts, Gabriel is convinced there must be a
rational explanation behind the mass hallucinations. But
matters take a disturbing turn when he and the captain
discover a body hidden behind one of the bulkheads.
Calling on the help of his old friend, Coroner Theophilus
Davey, piece by piece Gabriel uncovers a terrifying tale of
treachery, dark magic and unimaginable cruelty.
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Sherryl Clark
Dead And Gone
Judi Westerholme has been through it. Brave and strongwilled, she’s just about coping in her new role as foster
parent to her orphaned niece, taking a job at the local
pub to help make ends meet. Then the pub’s landlord and
Judi’s friend, army veteran Pete ‘Macca’ Macclesfield, is
murdered, and her world is suddenly turned upside down.
Despite warnings from the city police to keep out of it,
Judi can’t help but get involved in the search for Macca’s
killer. But she soon becomes deeply entangled with some
ruthlessly dangerous men. She must act fast and think
smart to work out what they want – before anyone else
gets hurt...
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Factory Girls Series
March 1942. As the war continues, wedding bells are
ringing for the factory girls. Sarah is happily settling into
married life, whilst Fran is busy planning her upcoming
wedding. Meanwhile, Beth hasn’t heard from her husband
Bob since he returned to the Navy, and she’s starting to
fear the worst. And new friend Viola is still recovering
from a nasty accident. Life on the home front can be
challenging, but the factory girls can get through anything.

A

Read by Kirsty Gillmore

Playing Time: 9 hours 22 mins

Annie Clarke
Wedding Bells On The
Home Front

Judi Westerholme Series
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The Sorrowful Mysteries Of Brother Athelstan
October 1381. Brother Athelstan is summoned to the church of St Benet’s in Queenhithe to investigate the murder of a priest. Parson Reynaud has been
found stabbed to death inside his own locked church. Other disturbing discoveries include an empty coffin and a ransacked money chest. Who would
commit murder inside a holy church? Who would spirit away a corpse the night before the funeral – and who would be brave enough to steal treasure
belonging to the most feared gangleader in London? Athelstan’s investigations will lure him into the dark and dangerous world of the gangmaster known as
the Flesher, whose influence has a frighteningly long reach.
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Rhonda Forrest
Two Heartbeats

Holly Ford
Storms Over Blackpeak

When Jess heads west for a fresh start in a small mining
town, she soon learns that the dusty outback plains are
a far cry from her former life in the city – but she finds
herself loving the isolation and local people she lives with.
All she has to do is keep her head down and work hard
to create a better life for herself and Johnno, the only
person she has ever truly cared about. As relationships
develop and change, Jess discovers the warmth of a
welcoming family and a circle of friends who look out for
her. However, problems arise when she collides with her
new boss Daniel, who is suspicious of her background
story. Has Jess told him everything, or is there a hidden
secret to justify his earlier distrust of her?

The Blackpeak Station Series
Carr Fergusson’s grand old homestead is in need of a
housekeeper – and when shy, city-bred Cally Jones
arrives at Glencairn Station to take the reins, she
discovers not only a new way of life, but a house packed
to the rafters with romantic intrigue. Carr’s son Ash has
finally seen fit to return to the family farm, and it’s not
just Cally’s head he’s turning. Meanwhile, Ella Harrington
is striving to juggle the demands of her new career with
her love for her gorgeous bad-boy boyfriend. And, intent
on everyone else’s problems, will Ella’s mother Lizzie be
too slow to see the clouds looming over her own horizon?
Can Lizzie’s relationship with the newfound love of her
life weather the coming storms, or will the differences
between them tear them apart?
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Gillian Galbraith
The End Of The Line

A man is found dead in an escape tunnel in an Italian
prisoner-of-war camp. Did he die in an accidental collapse
or was this murder? Captain Henry ‘Cuckoo’ Goyles,
master tunneler and amateur detective, takes up the
case. This classic locked-room mystery with a closed
circle of suspects is woven together with a thrilling story
of escape from the camp, as the Second World War
nears its endgame and the British prisoners prepare to
flee into the Italian countryside.
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Michael Gilbert
Smallbone Deceased
British Library Crime Classics
Horniman, Birley and Craine is a highly respected legal firm with clients reaching to the highest in the land. When a deed box in the office is opened to
reveal a corpse, the threat of scandal promises to wreak havoc on the firm’s reputation – especially as the murder looks like an inside job. The partners
and staff of the firm keep a watchful and suspicious eye on their colleagues, as Inspector Hazlerigg sets out to solve the mystery of who Mr Smallbone
was – and why he had to die. Written with style, pace and wit, this is a masterpiece by one of the finest writers of traditional British crime novels since the
Second World War.

(S) Classic Crime
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(S) Mystery
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In Captivity

After the death of leading haematologist Professor
Anstruther, antiquarian book dealer Anthony Sparrow
is tasked with clearing out his mansion of its books
and papers. He soon begins to question the real
circumstances of the old man’s death: was he in fact
murdered, and if so, who was responsible? The answer
might be found in the personal diaries and letters which
Sparrow unearths. But as he closes in on the answer, the
perspective suddenly shifts and everything which he was
sure about dissolves into darkness and shadows.
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Anna Goldsworthy
Melting Moments
It is 1941. Eighteen-year-old Ruby leaves behind the family farm, her serious mother and roguish father, and heads for Adelaide. After a brief courtship,
she enters into a hasty marriage with a soldier about to go to war – who returns a changed man. With an eyebrow pencil in one hand and gardening
shears in the other, Ruby navigates the years doing her duty as a woman, contending with her damaged husband and eccentric in-laws, allowing marriage
and motherhood to fill her with purpose and pleasure – and only occasionally wondering, is this all there is? Melting Moments recreates the Adelaide and
Melbourne of half a century ago, bringing a family to life as they move through the decades, challenging and caring for and loving one another, often in
surprising ways.
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Until We Meet Again

Sophia Holloway
URORA
Bless ThineAInheritance

Summer, 1914. Amy Fletcher’s life is transformed when
she meets Edmond Derwent, son of one of the wealthiest
families in the small town of Larchbury, and student at
Cambridge University. When war breaks out, Edmond
signs up as an officer and Amy trains as a VAD nurse.
Separated by war, Edmond and Amy share their feelings
through emotional letters sent from the front line. But
when Edmond is critically wounded at Ypres, their love
faces the biggest test of all.

Pretty Celia Mardham should have been a success in
her London Season, but a near fatal riding accident has
left her with a pronounced limp which means she cannot
even make a good curtsey, let alone dance. There can be
no expectation of marriage, but her Mama makes one
last effort. She draws up a list of guests for a country
house sojourn, picking only young ladies she feels will
not be rivals, and some potential suitors. Among the wellbred gentlemen is Lord Levedale. When he meets Celia
he sees her, not the limp, but even as his heart draws
him to her, he is held back by his duty to his family name.
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Kim Hunt
The Beautiful Dead

Peter James
Dreamer

In a small rural community north-west of Sydney, park
ranger Cal Nyx finds a badly decomposed body in the
bush. The remains are identified as someone she once
knew, and the police are now treating her as a suspect.
Determined to prove her innocence, Cal embarks upon
a hunt for the real killer – but when it turns out the victim
was wanted in relation to a previous murder, the case
takes a complicated turn. With family issues bubbling
away in the background, Cal starts to feel the heat. Then
the police start probing into her private life, and she finds
herself in a race against the clock to solve the crime. But
the murderer has Cal in their sights, and she must make a
choice – catch a killer, or do right by her family?

The last time the dream came, Sam was seven years old;
and that was the night her parents were to die. Twentyfive years later, Sam’s nightmares are starting to come
true once more. Now a successful TV commercials
producer, juggling her roles of career woman, wife and
mother, she attempts to shut them out. But soon Sam is
faced with the reality of dreams in which her life and that
of her family are threatened. In desperation, she consults
the experts: a psychiatrist; a clairvoyant...but to no avail.
Sam is being inexorably drawn into a vortex of terror from
which there is no escape...
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Noelene Jenkinson
Fossicker’s Gully
When journalist Amy Randall is abducted at gunpoint by her sister-in-law, Kelly, and left in an old mine tunnel to die, she is lucky to escape. Allowing Kelly
to believe her sinister plan has succeeded, Amy goes into hiding to investigate. Local policeman Alex Hammond, her childhood crush and her brother’s
lifelong friend, agrees to help, and offers Amy a place to stay at his apartment. What is Kelly hiding, and why does she seem bent on revenge against the
Randall family? It’s a race to uncover the truth before Kelly finds a new victim, and meanwhile, Amy and Alex draw closer. Set in a small town in the central
Victorian goldfields, Fossicker’s Gully throws old friends together, brings new love, and reveals a heartwarming family secret.

(A) Romantic Suspense
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Hannah Pearl
Evie’s Little Black Book

Lynn Johnson
The Girl From The
Workhouse

Is hunting down every man you’ve kissed the answer to
finding Mr Right?
When Evie is invited to the wedding of the guy she’d
fancied throughout her teens, it’s the final straw. What’s
wrong with her and why can’t she keep a man? In
between consoling herself with ice cream and chocolate,
and sobbing her heart out to her cousin Chamaine, Evie
has a brainwave – and it all centers around her ‘little black
book’ (well, more floral patterned notebook really), which
contains the details of every man she’s ever kissed or
dated. Perhaps the cure for her disastrous love life has
been nestled within its pages all along.

Staffordshire, 1911. Money is in short supply for Ginnie
Jones’s family and she is sent to Haddon Workhouse.
When she meets Clara and Sam, she hopes that she has
made friends for life...until tragedy strikes. Three years
later, Ginnie finds work as a moldrunner at the Potteries,
but never stops thinking about her friends. When Sam and
Ginnie are reunited, their bond is as strong as ever, until
Sam is sent to fight in the war. Can Ginnie find the joy that
she’s never had?
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Sophie Pembroke
Summer On Seashell Island
Miranda Waters has always loved Seashell Island – while her brother and sister escaped it as soon as they were old enough. So when Miranda is left in
charge of her parents’ Lighthouse B&B for the summer, the last thing she expects is her wayward siblings showing up at the door. It’s been years since
they’ve all lived under the same roof. Now, they’re facing a whole summer together – and a crisis for the B&B. With the Lighthouse filled with people –
including two imaginative nieces, a four piece folk-rock band, and an unruly llama – and a lifetime of secrets between them, can the Waters siblings work
together to save their home before it’s too late?

(O) Romance
Read by Lissa Berry
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N/F

Craig Sisterson
Southern Cross Crime
Australian and New Zealand crime and thriller writing is booming globally. Neighbors that are siblings in spirit but vastly different in landscape, antipodean
authors offer readers a blend of exotic and familiar, seasoned by distinctive senses of place, outlook, and humor, and roots that trace to the earliest days of
our genre. Southern Cross Crime is the first comprehensive guide to modern Australian and New Zealand crime writing. From coastal cities to the Outback,
leading critic Craig Sisterson showcases key titles from more than 200 storytellers, plus screen dramas ranging from Mystery Road to Top Of The Lake.
Fascinating insights are added through in-depth interviews with some of the prime suspects who paved the way or instigated the global boom, including
Michael Robotham, Paul Cleave, Emma Viskic, and many more.

(A) N/F: General
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Sally Spencer
The Shivering Turn

D.E. Stevenson
AURORA
Mrs Tim Flies Home

Jennie Redhead Mysteries

Mrs. Tim Series

When Mary Corbet walks into private investigator Jennie
Redhead’s run-down Oxford office one pleasant spring
day in 1974, she is a desperate woman. Although she’s
convinced her daughter has been murdered, she can
get neither the police nor her husband to agree with
her. Jennie is not convinced either, but more out of
compassion than conviction agrees to take the case. The
only clue she has to go on is a fragment of an obscure
17th century poem she finds in Linda’s bedroom. But from
that one clue Jennie’s investigations will lead her beyond
the city’s dreaming spires to Oxford’s darker underbelly,
in which lurks a hidden world of privilege, violence and
excess.

Hester Christie has spent a blissful 18 months living in
Kenya where husband Tim is posted. But now it’s back
to England to be with her two nearly-grown children.
She rents a house near the village of Old Quinings in
England’s North Country, and plans a quiet summer with
the children near the inn owned by her beloved former
maid Annie and her husband. But things are never quiet
for long with Mrs Tim, and she must navigate curious
neighbors, a dishonest landlady, and a troublesome travel
companion who makes an unwelcome appearance in
Old Quinings, not to mention some intrigue and a bit of
matchmaking for young lovers.
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Kevin Sullivan
The Figure In The
Photograph

Janet Tanner
Morwennan House

1898. When Juan’s father is killed while working as a
photographer in Cuba, the young man is left with nothing
but his last photos amid the chaos as the war between
Spain and America escalates. But the images reveal a
sinister truth to his father’s last moments, and Juan soon
realizes his death was no accident. The young man travels
alone to Scotland to grieve with his surviving family and
soon immerses himself in the study of photography and
pioneers a self-timer. When this technology inadvertently
solves a crime, it is not long before the device draws the
attention of the local law enforcement, and he is invited to
Glasgow to assist the police in hunting down a serial killer.

Charity Palfrey is an orphan, with no family of her own
and no past. Accepting a job as governess at Morwennan
House is a fresh start for her, but from the moment
Charity arrives she knows there is something sinister
about her appointment. Charity finds romance with the
charming Tom Stanton, but she soon starts to question
his motivations. Is he simply using her for his own ends?
And are there darker secrets lurking beneath the surface
at Morwennan House?
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Jemma Wallace
The Truth About My Mother

Rhiannon Ward
The Quickening

When a near fatal fall sends 89-year-old Jeannette
to live with her granddaughter Amy, she finds herself
revisiting a past that’s been hidden for too many years.
Amy, however, has always been good at keeping secrets.
When ex-partner Nick shows up, she’s forced to admit
that some things just can’t stay hidden forever. Judith is
starting from scratch – again. Amy’s mother has been
seeking happiness in all the wrong places. She might just
find it a lot closer to home than she ever believed she
would... As Jeannette’s 90th birthday party approaches,
all three women discover they have more in common than
they first thought, and the secrets from the past may be
the key to unlocking the future.

England, 1925. Newly re-married to a war-traumatized
husband and seven months pregnant, Louisa Drew is
asked by her employer to travel to Clewer Hall in Sussex
where she is to photograph the contents of the house for
auction. She learns Clewer Hall was host to an infamous
séance in 1896, and that the lady of the house has asked
those who gathered back then to come together once
more to recreate the evening. When a mysterious child
appears, Louisa finds herself compelled to investigate.
Gradually, she unravels the long-held secrets of the
inhabitants and what really happened 30 years before...
and discovers her own fate is entwined with that of
Clewer Hall’s.

(O) General Fiction
Read by Carolyn Bonnyman
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Edward Wilson
The Whitehall Mandarin

George Bellairs
Surfeit Of Suspects

Catesby Series

British Library Crime Classics

Lady Somers is the first woman to head up the Ministry of
Defence. She also has something to hide. Catesby’s job
is to uncover her story and bury it forever. His quest leads
him through the sex scandals of London in the Swinging
Sixties and then on to Moscow where a shocking
message changes everything. His next mission is a
desperate hunt through the wartorn jungles of Southeast
Asia, where he finally makes a heartbreaking discovery
that is as personal as it is political. This captivating novel
is set in a world of distorted reflections where nothing or
no one is what they seem to be.

Following a mysterious explosion, the offices of Excelsior
Joinery Company are no more; the three directors are
killed and the peace of a quiet town in Surrey lies in
ruins. When the supposed cause of an ignited gas leak
is dismissed and the presence of dynamite revealed,
Superintendent Littlejohn of Scotland Yard is summoned
to the scene. But beneath the sleepy veneer of Evingden
lies a hotbed of deep-seated grievances. Confounding
Littlejohn’s investigation is an impressive cast of
suspicious persons, each concealing their own axe to
grind.
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Read by David Thorpe
Playing Time: 6 hours 38 mins

Gary Donnelly
Killing In Your Name
A boy’s body is found in bogland along the Irish border: a case as cold as the earth that has hidden it for so long. DI Owen Sheen has sworn to get justice
for the unnamed boy and digs up links to a covert British Army unit that was tasked with creating Satanic panic in the 1970s. But when a vicious murderer
begins to stalk Belfast’s streets, it’s clear that someone refuses to let the past remain buried. Alongside DC Aoife McCusker, who must fight to restore her
professional reputation, Sheen is racing to make the connections and stop a killer against the backdrop of Northern Ireland’s darkest history and uncertain
future.

(I) Mystery
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Donna Douglas
Nightingale Wedding Bells
Steeple Street Series
East London. War rages on, but for the Nightingale nurses wedding bells are ringing...
Anna is over the moon when her sweetheart returns from the front line. As he recovers from his injuries, they make plans to be married, but the horrors of
the trenches cast a long shadow. Caring for shell-shocked soldiers brings untold challenges for Grace, and her parents have very different dreams for her
future. Meanwhile Dulcie has her sights firmly set on her own happy ending. And yet sometimes we find love where we least expect to. Each of the nurses
has her own battle to fight but they must rally together if they’re to find true happiness.

(S) Saga
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Read by Penelope Freeman
Playing Time: 11 hours 24 mins

Wendy Dranfield
Who Cares If They Die

Anna Jacobs
Christmas In Peppercorn
Street

Dean Matheson Series
It starts with the hanging woman in the Maple Valley
woods; the woman with no shoes, no car and no name.
On paper it’s an obvious case of suicide – but to Officer
Dean Matheson, something doesn’t add up. Then there
are the other deaths, deaths that also look like suicides
– but are they? The victims are all women living on
the fringes of society – addicts and criminals. Who will
miss them? Does anyone really care if they die? Dean
Matheson is making it his business to care, even if it
means he becomes a target...

The Peppercorn Street Series
Christmas is approaching but the mood on Peppercorn
Street is anything but jolly. Claire is convinced her stalker
ex will catch up with her and her young daughter, and Luke
is finding that living with his estranged teenage daughter
brings its own problems. When a road accident brings
them together, Luke impulsively offers them shelter in his
home. Will this Christmas give them the best present of
all: a new family? Or will Claire’s ex again cause trouble?
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(S) Mystery
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Michael Jecks
The Dead Don’t Wait

Michael Jecks
The Templar’s Penance

A Jack Blackjack Tudor Mystery Series

The Medieval West Country Mystery Series

1555. A priest has been stabbed to death in the village
of St Botolph, his body left to rot by the roadside – and
Jack Blackjack stands accused of his murder. As well
as clearing his name, Jack has his own reasons for
wanting to find out who really killed the priest, but this
is an investigation where nothing is as it seems. Was it a
random attack by a desperate outlaw, or do the answers
lie in the murdered priest’s past? As he questions those
who knew the dead man, Jack is faced with a number of
conflicting accounts – and it’s clear that not everyone can
be telling him the whole truth.

Baldwin Furnshill and Bailiff Simon Puttock have been
granted leave to go on pilgrimage. Together they travel
across Europe to Portugal, but danger seems to follow
them, as they are among the first on the scene when a
beautiful young girl is found brutally raped and murdered
on the hillside of Santiago de Compostela. Baldwin and
Simon lend their investigative skills to the ensuing enquiry
headed by the local pesquisidore, Munio. With so many
keen minds on the case it can only be a matter of time
before the culprit is found. But they are reckoning without
the unexpected appearance of a face from Baldwin’s past
a face which looks set to threaten both the investigation
and Baldwin’s very future.

(S) Adventure Suspense
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Read by Mark Elstob
Playing Time: 12 hours 20 mins
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October 2020
Angus MacDonald
We Fought For Ardnish
Ardnish Series
After joining the Lovat Scouts at the outbreak of the Second World War, Donald Angus Gillies is sent on a mission to the Alps, where he meets Françoise,
a young French Canadian SOE agent. The pair immediately form a close bond, but when Françoise is injured and captured, Donald realizes his feelings
for her are much stronger. After desperate attempts to find her, he has given up all hope. But a posting to Canada leads to some remarkable news, not just
about Françoise but also about his own family.

(S) War
CD
8

Read by Donald Sinclair
Playing Time: 7 hours 22 mins

Rebecca Tope
Secrets In The Cotswolds

Lynda Stacey
The Fake Date

The Thea Osborne Series

Nine hours and eleven minutes...
That’s how long it’s been since Ella Hope was beaten to
within an inch of life and left for dead. She lies, unable
to move and praying for somebody to find her, as she
wonders who could have hated her so much to have hurt
her. Was it the man she went on a date with the previous
evening, the man linked to the deaths of two other
women? Or somebody else, somebody who wants her
out of the picture so much they’re willing to kill? Whoever
it is, they will pay. All Ella has to do first is survive...

Thea is tired of having to entertain Drew’s children during
summer vacation so she accepts a commission to watch
over a house in Barnsley. On her first day there, she
rescues a fugitive woman she finds hiding under some
bushes. The woman’s story is thin and incoherent, but
Thea gives her sanctuary for the night only to find her
dead the next morning. The police are impossibly busy
with a big investigation into the trafficking of rare animals
and Thea is effectively on her own, trying to make sense
of the murder. As she digs deeper into the woman’s
background, she discovers a tangled web of lies, secrets
and at least three very likely suspects.

(S) Thriller
Read by Anne Dover
Playing Time: 9 hours 54 mins
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(S) Mystery
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Read by Caroline Lennon
Playing Time: 8 hours 58 mins

A.J. Wright
Hanging Murder

Ovidia Yu
The Mimosa Tree Mystery

The Lancashire Detective Series

The Crown Colony Series

We can all stand on principles until evil pays us a visit.
1894. Mr Simeon Crosby, a retired executioner, comes to
Wigan with his wife and brother to give a talk on his life’s
work. Whilst he has an eager following, there are also
many people who strongly object to Crosby’s profession
and do not wish his melancholy shadow to be cast over
their town. Protests have been organized and threats
have been made. Detective Sergeant Brennan is tasked
with overseeing the security of the controversial visitor
and all seems to be going to plan – until a murder is
committed on the night of Crosby’s talk. As Brennan and
his brawny constable Freddie Jaggery begin their lines
of inquiry, they become overwhelmed with suspects and
frustrated at the ambiguity of the evidence.

Mirza is a known collaborator and blackmailer. When he
is murdered in his garden, clutching a branch of mimosa,
there are many suspects. Su Lin’s Uncle Chen is among
those rounded up by the Japanese as reprisal. Hideki
Tagawa, a former spy expelled by police officer Le Froy,
offers Su Lin her uncle’s life in exchange for using her
fluency in languages and knowledge of locals to find the
real killer. But friends, enemies and even the victim are not
what they seem. Su Lin must find out who killed Mirza and
why, before Le Froy and other former colleagues detained
or working with the resistance suffer the consequences
of Mirza’s last secret.

Playing Time: 9 hours 36 mins
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Read by Crystal Yu
Playing Time: 8 hours 7 mins

November 2020
Angela Britnell
Christmas At Black Cherry Retreat

Vivian Conroy
A Testament To Murder

What if you had nowhere to call home for Christmas?
When Fee Winter books a winter break at the remote
Black Cherry Retreat in the small town of Pine Ridge,
Tennessee, it’s with the idea that the peace and quiet will
help her recuperate from her hectic life as a photographer.
But what she didn’t bank on was meeting Tom Chambers
and his huge, interfering yet lovable family. With them,
could Fee finally experience the warmth and support
that’s been missing from her own life – and maybe even
find a place to call home in time for Christmas?

Murder Will Follow Series
A dying billionaire. Nine would-be heirs. But only one will
take the prize...
At the lush Villa Calypso on the French Riviera, a dying
billionaire launches a devious plan: at midnight each day
he appoints a new heir to his vast fortune. If he dies within
24 hours, that person takes it all. If not, their chance is
gone forever. Yet these are no ordinary beneficiaries,
these are men who crossed him, women who deceived
him, and distant relations intent on reclaiming the family
fortune. All are determined to lend death a hand and
outwit their rivals, and retired Scotland Yard detective
Jasper, in pursuit of the prize.

(S) Historical Mystery

(S) Romance
Read by Penelope Freeman
Playing Time: 8 hours 50 mins
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Contraband Shore Series
1787. Captain Edward Brazier is wounded and in
desperate need of medical attention, but those from
whom he could seek help have no idea where he is –
although neither do his enemies. With his beloved
Betsey currently imprisoned by her brother Henry, who is
considering committing her to an asylum to take her off
his hands, time is running out for Brazier to rescue her
and end the tyranny of the local smuggling ring of Deal
once and for all.

MP3
1

N/F

British Library Crime Classics
The main aim of detective stories is to entertain, but
the best cast a light on human behavior, and display
both literary ambition and accomplishment. Even
unpretentious detective stories, written for unashamedly
commercial reasons, can give us clues to the past, and
give us insight into a long-vanished world that, for all its
imperfections, continues to fascinate. This book, written
by award-winning crime writer Martin Edwards, serves
as a companion to the British Library’s internationally
acclaimed series of Crime Classics. Long-forgotten
stories republished in the series have won a devoted
new readership, with several titles entering the bestseller
charts.

(S) Adventure Suspense
Playing Time: 10 hours 30 mins

Playing Time: 7 hours 30 mins

Martin Edwards
The Story Of Classic Crime
In 100 Books

David Donachie
Blood Will Out

Read by Peter Noble
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Read by Gordon Griffin
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MP3
1

Katie Flynn
A Kiss And A Promise
Sometimes hope is all you need...
Liverpool, 1917. When Irish seaman Michael Gallagher docks in Liverpool after years of fighting with the British Navy, he never expects to fall in love. But
the moment he glimpses Stella Bennett, all thoughts of returning to his homeland vanish. Determined to be together, the young couple defy Stella’s parents’
wishes. But their plans to marry are soon derailed by the arrival of baby Ginny. Her crop of fiery red hair plants a seed of doubt in her father’s mind and it’s
not long before their world begins to fall apart.

(S) Saga
Read by Anne Dover
Playing Time: 14 hours
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November 2020
Mary Kelly
The Christmas Egg
British Library Crime Classics
In a gloomy apartment off Islington High Street, Chief Inspector Brett Nightingale and Sergeant Beddoes find an old woman dead. The Princess Olga
Karukhin, who fled from Russia at the time of the Revolution, has lived in terror of being discovered ever since. Olga’s grandson, Ivan, appears to have
run from the scene, but is later seen returning to the apartment as though oblivious to the terrible crime. Taking place between 22nd and 24th December,
Nightingale’s enquiry takes him across London, culminating in the wrapping of the mystery on Christmas Eve.

(S) Classic Crime
Read by David Thorpe

CD
6

Playing Time: 6 hours 30 mins

Stephen Leather
Breakout

Edward Marston
Fear On The Phantom
Special

Lex Harper Series
A friend in need is a friend indeed. And no one is a better
friend than hitman-for-hire Lex Harper. When a friend
from his past ends up in a Bolivian prison, Harper doesn’t
think twice about going to his aid. Beatings, rapes and
murders are an everyday occurrence in the prison. But
the only way to break his friend out is for Harper to put his
own life on the line, in a place where death comes quickly
and only the strong survive. Getting into the prison is easy
enough – but can Harper get out? And how many people
will he have to kill to make it back?

Inspector Robert Colbeck Series
Halloween 1861. A special train with two carriages
steams across the Lake District at night on its way to a
place notorious for its record of supernatural incidents.
Lighting inside the carriages is poor and without warning,
the lamp goes out in the last compartment of the second
carriage, plunging it into darkness. When The Special
reaches the end of its journey, the passengers pour out
onto the station platform. There are almost 60 of them
in all, laughing and jostling. The prevailing excitement is
shattered by a cry – a dead body has been discovered in
the seats. This will prove to be a very puzzling new case
for the Railway Detective.

(I) Thriller
Read by Paul Thornley
Playing Time: 8 hours 34 mins
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Read by Gordon Griffin
Playing Time: 10 hours

D.E. Stevenson
Smouldering Fire

Caroline Taggart
Christmas At War

Despite his passionate love for Ardfalloch, Iain has been
driven to let his home and estate to Mr Hetherington
Smith, a wealthy London businessman, and his kindly
wife (who was, truth be told, happier when they were
poor.) MacAslan stays on in a cottage by the loch,
aided by his devoted keeper Donald and Donald’s wife
Morag. But he finds himself irresistibly drawn to Linda
Medworth and her young son, invited to Ardfalloch by
Mrs Hetherington Smith.

Heartwarming True Stories Of How Britain
Came Together On The Home Front

Playing Time: 11 hours
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N/F

No turkey. No fruit to make a decent pudding. No
money for presents. Your children away from home;
your husband, father and brothers off fighting. How in
the world does one celebrate Christmas? That was the
situation facing the people of Britain for six years during
the Second World War. From the family whose dog ate
the Christmas roast, leaving them to enjoy Spam with
all the trimmings, to the exhibition of hand-made toys
for children in a Singapore prison camp, these first-hand
stories are by turns tragic, poignant and funny. Between
them, they paint a picture of a world that was in many
ways kinder and less self-centered than ours. Even if – or
perhaps because – there was a war on.

(S) N/F: History

(S) General Fiction
Read by James Bryce
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November/December 2020
Janet Tanner
A Family Affair
Hillsbridge Quartet
Jenny Simmons has always thought of herself as the ugly duckling of her family, so when she blossoms into a swan, she’s not quite sure what to do. When
amateur boxer Bryn Thompson walks into her life, it seems happiness really is possible. But then a well-kept family secret rears its ugly head, a secret
that could put her very life in danger. Helen Hall, a newly-qualified doctor, may just be able to help her, but will she risk the job she loves in order to do it?

(S) Saga
Read by Gordon Griffin

CD
20

Playing Time: 16 hours 47 mins

Jim Eldridge
Murder At The Manchester
Museum

Vivian Conroy
Honeymoon With Death
Murder Will Follow Series
After a whirlwind romance and dream wedding, the new
Mrs Ramsforth is whisked away to an idyllic Greek island
by her adoring husband. But as soon as they arrive at
their luxurious hotel overlooking the azure sea, Damaris
is struck by the feeling she’s been here before... Puzzling
over the familiarity, Damaris’ honeymoon goes from
unsettling to a complete nightmare when she finds herself
standing over a dead body, unable to explain how she got
there. Now only one man can save her – fellow vacationer
and former Scotland Yard inspector Jasper. But even he
starts to doubt Damaris’ innocence when he discovers
that it’s not her first time embroiled in a murder case...

Museum Mysteries Series
1895. Former Scotland Yard detective Daniel Wilson,
made famous from his days working the Jack the Ripper
case, and his archaeologist sidekick Abigail Fenton are
summoned to investigate the murder of a young woman
at the Manchester Museum. Though staff remember the
woman as a recent and regular visitor, no one appears to
know who she is and she has no possessions from which
identify her. Seeking help from a local journalist, Daniel
hopes to unravel this mystery, but the journey to the truth
is fraught with obstacles...

(S) Historical Mystery
Read by Gordon Griffin
Playing Time: 8 hours 56 mins
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Michael Gilbert
Death Has Deep Roots
British Library Crime Classics
At the Central Criminal Court, an eager crowd awaits the trial of Victoria Lamartine, an active participant in the Resistance during the war. She is now
employed at the Family Hotel in Soho, where Major Eric Thoseby has been found murdered. The cause of death? A stabbing reminiscent of techniques
developed by the Maquisards. While the crime is committed in England, its roots are buried in a vividly depicted wartime France. Thoseby is believed to
have fathered Lamartine’s child, and the prosecution insist that his death is revenge for his abandonment of Lamartine and her arrest by the Gestapo. A
last-minute change in Lamartine’s defence counsel grants solicitor Nap Rumbold just eight days to prove her innocence.

(S) Classic Crime
Read by Gordon Griffin
Playing Time: 9 hours
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December 2020
Sarah Hawkswood
Vale Of Tears
The Bradecote And Catchpoll Investigations
April 1144. A body is found floating in Fladbury mill leat, a man in green who has been stabbed but not robbed. The Lord Sheriff’s trio discover him to be an
Evesham horse dealer, who has a beautiful young wife who ‘strays’. Did the wife or one of her lovers get rid of him? What is the connection with the Lord
of Harvington, who wed the man’s sister, and how did that lady meet her death? The trio have to work seamlessly together to unravel the thread that links
seemingly disparate deaths before even more people die, and in the process keep Walkelin from the noose.

(I) Historical Mystery
Read by Matt Addis
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Playing Time: 7 hours 55 mins
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Michael Jecks
The Outlaws Of Ennor

Jan Jones
A Rational Proposal

The Medieval West Country Mystery Series

Furze House Irregulars Series

On their return home from their pilgrimage, Baldwin and
Simon’s ship is attacked off the coast of the Scilly Isles by
pirates and Simon looks on in horror as Baldwin is swept
overboard. Washed ashore on the tiny island of Ennor,
Simon is distraught to think that his closest friend is dead,
but he has to put aside his grief when the master of the
castle orders him to investigate a murder. Meanwhile,
Baldwin himself has been washed up on St Nicholas
and is nursed back to health by the beautiful Tedia. He
uncovers a different picture of the island as he too begins
to investigate the murder. Can Baldwin and Simon’s
parallel investigations uncover the truth?

When spirited Verity Bowman is left a sizeable legacy by
her uncle on condition that she spends six months “in a
wholly rational manner”, neither she nor her long-suffering
attorney Charles Congreve have any idea where it will
lead them. Nor, it has to be said, does anyone else. Set in
Newmarket and London, A Rational Proposal is the first
in the Furze House Irregulars series featuring women of
spirit, women of courage, women who don’t see why, in
this male-dominated Regency era, they should not also
play their part in bringing wrong-doers to justice.

(S) Historical Mystery
Read by Mark Elstob
Playing Time: 15 hours 30 mins

(S) Historical Romance
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Read by Karen Cass
Playing Time: 6 hours

Jackie Ladbury
The Potter’s Daughter
Is love powerful enough to cross the class divide? When Daniel Davenport saves Maddie Lockett and her young brother Tom from drowning, an immediate
bond is forged between them. But Daniel is an aspiring doctor and son of a wealthy manufacturer, whilst Maddie is a potter’s daughter from a povertystricken area of the Potteries. Even a friendship between the two could be frowned upon, let alone anything more. But Maddie and Daniel want more, and
as they grow closer gossip and prejudice look set to spoil their blossoming romance. Do the young couple stand a chance when there are those who would
stop at nothing to keep them apart?

(S) Historical Romance
Read by Julie Maisey
Playing Time: 10 hours 25 mins
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December 2020
E.C.R. Lorac
Murder In The Mill-Race
British Library Crime Classics
When Dr Raymond Ferens moves to a practice at Milham in the Moor in north Devon, he and his wife are enchanted with the beautiful hill-top village lying
so close to moor and sky. At first they see only its charm, but soon they begin to uncover its secrets, envy, hatred and malice. Everyone says that Sister
Monica, warden of a children’s home, is a saint but is she? A few months after the Ferens’ arrival her body is found drowned in the mill-race. Chief Inspector
Macdonald faces one of his most difficult cases in a village determined not to betray its dark secrets to a stranger.

(S) Classic Crime
Read by David Thorpe
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Playing Time: 8 hours 26 mins
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Priscilla Masters
Bridge Of Sighs

Sadie Ryan
Behind Closed Doors

Martha Gunn Series

She’s in your house, now she wants your life
Tina Valentine has it all: the loving family, the beautiful
house, the successful career. But then Megan Pearson
starts work at Tina’s law firm and the perfect world Tina
has built for herself starts to collapse, as it becomes clear
that the newcomer is intent on infiltrating every aspect
of her life. Something is obviously wrong with Megan but
nobody else seems to see it. As the mind games and
manipulations continue, Tina comes to the sickening
conclusion that now she’s opened the door to Megan, it’s
going to be impossible to make her leave...

Gina Marconi was a beautiful young barrister with
everything to live for: a loving fiancé, a young son and
a successful career. So why did she leave her home in
the middle of the night and drive her car into a stone
wall? Soon afterwards, Patrick Elson, a clever twelveyear-old schoolboy, jumps off a bridge onto the A5. The
victims are unrelated, but neither suicide makes sense.
Then there’s a third unexplained death: DI Alex Randall’s
wife, Erica. With Alex on gardening leave pending an
investigation, Martha must search for answers to the
questions raised by the suicides on her own. Not only
that, she must confront the most difficult question of all:
could Alex Randall be a murderer?

(S) Mystery
Read by Patricia Gallimore
Playing Time: 10 hours 3 mins
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Judith Saxton
First Love, Last Love
It wasn’t a privileged childhood, but it was a happy one. Sybil and Lizzie Cream, brought up in a fisherman’s cottage on the edge of the cold North Sea,
were content to leave privilege where it belonged: with their friends the Wintertons. Christina Winterton was the same age as Sybil and the two girls were
inseparable, but it was Lizzie whom Ralph Winterton, three years older, found irresistible. Then war came to East Anglia, and so did Manchester-born Fenn
Kitzmann, now of the American Army Air Force. At their first meeting he is attracted by Sybil’s subtle charm, but before he sees her again her own personal
tragedy has struck, and he finds her changed almost out of recognition.

(S) Saga
Read by Anne Dover
Playing Time: 19 hours
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