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January 2021
Merryn Allingham
The Venice Atonement

Mary Collins
Victory On Ten Bells Street

While watching the opera at La Fenice, Nancy Tremayne is
shocked to see a woman fall to her death. But how did this
tragedy occur? Newlywed Nancy is accompanying her art
professor husband, Leo, on a work trip. As she explores
Italy’s beautiful city on the water, she is increasingly
compelled to uncover the mysterious circumstances
surrounding the woman’s death. Leo is adamant it was
an accident but his assistant, Archie, reluctantly helps
Nancy. Nancy’s determination to reveal the facts puts her
in harm’s way more than once. As she learns more about
Venice’s secrets she realizes she may be forced to make
a choice – the truth, or her life?

Spitalfields Series
1950, London. With the war finally behind them, the Ten
Bells Street girls are building new lives. Becky is the only
one to remain in the East End, working as a nurse. Rose
has escaped the troubles of the city and lives with her
husband and son in Essex. And Bernie has travelled to
Israel to join her long-term lover and continue her work
as a photographer. But despite their separation, the girls’
friendship continues to stand strong.

(SS) Saga

(S) Historical Mystery
Read by Charlotte Strevens
Playing Time: 10 hours
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The Paris Girl
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Read by David Thorpe
Playing Time: 9 hours 9 mins

Rosalie Ham
There Should Be More
Dancing

Summer 1918. After their experiences on the front line of
battle, young couple Amy and Edmond Derwent have now
settled back in England. The Great War rages on, and
Edmond, still struggling with the effects of the injury he
sustained at Ypres, feels the guilt of remaining at home.
But life at Larchbury is not without its own problems – as
food becomes scarce, and the Spanish Influenza causes
deaths throughout England. Can Amy and Edmond keep
their love strong?

Margery Blandon was always a principled woman who
found guidance from the wisdom of desktop calendars.
She lived quietly in Gold Street, Brunswick for sixty years
until events drove her to the 43rd floor of the Tropic Hotel.
As she waits for the crowds in the atrium far below to
disperse, she contemplates what went wrong. Her best
friend kept an astonishing secret from her, and she can’t
trust the home help. It’s possible her firstborn son has
betrayed her, that her second son might have committed
a crime, and her only daughter is trying to kill her. Even
worse, it seems Margery’s life-long neighbor and enemy –
now demented – always knew the truth...

(A) General Fiction

(SS) Saga
Playing Time: 9 hours 33 min
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British Library Crime Classics

Rosemary Goodacre
Until The War Is Over

Read by Julia Franklin

CD
7

On a fine autumn weekend Lord Aveling hosts a hunting
party at his country house, Bragley Court. Among
the guests are an actress, a journalist, an artist and a
mystery novelist. The unlucky thirteenth is John Foss,
injured at the local train station and brought to the house
to recuperate – but John is nursing a secret of his own.
Soon events take a sinister turn when a painting is
mutilated, a dog stabbed, and a man strangled. Death
strikes more than one of the house guests, and the police
are called. Detective Inspector Kendall’s skills are tested
to the utmost as he tries to uncover the hidden past of
everyone at Bragley Court.

(O) Historical Fiction
Playing Time: 13 hours 51 mins

Playing Time: 7 hours 52 mins

J. Jefferson Farjeon
Thirteen Guests

1920s Paris. Tatiana Vytenis has worked hard to leave her
past behind. Once a ruined Russian princess in hiding,
she is now a sought-after model and engaged to Gérard
de Sainte-Vierge. But fate still has a final hand to play.
Hidden beneath their genteel exteriors, Gérard and his
brother have a secret darker side, and her darling fiancé
will gladly ruin Tatiana’s life to save his own reputation.
As Tatiana’s situation becomes ever more desperate, she
crosses paths with an unlikely guardian angel. Regan
Dortmeyer is an American in Paris. As the consequences
of her disastrous engagement threaten to swallow Tatiana
up, he might be the only one who can save her now...

Read by Anna Bentinck

Read by Annie Aldington
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Read by Brigid Lohrey
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January 2021

Veronica Heley
Murder By Suggestion

Peter James
Faith

Ellie Quicke Series

How perfect is too perfect?
Ross Ransome is at the top of his profession; one of the
most successful plastic surgeons in the business. Such a
man would expect his wife to be perfect – and why not?
After all, he has spent enough hours in surgery to get
her that way. But when his wife falls ill she turns her back
on conventional medicine, and her arid marriage, and
seeks help from the world of alternative medicine and
a charismatic therapist who promises not just medical
salvation. For Ransome, this is the ultimate betrayal.
It defies logic, and Ross is a profoundly logical man.
Logically, he can see no reason why any man should
have his wife when he can’t. It’s all completely rational…

Ellie Quicke is shocked when her daughter, Diana, turns
up at her door with a suitcase in tow. Bunny Brewster
has died of an overdose, and Diana’s husband, Evan, is
convinced that she is responsible for his friend’s death.
It seems that Diana and four other neglected wives
of Evan’s friends recently joked about ways to kill their
husbands. Diana’s suggested method of murder involved
muddling up pills – could this be how Bunny died? All five
women are soon causing havoc at Ellie’s house, but a
further distressing development confirms Ellie’s instinct
that there’s more to this than meets the eye.

(S) Mystery
Read by Julia Franklin
Playing Time: 8 hours 53 mins
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Michael Jecks
The Tolls Of Death
After their grueling journeys to Galicia and Scilly, Baldwin
and Simon are at last back on the English mainland.
Eager to get home, they set off on horseback but only
get as far as Cardinham on Bodmin Moor. Here, they are
detained by the castellan who requires their help to solve
two murders on the estate. The first victim is a widow,
found dead with her two children. The second is Serlo,
the miller, who has recently been discovered embezzling
castle money taken in tolls. As Baldwin and Simon begin
a double investigation, they must look beneath the village
friendships and family loyalties to find an evil killer and
secure Cardinham’s safety.
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Read by Angela Ness
Playing Time: 8 hours 12 mins

Elizabeth Murphy
The Land Is Bright

Would you take a chance on a bad boy with a leather
jacket and a vintage motorbike? That’s the question single
mum Jo Morris has to ask herself when she collides with
local bike mechanic Ed Griffiths on a rainy Welsh hillside.
Working at the Art Café, Jo hears the gossip and is all
too aware of Ed’s reputation. But whilst he’s certainly no
angel, there is something about Ed’s daredevil antics that
Jo can’t ignore. And as she gets to know him better and
watches the kind way he deals with her young son Liam,
she begins to wonder – is there more to this “bad boy”
than meets the eye?

Liverpool Saga
Life changes for the Palin children when Mam dies, and
it’s up to twelve-year-old Sally to take her place. Sally is
determined that her baby sister Emily has a better life.
When Emily is sent to live with rich relatives, it seems
like her wish has come true. Sally and her family may
face poverty in Liverpool, but love shared will help them
overcome their hardships. Emily, however, wanting for
nothing, might find out that happiness is harder to find…

(SS) Saga

(S) Romance
Playing Time: 9 hours 20 mins
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The body of Paul Shore toppled onto him, a stream of
blood pooling around them on the concrete. Bernard
lay back and waited to see if he too was going to die.
An undercover agent gone rogue is threatening to
shoot a civil servant a day. As panic reigns, the Health
Enforcement Team race against time to track him down –
before someone turns the gun on them.

Sue McDonagh
Meet Me At The Art Café

Read by Charlotte Strevens
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Health Of Strangers Series

(S) Historical Mystery
Playing Time: 13 hours 3 mins

Playing Time: 16 hours 4 mins

Lesley Kelly
Murder At The Music
Factory

The Medieval West Country Mystery Series

Read by Mark Elstob

Read by Katie Scarfe
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Read by Julie Maisey
Playing Time: 13 hours 33 mins
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January 2021
Agnes Ravatn
The Seven Doors

Carmen Radtke
Murder At The Races

University professor Nina is at a turning point. Her work
seems increasingly irrelevant, her doctor husband is
never home, relations with her difficult daughter are
strained, and their beautiful house is scheduled for
demolition. When her daughter decides to move into
another house they own, things take a very dark turn.
The young woman living there disappears, leaving her
son behind, the day after Nina and her daughter pay her
a visit. With few clues, the police enquiry soon grinds to
a halt, but Nina has an inexplicable sense of guilt. She
begins her own investigation, but as she pulls on the
threads of the case, it seems her discoveries may have
very grave consequences for her and her family.

Jack and Frances Mystery
1931. Frances Palmer is overjoyed when her brother Rob
returns to Adelaide as a racecourse veterinarian. But all
is not well on the turf, and when a man is murdered, there
is only one suspect – Rob. Frances and her boyfriend,
charming night club owner Jack Sullivan, along with exvaudevillian Uncle Sal and their friends, have only one
chance to unmask the real murderer by infiltrating the
racecourse. The odds are against them...luckily, putting
on a dazzling show where everything depends on sleight
of hand is what they do best. But nothing is a dead cert
against a cold-blooded killer. And with time running out for
Rob, the race is on...

(A) Historical Mystery

A

Read by Taryn Ryan
Playing Time: 6 hours 13 mins

(I) Suspense
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Helen Rolfe

Michael Robotham
If I Tell You I’ll Have To Kill A U R O R A
You

N/F

Hannah went from high flyer in the city to business owner
and has never looked back. In the cozy Cotswold village
of Butterbury she runs Tied Up with String, sending
handmade gifts and care packages across the miles, as
well as delivering them to people she thinks need them
the most. But when her ex best friend Georgia turns
up and wants in on the action, will Hannah be willing to
forgive and forget? With her business in jeopardy she
needs to maintain the reputation she’s established, and
discover who she can trust... Meanwhile, a mysterious
care package lands on her own doorstep at Lantern
Cottage. Who is trying to win her heart?

Crime fiction is the single most popular genre in
international publishing and Australia has some of the
finest practitioners when it comes to walking the mean
streets and nailing the bad guys. Australia’s best crime
writers – Michael Robotham, Kerry Greenwood, Shane
Maloney, Peter Corris, Tara Moss and more – share the
secrets to their success, their best-ever writing tips and
their favorite ‘must reads’. An ideal guide for aspiring
writers and crime fiction fans alike.

Read by Shaun Morton & Taryn Ryan
Playing Time: 8 hours 1 min

Lantern Square
Lantern Square Series

Australia’s Top Crime Writers Reveal Their
Secrets

(A) N/F: General
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Read by Karen Cass
Playing Time: 10 hours 41 mins
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Nick Russell-Pavier
The Shepherd’s Bush Murders

N/F

AURORA

The crime, the criminals, the victims and their families. And the biggest manhunt by British police...
Jack Witney served 25 years in prison although he shot no one and was released on appeal, only to be murdered in his Bristol flat a few years later. John
Duddy died in Parkhurst after 15 years. But Harry Roberts, by his own admission the instigator of the crime and the most notorious, was released from
prison after 48 years in 2015 making national front page news. What could possess an apparently rational and sane man, albeit an habitual criminal, to
commit such a callous and ruthless act? How can an ordinary person understand what he did? Should he be forgiven?

(O) N/F: True Crime
Read by Simon Mattacks
Playing Time: 12 hours 34 mins
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January/February 2021

Janet Tanner
The Penrose Treasure

Rebecca Tope
The Patterdale Plot

Cornish Saga

Lake District Mysteries: Simmy Brown Series

When Tamsin Hardy returns home from her post as
a lady’s maid to attend her mother’s sickbed, her
childhood playmate Isobel Penrose offers her a post
as her companion at Trevarrah House. Tamsin accepts,
but she feels uneasy about Trevarrah House despite her
growing attraction to Isobel’s brother Adam. There is a
bitter rivalry between Adam and his brother Nicholas, and
Tamsin increasingly fears for her growing involvement
with the Penrose family…

Simmy Brown had hoped that her autumn would be
less frantic than usual to give her a chance to enjoy
her pregnancy, her upcoming nuptials, and some time
looking for a new house in the Patterdale area of the
Lake District. But it is not to be... When one of the lodgers
at her parents’ B&B dies in her arms after seemingly
being poisoned, she becomes embroiled in a complex
investigation, headed up by her friend DI Moxon. It is clear
the victim had some connection to a controversial new
building project near Patterdale and Simmy’s ideas of a
quiet run up to Christmas are cruelly dashed.

(S) Mystery

(SS) Saga
Read by Katherine Press
Playing Time: 9 hours 4 mins
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Read by Julia Franklin
Playing Time: 8 hours 20 mins

George Bellairs
The Body In The Dumb
River

Annie Clarke
Christmas On The Home
Front

British Library Crime Classics

Factory Girls Series

“For the most part, the dead man received public
sympathy. A decent, hardworking chap, with not an
enemy anywhere. People were surprised that anybody
should want to kill Jim.” But Jim has been drowned in
the Dumb River, near Ely, miles from his Yorkshire home.
His body, clearly dumped in the usually silent (“dumb”)
waterway, has been discovered before the killer intended
– disturbed by a torrential flood. With critical urgency
it’s up to Superintendent Littlejohn of Scotland Yard to
trace the mystery of the unassuming victim’s murder to
its source, leaving waves of scandal and sensation in his
wake as the hidden, salacious dealings of Jim Teasdale
begin to surface.

October 1942. Viola loves her new job away from the
factory, and hopes that her romance with the handsome
Ralph might have a happy ending. Meanwhile, married
life is proving tough for Fran and Davey. Following her
husband’s shock confession, Beth finally feels as though
she’s regaining control of her life. Christmas is a time for
family and friends, and the factory girls will do everything
they can to ensure this year’s celebration is one to
remember.

Playing Time: 6 hours
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Read by Patricia Gallimore
Playing Time: 11 hours 10 mins

Vivian Conroy
Under The Guise Of Death

J. Jefferson Farjeon
Seven Dead

Murder Will Follow Series

British Library Crime Classics

While attending a lavish masked ball in Venice, retired
Scotland Yard detective Jasper has a shock when, at the
midnight demasque, he spots a woman whose accidental
death he investigated in England three years ago.
Even more stunned than Jasper is the woman’s husband,
Lord Bantham, who has since remarried, not to mention
his new wife who sees her acquired position and wealth
slip away. Then there are her old friends who all seem
to have known more about the “accident” than they ever
let on.
When the resurrected lady is found dead the next
morning on one of Venice’s many bridges, the question
is: who wanted Lady Bantham to die, again?

Amateur thief Ted Lyte has chosen an isolated house
by the coast for his first robbery. But Haven House is no
ordinary country home. While hunting for silverware to
steal, Ted stumbles upon a locked room containing seven
dead bodies.
Detective Inspector Kendall takes on the case with the
help of passing yachtsman Thomas Hazeldean. The
search for the house’s absent owners brings Hazeldean
across the Channel to Boulogne, where he finds more
than one motive to stay and investigate.

(S) Historical Mystery
Read by Gordon Griffin
Playing Time: 7 hours 30 mins
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Read by Gordon Griffin
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Read by David Thorpe
Playing Time: 7 hours
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February 2021
Kirsty Ferry
A Secret Rose
Merryn Burton is excited to travel down to Cornwall to start her first big job for the London art dealers she works for. But as soon as she arrives at
Pencradoc, a beautiful old mansion, she realizes this will be no ordinary commission.
Not only is Pencradoc filled with fascinating, and possibly valuable artwork, it is also owned by the Penhaligon brothers – and Merryn’s instant connection
with Kit Penhaligon could be another reason why her trip suddenly becomes a whole lot more interesting.
But the longer Merryn stays at Pencradoc the more obvious it is that the house has a secret, and a long-forgotten Rose might just hold the key...

(S) Romance
Read by Charlotte Strevens
Playing Time: 7 hours 35 mins

Lesley Glaister
Blasted Things

Anna Jacobs
Finding Cassie

WW1 is over. As a nurse at the front, Clementine has
found and lost love, but has settled for middle-class
marriage. Vincent had half his face blown off, and
wants more than life offers now. Drawn together by their
shared experiences at the Front, they have a compulsive
relationship, magnetic and parasitic, played out with
blackmail and ending in disaster for one of them.

When the teenage girl who’s been hanging around near
the house knocks on the door and tells her she’s her
granddaughter, Cassie is shocked rigid. There’s only one
way this can be true: if Evie is the daughter of the baby
Cassie gave away for adoption when she was herself a
troubled teenager. Is this a trick? Or is Evie’s tale true?
When she finds out why the girl has come to find her, it
brings a tangle of other problems that she can’t ignore.
This was the last thing she expected to be dealing with
as she moves into her new home in a leisure village in
Wiltshire.

(O) Historical Fiction
Read by Jilly Bond
Playing Time: 9 hours 59 mins
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Read by Karen Cass
Playing Time: 8 hours

Michael J. Malone
A Song Of Isolation
Film star Amelie Hart is the darling of the silver screen, appearing on the front pages of every newspaper. But at the peak of her fame she throws it all
away for a regular guy with an ordinary job. The gossip columns are aghast. Any hope the furor will die down are crushed when Amelie’s boyfriend Dave is
arrested on charges of child sexual abuse. Dave strongly asserts his innocence, and when Amelie refuses to denounce him, the press witch hunt quickly
turns into physical violence, and she has to flee the country. Damaris, the victim at the center of the story, is isolated – a child trying to make sense of an
adult world.

(I) Thriller
Read by David Monteath
Playing Time: 9 hours 51 mins
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February 2021

Maggie Mason
A Blackpool Christmas
Sandgronians Trilogy
Christmas 1918. The war is over, but peace hasn’t quite settled between newly-reunited sisters Babs and Beth.
Tilly and her daughters have encountered enough pain to last several lifetimes, but their struggles are far from over. Will they be able to put their past behind
them and look forward to a happy future?

The final book in the Sandgronians trilogy

(SS) Saga
Read by Anne Dover
Playing Time: 11 hours 54 mins

Beryl Matthews
From This Day Forward

Jenn J. McLeod
Simmering Season

As if everyday life in London’s slums wasn’t hard enough
for Jane Roberts and her three children, the day that
ne’er-do-well husband Bert walks out on his family as
rent day draws near is a particularly dark time. In the
wake of his desertion, the family pull together to find their
way forward, and Jane takes the steps she needs to get
a divorce and free them all from Bert in the future. With
help from a neighbor who is not all she seems, a lucky
break and fresh opportunities, the road ahead starts to
look more promising. But will Bert wreck the new start the
Roberts family have their sights set on?

Dan Ireland, a work-weary police crash investigator still
hell-bent on punishing himself for his misspent youth,
has ample justifications for not going home to Calingarry
Crossing for the school reunion, but one very good
reason why he should...Maggie Lindeman. Maggie is
back in Calingarry Crossing trying to sell the family pub,
while also dealing with a restless seventeen-year-old
son, a father with dementia, a fame-obsessed musician
husband back in the city, and a dwindling bank account.
The last thing she needs is a surprise houseguest for
the summer. And Fiona Bailey-Blair, daughter of an old
friend and spoilt with everything but the truth, whips up a
maelstrom of gossip when she blows into town in search
of answers...
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(A) Romance
(S) Saga
Read by Annie Aldington
Playing Time: 11 hours
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Read by Lisa Armytage &
Nicholas Osmond
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Rosie Meddon
Her Patriotic Duty
Esme Colborne is about to marry Richard Trevannion. When she finds out she is adopted – from a working class family – she cannot allow Richard to
marry so far beneath his station.
Fleeing the life she knew, she starts working as a ‘decoy woman’, testing British undercover operatives who may otherwise reveal secrets in a moment of
weakness.
However, she still has feelings for Richard. Will she be brave enough to risk having her heart broken all over again?

(SS) Saga
Read by Penelope Freeman
Playing Time: 10 hours 1 min
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February 2021
Carol Rivers
Christmas Child
It’s Christmas 1880 in London’s East End and a dying Irish girl leaves her baby in the care of the Sisters of Clemency.
The nuns raise little Ettie O’Reilly as their own. But the lives of the nuns and orphans are soon crushed by an unexpected turn of events. Ettie is at her
lowest ebb when she is betrayed by the boy who has promised his undying love and loyalty.
She is faced with the revelation of a heart-wrenching secret.

(SS) Saga
CD
8

Read by Annie Aldington
Playing Time: 8 hours 51 mins

Zoë Sharp
Bones In The River

Caroline Taggart
Wartime Summer

Lakes Thriller Series

True Stories Of Love, Life And Loss On The
British Home Front

The traditional Appleby Horse Fair hosts the largest
gathering of Gypsies and Travelers in Europe. The
sudden influx of more than 40,000 visitors into the small
Lakeland town has always caused its share of problems.
But it’s also known as a good time to settle old scores.
This year, the Fair brings with it with the discovery of
two bodies near the River Eden – one very recent and
another a long-time buried. As CSI Grace McColl and
Detective Nick Weston search for answers, old secrets
are revealed, old wounds are reopened, and tensions
threaten to erupt into violence.

Playing Time: 13 hours 35 mins

N/F

We take summer holidays for granted but back in the
1940s, war had gripped Britain. Bombs fell, beaches
were closed off, and petrol was rationed by the forbidding
question, ‘Is your journey really necessary?’ But the
summer days seemed to go on forever – and British
families were determined to make the best of their
paralyzed country. For evacuated children, this meant
freedom that is unimaginable today: discovering wildlife,
foraging from orchards and hedgerows and swimming
in the streams. Elsewhere, country estates were
requisitioned for the war efforts. Caroline Taggart shows
us how Britons succeeded in keeping spirits up with this
entertaining collection of first-hand reminiscences from
people who lived through those six long years.

(S) N/F: History

(O) Mystery
Read by Lewis Hancock
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Dave Warner
Over My Dead Body
Cryogenicist Dr Georgette Watson has mastered the art of bringing frozen hamsters back to life. Now what she really needs is a body to confirm her
technique will work on humans.
Meanwhile, in New York City, winter is closing in, and there’s a killer on the loose, slaying strangers who seem to have nothing in common.
Is it simple good fortune that Georgette, who freelances for the NYPD, suddenly finds herself in the company of the greatest detective of all time? And will
Sherlock Holmes be able to save Dr Watson in a world that has changed drastically in 200 years, even if human nature has not?

(A) Thriller
Read by Katherine Fenton
Playing Time: 11 hours 23 mins
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February/March 2021

S.R. White
Hermit
“A taut, beautifully observed slow-burner with an explosive finish.” PETER MAY
After the puzzling death of a shopkeeper in rural Australia, troubled detective Dana Russo has just 12 hours to interrogate the prime suspect – a silent,
inscrutable man found at the scene of the crime, who simply vanished 15 years earlier. Where has he been? And just how dangerous is he?
Without conclusive evidence linking him to the killing, Dana must race against time to persuade him to speak. But over a series of increasingly intense
interviews, Dana is forced to confront her own past if she wants him to reveal the shocking truth...

(A) Mystery

A

Read by Helen Walsh
Playing Time: 13 hours 12 mins
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Alison Belsham
The Embalmer

Rachel Brimble
A Shop Girl’s Christmas

Marni Mullins and Francis Sullivan Series

Pennington’s Department Store Series

Has the ancient Egyptian cult of immortality resurfaced
in Brighton?
When a freshly-mummified body is discovered at the
Brighton Museum of Natural History, Detective Francis
Sullivan is at a loss to identify the desiccated woman.
But as Egyptian burial jars of body parts with cryptic
messages attached start appearing, he realizes he has
a serial killer on his hands. Revenge, obsession and an
ancient religion form a potent mix, unleashing a wave
of terror throughout the city. Caught in a race against
time while battling his own demons, Francis must fight
to uncover the true identity of the Embalmer before it’s
too late…

Christmas should be the happiest time, but at Pennington’s
dramas are seething beneath the surface. For Cornelia
Culford, a divorce hearing looms, where she could lose
custody of her sons to her unfaithful husband. For
Stephen Gower, being head of security at Pennington’s is
the perfect refuge from a tragic past at Scotland Yard. But
soon Joseph Carter and Elizabeth Pennington beg him to
help solve the murder of Joseph’s first wife, now that the
killer has struck again.

(O) Mystery
Read by Candida Gubbins/Ben Higgins
& Toby Webster
Playing Time: 12 hours 42 mins
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Playing Time: 9 hours 49 mins
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Rosie Clarke		
Christmas Is For Children
December 1930. With the Depression biting deeper, it
looks like many children in the East End will wake up to
nothing on Christmas morning. Widower Robbie Graham
earns just enough to put food on the table for his children,
Ben and Ruthie. Local cake shop owner Flo Hawkins
can’t bear the thought of any child having nothing for
Christmas. Along with her sister Honour, she hatches a
plan to bring some festive cheer to the community.

When high-flying American lawyer Samantha Muir finds
out she’s lost her partnership whilst on an assignment
in London, she has a dramatic reaction. Rather than
returning home, she resigns, leaves her business suits
behind and jumps on the first train to Cornwall at the
encouragement of a friendly stranger. The village of
Little Penhaven, where Samantha eventually ends up, is
a world away from her life in Knoxville, Tennessee – and
local farmer Cadan Day is certainly a world away from
any man she has met before. But could the Cornish
village and Cadan play a part in Samantha’s summer of
self-discovery?

(S) Romance
Playing Time: 8 hours 13 mins
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(SS) Saga
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Angela Britnell
One Summer In Little
Penhaven

Read by Francine Brody
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Read by Annie Aldington
Playing Time: 9 hours 58 mins
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March 2021
Victoria Cornwall
Daughter Of The House
Evelyn Pendragon is spirited but lonely, and largely ignored by her parents whose attentions are taken up with her brother, Nicholas: the expected heir to
the family’s Cornish estate and the one who will carry on the Pendragon name.
Stifled by her aristocratic existence, Evelyn finds companionship in an unlikely place when she befriends Drake Vennor, an apprentice gardener on the
estate.
But when Evelyn’s life is thrown into turmoil by a tragedy, she realizes just how much she has come to rely on Drake. Will family expectations and the burden
of the Pendragon name mean she must turn her back on him when she needs him the most?

(S) Historical Romance
Read by Emma Powell
Playing Time: 10 hours 35 mins

(I) Adventure Suspense
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Read by Gordon Griffin
Playing Time: 13 hours

Katie Flynn
Polly’s Angel

Luke Horton
The Fogging

1936. Polly’s guardian angel has to work overtime when
her large family is forced to move from the countryside
they love into central Liverpool. Money is desperately
short and with her mother working and her father
sick, Polly is easily led astray by the handsome Sunny
Andersen.
But soon war looms, and Sunny joins the navy to train
as a signaler. After the horrors of the May Blitz, Polly too
decides she wants to help her country and goes into the
WRNs. She hears that an old pal, Tad Donoghue from the
Dublin slums, is now in the Royal Air Force. Tad hopes to
be reunited with his Polly, but she is in love with Sunny...
isn’t she?

Tom and Clara are two struggling academics in their
mid-thirties, who decide to take their first holiday in ten
years. On the flight over to Indonesia, Tom experiences
a debilitating panic attack, which he keeps hidden from
Clara. At the resort, they meet Madeleine, a charismatic
French woman, her Australian partner, Jeremy, and fiveyear-old son, Ollie, and the two couples strike up an easy
friendship. The holiday starts to look up, even to Tom, who
is struggling to get out of his own head. But when Clara
and Madeleine become trapped in the maze-like grounds
of the hotel during ‘the fogging’ – to a routine spraying of
pesticide – the dynamics suddenly shift between Tom and
Clara, and the atmosphere of the holiday darkens.

(A) Literary

(S) Saga
Playing Time: 16 hours 30mins
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The stories in this collection will dredge up delight in crime
fiction fans, as watery graves claim unsuspecting victims
on the sands of an estuary and disembodied whispers
penetrate the sleeping quarters of a ship’s captain.
How might a thief plot their escape from a floating crime
scene? And what is to follow when murder victims, lost to
the ocean floor, inevitably resurface?
This British Library anthology collects the best mysteries
set on choppy seas, along snaking rivers and even in the
supposed safety of a swimming pool, including stories by
Arthur Conan Doyle, C.S. Forester, Phyllis Bentley and R.
Austin Freeman.

Autumn 1191 and Robert, Earl of Locksley, also known
as the notorious outlaw Robin Hood, and his loyal
lieutenant Alan Dale, are returning home fresh from
victory in the Third Crusade. They decide to travel via
the Mediterranean sea-route, despite the dangers of the
imminent stormy season. Disaster strikes and Robin and
his men are shipwrecked on the rocky coast of Crete.
They must persuade despotic local tyrants to help them,
outwit brutal pirate chieftains, and outfight an entire
Moorish army to gain a fabulous glittering prize, wealth
beyond the dreams of moneylenders, and carry it safely
home to England – the Caliph’s Gold.

Read by Julie Maisey
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Mysteries On The Waves
British Library Crime Classics

The Outlaw Chronicles

Playing Time: 10 hours 20 mins
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Martin Edwards
Deep Waters

Angus Donald
Robin Hood And The
Caliph’s Gold

Read by Mike Rogers
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Fergus Hume
The Mystery Of A Hansom Cab

E.C.R. Lorac
Fell Murder

“A broodingly atmospheric and impossibly well-plotted
whodunit... I was stunned by the time I had finished it.”
THE BOOKSELLER

British Library Crime Classics
First published in 1944, Fell Murder sees E.C.R. Lorac
at the height of her considerable powers as a purveyor
of well-made and traditional detective fiction. The book
presents a fascinating ‘return of the prodigal’ mystery set
in the later stages of the Second World War, amidst the
close-knit farmerfolk community of Lancashire’s lovely
Lune valley. The Garths had farmed their fertile acres
for generations. Garthmere Hall itself was old before
Flodden Field, and here hot-tempered Robert Garth, still
hale and hearty at 82, ruled his household with a rod of
iron. The peaceful dales and fells of the north country
provide the setting for this grim story of murder.

“One of the hundred best crime novels of all time.” THE
SUNDAY TIMES
Mr. Royston is driving his hansom through the nighttime streets of Melbourne when he is hailed by a man
supporting a slumped, intoxicated figure, and requesting
that the cabman take the unfortunate fellow home –
before proceeding to drop his burden and make a rapid
exit. Bundling the drunken man onto the seat, the cabman
is startled by the reappearance of the good Samaritan,
who joins his acquaintance inside – but jumps out before
the end of the journey. And when Royston, receiving no
response to his inquiries about directions, peers into the
cab, he finds that his passenger is now a corpse...

(A) Mystery

A

Read by Toby Webster
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Chris McGeorge
Inside Out

Florence McNicoll

AURORA

AHome
URORA
For Christmas
Kathy Brentwood is good at keeping it together – or so
it seems to the people around her. But really, struggling
with grief after the death of her husband, Kathy’s life has
become small. On Christmas Day, a chance encounter
with a man and a rescue dog leads Kathy to Battersea
Dogs & Cats Home. She meets Milly, the shy greyhound;
Baxter, the friendly Staffie who brings everyone together
and Archie the Jack Russell Terrier who has a heart of
gold. Through a year of ups and downs, new friends
and even the possibility of romance, a new life beckons
for Kathy. Because at Battersea Dogs & Cats Home,
it is never too late for a second chance – especially at
Christmas.

Cara Lockhart has just commenced a life sentence in
HMP New Fern, the newest maximum security woman’s
prison in the country. She was convicted of a murder she
is adamant she didn’t commit. One morning she wakes
up to find her cellmate murdered – shot in the head with a
gun that is missing. The door was locked all night, which
makes Cara the only suspect. Being the only one who
knows the truth, Cara sets about trying to clear her name,
unravelling an impossible case, with an investigation
governed by a prison timetable. Cara starts to learn more
about her fellow prisoners, finding connections between
them and herself that she would never have imagined.

(O) Crime
Read by Helen Keeley
Playing Time: 9 hours 51 mins

(O) General Fiction
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Read by Jilly Bond
Playing Time: 7 hours 3 mins

Chris Penhall
The House That Alice Built
Alice Dorothy Matthews is sensible. Whilst her best friend Kathy is living it up in Portugal and her insufferable ex Adam is traveling the world, Alice is working
hard to pay for the beloved London house she has put her heart and soul into renovating.
But then a postcard from Buenos Aires turns Alice’s life upside down. One very unsensible decision later and she is in Cascais, Portugal, and so begins her
lesson in “going with the flow”; a lesson that sees her cat-sitting, paddle boarding, dancing on top of bars and rediscovering her artistic talents.
But perhaps the most important part of the lesson for Alice is that you don’t always need a house to be at home.

(S) Romance
Read by Julie Teal
Playing Time: 9 hours 41 mins
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Nicola Pryce
A Cornish Betrothal
Cornwall, 1798. Eighteen months have passed since Midshipman Edmund Melville was declared missing, presumed dead, and Amelia Carew has fallen
in love with a young physician, Luke Bohenna. But, on her birthday, Amelia suddenly receives a letter from Edmund announcing his imminent return. When
he returns, it is clear that his time away has changed him. Amelia, however, is determined to nurse him back to health and honor his heroic actions in the
Navy by renouncing Luke.

(SS) Saga
Read by Penelope Freeman
Playing Time: 12 hours 7 mins

Elaine Roberts
Christmas At The Foyles
Bookshop

(SS) Saga
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Read by Karen Cass
Playing Time: 9 hours 28 mins

Vivian Conroy
An Exhibition Of Murder

Rachel Somers, running... Something appalling happened
in the wood. When Gabriel Ash and his dog come to her
aid, she thinks she’s safe. But this is Norbold, where
things aren’t always as they seem. Detective Chief
Inspector Gorman thinks this is his worst nightmare: a
predatory pedophile who’s prepared to kill rather than be
taken. Constable Hazel Best thinks she’s helping both the
Somers family and her friend Ash, but her tendency to
follow her heart rather than her orders is about to get her
into trouble again. And the people of Norbold have noticed
that descriptions of the attacker, sketchy as they are, fit
Ash better than they fit anyone else...

Murder Will Follow Series
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The opening of an archaeological exhibition brings with
it intrigue and evil as a fabled cursed golden death mask
lives up to its dark past and death strikes at the exhibition.
While digging up pieces of history, these archaeologists
have also been burying secrets – deadly ones – and it’s
up to Jasper to uncover the truth before the murderer
strikes again. With a nosy journalist desperate to breathe
life into the rumor that the mask brings bad luck to anyone
possessing it, and the police eager to blame a famous
cat burglar who recently pulled off a string of daring
robberies, Jasper is on his own in bringing the true culprit
to light.

(S) Historical Mystery

(S) Mystery
Playing Time: 8 hours 35 mins
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(I) Thriller
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Jo Bannister
Dangerous Pursuits

Read by Simon Mattacks
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Burned out and traumatized by her horrifying experiences
around the world, aid worker Úrsula has returned to
Iceland. Unable to settle, she accepts a high-profile
government role. But on her first day in the post, Úrsula
promises to help a mother seeking justice for her daughter,
who had been raped by a policeman. A homeless man
is stalking her – but is he hounding her, or warning her
of some danger? And why has the death of her father
in police custody so many years earlier reared its head
again? As Úrsula is drawn into dirty politics, facing
increasingly deadly threats, the lives of her stalker, her
bodyguard and even a witch-like cleaning lady intertwine.

London, 1917. After the death of their parents, Victoria
did everything she could to keep her siblings safe.
Working at the Foyles Bookshop with her best friends is
a dream come true – but now the war has put everything
she holds dear in danger. With her brother fighting on the
frontline, Victoria wants to do her part. Little does she
know that volunteering to spend time with injured soldiers
at Endell Street Military Hospital will reward her in ways
she could never have imagined.

Playing Time: 10 hours 17 mins
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Lilja Sigurdardottir
Betrayal

Foyles Girls Series

Read by Helen Keeley
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Read by Gordon Griffin
Playing Time: 7 hours 29 mins
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J. Jefferson Farjeon
The Z Murders

Roberta Kray
Betrayed

British Library Crime Classics

To survive, she must trust no one.
After losing her mum in a tragic accident when she was
young, Chrissy Moss had to find out the hard way how to
survive on one of the East End’s most notorious estates.
When a 15-year-old girl disappears, hours after delivering
a message for a local lowlife, the residents take the law
into their own hands, forcing old secrets to resurface.
With rumors flying, Chrissy begins to suspect what
happened to her mother was no accident. But people on
the estate are scared to talk, and to find answers Chrissy
must unravel an age-old web of deceit that runs right into
the heart of London’s East End. Could it be that Chrissy,
like her mother, put her trust in the wrong person?

Richard Temperley arrives at Euston station early on a
fogbound London morning. He takes refuge in a nearby
hotel, along with a disagreeable fellow passenger, who
had snored his way through the train journey. But within
minutes the other man has snored for the last time – he
has been shot dead while sleeping in an armchair. When
the police arrive, Detective Inspector James discovers
a token at the crime scene: ‘a small piece of enameled
metal. Its color was crimson, and it was in the shape of
the letter Z.’ Temperley sets off in pursuit of a mysterious
woman from the hotel and finds himself embroiled in a
cross-country chase on the tail of a sinister serial killer.

(S) Classic Crime
Read by Tim Bentinck
Playing Time: 7 hours 55 mins

(I) Crime
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Read by Annie Aldington
Playing Time: 13 hours 9 mins

Angus MacDonald
Ardnish

Edward Marston
Rage Of The Assassin

Ardnish, 1944. On his deathbed, Donald John Gillies
sends for a priest to hear his last confession. Waiting
anxiously for the priest, his mind travels back to the dusty
plains of South Africa in 1901, where he fought as a Lovat
Scout during the Boer War, and where he met the woman
who was the love of his life. Forced to abandon her and
her young daughter in a British concentration camp,
DJ returns to Scotland and his old life after his camp
is ambushed by Boers and many of his fellow soldiers
are massacred. As he lies dying, an unexpected visitor
arrives at Ardnish, making it more imperative then ever
for DJ to come to terms with the past.

The Bow Street Rivals Series

Playing Time: 7 hours 16 mins
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Carol Thomas
Maybe Baby
Best friends Lisa and Felicity think – maybe, just maybe –
they finally have everything sorted out in their lives. Lisa
is in a happy relationship with her old flame, and busy
mum Felicity has managed to reignite the passion with
her husband, Pete, after a romantic getaway. But when
Lisa walks in on a half-naked woman in her boyfriend’s
flat and Felicity is left reeling from a shocking discovery,
it becomes clear that life is nothing but full of surprises...

Mary Dutton is accused of killing her husband by poison.
The police see it as an open-and-shut case, and even
those protesting for her believe she committed the act,
but is innocent of wrongdoing after suffering years of
domestic abuse. Since his recent success in the highprofile Dryden case catapulted him to the front pages of
the national press, Arthur Skelton is now one of the most
recognizable barristers. Despite the odds, he agrees to
represent Mary Dutton. With a general election on the
horizon and both sides of the political divide keen to turn
the Dutton case to their advantage, as well as long-held
secrets within the Dutton family itself, can Skelton ever
really expose the truth?

(I) Historical Mystery
Playing Time: 8 hours 30 mins
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David Stafford
Skelton’s Guide To
Domestic Poisons

Read by David Stafford
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London, 1818. MP Sir Roger Mellanby attends a
performance of Macbeth at Covent Garden, featuring
Hannah Granville. It is the final performance of what
has been a triumphant production and both the Prince
Regent and Hannah’s love, Bow Street Rival Paul Skillen,
are in the audience. After the show, both Mellanby and
the Prince Regent make their way to the stage door for a
glimpse of Hannah. As the crowd jostles around them, a
shot is fired and Mellanby is killed, but Paul Skillen quickly
deduces that the assassin was really after the Prince
Regent. Will Paul and his twin brother Peter be able to
stop him from killing Prinny?

(S) War
Read by Steve Hay
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Read by Charlotte Strevens
Playing Time: 6 hours 9 mins
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Edward Marston
The Dragons Of Archenfield

Edward Marston
The Stallions Of Woodstock

Domesday Series

Domesday Series

The frontier zone of Archenfield in Herefordshire is a noman’s-land, which acts as a bulwark between Normancontrolled English soil, and the Welsh border. Soldier Ralph
Delchard and lawyer Gervase Bret arrive in Hereford
for what looks like one of their more straightforward
assignments from the crown, to settle conflicting claims
to land in Archenfield. Ralph and Gervase are shocked
to discover the murder of a principal witness, a wealthy
landowner who was burned alive in his own home. No
clues remain except an enigmatic red dragon cut into the
turf in front of the house.

Three powerful Norman lords and a Saxon thegn watch
their horses competing in a race near Woodstock. When
one of the riders is murdered during the race, suspicion
falls on the Saxon. Ralph Delchard and Gervase Bret
are guests at Oxford Castle while they deliberate on
land disputes in the area. Caught up in the murder
investigation, they feel that a man has been wrongly
accused and, in trying to save him from execution, get
themselves immersed in a sea of malice, treachery, lust
and simmering hostility.

(PS) Historical Mystery

(PS) Historical Mystery
Read by David Thorpe
Playing Time: 7 hours 32 mins
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Read by David Thorpe
Playing Time: 8 hours 54 mins

Edward Marston
The Wolves Of Savernake

Edward Marston
The Ravens Of Blackwater

Domesday Series

Domesday Series

Ralph Delchard, a soldier who fought at the Battle of
Hastings, and Gervase Bret, a talented lawyer, have
been commissioned by William the Conqueror to look
into irregularities brought to light during the compilation
of the Domesday Book. Their investigations take
them throughout the kingdom, but the pair often find
themselves embroiled in more sinister mysteries in the
towns they visit. The King’s work is a dangerous business.
A man’s body is found mutilated in Savernake Forest and
the residents of Bedwyn sleep uneasy at night, fearing
a monster stalking the town. When Ralph Delchard and
Gervase Bret arrive, they discover that the locals are
harboring dark secrets and that the real killer may be a
little closer to home...

The small village of Maldon is controlled by the wealthy
and rapacious FitzCorbucion family, led by Hamo
FitzCorbucion, the lord of Blackwater Castle. When his
eldest son, Guy, is found murdered, an enraged Hamo
demands justice. Into this charged atmosphere arrives
a tribunal, led by soldier Ralph Delchard and lawyer
Gervase Bret. Surveying the lands of Maldon, the tribunal
detects irregularities in various deeds, and plans to call
the FitzCorbucion family to account. With tension high
between Saxon and Norman factions in the village, Ralph
and Gervase find some relaxation in the gentler company
of nuns. But Guy’s murder, and Hamo’s quest for revenge,
force Ralph and Gervase to deal with dangerous matters
far beyond their original duties.

(PS) Historical Mystery
Read by David Thorpe
Playing Time: 8 hours 7 mins
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Read by David Thorpe
Playing Time: 8 hours 57 mins

Edward Marston
The Serpents Of Harbledown

Domesday Series

Domesday Series

Soldier Ralph Delchard and lawyer Gervase Bret lead a
group of the King’s finest commissioners into the wartorn lands of Yorkshire to settle land claims and compile
the Domesday Book. One island of wealth and luxury
remains in Yorkshire: the castle of merchant Aubrey
Maminot. There the commissioners learn of two great
terrors: the rogue Olaf Evil Child, a hero of the poor and
conquered Saxon people, and the ravenous lions Aubrey
Maminot keeps as pets. The lions make a feast of an
anonymous young man who tries to sneak into the castle,
and Gervase Bret begins to wonder why someone would
commit such an act of suicide.

Ralph Delchard and Gervase Bret are royal
commissioners appointed to investigate irregularities that
come to light during the compilation of the Domesday
Book in the reign of William the Conqueror. They arrive
in Canterbury to be met by the news that the body of
a young girl has been found, apparently killed by a
poisonous snake. Their investigation takes them to the
leper hospital in Harbledown where the girl used to take
herbs. Once they establish that she was murdered by
human agency, they begin to uncover all sorts of hidden
secrets in the town. A second murder sends them off
in a different direction altogether and they encounter a
surprising twist.

(PS) Historical Mystery
Playing Time: 7 hours 25 mins
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The Lions Of The North

Read by David Thorpe

CD
9

(PS) Historical Mystery
CD
7

MP3
1

Read by David Thorpe
Playing Time: 7 hours 34 mins



January 2021

Rebecca Tope
A Dirty Death

Rebecca Tope
Death Of A Friend

West Country Mysteries

West Country Mysteries

When irascible farmer Guy Beardon meets a very dirty
death in his own farmyard, at first it seems like an
accident – despite the fact that he was widely disliked.
Only his daughter Lilah is prepared to defend his memory.
And when, slowly, Lilah begins to suspect foul play, no
one is eager to help her investigate. Suspicion becomes
certainty when two more deaths occur – and both of them
are unmistakably murder. The difficulty lies in discovering
who, among Guy’s many enemies, hated him enough to
want him dead – and who went on killing to conceal the
truth. There is certainly no shortage of suspects and it
falls to local policeman Den Cooper to investigate the
mysterious deaths.

Nina Cattermole had an unusual death: headbutted by
a horse as she protested against the local hunt. The
official verdict is that it was a freak accident. But for the
Cattermoles it is merely the start of their troubles. On the
day of the funeral a family friend, himself a hunt saboteur,
is found dead in a ditch.
Local CID detective Den Cooper is sent to investigate.
It soon becomes clear that this is not another accident.
Charlie Gratton has been trampled to death by a horse,
the blows struck with such precision that they could only
have been delivered by an animal under the control of an
experienced rider. As Den tries to solve the case he finds
himself drawn in to an insular community and a village
divided by loyalties and past misdeeds...

(PS) Mystery

(PS) Mystery
Read by Julia Franklin
Playing Time: 12 hours
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Read by Julia Franklin
Playing Time: 10 hours 30 mins

Rebecca Tope
A Death To Record

Rebecca Tope
A Market For Murder

West Country Mysteries

West Country Mysteries

When the body of herdsman Sean O’Farrell is discovered
in one of the farm buildings, Detective Sergeant Den
Cooper is more than happy to cast one of the local
farmers, Gordon Hillcock, in the role of chief suspect.
After all, it is a well-known fact that there was no love lost
between Gordon and the victim. And besides, Den has a
little grudge of his own – Gordon is currently dating his
ex-fiancée Lilah and was actually the reason she dumped
him only a few short months before their wedding.
However, Den did not plan on Lilah’s determination to
protect her new lover. How far will she go to make sure
that Den directs his suspicions elsewhere?

Karen Slocombe isn’t sure why she visited the
supermarket that day – as a committed member of
the Food Chain group and a regular stallholder at local
farmers’ markets, SuperFare is a place she would
normally avoid. Luckily for Karen, she leaves moments
before a bomb explodes. Only a few days later, whilst
manning her stall at Bradbourne farmers’ market, Karen
finds herself in the midst of another horrific crime. A
fellow stallholder is murdered in front of her – shot
through the neck with a crossbow bolt. When friends
from the Food Chain group start warning Karen not to
tell the police certain details, her suspicions are instantly
aroused. Could the two events be linked? Are Karen’s
friends involved?

(PS) Mystery
Read by Julia Franklin
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Read by Julia Franklin
Playing Time: 9 hours 30 mins

Rebecca Tope
Dark Undertakings

West Country Mysteries

West Country Mysteries

With Peaceful Repose Cemetery, Drew Slocombe is
determined to revolutionize the entire death industry.
Unfortunately, Drew’s gravedigger has just discovered
that their cemetery has one too many corpses. The body
of an elderly woman has been occupying the field for
months before Drew opened for business. The police
seem to think that the body is that of a vagrant, but for
Drew things don’t add up. The mystery deepens when
Genevieve Slater turns up at Drew’s door. She wants to
hire Drew to prove that the body is that of her missing
mother. Drew realizes helping her might get him in trouble
with the law, but for a man looking to escape both money
worries and marriage problems, Genevieve proves
impossible to resist.

Fifty-five-year-old Jim Lapsford makes an unusually
healthy-looking corpse. A life-long devotee of vitamin pills
and herbal remedies, it seems almost ironic that he has
succumbed to a heart attack. But his GP is convinced
that this is the case.
Trainee undertaker Drew Slocombe isn’t so sure. As
an ex-nurse, Drew is convinced that there is enough
conflicting medical evidence to merit a coroner’s inquest.
And then there’s Jim’s personal life: in addition to a long
suffering wife, two sons and a grieving terrier, Jim appears
to have left behind a series of scorned mistresses.
Even so, Drew may have plenty of suspects but he has no
proof. And Jim’s cremation is days away...
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Grave Concerns
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